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_The Open Forum

The Apache Situation
FoRT ATACIIE INDIAN ACENCY,
R Riterivey, Aris., Seft. 22, T0T4.
TO THE SECR ARY-TREASURER,
The Socicty of cdmorican Tandians,
Hoashington, . O
ear Me. SEcrETary @ I am very glad to have your communi-

e —

cation of Scptermmber I, amd nole contents. 1 am sorry that I
shall he nnable to atteond the Conforoncoe. N on ask for the “situa-
tion in Arvizong.” T am vory glad to have this opportunity to

suhmit the following to the Society for careful consideration:
Condition of the Apache fndionsy off the Reseroratiosn.

At Globe, Ariz., the Apache Tndians live in teepees on the
desert lands outside of the city limits. I'hey have no farms
there, ancd :-;.ilrrply live there waiting for somoe work to torn up
in the wvicinity. The =samo condition exists at Miami.

Mt Wheatficlds the Tndians live in the tecpees on the hilltops.
They have no farms thoere and a number of them work for
Chinese [armers The white commnunity there is prejudiced
against the Indians and Jdo not want them +to live there,

At Creen Tack Valley the Indians live in teepees and have no
lands of their own, Mr, Fackard, who owns most of the valley
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at this place, told the Tndians that if they would clear the land
and irrigate they could raise as many crops as they wished., They
cleared the land, amd aflter three crops he told thom he wanted
the land for hirnself.

At Ballymay there arce 30 families living in teepees in a catniyon.
They have some small patches of corn.  They are =5 iniles from
the ncarcst store.

Al Gisela there are about 25 famili living in toccpecs Some
of thetn have small farms., The white people in this vieinity
domn’t want them. When the cow-boys have their cattle rouanad
up they tear down the Tndians’ [ences armdd turn their cattle into
the Indians’® corn ficelds. When the Indians arce out hunting their
ponics, the cow-boys would draw puns on them even when they
are out on the road with their familics. They have appealed Lo
e civil authorities, hut have received no proteciion from the
cow-boys.

At Angora the Tndians had =mall farms in good condition, but
they were driven away by the white men and appealed to the
civil authorities, but nothing was done Lo help them to hold their
homes.

At San Podro Valley, 18 [lamilies live in teepcees on small
farms which tlie white mmen have not heen able to take away from
thern. Formerly the Apaches owned the whole wvalley and uased
it. T'he white men have gained possession of about nine-tenths
of the land, and continually annoy the Indians by tearing down
fences and turning their cattle and horses into the Tndians’ corn
fAclds.

The old Indians tolds ine that General Crook, in rounding up
all the Apaches, told them that if they would help him to get
ridd of the troublesome Apaches and afiter scttling the trouhles
they wonld be allowed o return to their varions homes, and
live in peace, and that they would not be in need. “Uhey said
that they did their part and nothing has been done by the Govern-
tnent to carry out the promises made 1o them by General Crool.
They have gone back to their various homes and found the white
people accupying their old farms, and the only thing left for
the Tndians to do was Lo pitch their teepees on hilltops and loolk
at the white men in the wvalleys deriving the bencfits from the
farins that were at one time their own.

I was informed by the Indians off the rescrvation that four
Indians were killed by white men, but nothing was done by the
civil authorities to punish the murdercers. A white man was
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killed and an Indian was sent to the penitentiary. The Indians
claimed that the white men were killed by a Mexican.

At one instance a white man killed an Indian at Globe. The
white man fled. An Indian was blamed for the murder and was
sent to the penitentiary for life. The white man, who com-
mitted the murder, was in California and while he was under
the influence of liquor confessed that he killed the Indian at
Globe and that an innocent Indian was serving a life term for it.
The white man was brought back to Globe, tried, and was re-
leased. The innocent Indian was also released.

There ought to be something done to help these Apache In-
dians off the reservation. They ought to have some protection.

I am informed by the Indian Office that the Government has
no jurisdiction over these Indians off the reservation and the
they are amenable to the laws of the State. T think this would be
true if those Apaches owned farms and lived in houses and
citizens, but when they have nothing and simply exist in teepes,
T think the Government still has jurisdiction over them.

