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THE BACCALAUREATE.

On Sunday of Commencement week 
Rev. H. B. Wile, of tbe First Lutheran 
Church of Carlisle, our regular pastor, 
preached to the class of ’97. He took for 
his text: Genesis 13:11—“ Then Lot chose 
him all the plains of Jordan.”

Reference was made to the quarrel be­
tween the servants of Lot and the ser­
vants ot Abraham, which led the latter to 
suggest to Lot the expediency of separat­
ing from each other, and giving to Lot 
the opportunity to choose for himself that 
portion of land which he preferred. In 
this opportunity given to Lot to choose 
his portion, we have a picture of that 
which God gives to us in deciding what 
our life shall be For many reasons 
Abraham might have taken that which 
he preferred and have given the rest to 
Lot, but he made no such claim. He 
evidently knew that we enjoy most that 
which we take by choice and that the 
richest gardens of plenty will be prisons 
to us if liberty is taken away, and so he 
says to Lot, You take “ either on this side 
or that.”

Well, to us is left the choice to decide 
what our life shad' he, and yet many con­
demn God because He has left with us 
such a great responsibility. Still, for our 
happiness here, for our happiness here­
after, that was a necessity. Not only 
when we take Christ for our Saviour, but 
all through life till we have ended the 
battle with sin, we are deciding what 
our life shall be, and with us God has 
placed the responsibility never to be tak­
en away.

Of course that does not refer to the ex­
ternals of life, whether we shall be rich 
or poor, sick or well, but to character, 
that which alone in its highest sense, 
means life. And yet, even in the externals 
of life, God has left to us, to a wonderful 
extent, what they shall be. A sluggard 
will never climb high. An active, ener­
getic, whole-souled man will never wade 
in the mire of sloth.

Now, how will we decide?
The Book shows us very clearly how to 

decide and gives us the assurance, again 
and again, that as long as we are in the 
paths of Providence we may expect His 
direction, and that only when we forsake 
God are we thrown upon the resources of 
our own wisdom and strength.

Let me plead with you, my dear, young 
friends, to choose first God, and then 
remember that never, in all tbe career 
that lies before you, will He forsake you. 
He has given you promises that cover 
every possibility. With Him you shall 
never know the meaning of failure.

Then another lesson is taught us here. 
Our choice shows our character and tells 
its determination. “ Lot lifted up his eyes

(Continued on 7th page.)

NINTH GRADUATING EXERCISES
Among the special correspondents present at our Commencement 

Exercises for ’ 97, was M. Aronetta Wilbur, representing the “ Wash­
ington Post.” She gives such a fair account of the proceedings that we 
reproduce the most of her article :

Bureau, spoke for the office. Mr. Frank 
La Flesche,an educated Omaha,reminded 
them that in struggling for an education 
they were doing much to wipe away their 
former reputation for tomahawking, and 
commended the government for putting 
army officers in charge of Indian schools 
and agencies. Dr. Fiske, of Washington, 
and Mrs. Freeland, of Philadelphia fol­
lowed with a few words of encourage­
ment.

[The inspection of class work and oral 
examinations, conducted mainly by Gen­

“ CARLISLE’S ANNUAL COMMENCE­
MENT VERY INTERESTING.”

IN D IA N S  R E C E IV E  D IP L O M A S .

Twenty-seven Well Trained Aborigines 
Constitute the Class of ’97 at the Famous 
Institution-Interesting Exercises and In­
spection of the School System—Brain 
Work and Manual Training Combined, 
but Patriotism Inculcated First.

C a r l is l e , Pa ., March 12, ’97. 
The Annual Commencement of the 

United States Indian Industrial School is 
the most attractive phase of the much 
discussed Indian problem, for here the 
question and its partial solution by this 
excellent institution are presented to­
gether. Carlisle is an appropriate place 
for such a military-philanthropic Govern- j 
ment school for the Indians—for in the 
time of the French and Indian war there I 
was a block-house on the site of the school ! 
built for the protection of the settlers 
against the Indians; at that time the In­
dian question wore another aspect.

Considerations of this sort make Car-j 
lisle the Mecca of philanthropists inter- | 
ested in the education of the Indian, and 
the resort of those who are either preju­
diced against the Indians, or ignorant of 
what we are doing for them, and are will­
ing to be enlightened.

A large party came by special trains 
from Philadelphia and Washington to at­
tend the commencement exercises, and on 
the last day Governor Hastings and staff 
and a large party of State Legislators 
came from Harrisburg Among those from 
Washington were Gen. John Eaton, late 
U. 8. Commissioner of Education and his 
wife; Mrs. Capt. Newton, of Marietta,! 
Ohio; Dr. Sheldon Jackson, United States 
Commissioner of Education for Alaska, 
and Miss Jackson ; Capt. William H. Beck, 
U. S. A., of the Omaha and Winnebago 
agencies, the successful superintendent 
of the Indian schools at those places, and 
Mrs. Beck; Ex-Gov. Andrew Burke, of 
North Dakota; Mr. John G. Brady, of! 
Alaska; Mr. William H. Kelly superin­
tendent of the Presbyterian School at 
Sitka, Alaska; Mr. G. B. Swinehart, edi­
tor of the Mining Record, at Juneau, 
Alaska ; Mr. and Mrs. John A. Voorhees, 
of Amsterdam, N. Y ; Mrs. Annie F.Beiler 
wife of the vice chancellor of the M. E. 
University of Washington ; Mr. Belt, ex- 
Asst.-Commissioner of Indian Affairs; 
Rev Dr. Alex Fiske, of the Gunton-Tem- 
ple Memorial Presbyterian Church of 
Washington ; Mrs. Hodgkin, Miss Forbes, j 
Miss La Chappelle, Mr. Ellis, Mr. Frank: 
La Flesche, Mr. Bradford, Mr. Olive, all j 
of the Indian Bureau ; Mr. Emery, of the 
Associated Press; Mr. Spottswood, of the 
War Department, and his wife; Mr. Field, | 
Miss Ella C. Abbot, of Massachusetts; ; 
Miss Chester, Miss Wilbur, Miss Bying- 
ton, and Miss Brewer, sister of Mr. Justice : 
Brewer.

In te r e stin g  In d ia n  V isito rs
Among the interesting visitors were Mr. ! 

Antonio Apache, now of Boston, where j

he is continuing his education—a self-sup­
porting young man ; also Mr. Halftown 
the great-grandson of famous old 
Corn-Planter, who, in 1791, in the struggle 
for the Northwest, prevented the coalition 
of the Six Nations with the Shawnees 
against the infant government of the 
United States. There were also present 
Sassy Chief, the elected Governor of the 
Osage Indians, and five of his council— 
Bip Elk, Bacon Rind, Fancy Calf, Saucy 
Osage, accompanied by an interpreter, 
Mr. Mosier. These wore American dress 
in a neglige fashion. They represent a 
very rich people, for the 1,500 Osages 
have $9,000,000 to their credit at 5 per 
cent, interest in the Treasury of the 
United States, the proceeds of a highly 
advantageous bargain with the govern­
ment. They looked well-fed and pros­
perous. In striking contrast were the 
two Kickapoos, also from the Indian Ter­
ritory. Their gay shirts and bright red 
blankets added picturesqueness to their 
poverty. These belong to the poorest 
tribe, and are in Wash ington to get trust 
money turned into cash. ,

The exercises of the eighteenth anni­
versary and ninth commencement of Car­
lisle School began Tuesday evening with 
an address by Gen. JohnEaton, “ Personal 
Reminiscences of Lincoln and Grant;” 
and his most interested auditors were the 
Indian boys and girls who are imbibing 
loyalty to the government with their edu­
cation. The athletic exhibition was the 
first attraction for Wednesday afternoon. 
This began with a splendid drill in march­
ing and countermarching, according to 
regulation forms. The highly creditable 
marching of the Indian boys in the in­
augural parade bore testimony to this 
faithful training. This was followed by 
wand exercises, given by the girls, who 
looked well in their gymnasium bloomers. 
Then boys and girls changed the dumb 
bells and swung Indian clubs in very 
graceful style. The floor was then cleared 
for a game of basket-ball by the boys’ 
teams and their lightning agility called 
forth loud applause. It will be remem­
bered that the Carlisle foot-ball team 
played the great college teams last fall, 
and won great praise, as much for their 
excellent team work as for their gentle­
manly behavior under trying circum­
stances. The exercises were brought to a 
close by an exhibition of individual skill 
with the various kinds of athletic appara­
tus for vaulting, flying rings, etc.

Wednesday evening a large audience 
gathered to listen to a programme of mu­
sic and addresses by the guests. The 
speakers were ex-Gov. Burke, who, by re­
quest detailed his own rise in life, for the 
encouragement of the young men. Mr. 
Brady of Alaska, also gave a personal ex­
perience talk. They were followed by 
Antonio Apache, who feelingly referred to 
the fact that some people thought the 
Indian good only for exhibition purposes. 
Capt. Beck, who is also engaged in the 
Indian work, brought them Western 
greeting. Mr. Bradford, of the Indian

eral Eaton, Mr. Bradford of the Indian 
Office and Assistant-Superintendent, A. 
J. Standing, occupied Thursday morning. 
The Sloyd class attracted special atten­
tion, being a comparatively new feature 
of the Indian School curriculum, and the 
art display embracing mechanical draw­
ing showed a proficiency that was remark­
ed upon. In all of the class-rooms the 
questions were answered in a manner that 
bespoke thoughtful study of the subjects 
gone over during the year.—E d . R e d  
M a n .]

C row d* a t  C o m m e n c e m e n t.
The result of all these years of training 

was made evident on commencement day. 
By 2 o ’clock Thursday afternoon there was 
scarcely standing room in the large gym­
nasium. Over the platform was hung 
the motto of the class of ’97, “ With knowl­
edge We Shall Conquer,”  and at the end 
of the hall hung the school banner with 
its motto, “ Into Civilization and Citizen­
ship.” On the stage were the distin­
guished gentlemen who had come to visit 
the school. Gov. Hastings, Capt. Pratt, 
and the Osage Governor, Sassy Chief, oc­
cupied the center. Behind were the two 
Kickapoos in their red blankets. .V strik­
ing contrast to the neatly dressed boys 
and girls who were that day to graduate.

The presentation of diplomas was made 
by Gen. Eaton, who feelingly addressed 
the class of twenty-seven, urging them 
to keep in mind the lessons of Carlisle, 
even amid the temptations of the reserva­
tions.

Gov. Hastings was then introduced and 
made a stirring speech commending in the 
heartiest terms Capt. Pratt and the school,, 
and in token of his good fellowship with 
the Indians he slapped the Osage Govern­
or on the shoulder, who received this 
token without moving a muscle. Gov­
ernor Sassy Chief then addressed the 
school through an interpreter. He urged 
tbe children to study and remember; he 
commended the school, for he had found 
that education was the only thing for the 
Indian.

Dr. Spining followed with a few earn­
est remarks. The band played national 
airs, and the commencement exercises 
were at an end. A reception was ten­
dered the graduating class by Capt and 
Mrs. Pratt in the evening, for which a 
number of invitations was sent out.

Through all the orations ran the thought 
of loyalty ; it was always “ our land” “ our 
country.”

From the gallery over the platform 
hung an immense flag, and leaning over 
its upper edge were a negro and an Indian 
side by side. Both professed loyalty to 
that flag.

Here on the old battle ground of two 
races, where red man and white man 
scalped and shot each other, peace has 
achieved her greatest victory, and educa­
tion is subduing the red man as gun pow­
der failed to do. Give the educated In­
dian citizenship and let him mingle with 
the white man in the competition of life 
and work, and the solution of the Indian 
problem will not be far off.

M. A r o n e t t a  W il r u r .



T h e  W e d n e sd a y  E v e n in g  M e e tin g .

C a p t . P r a t t . The Wednesday even­
ing meetings of our , Commencement at 
Carlisle, are always a sort of class meet­
ing. I never know fully beforehand what 
to put before the audience, and it is the 
same this eveniug. For the last two 
years, our students have been crowded 
out, because of the large numbers of 
visitors that came to our Wednesday 
evening meetings in the old Chapel, so I 
resolved that we would have the exercises 
here in the gymnasium. I did not expect 
that the hall would be filled like it is, but 
it is all right. We are glad to see you, 
and will do what we can to repay you for 
coming. We will first give you some­
thing musical. We have just heard the 
band, and will hear it again.

The baud then played the difficult selec­
tion “ The Calif of Bagdad,” (A Boieldier,; 
with splendid effect.

“ The Watch on the Rhine,”  was ren­
dered by the school; Miss Linnie Thomp­
son sang “ Behold the Spring,” [Carl 
Merz], with pleasing effect, and as an 
encore gave “ Jamie,” by Bischoff.

C a p t  P r a t t . If there is anything that 
inspires Carlisle it is to see a man go from 
the bottom to the top. We have on the 
platform to-night a fine illustration of one 
of the most singular events that our sin­
gular American life produces. Here is an 
ex-Governor of a great State,who,as a boy, 
was thirty years ago sent as a waif from 
our greatest city of the East, from theRan- 
dell’s Island refuge, in company with an­
other boy (now a gentleman of great pow­
er and note, and who expects to be a Gov­
ernor, and we all hope he will be, very 
soon,) to the State of Indiana, and there 
they parted company. One became a Gov­
ernor and the other an expects-to-be. They 
had not met since that time, until yester­
day in the cars coming to this school. 
They can tell their own experiences best, 
and I ask these gentlemen to take just as 
much time as they wish, to tell their story 
in their own way. Our Indian boys and 
girls and all of us will, I am sure, be en­
couraged by what they have to say. I 
call upon Governor Burke, of North Da­
kota. (Applause.)
GOVERNOR BURKE.

L a d ie s  a n d  G e n t l e m e n ; B oys  a n d  
G ir d s  : At the kind solicitation, or rather 
earnest solicitation of Capt. Pratt, I am 
to speak a few moments about, my history, 
chiefly for the sake of the boys and girls. 
As God knows, if it will be any encourage­
ment to them, I will gladly give all I can 
to-night. Therefore, while I may say 
things of a personal nature, you will not 
think that it is from a point of vanity.

I was born in the City of New York. 
My mother died at my birth. I was the 
only son,—the only child. My father died 
when I was four years old. Prior to his 
death he had married again, and after his 
death, my step-mother also married; 
consequently I had a step-mother and 
step-father. Unfortunately, my step­
father was a drunkard. They had no use 
for me, and I was put upon the streets of 
New York. My home was a veritable hell 
I was placed upon the streets of New York 
to beg or steal, and I will state here that 
I would not do that. I have been whipped 
unmercifully by my step-father for not 
doing it. For some reason, I do not know 
how, I got into the hands of the Children’s 
Aid Society, of New York. I was taken 
in by kind friends, and was kept there un­
til I was eight years old, and then I was 
fortunate enough to go west. In fact I 
was simply requested, no, not requested, 
—the Superintendent askedfor volunteers 
to go west, and out of three or four hun­
dred students, about twenty-five or thirty 
of us volunteered to go. Mr. Brady and 
myself were of that number. We were 
then taken west as far as Indiana, and I 
was selected by a farmer. I lived with 
that farmer a year and a half, when he 
moved into town, and I then went to live 
with his uncle, a very good Methodist— 
(Applause). I will speak more about 
Methodism later on. [Applause.] About 
that time the war broke out. I was natur­
ally a drummer; it came tome by inspira­
tion. When the war broke out, I ran 
away twice.

Now, many of you may wonder how I 
could get to the war when I was only 
twelve years of age, but the records of the 
War Department will show you that I 
was a drummer boy in the 75th Indiana, 
which was a part of the 14th Army 
Corps, commanded by “ old Pap”  Thomas.

I saved all my money when I was in 
the army, every cent of it. I used to ped­
dle popcorn for my pin money, but my 
army money I saved. When I came 
home I was determined to obtain an edu­
cation, and entered Asbury University, 
but I didn’t go through college; didn’t 
have money enough, but I will say right 
here that my army life was a paradise al­
most as compared to my college life. 
[Laugh ter J

Why, I lived on sixty-five cents a week, 
had to be economical to get the advan­
tages of a good education. I wanted to 
get the foundation of an education, and it 
has always stayed with me through life. 
I have been one who has since burned the 
midnight oil. I had to do it. I read the 
standard newspapers, and I might say 
that my education has largely been im­
proved from newspaper reading.

Now, in speaking about Methodism, I 
simply want to say this, that the family 
that had me in charge for a while, after I 
went to Noblesville, were strict Method­
ists, and if there was anything that they 
were not strict to me about, I did not 
know it. I never knew what it was to be 
allowed to go down town at night. They 
kept me studying hard night after night, 
reading history continuously, and at the 
age of fifteen I was a better historian than 
I am to-day. They made me go to Sunday 
school twice a day—to the Christian in the 
forenoon and to the Methodist in the 
afternoon, and I had very few privileges 
of any kind. I thought my life was hard 
then, but I now thank them very much 
for the lessons I received then, for they 
have stayed with me through life.

Now, I want to talk to the boys and 
girls, principally. I want to say to them 
that I have not passed a pleasanter day 
in my whole life than I have to-day. (Ap­
plause). I had not the advantages or the 
privileges that you boys and girls have 
now, when I was with the Children’s Aid 
Society. You are dressed better, fed bet­
ter, your education is better, your sur­
roundings are better, everything is better 
for you than it was forme. I want to say 
that it has been a very great pleasure to 
me to see the bright faces of the girls and 
the manly forms of the boys here today. 
(Applause). I want to say further: Try 
and improve the hours while you are 
here; you can’t tell what is in store for 
you in the future. Try not to be discour­
aged, and when you go out into the world, 
always keep to the right and also keep 
ahead.

I regret very much that pressing busi­
ness engagements in Washington necessi­
tate my leaving you to-night for that City, 
but it will always be a pleasure for me to 
come and see you, and I trust that I will 
always be welcome, as you will be when­
ever you come to see me. (Applause).

Now, Ladies and Gentlemen, Mr. Brady 
is here, and it is so singular that we have 
not met for thirty-five years. He has im­
proved on me very much; got a better 
education than I have ever had. He went 
through Yale College, Theological College 
and will soon be a Governor, and I am 
proud of the record he has made, and you 
don’t know what a pleasure it was to-day 
to meet him. We met on the cars, but of 
course Dr. Jackson would not point him 
out to me, and we had to try and find each 
other. We could hardly decide who was 
Brady and who was Burke, and I am very 
glad now that he is here to talk to you.

I don’t wish to take up any more of 
your time. I want to say to you, however, 
that I am quite proud of the institution 
here, and I only wish I had the power 
that I might do something for this intitu- 
tion. I am sorry that Congress does not 
do more for it. The time is coming when 
it will. Ladies and gentlemen, I thank 
you. [Applause.]

C a p t . P r a t t . We will now hear 
Mr. Brady from far away Alaska. Mr. 
Brady went to Alaska twenty years ago

as a missionary under the Presbyterian 
Church, but he can tell his own story.
HON. JOHN G. BRADY.

L a d ie s  a n d  G e n t l e m e n , B oys  a n d  
G ir l s  of  t h e  C a r l is l e  I n d ia n  S c h o o l : 
I feel somewhat embarrassed in appear 
ing here at this time to tell you my story, 
in a measure of sadness, and yet, as Mr. 
Burke has said, if it will be an encourage­
ment to the boys and girls, I am always 
glad to respond.

As you would imagine from my name, 
I belong to the Irish class and my father, 
unfortunately, was addicted to the habit 
of drink. I lived in a home on Rosevelt 
Street. I called it home, but it was any­
thing but a home. My mother died when 
I was quite young. I have a bare recollec­
tion of having seen her face. My father 
married again, and he used my step 
mother brutally. Myself he would beat 
whenever he was in a drunken fit. He 

■was a longshoreman, and wore a belt 
made of leather, with a heavy buckle at 
one end, and whenever he would come 
home at night, and he could get his hands 
on me, he was sure to beat me with the 
buckle end of the belt, striking my body. 
I bear on my body yet the marks of these 
beatings. Weil, I took to the streets, and 
I would stay there as long as I could until 
he would find me, and then he would take 
me home, and probably punish me aizain. 
I can remember one instance when he 
was kind to me. I was so dirty, and filthy, 
and lousy, that he actually took pity upon 
me, and even washed my head for me. 
After this, I stole away, and did not see 
his face again.

One night as I was sleeping near the old 
Chatham Street Theatre, (I had a mania 
for going to the theatre. Humpty Dumpty 
used to be my favorite play, and when­
ever I earned twelve cents, I would at 
once buy a ticket to the theatre; if I earned 
any more, I purchased a ticket and bought 
some cod-fish balls, which were my great 
delight.) (Laughter.) One night I fell 
asleep in the next door to the theatre, and 
I was kindly advised by a man to go to 
Randall’s Island. I consented to go, and 
they put me in the lock-up where I stayed 
until next morning, when I was put in 
the Black Maria, and taken to the bottom 
of 26th Street, and was then taken over in 
the boat to Randall’s Island. There, Mr. 
Burke and I became playmates.

I was there about two years, when, as 
Mr. Burke stated, we volunteered to go 
west, but I must tell you of some of the 
inducements which caused us to volun­
teer to go west. The first year I was 
there, a boy had been sent to the western 
country, the State of Indiana, and he 
wrote a letter, telling us what nice things 
he had—chicken, water-melon and all the 
apples he could eat, and all those nice 
things; and on Randall’s Island we had 
mush and milk and bread, and things I 
didn’t like. Of course,I wanted to go to the 
country where we could get apples, and 
chicken,and water-melons; and fortunate­
ly, they did take me.

A lawyer got on the train, as we were 
going to Noblesville, Indiana, our destin­
ation, and he made up his mind to have 
one of the boys, and selected John Mac- 
Elroy; but he could not get him, as he 
had already been picked out. He then 
picked upon me as the last chance, but I 
had already been selected by an old Irish­
man who wanted me to go with him. He 
had a cart and horse, and would let me 
drive the lior^e, and bought me five cents 
worth of candy, which won me over com­
pletely. I wanted to go with the Irishman, 
and this gentleman wanted me to go with 
him. I was very young and stubborn, 
and he tried a little experiment on me. 
He procured a sack of apples, and asked 
me to watch that sack He naturally ap­
pealed to my Irish nature to boss over 
things. (Laughter). I watched that sack of 
apples until he had won me over, and I, of 
course, went home with him. I was 
brought up on the farm, and had to work 
very hard. During the war, or rather at 
the beginning of the war, I wanted to en­
list in the army, but they would not take 
me. I tried to make myself look taller 
by stuffing paper in my stockings, to see 
if I could not grow larger in that way,

but it was of no use: they would not take* 
me, and, of course, I could not go.

I then began to read the newspapers, 
and wanted to get an education, so I went 
back to my old quarters, and fell into the 
hands of good Presbyterians. (Applause.) 
They were good friends to me, aud I soon 
got a little schooling, but not so very 
much. After a while, after receiving a 
little education, I was fortunate enough to 
become a Hoosier school-master, for one. 
term, but in that school I was converted. 
I felt that what I wanted was more edu­
cation, and I made up my mind that at 
the first opportunity I would start out for 
some college, and learn more.

I did so. At the time I received my 
education, I was hardly able to pay for 
the tuition

As my friend Mr. Burke said, I did at­
tend Yale College, and went through the 
theological course. I arrived at New 
Haven with not more than ten dollars in 
my pocket. I had an old kind of a suit, 
a broad hat, and an oil skin valise, and 
lived on brown bread and water for the. 
first few days. I walked up as far as the. 
campus, aud ventured to ask one of the 
young men where the place was that they 
held the examinations.

“ Are you going to college,” he asked* 
me.

I replied, “ No, I don’t know yet.”
Then he asked, “ Have you pledged any 

society, the Sigma E, Delta K ?”  And I 
told him “ No.” I then asked him in a 
tearful way:

“ Where may I leave my valise?”
He looked at me sternly, all over, and 

then told me to leave it at the Haven 
House. I went there, and asked to leave 
my valise, and the gentleman, after gaz­
ing at me, finally took it. I just want to 
show you what kind of difficulties I had 
to contend against to get into Yale Col­
lege. However, after four years I went 
through and graduated.

Let me say that there is one thing 1 am 
proud of regarding Yale College, and that 
is this: It is undoubtedly a democratic 
institution. I had class-mates that were 
millionaires, and they were just as kind 
to me, just as warm-hearted and friendly 
to me, as though I were a fellow million­
aire. I never received a slur or an un­
kind word at their hands, and it was my 
opinion then, and it has always been so, 
that il' any one received attention and 
favors from the faculty in general, it was 
the poor student.

After acquiring ten years of an education,
I met Dr. Jackson in New York in 1877. 
He had been in Alaska, and was natural­
ly very enthusiastic over that country. 
He told me about Alaska, and as I had 
no relatives in the world dependent upon 
me, I thought it my duty that I should 
go there.

Now, my friends, we have two tribes or 
kinds of people in Alaska—the Alaskans 
aud the natives, and they are an intelli­
gent people generally. They are indus­
trious, persevering, and a hard working 
people. They honor and exalt their wives. 
We found them ignorant, superstitious, 
idle, in fact savages, and the contrast be­
tween what it is today with twenty years 
ago, is so great as hardly to be believed.

Twenty years ago they were murdering 
one another; they would not work, and 
in fact were the worst kind of savages- 
They made a preparation of rum out of 
Sandwich Island molasses, and became 
almost crazed with it. Now we have 
them to-day attending schools, and be­
coming in every way a virtuous people.

Now, boys and virls, I don’t believe 
that there is a happier man living to-day 
than I am. (Applause.) I have a wife 
whom I love, (Applause), and who loves 
me. [Applause] 1 have five little chil­
dren, [Applause] and I may say that if- 
anybody feels the full measure of happi­
ness upon this earth, I am that person.
I don’t believe that there is any more 
enjoyment upon the earth than I am en­
joying now.

Let me say one word more. Don’t you 
think that it is worth while to try and 
lift up a fallen child, and do something 
for him? You cannot tell the impulses, 
that are predominant in that breast, and,
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you can never tell what will become of 
that child if you once try to give him a 
beginning. He is sure to be something, 
as the farmer used to say, “ There is no 
telling the luck of a lousy calf.’ ’[Laughter] 
Therefore, let us help all we can, for there 
as no telling the luck of the lousy calf.fAp- 
tplause.J

C a p t . P r a t t . The next speaker will be 
■one that a Carlisle audience always likes 
to hear—a native Indian. He can’t speak 
English, and will have to use an interpret­
er. These gentlemen sitting in front, rep­
resent the Osage Tribe of Indians. They 
live in the north-east portion of the In­
dian Territory, and no doubt, per capita, 
they are the richest people on earth. 
There are fifteen hundred of them, and 
they have about nine millions of dollars 
in the United States Treasury at five per 

•cent interest, the interest on which is 
paid to them quarterly, making from two 
hundred and twenty-five dollars to two 
hundred and fifty dollars per capita, per 
year. Now I am going to ask one of them 
to speak for the others. This gentleman 
has along Indian name, and I will not at­
tempt to give it to you, but translated 
into English it means “ Sassy Osage.” 
He is one of the Council.
SASSY OSAGE. (.Speaking through

Interpreter, Thomas Hosier]:
I will give you a few remarks. You 

white people of the United States, I speak 
a word to you. Praise to the Almighty 
that we’ ve bad such a nice day to be 
among you. By request of the Govern­
ment officials 1 am here present. 1 am 
proud to meet you white people. I will 
make a few remarks to the children of 
the school. My red children, we are all 
brothers together. We are allot' the same 
class, and same kind of skin. Since we 
arrived here, I have seen your perform­
ance this atternoou, and am well pleased 
with you all. 1 hope you children will 
all improve to the best of your knowledge, 
and try and educate yourselves like the 
white people, and make something of 
yourselves. That is about all I want to 
say. (Applause.)

C a p t . P r a t t . We have another In­
dian here who can talk Euigish, and one 
whom we have heard before—Antonio 
Apache.
ANTONIO APACHE.