Thanking you for offering this opportunity to me to present
thise case to your good offices, I am

Very respecifully,
VINCENT NATALISH.
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| v~ THE APACHES,

Several weeks ago we noticed
that Vincent Natailish “New
York’s only Apache chief’® was on
his way to Washington to plead
before Congress for justice toward
his people. The writer recalls the
time when “‘Chief Natalish” was
one of a party of bright-eyed little
Apache boys just brought to Car-
lisle by Lieutenant, now General
R. H. Pratt, from the old Spanish
Fort, San Marco, in St. Augustine,
Fla. where his people were prison-
ers of war.

There were 110 boys and girls
in the party that came. With
their fathers and mothers they had
experienced the cruelties of war-
fare, such as exasperated whites
and revengeful Apaches knew how
to wage. These young people did
not at first take kindly to the
shoes and hats of civilization which
the escorts furnished. so when they
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walked across the school campus
for the first time on a snowy
November day, some were shceless
and hatless for they bad thrown
them away. Very soon however
they appreciated the shelter to
which they had come and were
a happy lot. The ‘“‘good eat and
good bed"” seemed to appeal very
strongly to them.

Mr. Natailish is one of many of
the 110 who have made gocd uce
of the education received at Car-
lisle.  He is a civil engineer with
courses in the Massachusetts Insti-
tute of Technology and in Colum-
bia University to his credit.

The Apache prisoners, with the
famous Geronimo, after several
vears confinement at San Marco
St. Augustine, and afterwards at
Mt. Vernon Barracks thirty miles
from Mobile, Ala., were sent to
Fort Sill, Okla. where they still
are occupying land ceded to them
by the Comanches.
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In New York is a rea&i native ‘American artist destmed to make his mark.
He is Master Vipcent V. Nartalish, son of an Apache chief. Mthough ‘only
gine years old, he has begun fo paint in ozh, and 'so- well that artists are
1joticing his work and asserting that there is no question that he has artistie
mpuises. He bas already painted a lamimape. good and large, and he is even
:arrving his interest in the eamse of art mto the realm of sculpture. L
Among the things which the vounz Apache has fashioned is a hear—a.
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CHIEF “ILL PLEAD TO FREE APACHES.

jﬁﬁw York’s en iy Apache chief,
Vincent Natalisk. %ill go to Wash-
“Ington in a few gay s to plead the
-cause of his people before members
of Congress and endeaver to have
lifted from them the load of 1n;|us—'
tice which he says they bear.

Mr. Natalish is a graduate of the
Carlisle School and has also been at
- the Massachusetts Institute of Tech-
nology. He is a civil engineer and
is taking a special course at Colum-
bia University.
~ He does not wish to return to his
Warm -Spring tribe until they are
released as prisoners of war. Al-
though they acted: as scouts for the
United States in the expedition
which resulted in the capture of
Geronimo, Mr. Natalish declares they
- were themselves tak en prisoners.
The tribe ids at FPert Sil, @Okla:,
where they have the use of the lands
which were ceded by the Comanches.
There h a s been an ‘effort lately to
transfer them from this country,
which has good farming land, to a res-
ervation which is largely a desert.

Mr. NNatalish was chosen chief for
the purpose o f presenting the case
of the tribe to the Washington au-
thorities. He says that his people
prefer to stay near Fort Still after
they have been formally released by
the Goverment. — New York Herald.

F
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Real Estate ...
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8. Do you have money in the bank?~_ . How much?
%/ fq
9. Have you been in the Indian Service? In what positions? How long in each? . > /
/

10. What other posntlons have you held si

leaving Carlisle? WM vitd . |
Ctanss Lo %/// ,4;, / .

{0 @gz
r the betterment of your people? K full /-

11. Have you done anything
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12. Tell me anything else of interest
connected with your life.

My People at Fort Sill, Okla. Last
winter Jan 1908 appointed me their
representative to have the dark
shadow of prisoners of war removed
from them and given a home. And not
be sent from place to another.

The true facts concerning my
people how they fought against their
own people for the U.S Gov’t and then
were made prisoners of war and how
the Peace Commission, compose of
the friendly Apaches, who went to
Washington D.C. at the request of
President Grover Cleveland and
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, on
their way home, they were made
prisoners of war. | am trying to have
things straighten for my people the
Apache Indians.

This statement is written my me and it
Is now in President Roosevelt’s hands
for justice.

Vincent Natalish (Na-Tail-Eh) page 15. (Page 3 of Returned Student Survey)

Selected documents from Vincent Natalish (Na-Tail-Eh) Student File — 8