L a d ie s  a n d  G e n t l e m e n  : It gives me 
great pleasure to be here and to be in 
Carlisle once again. As some of the for­
mer speakers have told you some of their 
experiences, I will give you one of mine. 
Before speaking about that, however, I 
will say that the opportunities that are 
placed nere before the members of this 
school, are what I never had. I remem­
ber at oue time in the western country, in 
my early days, that they only thought 
the lnuian was good for exhibition pur­
poses. If the Indian was seeking employ­
ment, they regarded him as out of his 
place. I remember once during the holi­
days, I stopped at a large estaolishment, 
and in the window was a woman’s head 
with the hair hanging down; that is to 
say, the head was secured upon a plate,

. and the hair hung loosely around. It was 
evidently intended to give the impression 
that tuere was no body' attached to it. I j 
went into the store, and told one of the 
men there that I wanted to see the man­
ager. He sent me in the rear part of the 
store, and the manager asked me what I 
wanted. 1 told him I wanted employ­
ment. He looked at me for a few minutes 
and said, “ 1 will tell you what I can do for 
you. We have to keep this attraction in 
the window one week longer, and if you 
come around on Monday morning, I will 
see what 1 can do for you.” So 1 guess he 
wanted to put me in the window, too. 
(Laughter.)

I am glad to . see that the conditions 
have changed; that the white people 
think better, and take more interest in 
the condition of the Indian than before. 
We are made of the same clay as the rest 
of you.

It gives me great pleasure to come here 
and see what is being done for the Indian.
I was in Cambridge at the time the 
Harvard and Carlisle football game 
was played. (Applause). After the game 
•was over, wherever I would go in the

evening, in the Churches, in all the clubs, 
Fraternity Clubs, and anywhere else, 
it was the universal opinion that the Car­
lisle team were jolly good fellows. What 
they can accomplish in football, they can 
accomplish in other things. What the 
Indian wants is a helping hand. We 
should just keep on the right track. The 
Indians can learn if only shown the right 
way, and shown and told of the dangers 
present all the time. If the opportunities 
are right, it is only a matter of time. I 
think that in the near future we may look 
for an Indian Governor. (Applause.) 
C a p t . P r a t t .

We have more than one prima donna 
in this school, and I ask a young Indian 
maiden to come up and sing an English 
song for you, Miss Maggie Trombly.

Miss Trombly rendered a selection, 
which was much applauded, and then 
sang an encore which was also greatly 
cheered and applauded.
C a p t . P r a t t .

Speaking about long separations be­
tween old camrades, I have had an expe­
rience myself. (Applause;. This gentle­
man sitting on my right in the gray coat, 
and mj self, were both Lieutenants in the 
Tenth Cavalry thirty years ago. We 
served together eight years out on the 
frontier, when I was ordered east with a 
lotof Indians, and he remained west. That 
was in 1875,next month twenty-two years 
ago. We have not seen each other since 
that time. Our children have grown up; 
he has grand-children ; so have I. [Laugh- 
terj. While I have been working at the 
Indian question from this Carlisle stand­
point, he has been working at it from a 
military standpoint in the west for many 
years. He is now an Indian Agent, with 
large experience, for he has charge of one 
of the most difficult Agencies in the 
whole country, and is managing one of 
the most difficult problems pertaining to 
the Indians. He has charge of the Omaha 
and Winnebago Indians in Nebraska. 
They were the first to have their lands 
allotted in severalty. I ask him to speak, 
and take as much time as he wishes. 
Capt. Beck, of the United States Army. 
(Applause).

[Capt. Beck not having returned the 
copy of his address after it was sent him 
for revision, we are obliged to omit it. 
It m ay appear next month.—Ed. B ed  
M a n  ]

Ca p t . P r a t t : We have on the platform 
to-night quite a delegation representing 
the Indian Bureau, and I asked them to 
designate one to speak for them, and they 
have appointed Mr. Bradford to do so. 
I therefore call upon Mr. J. H. Bradford, 
of the Bureau of Indian Affairs, Wash­
ington, D. C.
Mr. J. H. BRADFORD.

C a p t . P r a t t , B oys  a n d  G ir d s , L a ­
d ie s  a n d  G e n t l e m e n  : I feel like mak­
ing a motion. I come from Washington, 
and down there the general rule in Con­
gress is that when a man has done some 

j great work for humanity he is given a 
promotion. How would it do to-night to 
say Brevet Major Pratt? [Applause].

Boys and girls who are in favor of 
that motion, hold up your hands. [This 
was done unanimously ] [Applause.] 
I am greatly impressed as I stand here to­
night. This is a momentous occasion. 
How wonderful is human history! The 
individual history of every human life. 
Every man and woman, every boy and 
girl has a history. It is very interesting,as 
we have seen to-night, when we can learn 
of it. Ever since crossing the Gulf of 
Mexico during the war when I went upon 
the cross trees of our steamer and listened 
to the life of sailors who had been round 
the world, I have been interested in indi­
vidual history, and I have written out in 
some measure the history of more than 
four thousand boys and girls. History 
alone is our guide of the condition of af­
fairs in the past,and as I stand before you, 
I am greatly impressed with the responsi­
bility of the future of your young lives, of 
what you are going to become.

On whom rests the responsibility of 
what you are going to do in the world 
hereafter? There are some things we 
must do alone, and your success here­
after depends on you alone. We were 
born alone; we live alone; we have got to 
die alone; we have got to be buried alone; 
and we have to go before God on the 
Judgment Day alone. You alone are re­
sponsible for your future, and I am re­
sponsible for myself. Nobody can take 
this responsibility for you. It can’t be 
done. If I should eat your dinner it would 
not do you any good. Were you ever 
alone?

One day in Virginia I was staying with 
a friend, and he had to leave me to go a 
considerable distance. He said he would 
be away about three hours, and left at 
three o ’clock in the afternoon. He left me 
all alone; no one in the house; not a living 
soul was near; no one for over four miles. 
This friend didn’t return until ten o’clock 
at night. From three o’clock until ten I 
was all alone; didn’t know of any being 
within four miles of me. The ocean rol led 
in front of me. After a while the stars 
came out, and I looked up at them for 
sympathy. I was alone. Who was re­
sponsible for me during these hours? 
Certainly no one but myself.

My friends, we all live alone in the 
sight of God. We have got to do our own 
work; we have got to live as individuals. 
If you or 1 fail in life, who is to blame for 
it? We are, and no body else. Thiuk of 
that, young gentlemen; think of that, 
young ladies. Your destiny is in your 
own hands. We must work out our own 
salvation.

I have always loved Carlisle. [Ap­
plause]. I am a Yale man. I go to the 
Commencements at Yale, sometimes, but 
they are tame and stupid compared with 
Carlisle. [Applause]. They don’t begin 
to come up to the standard of your exer­
cises, but as Mr. Brady, my eminent 
friend stated, that democratic spirit he 
referred to, is so. It is a fact, but there 
is the same democracy here in Carlisle. 
Lots of it. How grand it is to be able to 
watch your careers, and I am sure that 
ttiere are some things Capt. l ’ratt and all 
of us will never regret in this work. If 
you children will only lead such lives as 
the examples before you, and as these 
teachers want you to lead, when you, 
Capt. Pratt, come to the end of your life, 
and children, to the end of yours in this 
world, you will never regret the hard 
work which has resulted in the grandest 
work on earth, that of lifting up a race. 
What are men good for in this w» rid if 
they don’t help and lift somebody up? 
What are the possibilities of this great 
age? In these days when the Cubans are 
fighting for liberty. [Applause]. In these 
days when we all pray that King George 
of Greece will suck to it. [Applause]. 
We are glad to see one King with back­
bone. All these possibilities of your fut­
ure life are before you, young gentlemen.

1 would like to live my life over again, 
and there is nothing that would make me 
happier in, say thirty, or forty, or fifty 
years, than to possess the great chances 
you have of lifting up your race. Don’t 
fail, but do whatever you can for your 
people; set them the great example that 
you have been taught here. Capt. Pratt, 
I think if the Indian Department would 
see what I see here, they would do more 
for you, and I hope Congress will do a 
great deal more in the future years than 
it has in the years past, to further the edu­
cation of the Indians. [Applause]. I am 
sure then that these Indian boys and girls 
should have all the advantages possible, 
equal to the white people; for education 
is the thing ihat lifts men up, and as we 
have here witnessed, it has proven so.

I hope that the time is right close at 
hand when everything possible will be 
done to encourage the spirit of lifting 
anybody up that needs lifting up Good 
night. [Applause].

The choir here rendered a selection. 
Ca p t . P r a t t .

The Indian is very much in evidence to­
night. He is always in evidence here at 
Carlisle. Mr. LaFlesche is attached to 
the Department of Indian Affairs, and 
represents the Indian side of it. He begs

to be excused, but I have insisted on his 
saying just a few words, and now an­
nounce Mr. Francis LaFlesche, of th* 
Omaha tribe.
Mr. FRANCIS LaFLESCHE.

L a d ie s  a n d  G e n t l e m e n : It is very 
gratifying to know that the young people 
who are connected with this institution 
are seeking to obtain knowledge, the same 
knowledge that the white people are striv­
ing for, and that at the same time these 
young people are struggling to wipe out a 
reputation that the Indian has long borne, 
but which he does not deserve.

I was visiting at a home in the City of 
Washington, a beautiful home, peaceful 
in all its surroundings; a little child, so 
high, (indicating) with yellow hair and 
long curls, stole up to me while its 
mother was engaged in conversation. 
Her mother caught her in the act, and 
called “ Mary.” The little child turned 
back to her mother; but it was not long 
before she came up to me again, and I 
felt a little hand pulling my sleeve. I 
looked down, and there was a little face 
looking up at me, she said:

“ Did you ever kill any body?” (Laugh­
ter).

That is the reputation that these young 
people are struggling to wipe out. Let 
the Turks build up their reputation for 
butchery; we will have none of it. [Ap­
plause].

This Government is to be commended 
in many things, and more particularly in 
this, that while Europe, the seat of civil­
ization is bristling with arms ready to 
deal death and destruction at a moment’s 
notice, some of the best officers belonging 
to the army of this Government, are en­
gaged in pushing the Indian into the path 
of civilization, and teaching him occupa­
tions that are profitable.

We want more of those officers; we 
want more Capt. Pratts, [Applause], so 
that the work of civilization and the 
work of education may move along faster. 
It cannot move too fast. [Applause].
Ca p t . P r a t t .

I became acquainted today with a gen­
tleman from Washington who had never 
been here before. I suggested to him 
that he speak to you, and he has agreed to 
take a few minutes.
REV. DR. A. S. FISKE.

No, no, friends, I didn’t agree to “ make 
a speech” , as the Captain says,but only to 
express my great pleasure in being here 
at Carlisle today, and in seeing the great 
things which I am beholding here. I 
have been wondering why all the speakers 
to-night have come over to this corner of 
the platform and addressed you as “ Boys 
and Girls,”  as “ Children” . It dawns up­
on me, however. Speaking to you, we do 
address the “ children” of a great and an­
cient race—the “ children” of the only race 
of Native Americans of whom we have 
any knowledge. (Applause). With shame 
I acknowledge, for my race, the wrongs— 
irreparable and intolerable—which we 
have inflicted upon your fore-fathers. 
We have wasted you in unequal wars,long 
and bloody. We have wrested from you 
your broad hunting grounds; have forced 
upon you treaties which we have not been 
careful to observe. We have destroyed 
the native virtues of the Indian and rav­
aged him with our vices. We have driv­
en him into the vast and strange wilder­
ness west of the Mississippi and then shut 
him into narrow limits of unwelcome res­
ervations. What all this has bet-n to the 
proud and indomitable spirit of the origi­
nal American, what words can describe? 
I bow before you—“ Children” of a wrong­
ed race—in humble confession of wrongs 
deep and numberless, of our “ centuries of 
shame.” “ R e p a r a t io n  for unpardon­
able work,” is the inscription carved 
into every stone of this great and benefi­
cent institution, on this historic ground. 
This whole work is but an illustration of 
the grand repentance of a people that does, 
after all, mean to be just; is one of those 
works which are “ meet for repentance.”  
All honor to him—the great Soldier, the 
wise Statesman, the grand Man of just­
ice and of peace, who with determined 
will, changed, ennobled and purified the
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whole Indian policy of this Republic— 
Ulysses S. Grant! (Applause.)

Behind this new and just and enlight­
ened policy now stands the vast majority 
of the American people. Thank God! 
What of reparation for the irreparable is 
now possible, this Republic is ready and 
eager to make. You, students and gradu­
ates, with your education and open way 
to worthy, useful and happy lives, are 
proof of the ultimate wisdom and justice 
of the Anglo-Saxon race. May this Gov­
ernment in all its successive administra­
tions, ever continue to give and greatly 
increase all the Indian’s incentives and 
opportunities, and may he improve them, 
till he stands the peer of any in liberty, 
culture, citizenship and a luminous Chris­
tian faith, and so justify and fulfill its up­
lifting purpose and reap its great reward

We witness with delight the progress 
with which you are meeting your great 
chance. We exult in the success of this 
enterprise here at|Carlisle. May its facil­
ities be ever more and more cumulative, 
and complete. May your and our Great 
Father crown this our hope with His gra­
cious benediction! May He gird this in­
stitution with His favor and bless him, its 
head, the beloved of us all, whose wise 
foresight and self denying devotion estab­
lished this great school; who has, for it, 
put aside personal and professional ambi­
tion. In the finer glory of this just and 
holy reparation by the White man to the 
Red, by the intrusive immigrant to the 
Native American, may he find his exceed­
ing great reward! With prosperity, hap­
piness, citizenship and free opportunity, 
equal to each of you, with us all, alike 
“ children” of God, may He crown and 
bless you! [Applause.]
C a p t . P r a t t .

The hour is a little late, but this occasion 
only comes once a year, and if you can 
stanri it, we have other speakers to offer, 
who will undoubtedly interest you. For 
some time past it has come to my knowl­
edge here and there, that a woman in the 
cities of Philadelphia and New York, 
whom I had never met, never heard of, 
was speaking very kindly for Carlisle, 
and the influence she has exerted has 
been most gratifying By good fortune 
she is here, and I have asked her to speak, 
as I know we all will be glad to hear her, 
Mrs. Freeland, of Philadelphia. [Ap­
plause]. There is a whole row of ladies 
down there who ought to be on the plat­
form, but they would not come. That is 
their fault. [Applause.]
ISABEL SPENSER FREELAND.

C a p t a in  P r a t t , L a d ie s  a n d  G e n ­
t l e m e n , a n d  St u d e n t s  of C a r l i s l e : 
I can give little idea of the joy it is to me 
to get away from my busy life to be here 
in this beautiful valley attending this 
Commencement. For some years I have 
been telling people about Carlisle and 
what it stands for in Indian education, 
but until now I have not had time to 
be here Nothing disappoints me; all 
seems better than even my imagination 
had pictured it In my girlhood days I 
used to hear people talking about “ learn­
ing to like tomatoes,”  —to almost every 
»>ne it was an acquired taste. Now, to­
matoes are taken as a matter of course; 
—the one who does not like them is the 
exception.

Owing to conditions arising between 
Indians and white people when the latter 
in various ways appropriated the red 
man’s lands, the Indian showed all his 
savage and revengeful traits; indeed be­
came more and more unlovely under the 
changed conditions, and the white man 
did not love him. But since investigation 
has revealed the reason for the Indians’ 
lack of faith in and desperate resistance 
to the white men who have so long and 
so atrociously wronged them; since a 
growing public sentiment has demanded 
a change of policy the good results of 
which are already recognized, the tine 
traits and noble qualities of the Indian 
are becoming known, and most white peo­
ple have grown to like them.

In reading the works of Fenimore 
Cooper, the Deerslayer became my hero of 
heroes; his love for Chingagook and Uncas 
became my love. By the time I was a 
girl of eleven, my chief delight was to don 
a costume as nearly resembling my idea of 
an Indian maiden’s dress as I could make 
it, by trimming an old white gown with 
bright colors and tinsel, and placing on 
my head a broad band of ribbon in which 
each morning I arranged a standing head­
dress of fresh tansy leaves and feathers, 
with a strong hickory bow in my hand 
and a quiver full of feather-tipped arrows 
at my shoulder, I roamed at will over the

beautiful grounds of the country place at 
which we were staying. My mind filled 
with the love of freedom and the lofty 
sense of honor which I felt belonged to a 
son of the forest. To be sure, if after 
dark, when I had laid aside my Indian 
courage, I had to go through unlighted 
passages, I was in mortal terror of an im­
aginary creeping savage, whose blood 
curdling war-whoop I dreaded each mo­
ment to hear, and the grasp of whose 
brawny hand on my head I seemed to feel, 
with the loss of my much prized b a c k  
h a i r , then long and abundant.

But notwithstanding these unworthy 
terrors, to which I never then referred, 
my belief in the noble traits of the red 
man has never left me and as time has 
gone on, the desire to see him freed from 
his savagery and lifted into the light of 
his possibilities, has become an abiding 
ideal And in this Indian Industrial 
School at Carlisle, I have found my ideal 
fulfilled.

A few years ago I saw a paragraph in 
the “ Silver Cross” , organ of the “ Order 
of the King’s Daughters and King’s Sons” 
in which a young Indian girl asked aid in 
securing subscribers for the “ Indian Help­
er” to help her obtain some prize for 
which she was trying. I spoke of it in 
my classes, and had the satisfaction of 
sending her quite a list of names then, 
and becoming interested, I have since 
constantly told the story of Carlisle, and 
shown the school photographs, of which I 
have nearly all, and have always been 
gratified by the responsive interest shown 
both in the little paper and the photo­
graphs. which give a history m them­
selves. It is more than washing the laces 
and combing the hair of the Indians that 
come to Carlisle; it is more than new 
clothes and new knowledge that is given 
them here; the l ig h t  of h o p e  is plant 
ed in them, and that to my mind is what 
Carlisle represents. AVhen common sense 
and common justice is applied to the 
“ Indian Problem” it disappears—the prob­
lem is no greater and no different from 
that of giving uplift and enlightenment 
to the children of any race.

I would like to leave two thoughts that 
have been helpful to me, with the stu­
dents of this school “ Not what we 
learn, but what we l e a r n  to l o v e ”  is 
the basis of an education. The love of 
learning supplied, and our daily life will 
give the rest. What we love, we seek,— 
what we love to do comes easy to do. 
The other thought supplements this:— 
“ The true province of education is to fit 
its recipients for their life work.”

With the advancing and aggressive 
civilization that has been crowded upon 
this continent by Europeans, the life 
work of the aboriginal American is no 
longer to hunt and fish in unbroken for­
ests, or to follow the war-path against his 
foes. He must adopt the white man’s 
ways and adapt himself to their knowl­
edge, or, be crushed out. He must be­
come an American citizen, skilled in the 
industries of the 19th century civilizatirn. 
He has the capacity to do this; he must 
learn to love to do it. And among the 
many agencies now trying to help the 
Indian in this effort, none, to my belief, 
is better or nearer right than this Carlisle 
School and what it stands for. All honor 
to Capt. Pratt that he is the pioneer in 
the reparation, which we, the white peo­
ple owe and must give, the Indian

The Girls’ Club sang a pretty selection, 
and Misses Mabel Buck and Edith Smith, 
of the graduating class, gave a piano duet.

C a p t . P r a t t . When pupils are passing 
out from Carlisle,—as our graduating class 
tomorrow,—the great question with them 
is, What next? I am glad to say that in 
some instances we can pass them on to 
higher institutions—here in this town of 
Carlisle, to Dickinson and Metzger Col­
leges and the High School. [Applause]. 
And we have always received the hearty 
co-operation of the faculties and students 
of these higher institutions. [Applause], 
While the Presidents and Profest-ors help 
our students on to higher education in 
books, the students help to train our foot­
ball and baseball boys. I present Dr. 
Reed, President of Dickinson College. 
[Applause].
Dr . REED.

C a p t . P r a t t , L a d ie s  a n d  G e n t l e ­
m e n : When I first came into this room
this evening, Capt. Pratt asked me wheth­
er I would make a short address if called 
upon to speak, in case his other speakers 
failed. I said certainly, as I always do; 
but when I glanced at the splendid array 
of Governors and Ex-Governors, Judges 
Statesmen, etc., I comforted myself 
with the hope that it would not be neces­
sary to prepare any speech. Capt. Pratt 
insisted, however, that I should say a few 
words, and of course I consented to do so.

Now, I am exceedingly pleased to speak 
here, not as a representative of another

State, or from another section of the 
country, but to speak on behalf of our 
own town, and as a representative ofCar- 
lisle. It is well enough for us to hear what 
other folks have to say about us, and we 
all like to hear them, but we always like 
to hear what, we are thought of, at least, 
in a portion of our own community. Now 
a motion was made here this evening, 
and carried with very little applause, 
that we should give Capt. Pratt a promo­
tion to Brevet Major. Such an idea 
as that in Carlisle would be considered 
preposterous. Why, we should ask here 
in Carlisle nothing short of a Major Gen­
eralship, and a full one at that (Appiause). 
I have resided in the town of Carlisle for 
nearly eight years, and during that time 
have watched the progress of this school 
with a great deal of interest, and have en­
joyed the marked advancement made by 
it. Each year furnishes new proof of its 
utility, and the successful work which is 
here accomplished, and every Commence­
ment since I have been here has been an 
improvement upon the other. Capt. Pratt 
has to devise ways and means each year 
to accommodate the increasing number 
of guests, as the exercises increase in in­
terest with every passing year, and evi­
dences of marked advancement on the 
part of the students of the school multiply 
on every hand. I know that the Captain 
has been very anxious to learn what his 
boys and girls can do in the line of a higher 
education, so called, although all the ed­
ucation here is of a high grade, and I was 
very much pleased when he suggested 
that two or three of his boys should enter 
the Preparatory School of Dickinson 
College; and I was exceedingly pleased 
again, when last fall two of your boys 
here, Capt. Pratt, entered the Freshman 
class of Dickinson College. (Applause). 
And it is but just to say, although my 
braves are seated up there in full array— 
(Applause)—it is but just to say in the 
presence of your visitors, Capt. Pratt, that 
the second prize for the best preparation 
in the Freshman class for the Latin- 
Scientific course was captured by a mem­
ber of your school. (Applause.) And 
that just indicates another instance in 
the progress of the Indians, and that it is 
time that the whites stir themselves, or 
the Indians will distance them in the race 
for education ; and I hope a great many 
of these young Indian boys and girls will 
be able to secure as high an education as 
the country can afford to give them. By 
and by you will all get to be citizens of 
the United States, gentlemen, and ladies 
also, because the day is speedily coming 
when they will be. (Applause.) We shall 
then expect that you will become inde­
pendent of our country, and also able and 
competent and successful in contesting for 
a higher position in the opinion of the 
American people.

We have learned a good many things 
from the Indians. Our boys, years ago, 
used to practice on your Indians, Capt. 
Pratt, in order that they might fit them­
selves to win the championship on the 
football field. Now your Indians, Capt. 
Pratt, practice on our boys in order that 
they may win in the football field. (Ap­
plause.) I see that they look very much 
alike, too. This side is a full brunette; 
it is blonde over here, but the brunette of 
this side and up in the gallery is all alike. 
Then at certain seasons of the year, in 
the Spring and early fall, almost every 
college boy allows his hair to become 
very long, like the traditional aborigines 
wore. And then the student is just as 
fond of high collars, the wearing of blaz­
ing neckties and sweaters, and one-half of 
the boys up there in the gallery have 
their hair parted in the middle just as the 
Indian boys part their hair. (Laughter.) 
Most of them have an Indian complexion, 
and as I stated, therefore, in many re- 
peets, we all are alike.

I am very proud of this institution, 
and its honored head, and his efficient 
corps of teachers who are conducting the 
work of education so successfully here. 
Capt. Pratt gets a great deal of glory, (not 
more than he deserves), but we must 
not forget the very diligent and faithful 
consecrated body of men and women who 
are standing by his side, helping him in 
his work. (Applause ) We are proud of 
the Indian School; proud of its young 
gentlemen and ladies; they behave well 
on our streets, and they are always per­
fect gentlemen and ladies. We are full

of expectancy and anticipation with re­
spect to the future of the race that at one 
time was deemed almost impossible to 
civilize and elevate, but within the past 
few years such splendid strides in the 
way of civilization and education have 
been made, as to be deemed miraculous.

I was very much impressed when I 
heard the story of those splendid speci­
mens of self-made men, Governors Burke 
and Brady, related here, and hope it will 
be an example and encouragement for 
these young boys and girls. It certainly 
gives us inspiration to hear of such suc­
cess. I was through that school myself, 
Captain Pratt, but Governor Brady beat 
me by forty-five cents a week.

There is no aristocracy of color in the 
United States, no aristocracy of wealth at 
all,but there is aristocracy of intelligence, 
and aristocracy of moral character This 
is the only aristocracy in the length and 
breadth of this splendid republic of ours, 
and in this land, our red brethreu are in­
vited to stay in the same arena, with the 
same chances, and with the same possi­
bilities of splendid success. Thauk you, 
Capt. Pratt, for the privilege of allowing 
me to state our appreciation of the splen­
did school which you have made so vic­
torious by your superb efforts. [Applause].

Ca p t . P r a t t . It is just a little bit 
late, but I have one more speaker to offer 
you, whom I have asked to say a few 
words. Rev. Dr. George L. Spining of 
South Orange, New Jersey.
Dr. SPINING.

L a d ie s  a n d  G e n t l e m e n : Last night I 
addressed a mass meeting of Christian 
Endeavorers in the city of Philadelphia. 
Tonight I see the most noble and impres­
sive form of Christian Endeavorer that I 
have ever seen. This is the grandest 
Christian Endeavor work on earth, lifting 
men up out of the darkuess of heathenism, 
men, women, boys and girls, and making 
American-citizens out of them. This is 
the most wonderful invention of the 19th 
Century, and I will tell you why from an 
illustration. A boy named Tommy was so 
unfortunate as to swallow a penny. He 
commenced to cry, until his mother was 
attracted by his suffering, and asked him 
the reason. He said:

“ 1 swallowed a penny” .
His mother then said to another person 

present:
“ Hurry, run for the doctor.
“ No,” said Tommy, “ Don’t go for the 

doctor, go for the minister.”
“ What do you mean?” asked his moth­

er, “ Do you expect to die?”
“ No,” said Tommy, “ but I heard papa 

say that our minister could get m o n e y  
out  of a n y o n e . ”  [Laughter.]

Now, Capt. Pratt has done better. He 
has been able to get more and make more 
out of the Indian than anyone in this coun­
try. [Applausej. Capt. Pratt has put his 
hands upon the poor blanket Indian in 
his ignorance and heathenism, and out of 
that has made and is still making Ameri­
can Citizens. [Applause]. That is one of 
the most wonderful things of this 19th 
Century. That is a grand Christian En­
deavor work.

I heard a darky, or rather a black brother, 
(I don’t mean to call anybody a darky,) 
telling a story of two frogs. There were 
two buckets of milk in the spring-house 
on a certain farm, and a little green frog, 
one night, came hopping along, and stop­
ped at one of the buckets. He said:

“ I wonder what is in that bucket, I 
guess I will just jump upon the edge of 
the bucket and see.”

So up he jumps, but unfortunately he 
fell right into the milk. When he came 
up to the top, he said:

“ I wonder what sort of a place I am in ; 
I can’t get out, so I guess I will just turn 
over on my back and kick the bucket.”  

He turned over on his back, and kicked 
the bucket. By and by another frog came 
hopping along, and stopped at the other 
bucket. He said:

“ I wonder what is in that bucket. I will 
just jump up on the edge and see.”

He jumped on the edge of the bucket, 
and toppled over, too. When he came to 
the top, he said:

“ My, I wonder what sort of a place I am 
in. I can’t get out, but I will stick to it as 
long as I have life, and never say die. I 
will just keep on kicking and kicking 
until I can’t kick any more.”

So the little froggy kept on a kicking 
and a kicking and a kicking, and next 
morning when the farmer came to the 
spring-house, what did he see? In one 
bucket he saw the little frog that had 
kicked the bucket lying on his back, dead, 
and in the other, he saw a little green 
frog sitting on top of a large pile of butter



[Laughter] which he ottered to sell at 
sixty-five cents a pound. [Laughter]. 
And warranted to be strictly fresh.

Therefore, my friends, never say die, no 
matter whether you are black, red, or 
white, but keep on kicking and kicking 
until you have managed to accomplish 
the object of your ambition. If you go 
through the tailor shop, the harness shop, 
the wagon shop, the paint shop, laun­
dry, printing office, and the others, you 
will see the best educational system in 
the United States, and the kind of butter 
they make at Carlisle.

When I was a boy, forty years ago, I 
lived among the Indians. I travelled with 
them, slept with them; hunted with them. 
I remember in the 50’s,. seeing herds of 
buffaloes stretched across that boundless 
plain thirteen hundred miles long and 
five hundred miles wide, extending from 
Montana down to the Gulf, and helped 
my red brethren to shoot some of them. 
I know their habits very well; but that 
has all gone by, and I know by this time 
you have all turned over a new leaf, and 
are making good American citizens of 
yourselves. God grant you all the success 
possible. [Applause.]
‘C o m m e n c e m e n t E x ercises , T h u r s d a y  A fte r ­

n o o n .
After an opening Overture, “ Tancredi” 

by the band, Capt Pratt, said :
Friends, on behalf of the faculty and 

students of the Carlisle School, I want to 
thank you for your great interest in our 
work, the interest that brings you here to 
witness the simple graduation of a few 
young Indians from this school of a grade 
a little below the high schools of this 
>State. Your presence is a great inspira­
tion to all of us. I call your attention 
to the fact that this is the Eight­
eenth Anniversary, not the Eighteenth 
Graduating Exercises, but the Eighteenth 
Anniversary of this school. There are a 
number of us now at work in the school 
that were here in the very beginning. 
The head of the school, the one who stands 
next to him, and a number of teachers 
and helpers have been here all the time. 
We began with blanket Indians, eighty- 
two of them arriving at the station below 
at one o'clock in the morning of the 6th 
of October, 1879. As the school has pro­
gressed, the iuterest has increased not on­
ly locally,but all over the land,and we have 
the greatest comfort in the fact that the 
general public is so largely beginning to 
think well of our work, and of the Indian. 
We are glad to see you here today. Our 
programs have been distributed through­
out the audience, and there will be no 
necessity for announcements. You can 
all know what comes next. We will now 
have the invocation, and I ask Rev. Dr. 
Dimmick, of Harrisburg, a Methodist 
Pastor of one of the Churches, to invoke 
God’s blessing upon our exercises.

Rev. Dr. Dimmick then led in prayer.
The programme was rendered as fol­

lows :
Soldiers’ Chorus, School and baud.
O r a t io n —Are the Indians Better for 

the Coming of the White Man?” Mary 
M. Miller, Michigan. [See page 7.]

Ca p t . P r a t t . I should have announced 
that the speaker preceding Miss Miller 
is too ill to give his oration. His essay 
will be printed in the March R ed  M a n .

P ia n o  Soeo—“ Remembranceof Home” 
Edith M. Smith, New York.

Or a t io n —“ Football,” Edward Rogers, 
Minnesota. [See page 7.]

March to Victory, by Choir.
O r a t io n — “ A Century’s Growth Among 

the Chippewas,” Julia Williams, Mich­
igan. [See page 8.]

O r a t io n —“ Advancement of the In­
dians,” Brigman Cornelius, Wisconsin.
[See page 8.]

O r a t io n —“ Benifits of Athletics,” 
Clarence Whitethunder, South Dakota.

Or a t io n —“ What the Indians owe the 
United States Government,” Alexander 
Upshaw, Montana. [See page 8.]

The diplomas were then presented to 
the graduates by General John Eaton, 
D. D , LL. D., formerUnited States Com­
missioner of Education, who said:
GEN. JOHN EATON.

In bestowing diplomas generally in con­
nection with our institutions of learning, 
it is very easy to indicate their signifi­
cance. In this case it is difficult, espe­
cially on the one side. None of us outside 
of the red race have had the experience to 
enable us to contrast the circumstances 
from which you came with your condi­
tions here today. The significance of the

diploma in itself given by this school is 
not the same now that it was years ago; 
it has been changing from the time the 
first one was bestowed until the present.

When a new college commences life we 
look to the course of studies it offers in its 
curriculum. We have to measure its 
value from that. When an old institu­
tion bestows its diplomas, we look not 
only at the diploma, but we look at the 
career of the men who have received it— 
at the grand total which the institution 
has accomplished. So with this diploma, 
I say it has been changing from the first 
time it was bestowed until the present. 
Every efficient student, every faithful 
graduate has added to its value—a value 
which has been increased by the progress 
made by both whites and Indians in the 
solution of the Indian problem upon which 
this school has had a leading influence.

The eminent Dr. Anderson, President 
of Rochester University, a very able and 
learned man, came to the Bureau of Edu­
cation in Washington, and told me that 
he had just returned from Florida:

“ I spent my vacation there and I have 
seen something there. A seed has been 
planted there. It is budding, and I want 
you to watch it and help it, until it ripens 
into fruit.”

He described it in most eloquent terms, 
and, foreshadowing its results, repeated:

“ You must watch it. You must help 
it ”

I have watched it from that day to this. 
I became interested in it and here we see 
its results. Here is the fruit which that 
seed has yielded.

It is symbolized by this diploma which 
has its significance not only to you who 
are graduates upon whom it is bestowed, 
but to all the American people. It in­
dicates not only the education of the In­
dians, but of the white people. How we 
have changed! What progress we have 
made! How God has helped us! .

Ulysses S. Grant, that great warrior 
statesman, impressed himself upon the 
policy of the Government. He made his 
influence felt in affairs connected with 
the Indian question. He saw the want of 
this education, and now, what was the se­
cret as disclosed to me by President An­
derson? It was this. Capt. Pratt, then 
a Lieutenant, had been putin charge as an 
officer of the Army, of some of the most 
desperate criminals that had been cap­
tured among the Indians by the army of 
the United States and been condemned to 
years of punishment at St. Augustine. 
His character as a wise Christian man 
came out in his treatment of his savage 
prisoners. He had them do so-called fa­
tigue and police work instead of soldiers, 
and for their good behavior they were 
permitted to work for citizens to increase 
their comforts by their earnings. He and 
his wife and other Christian women 
taught them the Bible. Their consciences 
were aroused. Their moral and spiritual 
natures became active in the Divine light 
and disclosed themselves. Analyze this, 
and here was what the best philosophy of 
culture calls for—the education of the 
head and the hand, but most of all, of 
the heart. A new life had begun within 
them,and as their years of imprisonment 
approached their close, some asked per­
mission to stay away from their savage 
haunts till they could become more like 
white men.

This was accomplished away from 
the reservation and by those guilty of most 
brutal murders. Their transformation 
showed them possessed of the same ele­
ments of nature as the white man and 
capable of the same results under like in­
fluences. We have heard about the new 
woman. Through the wise efforts of Capt. 
Pratt, these brutal Indians had become 
new Indians—nay, new men. Their 
manners, mode of life and purposes were 
changed. They had experienced some­
thing of the power of education—some­
thing of what is signified by this diploma, 
for out of this beginning came Carlisle.

I shall not try to describe the signifi­
cance of this diploma. It is indicated by 
this presence. We have the evidence of 
siglit,—-the most perfect of all our senses. 
But, recall for a moment how the Indian 
has advanced. Then, no Indian could

step out of the tribal relation and become 
a citizen of the United States. Men from 
anywhere else, and of any other color, 
could become citizens; but the Indian, 
who had for an unknown period lived on 
this glorious continent, was the only man 
that could not become an Americati citi­
zen. How many said there was no good 
Indian but the dead Indiau. That has 
all been changed. We believed that the 
Indian was a doomed race; that he was 
dying out, but an investigation of the 
statistics, which happened to be under 
my supervision, refuted that impression. 
When this question was before the Senate 
Committee, an inquiry was sent down to 
the Department for the figures in relation 
to the Indian population. We sent them 
the results, which showed the Indians to­
day in this country to be just as popu­
lous as they ever had been, and these fig­
ures were compiled with the greatest care. 
Yes, the greatest experts who could be 
consulted on the question substantially 
agreed that they were as populous as 
they had ever been since the white man 
entered upon these shores. When these 
figures came before Judge Thurman, that 
eminent Senator from Ohio, he said that 
the Indian is a persistent race, and we 
must deal with him differently. It was 
during this period that only twenty thou­
sand dollars were appropriated by the 
Government for the education of the In­
diau. The Government now appropriates 
over two and a quarter million dollars 
annually.

This school itself—started in this his­
toric place—has made enormous strides. 
Here everything about it speaks for itself; 
but in its infancy how it was rebuffed! 
Capt. Pratt was opposed on every hand, 
yet here on this very ground we have seen 
the workings of this splendid system, and 
the result of that system, in educating the 
head, the hand and the heart, tested and 
approved by the greatest experts. States­
men hesitated, philanthropists looked on 
undecided, but the great work has gone 
on under the guiding care of the noble 
head of this institution, until the nation 
has pronounced its approval.

How it has succeeded! The wisdom 
of the wisest in the methods and prin­
ciples of education has been put in prac­
tice. A corps of associates selected by 
the Superintendent on the merit system 
for their fitness respond to his spirit, and 
thus year by year Indian youth from all 
ihe tribes that could be reached are 
brought here, until to-day it is said that 
over 3000 have come into touch with its 
training. All may not have graduated; 
yet all have felt the effect of its work, 
shared in the semi-creative power of 
education, until today you come each to 
receive its honors, together constituting 
the largest class that has graduated from 
this school.

This diploma certifies that you have 
done your part in the events leading up to 
it. May you do your part in those to 
which it points. It tells that the Indian 
in essentials is the same as the white 
man, though of a different race. The 
white man has known him in his ignor 
ance, and with his intelligence and his 
benevolence and kindness has lifted him 
up until he has attained these results and 
rests on an equality with him. I would 
be unfriendly, my young friends, if I did 
not hope that when you go out into the 
world you would receive similar treat­
ment from the Christian people, but I 
cannot promise it. I cannot promise it. 
1 know how defective are the best results 
of our civilization, and how great the evils 
of the outside world which you must en­
counter. Even the best advantages do 
not assure good character to whites.

I have visited a State Penitentiary, and 
found nine graduates of college, prisoners 
within its walls, and know how evils will 
assail you, how you will be tried; and I 
would that in view of all these encounters, 
the spirit of deliverance, the spirit of 
benevolence could follow you, and help 
you in your future career.

Oh, my friends, I would that we could 
foresee your future, as sure as your past, 
but we must not forget that you have 
charge of that future; that under God’s 
plan it is in your own hands. As I have.

said, changes tell us of what the Indian 
was. We have been learning about him. 
How hard it was for us to see anything in 
the Indian but a warrior and a bitter 
enemy, and only an irreclaimable, worth­
less savage one at that.

How we have been deceived !
Our scientists have found among the 

various Indian tribes great principles of 
religion preserved by tradition. They 
have found systems of law. They have 
found customs relating to all conditions 
of life, of marriage, of the family, of hus­
band and wife and child. They have found 
that the Indjan by his traditions without 
the aid of books has preserved these 
great principles, according to his con­
ception of religion, society, law, states­
manship and life in its various relations. 
There has been growing up among our 
scientists a different respect for the In­
dian, and that respect has begun to dis­
seminate itself among the rest of us.

As these researches go on, I believe the 
time is coming when every man in the 
whole country will believe that the In­
dian as a man has all the capabilities of 
intelligence and honesty.

This school located here in this eastern 
centre has done what a school in the 
West or on the reservation could not do: 
It has revealed the possibilities of Indian 
youth to all classes of honest observers. 
The Indian youtb stand well here in the 
East, and if they could only stay here and 
not return to their former environment 
their chances would be more favorable. 
They have shown our college men that they 
can play ball and be gentlemen. Here in 
the Keystone State they are meeting with 
the generous approval of the people in 
the homes and shops and on the farms, and 
the State shows its appreciation by the 
presence of its chief magistrate—the ex­
cellent Governor, and his eminent associ­
ates witnessing these exercises.

Congress is thinking better of Indians 
iu the annual appropriations it makes lor 
them. The hope is growing throughout 
the land that the Indian will succeed, and 
to do so, he must depend upon himself 
now that he possesses education, that clue 
to the labyrinth of life.

My young friends, in giving you this di­
ploma,! want you to go out with these prin­
ciples before you, of which it is the sign. 
Never lose sight of them, and according 
to the statement of your class motto, with 
a knowledge of God and a knowledge of 
man, knowledge of right and of wrong, 
the knowlege of your duties as taught here, 
no matter where you are, be true to this 
diploma. When tempted or tried, remem­
ber its significance and strive for the 
right. Follow in its footsteps with un­
yielding determination, and you will do 
your share in adding the Indian quota to 
American civilization. God will be with 
you, and you will conquer. [Applause.] 
C a r t . P r a t t .

When I selected Carlisle as the place for 
this school, I had studied the Indian 
question from the time of William Penn 
do a u , and it seemed to me that the most 
suitable and available place in toe whole 
United States was the one selected. [Ap- 
plausej. I am glad to say that I have 
found it so.

This great State of Pennsylvania, start­
ing with the great William Penn, stands 
today foremost iu its friendliness to the 
Indian cause, and is just as kind and help­
ful to the Indian now as it was in the 
beginning.

There is nothing that inspires us more 
on these occasions then to have with us 
the representatives of the State. [Ap­
plause]. And when we have with us as 
now the head man, great in stature, great 
in power, and great in heart, who can and 
will talk to our Indian youth and to all of 
us so well as he always does, it is an in­
spiration. I am glad to be able to intro­
duce to this great audience today the Gov­
ernor of Pennsylvania, Governor Daniel 
H. Hastings. [Applause]. We heard from 
him last year, and are now glad to hear 
from him again.
GOVERNOR HASTINGS.

L a d ie s  a n d  G e n t l e m e n  : I have pro­
mised Captain Pratt to speak to you just 
four minutes. This is the first time in my 
life that I have ever had the honor to sit
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beside an Indian Chief for an hour. (Ap­
plause). I am unable to speak his lan­
guage and he is unable to speak mine,and 
so we have been having a good old fash­
ioned Quaker time of it. (Laughter). He 
is the Governor of the Osage Nation, and I 
think he must be a good Governor, be­
cause I see he wears a large and hand­
some McKinley badge. (Applause.) From 
what conversation I have been able to 
have with him with the manipulation of 
our hands and eyes, I have learned that he 
is Governor of 1(500 Indians and that these 
Indian gentleman who sit beside him 
are the members of his cabinet. This 
brave is the Secretary of the Common­
wealth of the Osage Nation, that his At­
torney General, there, is the Adjutant 
General and here is the Chaplain.(Laugh­
ter). It may be interesting to know that 
although they sit here so quietly and so 
meekly, these statesmen represent the 
ricnest Indian tribe on earth. The 1600 
people comprising the Osage Nation have 
saved up $9,000,000; have invested the 
money in good securities bearing interest 
at five per cent and by that means they are 
kept from starvation in that wild western 
country. I said to you that t had the hon­
or of sittiug beside an Indian Chief for an 
hour (Placing his hand on the shoulder 
of Captain Piatt), I have had the honor 
of sitting beside tw o  Indian Chiefs for an 
hour. (Applause).

One day in Harrisburg, I went to afoot- 
ball game, because the team from the 
college near to my home was to play the 
Carlisle Indian team, and after these In­
dian boys had won the same, I heard 
one man saying to another:

“ I wonder how they will get along with 
Harvard and Yale.”

The gentleman addressed, turning 
around said:

“ The Carlisle Indian School team is 
good enough for me.”

“ I do not know whether all the seven 
hundred Indian boys and girls here as­
sembled have left their chiefs at home; 
I am not sure whether they all have chiefs 
of the tribes which they represent; but 1 
believe I voice the sentiment of all the In­
dian boys and girls here when I say that 
Chief Pratt is good enough for me. (Ap­
plause. 1

I do not want this Governor and his 
Cabinet to interrupt me any more. [Loud 
laughter.]

Stepping forward and in a changed tone 
and attitude the Governor continued:

Ladies and Gentlemen, no one can wit­
ness the touching scene here presented by 
the Indian boys and girls at the conclusion 
of their course of study in this school, the 
conclusion ol their academic life, speak 
ing from this platform, singing American 
patriotic songs, and listening to the wise 
words of counsel from General Eaton, 
without being deeply touched.

If I had been invited to say a word to 
the graduating class, I would say to them 
and to their comrades that the great Gov­
ernment under which we live has been 
very good and kind to them. It has fur­
nished you and your ancestors with food 
and clothing, while living in your western 
home; it has furnished transportation to 
bring you to Pennsylvania, and has given 
you a Capt. Pratt and a corps of teachers, 
and the money and means to give you 
a useful education. No one could listen 
to your inspiring songs, romantic music 
and to the excellent addresses of the grad­
uates, who are for the last time in this 
school, without saying You are my broth­
er; you are my sister; and our great 
Government will always care for you and 
protect you as citizens of the Republic. 
You are now equipped as best may be for 
the duties ol life. You must now take care 
of yourselves. You must tight bravely, 
honorably and honestly your way in the 
world that is now almost too muca over­
crowed. You must abandon the idea 
that this Government will longer feed 
and clothe you. The nation can do noth­
ing more than to f urnish you an education 
and an opportunity to make your own 
career hereal’ier. That is all that this 
Government has undertaken to do for 
you ; that is all it can do. It furnishes the 
opportunity to men and women, whethei 
they have ambition and pride and energy, 
or whether they are willing to sink back 
into that inert condition from which you 
came What we need in this country now 
is less politics and more business. (Ap­
plause.)

The people are beginning to recognize 
this necessity. You must depend upon 
your own individual exertions. You will 
be prosperous or unprosperous according 
as you make use of the abilities and op­
portunities which have come and may 
come to you.

While strolling about the campus this 
forenoon with Captain Pratt, he invited 
me iDto one of the school rooms, and the 
teacher said to me: “ My students have 
just finished readingsomecompositious ” 
and I asked her if she would not have one 
of the boys read a composition I had 
never heard an Indian read an original 
paper. She called up a fine looking fellow, 
and he read an article about the American 
roads in which he described three great 
thoroughfares that led a century ago from 
the Atlantic sea board out into the west­
ern country. His description of those 
American roads was very fine There are 
many more Americau roads, which he 
did not refer to. The American road to 
success and usefulness and confidence is 
the best of all National roads Washing­
ton made a road for freedom, beginning at 
Lexington and ending with Yorktown. 
The road the student was describing was 
the road along which was found the emi­
grant’s wagon. It was through the forests, 
and along it was heard the sound of the 
pioneer’s ax, aud the great multitudes 
that followed it were driving the Indians 
awav from their ancient heritage. As 
civilization came along, the Red Man 
still retreated, until finally he found him­
self, to him. in very close confines in the 
western wilds. It was the march of civ­
ilization, rude, imperative, exacting, aud 
heedless of the aborigines.

Now the Indian is returning upon the 
grand thoroughfares opened up so many 
years ago. The rude sign board and the 
log cabin have given way and now the 
church, the school and the college are the 
sign boards Sheridan, Custer and Miles, 
warriors who won distinction as Indian 
fighters, have sheathed their swords, and 
the decendants of their erstwhile foemen 
are brought back across mountain and 
valley, and the great father at Washing 
ton has prepared for you the means of 
education and the opportunities for use­
fulness, which areopen to all and of what­
ever color

If our Government would make Cap­
tain Pratt the great chief of all the In­
dians, the Indian question would in a 
short time be settled forever. (Applause) 
It is a satislaction to feel that the Indian 
boys and girls who go out from this school 
into the world are now upon an equality 
with all other American boys and gills. 
You have equal rights with them in this 
State, and when you become of age, you 
will share the greatest of all privileges, t he 
right to vote. You are upon an equal 
footing in all the fields of usefulness t<> 
make yourselves successful. The great 
door of opportunity has been swung wide 
open, and the lowliest and the humblest 
have chances equal to the most favored. 
Look at that statue! [Pointing to a stat ue
upon the platform ]

There was a time when he was only a 
wild flower growing upon the prairies of 
Illinois, and now all history loves to bless 
the name of Abraham Lincoln *

Look at that oi her statue! Once he was 
a poor boy learning the trade of a tanner. 
To-day the shining pages of American 
history would be incomplete without the 
name of Ulysses S. Grant.

We do not forget that your Commander, 
Captain Pratt, and those who have follow­
ed his lead, have done more to solve the 
Indian question than all the armies in 
America, and I hope that our Govern­
ment when it is able; [I am sorry that 
it is not aide now] when it inoeas^s the 
revenues, and the treasury begins to fill 
to the brim, and the silver aud gold 
question is settled forever, and our factor­
ies and business establishments are all 
prosperous, I hope, then, that the great 
Chief at Washington will put his arm deep 
into the treasury and give every Indian 
boy and girl in the land as good an oppor­
tunity for education and for usefulness as 
has been given to this graduating class 
this afternoon.

C a p t . P r a t t . Our Commencement ex­
ercises, this year, seem to have fallen on 
an unfortunate time so far as the author­
ities in Washington are concerned. A 
number of our Legislators and Depart­
ment officials have not been able to come 
because it was impossible for them to get 
away. General Miles could not come. 
He fully intended to, and we expected 
him on the noon train, but instead he 
sends this telegram:

W a s h in g t o n . D. C., March 11, 1897.
Ca p t a in  R. II. P r a t t : I regret that owing to 

press ol ollicial business it is impossible for me to 
leave Washington today. It will give me great 
pleasure to visit your industrial school in the 
near future and to personally see the progress 
that has been made by your great industry and 
splendid management. I wish the institution that 
you have created and have brought to such a high 
condition of perfection every prosperity.

N elson  A . M il e s ,
Maj. Gen. Commanding the Army.

We have just heard from the greatest 
Governor of the greatest State, [Applause] 
and we have a great Governor of a very 
great Indian nation, one of the richest of 
all the tribes. He is elected Governor, 
not made so by birth. He is elected by

vote of his people, and the Councillors 
that he has with him are also elected. I 
now have the great pleasure of intro­
ducing to this audience Sassy Chief, Gov­
ernor of the Osage Nation.
SASSY CHIEF.

I have been invited here to attend the Indian 
School by Captain Pratt, here. When I left 
my nation to attend to business at Washing­
ton, it was my intention to visit this school. By 
the request of my council at home, I was sent here 
with my men to transact business at the depart­
ment at Washington. The new President has 
been very busy, and I have had no chance of get­
ting to talk to him. I have now been very nearly 
three weeks in Washington, and have seen the 
ways of the Government officials, and am very 
well pleased with them; and we have to stay and 
watch our interests there. After getting our busi­
ness transacted with the department, I will then 
return to my country. I am well satisfied with 
the new President, Mr. McKinley. (Applause). In 
the last thirty years, the time of the rebellion, 1 
and my interpreter here were in the army, and 
served all through it as any other old soldier did. 
I think well of the new President, and expect him 
to be a friend of mine, because I helped him in the 
former war. (Applause). When I have business I 
will call on him.

I am aware that there are a great many tribes of 
Indians, but I can say for my people that we are a 
standard among them all. This gentleman (refer­
ring to Gov. Hastings) who just spoke before you, 
I find out Is a big man among you all. (Applause). 
From what little I could hear, that man made you 
a good talk. Last night in sitting here, I heard 
some good men talk just what was right for the 
benefit of the school. On the other hand all our 
affairs stand in the hands of the department, and 
we look to them for help. The way that I mean 
for help, is to attend to our affairs correctly for 
us. I was here once before, and that is the man 
that I saw at that time, (referring to Captain 
Pratt) who has had the management of the school 
since that time. I can say proudly for my nation 
that we are one of the main causes for this Insti­
tution. I will have great things to take home to 
my people. I want to say to the children that are 
under Captain Pratt’s charge, if they listen to 
Captain Pratt’s advice, they will never do any­
thing that is wrong. (Applause).

I want to make a few remarks to the children of 
the Indian school. You are all just the same as 
one family; we are all brothers and sisters. You 
are all aware that there is one thing that will 
raise you up, and that is education. Do what is 
right, a-nd you will get along. Educate your 
hearts, your mind and your hands, and you will 
always succeed sometime in the future. Do like 
the white people. You boys and girls are better 
educated than I over was. I have a boy. and I am 
trying to make a man of my boy. I am trying to 
make him learn to be a good man. (Applause).
C a p t . P r a t t .

I have just one more speaker. My friend 
Rev. Dr. Spiniug was born and raised 
among the Indians, and I have asked him 
to speak to us again this afternoon; he 
was so interesting, last night, we must 
hear from him again.
REV. DR GEORGE L. SPINING.

L a d ie s  a n d  G e n t l e m e n : I hope, dear friends, 
that we are getting to the bottom of the Indian 
question. I think we are beginning to see what 
will be a near and ready solution of the whole In­
dian problem. We have all been in the dark; all 
missed the point of the whole matter.

I heard a story of a Dutchman and a Yankee, 
and the Yankee was twitting the Dutchman about 
his obtuseness in catching the point of an Ameri­
can joke; couldn’t see our wit. The Dutchman 
said to him:

“You can’t tell me any joke that I can’t tell you 
the point.”

The Yankee then went on:
“ I was riding in the country, and arrived at a 

cross-roads, and there was a sign post, which said, 
‘One hundred miles to Cincinnati, fifty miles to 
Columbus, persons who can’t read, will please in­
quire of the blacksmith on the corner.’ ”

“ Well,” said the Dutchman, “go on.”
The Yankee said, “That is all.”
“ Do you mean to tell me that is a joke?” said the 

Dutchman.
The Yankee replied, “Yes.”
The Dutchman then said: “Give me time until 

morning, and I will come around, and tell you 
what the point is.”

The next morning the Dutchman came around 
laughing and slapping his thighs in great shape. 
Said he:

“ I have found the point of that joke. I began to 
dream last night, and it came to me right off.” 

“ Well, what is it?”
The Dutchman replied:
“There is the sign post, One hundred miles to 

Cincinnati, fifty miles to Columbus, any persons 
who can’t read, will go to the blacksmith shop on 
the corner, and inquire.”

“ Yes.” said the Yankee; "now where is the joke?” 
“ Well,” said the Dutchman, “ supposing that man 

who can’t read goes to the blacksmith shop on the 
corner, and the blacksmith is not at home; that’s 
the joke. Ha! Ha!” [Laughter.]

Now, my friends, let us not miss the point of this 
Commencement. We all hope to make good Ameri­
can citizens out of these red men. If the policy of 
industrial education adopted here has been work­
ing the most good, and developing educated self- 
supporting citizens out of these Indians, we all 
ought to advocate Capt. Pratt’s policy, and have 
that policy adopted by our Government universal­
ly. [Applause.] We have driven the Indian back 
and back, from the Atlantic to the Pacific, kept

him in his tribal relations; but there is one thing 
we have never been able to do; we have failed to 
put a handcuff on him. lie will die before ho will 
wear a chain. [Applause.] The Indian is ener­
getic, and if given the means, will push himself 
forward like the rest of us. There is a splendid 
manhood in these original Americans, and now the 
time has come when we have a new race here at 
Carlisle; the evidences of their energy and intelli­
gence we have seen here in the skillful work of 
their own hands and brains. I believe in giving 
the Indian as good a chance as we give the white 
children or any other children in this country. 
[Applause.] We heard the description detailed 
here by General Eaton of the bud that was plant­
ed in the south, and the fruits that have arisen 
from it, which indicates very clearly that if we 
give them the same chances as the white children, 
the fruit will surely develop. The difficulty we 
have to contend with on the Reservations is to 
keep the Indian children away from their homes, 
and from failing back again into barbarism. Here 
in the east where they can’t get out to their for­
mer life, they will get along. We have all felt the 
power that will cause us to gaze down a deep 
cavern or precipice, and how the weirdness will 
draw us over. I remember once looking down in­
to the Yosemite and how I dropped down on my 
hands and knees, crawled backward, fearing that 
the powerful influence would cause me to plunge 
over and down to destruction. How many of us 
understand that influence! It illustrates the in­
fluence which causes the Indian to drift back to 
his former habits again, if once sent back to the 
Reservation. I believe that the generous Govern­
ment of the United States is coming out at last 
from its darkness on the Indian question, and has 
and will adopt a generous policy which will make 
American citizens of our red brethren ;and nothing 
has given me more pleasure than to hear that 
over two millions of dollars have been appropri­
ated by Congress for Indian education. If it were 
twice that, how happy we would be if applied to 
an Indian School system like this! We would 
then know that we were coming to the end of the 
Indian problem, and yet what is it? There are 
forty thousand Indian children of school age in 
this country, which is not one-fourth of the 
educational problem in the city of New York. We 
are beginning to realize that this splendid indus­
trial system of education is the best one, and I 
trust we can show clearly to Congress that Capt. 
Pratt has been on the right track in educating and 
helping the Indian to self-support. [Applause.] 
Thousands of slums in the various cities are being 
cleaned out, and made spots of paradise. Why 
can’t we do the same for the Indian? I trust the 
time is not far away when it will be done. There 
was an old blacksmith who received a commission 
from somewhere to make a link chain. He had to 
make every link of the chain of the samo thick­
ness, and same size. He worked, therefore, day in 
and day out, hammering away, until the people 
around wondered what it was he was making with 
such great care, and with no one to help him; but 
the old blacksmith worked on alone, making each 
link as strong as the other, because he knew the 
strength of any chain was only equal to its weak­
est link. Ho worked on and on bestowing as much 
care on one link as the other, until his work was 
finished, when the end of the blacksmith’s life 
came, and they took him to a place where his fore­
fathers slept. In the meantime the order came to 
put that link chain to the sheet anchor of one of 
the great American liners. That American liner 
carried nearly two thousand souls ou board, and 
was crossing the Atlantic in fair weather, but sud­
denly a storm appeared, the waves tossed and 
the wind howled, and out of the darkness came the 
hoarse cry, “ Breakers ahead.” One thousand or 
more feet ahead could be seen the white foam 
dashing, and when that hoarse cry was heard, 
every face turned and shuddered as they ap­
proached the very jaws of death.

“ Let go the right anchor!” the captain ordered, 
and down went the anchor with the chain attach­
ed, but as soon as the links straightened out, the 
chain parted.

“ Let go the left anchor!” was the next order, 
and the same mishap happened to that. As soon 
as the links straightened out, the chain parted. 
Then came the final order:

“ Let go the sheet anchor!” And down it went 
with a roll of thunder, straight down until it 
caught on the rocks underneath. The links 
straightened out, and the ship plunged and plung­
ed, the waves hammered and hammered on its 
sides, but the chain held throughout it all. After 
a while the storm was over, and the ship was safe 
with its living load, and that old blacksmith’s 
chain stood strong and firm, for he had put his life 
blood into it. [Applause.]

So it has been with the Indian chain of industri­
al education. It started down in the south, and 
every link has been welded firmly and each one 
alike, until it can stand the test of time, and the 
old blacksmith is still living, and his name is Oapt. 
Pratt. [Applause.]

There were times When Capt. Pratt fought the 
United States for his ideas; times when he was 
ready to sacrifice every personal interest, knowing 
himself to be in the right. God grant that there 
may be no opposition in the future. Mav you, 
the faithful teachers of Carlisle always be suc­
cessful in your work of educating these children, 
and may the sheet anchor you have been making, 
link by link, hold against the tempests of man­
hood and all storms of the future. God grant 
that it may. r Applause].

Now, boys aud girls, when you go out into the 
world, you must fight for yourselves, but always 
do what is right, and follow the splendid examples 
you have been taught here; if you do this, you will 
progress, and when your time comes to say goodby 
to all those around you, you can be happy in the 
thought that you have tried your best and won. 
God bless all of you. [Applause].
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and beheld all the plain of Jordan, that 
it was well watered everywhere, even as 
the garden of the Lord,”  and that was 
enough. It does not take Lot a long time 
to make his choice, and it does not take 
him a long time to show what was in him. 
It never does. It is remarkable how, 
even in little things we reveal our true 
selves.

The contrast between Abraham and Lot 
in this whole procedure illustrates the 
lesson very forcibly. The one thinks of 
God, and what he owes to God, and of 
what God is to him, and of what he is to 
be as a servant of God’s. The otner 
thinks of only himself and what he shall 
get, and because he is blind to generosity 
and love and all that which is elevating, 
he is cheated out of all the true and last­
ing good in life. The great lesson in this 
whole history is that “ whilst we think of 
making a living, God is thinking of what 
our living is making us ”

Then let me urge upon you another 
lesson. Always bear in mind the .folly 
and the loss of a choice made without 
taking God into consideration.

Lot did get “ the fertile land of Jordan” 
and with it much that his heart craved 
most; and what of it? Look at that 
pitiable picture of the man leaving all 
and fleeing for his life,and you have the an­
swer Whilst Abraham is living by faith, 
growing stronger each day and nearer to 
God, Lot is losing faith and growing far­
ther away from and less like God.

Oh, there is a lesson there that will be 
profitable to you many times throughout 
your life. Let me urge you to study it 
well.

I do not know what difficulties you will 
have to encounter. I do not know what 
suffering you may be called upon to en­
dure. I do not know what antagonists 
you have to face, but I do know a 
power that will fit you for all of them, and 
I plead with you to keep near that power. 
Always keep in fellowship with God and 
His son Jesus Christ, and I am sure you 
all will wear the crown of righteousness 
that sparkles with jewels brighter than 
any the world can ever offer you, a crown 
of jewels that the world can never take 
from you. You are helping to solve a prob­
lem in which this whole nation is inter­
ested. Oh! Do your part well, and may 
God’s richest blessings ever be with you.

C o n iin e iicem en t V is ito r s .
In addition to the names of visitors given in 

Miss Wilbur’s article on first page there were with 
us as guests during Commencement the following:

Rev. George L. and Mrs. Spining, E. Jrange. N. ,L, 
Mrs. and Miss Agnew. of New York., Mrs. Marion 
Jennings, Lafayette, Ind.. Mrs. N. M. Allen, St. 
Louis, Mo., Mrs. Guy LeRoy Stevick, Denver, 
Colo., Mr. Joseph Ross, Pine Ridge, Dak., Mr. Geo. 
Appleton. Langhorne, Pa.. Mr. J. W. Balderston 
and Mr. Geo. 0. Brooks. Lalraska, Pa., Mr. and 
Mrs. Elwood Balderston. Octoraro, Md„ Mr. and 
Mrs. John Bishop, Columbus, N. .T., Mr. and Mrs* 
Banks and Miss Banks. Philadelphia, Mr. and Mrs 
Davidson, Newville, Mrs. x\. M. Daniels, Swarth- 
more. Miss Evans, Phila., Mr. Jacob Edge, and Miss 
Elizabeth D. Edge, Downingtown. Mrs. Isabel Spen­
ser Freeland, Phila., Mr. and Mrs. Cyrus Griest. 
Miss Sabilla Griest. and Mr. J. W. Prickett, of 
Sunnyside, Mr. T. Groff. Avondale, Mr. Alfred 
Halftown. Warren. Miss Emma Johnson and Miss Eliza Connelly, Lincoln Institute, Phila.. Miss 
Delia Pierce, Irving, N. Y.. Mr. and Mrs. S. Morris 
Jones, Miss Jones, and Mr. Evart B. Sharpless, 
Bakers. Pa., Mr. J. H. Knight, Hulmevillo. Mrs. 
Deborah Leeds, Miss Sarah P. Leeds, Miss Mai - 
garette Leeds; Miss Kate Mander, Oak Lane. Mr. 
Thomas Mellor, Miss Eliza Mellor and Miss Hanna 
Mellor, West Chester, Miss Emily Maule and Miss 
Maule, Clomnell, Miss Ella M. Nivin and Miss 
Myra Nivin, Landenburg, Mr. R. P Nisley and 
Miss Nisley, Mt. Joy. Miss E. W. Reeves and Eliza 
R. Stokes. Philadelphia, Mr. W. A. Smith. Mr. Har­
vey Smith, Miss Annie M. Weigle and Miss Ella 
Wickersham, Bendersville, Miss Rebecca Scott. 
Philadelphia, Miss Margaret Scott, Concord, Miss 
Lizzie Sharpless, Miss Mary Sharpless, John P. 
Sharpless. Landenburg, Miss Cora Tuller. Phila­
delphia, C. T. Vanartsdale, Newtown Bucks, Co., Thomas Woolman, Philadelphia, Dr. and Mrs. Dreibelbis and son. Reading Pa.

CO M M EN CE M EN T ORATIONS.
THE CONQUERORS DEBT TO THE 

CONQUERED.
BY FRANK JONES, SAC & FOX TRIBE,

In studying the history of nations from 
the earliest periods of which we have auy 
records, we find that all, at some time or 
other have beeu engaged in conquests. 
Since every nation has had its period of 
struggle either for existence or for su­
premacy, it is not known which are the 
original owners of the lands now occupied. 
And so from time immemorial these 
conquests have been and are still going 
on. The aggressive nations of Europe 
have reached out their grasping hands 
until their provinces may be found in 
every part of the world.

If a nation acquired the title to its ter­
ritory by overcoming auotlier people, the 
question arises: what treatment did the 
conquered receive? Were they given 
back a part of their territory, paid for the 
balance and offered opportunities for im­
provement; or were they enslaved, driven 
out, or exterminated ? Only in the case of 
the North American Indians who were 
conquered by our own nation and the 
Goths who were conquered in the fourth 
century by the Eastern Roman Empire 
have efforts been made for the education 
and advancement of the conquered.

China, supposedly the oldest of nations,

save Egvpt, was, as far as we know, first 
inhabited by a race of barbarians. The 
different races began very eaGy to scatter 
over the country subduing other peoples 
until many separate and distinct nations 
were formed. A branch of the Turanian 
race entered China from the west and 
conquered it. The aborigines were not 
allowed to keep any part of their lands, nor 
were they paid for them, but were ruth­
lessly pushed out.

The same condition was true of India, 
which nation has held its own through 
many centuries. Historians tell us that 
the Aryan people have done more than 
any other, toward civilizing the world. 
They laid the basis of civilization for the 
foremost nations. The branch of this peo­
ple which settled in India, conquered a 
non Aryan people, who either accept' d 
the yoke of bondage or fled from their own 
country Anoi her branch of the same peo­
ple. calling themselves Hellenes, left 
their Asiatic home, entered Europe and 
planted colonies in Hellas or Greece

As in the case of the Chinese, they found 
the country inhabited by a race of people 
whom they conquered and reduced to slav­
ery A glance at the subsequent history 
of Greece, shows that once securing a 
firm hold on the peninsula, she extended 
conquests first over the neighboring peo­
ples and later, over almost the whole of 
the then known world. What became of 
these subjugated provinces? Their in­
habitants were reduced to serfdom and it 
is astonishing to know how many slaves 
there were in Greece. In some parts 
there were ten to every free citizen, and 
in others, out of five hundred thousand 
inhabitants, four hundred thousand of 
them were slaves. In Alexander’s con­
quests sometimes the inhabitants of whole 
provinces were enslaved. Thus the gov­
ernment of liberty-loving Greece neither 
gave lands to her thousands of conquered 
people, nor did she appropriate millions 
for their support and education

England the mother of our country and 
the foremost of civilized nations, had a 
similar series of conquests. Angles and 
Saxons migrating westward from the 
Teutonic tribes entered Britain and con­
quered the Celts and Britons. Those from 
whom these possessions were wrested, 
lingered in a helpless condition until the 
twelfth century. The privilege of sharing 
equally the liberty of their conquerors, 
being denied them, they were really in a 
condition of servitude. Thus began the 
nation “ upon whose territory the sun 
never sets.” To this we find a striking 
contrast in the treatment of the Indians 
by the United States.

They, it is true, once held full and un­
disputed sway over the whole of the West­
ern continent, but we have sufficient proof 
to warrant the belief that even they were 
not the original inhabitants. Since they 
have no written history, we can get no 
authentic account of their wanderings. 
Their former possessions, which were vast 
tracts of land lying in a state of nature, 
are now completely absorbed by a great 
and Christian nation. For years this na­
tion has been endeavoring to rescue these 
unfortunates from a state of barbarism 
and has spared neither effort nor expense 
to have the active forces of a Christian 
civilization brought to bear upon them 
They are no longer looked upon as a 
conquered people; no longer as savages 
and vagabonds; but that happy day has 
arrived when the independent manhood 
of the Indian is recognized They have 
been taken into the fold of this generous 
government and made a veritable part of 
its population.

In many cases the conquered may be 
ignorant, of a civilized life, or incapable 
of governing themselves, still they de­
serve an opportunity to improve their 
condition, if only to have lands and a 
share in the advantages which are com 
mon to all. Nations which have advocat­
ed the principle, “ Subjugate the province 
that you may take as much out of it as 
possible,”  may well look to this, the 
greatest Republic in the world for an ob­
ject lesson Well may the people of the 
United States pride themselves upon 
having set the highest example of justice, 
liberty and xihilanthropy. The govern­
ment not only has been just to this once 
proud race; but has been exceedingly 
generous. Among the great deeds, which 
fill up its history, stand out prominently, 
the united efforts of the people and the 
government towards enlightening and 
Christianizing the red man. Millions of 
dollars have been expended; thousands 
of self-sacrificing workers have labored 
with untiring energy, the greatest minds 
have concentrated their best thoughts up­
on this question; all this has been done 
for the common purpose of hastening the 
time when the life of these people shall 
be blended with that of this nation.

ARE THE INDIANS BETTER FOR 
THE COMING OF THE WHITE 

MAN?

BY MARY MILLER, TRIBE, CHIPPEWA.

Many people of to-day wonder if the In­
dian is better for the coming of the white

man into his country. Many say that he 
has not been made better, while those 
working with him claim that he is slowly 
but surely marching toward civilization.

Compare the Indians who inhabited 
America before it was discovered, with 
those of to-day. Then he was a roaming 
child of the forest and the desert: the 
wastes and solitudes of Nature were his 
congenial home; his freedom was un­
tamed and his life was in harmony with 
the lonely rivers, mountains and cata­
racts among which he dwelt. To-day he 
has clothed himself with the white man’s 
dress, adopted manv of his ways and in 
many cases is holding offices under the 
government. Simply proving what is 
true of all nations, civilization comes by 
growth.

At first the Indian’s mode of living was 
rude. He had no special place of abode, 
but went just where his canoe drifted; his 
chief food he obtained from the rivers, 
lakes and forests: his clothing was made 
from the skins of animals, his cooking 
utensils were rudely made of clay aud 
the place he called home was made of 
bark and sometimes painted skins of ani 
mats. He was not fond of labor and was 
satisfied with the present, in the short 
hour of plenty he forgot the season of 
want; so when the snow aud sleet came 
in the wintei, he sickened and died. They 
had a belief that there was a Great Spirit 
who made animals and men.

When America was being settled the 
Indian saw and studied the ways of the 
white man, he wanted to imitate a. d 
didn’t know exactly how. Unconsciously 
he, stepped into the path of civilization, 
from a wigman he went to a log-hut, 
though rude, still it was an improvement, 
then ne began to use the iron implements 
of the white man aud he increased the 
size of his corn fields. At first he was 
kind to the white man and displayed 
noble social traits to him. When he saw 
the white man starving, he gave him 
food, a bed to rest upon and clothes to 
wear. Later he did just what any nation 
would do aud many nave done. When 
he saw ship-load after snip-load of white 
men come to settle his country he began 
to make war upon them. The only weap­
ons he had were his tomahawk, his bow 
anti arrows, later he obtained lire arms 
from the white man, but his way of fight­
ing is said to have been brutal. This is a 
question however that history throws 
some light upon.

During the reign of Nero the Christians 
were treated more bi utally by the Romans 
thau the white man was by the ludiaus. 
Even to this day the Turks torture the 
Armenians so, that the latter look upon 
death as a blessiug. The younger genera­
tion of Indians are neglected and even 
despised by many on account of the 
brutality of their forefathers to the white 
man.

In spite of the few improvements he 
has made, the white mau often thinks 
that the Indiaus will never learn the arts 
of civilization, but he forgets that it is 
step by step that the top is reached and 
that his own exalted position was attained 
after centuries of struggling. Because of 
his greed for wealth, he tried to destroy 
the Indian as he did the forests.

The intellect of the Indian is like that 
of a child. In studying psychology, we 
learn that a man in his infancy possesses 
all his intellectual faculties, and if his 
surrounding conditions are favorable and 
his organism in perfect order, they develop 
as the external energies act upon his 
senses, not at once but as slowly as the 
flowers unfold one after another on the 
stalk which supports them.

The surroundings ot the Indian long ago 
were not what they are today. Instead 
of keeping the Indians on a reservation or 
allowing them to roam over the plains, 
government schools are being provided 
for toe youth where they receive a liberal 
education and also learn a trade. The 
aim of these educators is to fit the Indians 
to go out into the world like the negroes 
of the South or the European immigrant 
of the North and become a part of the 
nation. A person, of any nationality 
coming into our country cannot help but 
become as the people of the Uni ted States. 
The Indian, slow as he is in his habits, is 
becoming citizenized also. Among many 
of them today, the romance of the wig­
wam is a thing of the past. They now 
live in a more hygienic way, often in 
good houses, some brick, some frame. 
It is true, however, not all the polished 
ways of civilization find genial soil among 
them.

The workers among the Indians, like 
teachers of infants, watch the first sign of 
the awakening of the faculties, that for 
ages have lain dormant. Many Indians 
of today are glad and anxious to have 
their children go away from their reserva­
tion homes to be educated like the child­
ren of the white man. He sees how his 
country has been changed and he sees the 
wonderful things the white man can do 
and realizes that it is the white man’s 
education that gives him the power.

It is sad to say that there are two kinds

of workers among them. One works to 
elevate the Indians, he Christianizes and 
educates him, while the other attempts to 
corrupt and ruin him, for he takes the In­
dian’s corn, oats and wheat and in returp 
gives him cider, beer and whiskey. This 
drives him to desperation, inflames his 
savage nature, letting loose the wolves of 
want and wretchedness to invade and 
destroy his home. Thus, there are two 
influences, one tends to strengthen and 
upbuild his entire being, the other weak­
ens him morally, mentally and physic­
ally

Many, among my people to day, are 
self-supporting aud useful citizens. 'Some 
are farmers and others follow professions 
in towns and cities, and a great many are 
found training themselves for usefulness. 
In many localities in the West, Indiaus, 
who bavt been educated in eastern 
schools, will be found teaching those of 
their own race. Of course the old In­
diaus can not be expected to be as ener­
getic as the younger generation for deep- 
rooted habits of generations can not be 
changed in a day, nor in a year, nay not 
even in a life time; but as it took time to 
place the English nation where it now 
stands so will it take time to make an ed­
ucated race of the Indian. Many are 
anxious to become one of the great family 
of citizens and they know that, they can­
not unless they break away from their 
tribal relations and adopt the ways of the 
white man; therefore, they are slowly 
breaking away from the old ways and 
joining the grand army of citizens, who 
make up the greatest and grandest of 
repub ics.

If the whitemau had never set foot upon 
the American continent, we, the younger 
generation of Indians would still be in 
ignorance as were our forefathers. It 
has now been over four hundred years 
since the white man came and you see 
the result, as our country has been de­
veloped and transformed from a vast, 
forest to a useful country; so have we 
been changed instead of "being wild sav­
ages like our forefathers, we, as you see 
are slowly becoming a useful and educat­
ed race.

FOOT-BALL.

B y  E d w a r d  8 . R o g e r s , Cj i ip r e w a , 
of M in n e s o t a .

Man is an animal that needs to play 
sometimes. As far back as we can study 
into the history of nations, we find that 
their usual pastime was some form of 
athletics and now we find that they arouse 
more interest than ever. A few years ago, 
there were not many athletic associations, 
but now every town of any importance has 
its general and Y. M. O. A. athletic clubs.

The most beneficial of the athletic as­
sociations are those established in the 
schools, colleges and universities, for it 
is in a boy’s school days that he most 
likes vigorous exercise. Even the girls 
since they have beeu admitted to colleges, 
have taken quite a liking to athletics and 
some have b come exports in these lines, 
so now, it is not an uncommon thing to 
see in the daily papers whole columns 
about the athletic girl or the “ new wo­
man” as she is commonly called

These games wi*ll, in a measure do for 
us what the contests in the Olympian 
games did for the Greeks. At every con­
test, large crowds coming from all parts 
of the country, are gathered, each having 
different ideas by the exchange of which, 
they cannot help being improved.
The games between the different colleges 

of this country, are very interesting 
and always attract large crowds. These 
are interesting because the colleges are 
represented, not by professionals who play 
for money, but by amateurs who play for 
the love of the sport.

This desire on the part of some young 
men to become professionals, has spoiled 
three of the best of college sports, namely 
boxing, base-ball and racing.

I hope foot-ball, which is one of the 
greatest of autumn games, will never be 
spoiled by any such desire, nor do I be­
lieve that it will, for the reason that no­
thing but a gentleman can ever play the 
game. A man with any of the brute in­
stincts in him, will always show them in 
a game and he will not be allowed to play. 
A gentleman will play only for the love 
of the sport and for the good results, he 
may gain from it.

Many people are prejudiced against 
this game, because of its seemingrough- 
ness, but if we should look up the statis­
tics of the four largest colleges of this 
country, we would find that more have 
been injured fatally or otherwise in base­
ball and other games than ever were in 
games of foot-ball. One who never was 
on a foot ball team would naturally think 
of appearances only and continue to op­
pose the game. But those who have 
taken part in a game aud played through 
a season, fairly, and as gentlemen with 
gentlemen, cannot but admit that they 
have gained physically, mentally and 
morally, are stronger, better, wiser and 
more self-possessed, because of the sport.

There is no doubt as to the physical 
good that can be derived from foot-ball,
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for the training is such, that it is neces­
sary for a player to have regular habits. 
He eats at * regular hours of plain, 
wholesome food, and only in quantities 
demanded by a healthy appetite. Thus 
is strengthened, digestion, and a good di­
gestion, means good health. To make 
tnis statement stronger, I have seen weak, 
puny boys, who went into training, come 
out at the end of the season good and 
strong. It is good tor a strong, healthy 
boy, for it is a time of life when he seeks 
and needs violent exercise, hard work 
and weary limbs to develop his muscles 
and strengthen his frame. These require­
ments, he can get in a game of foot-ball.

Mentally, the game teaches a young 
man self-control. He must learn to 
control his temper. In a game, plenty of 
opportunities are afforded for a young 
man to show his bad temper, he knows if 
he does, he will be disqualified, as want­
ing in the necessary discipline, to play 
with gentlemen. Again, he must control 
any desire he may have for indulging in 
luxuries or dissipation of any kind, for he 
must have perfect control of nerve and 
muscle, and dissipation will not give this, 
all know to their sorrow, and last he must 
submit to severe discipline which the 
coaclvers and captain demand of him. He 
is a soldier under training. Another 
great help, mentally, is that when travel­
ing around he sees places, which before he 
had only heard of or read about. Seeing 
them with his own eyes he can under­
stand and keep them in mind better than 
he could after long hours of study.

Morally it is a great help to the player, 
and this is one of the strongest points in 
favor of the game. A football player is 
held in the highest estimation by his 
classmates and schoolmates and by his 
example, he gives them a standard to fol­
low, a standard of temperance, self-con­
trol, attention to work, and above all, to 
be a man even in defeat.

One who, while watching a game of foot­
ball never felt the ambition to be strong, 
quick, alert and skillful, is lacking in some 
mauly qualities that he needs, and every­
body else needs to be eminently successful 
in life. It is as Wellington said, that all 
the great men of England were made on 
the play grounds of the public schools. 
Exercise is just as necessary to health as 
books are to the mind, and one who has a 
strong healthy body can do better work 
with his brain. Since the bicycle has been 
invented, since an active interest has been 
taken in athletics and since football is be­
ing played in a systematic way, we find that 
the pale, hollow eyed student is fast dis­
appearing from our colleges. Too much 
praise can not be given to Camp, Bell and 
many other promoters of foot-ball, who 
by their earnest labor have made it an in­
teresting and less injurious game, so 
that every college boy is willing to forego 
luxury and dissipation for the privilege of 
playing it and by it to attain renown.

Class-mates and school-mates, here we 
stand lined up against civilization, with 
Capt. Pratt as centre and the Carlisle 
school and faculty as guards, and they are 
opening up the line for us to go through. 
Let us follow our interference well, and 
squirm and struggle and push, and not 
give up until, behind the goal posts of 
civilization, we have made our mighty 
touch-down.

A CENTURY’S GROWTH AMONG 
THE GHIPPEWAS.

BY JULIA WILLIAMS, CHIPPEWA TRIBE.

The question has often been asked 
whether the Indians of my tribe are civ­
ilized or whether they are still in their 
Indian dress and receive Government aid.

The Indians of Michigan, whom I rep­
resent, have made great progress toward 
civilization since the white man settled 
among them almost a century ago. The 
State lias dealt liberally with them, for 
they enjoy freedom, and have the privi­
lege of holding any office,in the gift of the 
State, provided they have the necessary 
educational qualifications. In the civil­
izing process, they long ago laid aside 
their barbarous customs, and are striving 
to cope equally with the whites in the 
severe competition of civilization.

There are three tribes of Indians in 
Michigan, the Chippewas, Pottawatomies 
and Ottawas; all speak the same lan- j  
guage, but are widely scattered.

Many of the families will not talk the 
Indian language to their children, lest 
this might interfere with their learning 
English. Most of them have learned the 
value of education, and have the right to 
send their children to any white school, 
and thus become a part of the commu­
nity. Thus we see there is no difference 
between the liberties of the whites and 
those of the Indians.

True, some Indians claim that they are 
worse today because the white man by 
their coming have changed conditions. 
The game is gone. The warm fur 
which was their winter clothing is not 
obtainable, and, exposed to the cold, they 
die with that dreaded disease, consump­
tion, which is so common among the In­
dians. This picture, however, has anoth­
er side. Employment may be had and 
competence may be gained by every In­

dian if he wills to do so, but they, as a 
class have not yet learned the art of driv­
ing their business and often will not work 
continuously, so that it is impossible to 
live comfortably upon what they earn. 
Sufficient clothing and proper food at 
regular hours are essential to good health, 
but these they have not, so ill health is the 
result. Like many white people they 

not learned to economize in time of 
plenty and provide for the future.

Some do not have any special occupa­
tion, but do whatever they can, in the way 
of fishing, trapping or working in lum­
ber camps in the winter and in the sum­
mer cultivating small portions of their 
farms. Very few of them own the do­
mestic animals that add so much to the 
comfort of the white men, and it is due to 
the fact that they are not at home during 
the summer time to care for them. Most 
of them, however, own horses as they are 
needed to drive to the huckleberry marsh­
es, usually in the wilds of the State. A 
family of four can easily pick as many as 
three bushels in a day when the berries 
are plentiful. During their absence their 
small gardens are over-grown with weeds.

Some of the Indian women are good 
dress-makers and receive the same wages 
that white women do. There are some 
old women who still think that bright 
colors are becoming and generally have 
very gayly colored clothing, but the mid­
dle aged and the young women have prof­
ited by experience and contact with the 
whites, and have better judgment. There 
are some good house-wives, who seem to 
take great delight in helping those around 
them. When once they learn the value 
of some domestic art, they are willing to 
teach others and thus have an influence 
for good over the less energetic women.

My people are not heathen, we have 
Indian ministers who preach in the Chip­
pewa language. The Bible and a great 
many of the hymns, we sing here, have 
been" translated, so that nearly all the old 
people are able to read or understand 
them. Had it not been for the white men 
the Indians of Michigan would still be in 
the slough of barbarism. They have 
brought Christianity into the hearts of 
some, which will spread and make a firm 
foundation, upon which any race slowly, 
but surely must rise.

Another, and most baneful influence 
has been at work among these people, for 
some of the white men have introduced 
liquor and the Indians are now also 
slaves to this curse of civilization. They 
crave it and will give the last cent in 
order that they may satisfy their appe­
tites. These drunkards bring their fam­
ilies to degradation and themselves to the 
grave. Indians never knew anything 
about profane language, but now it seems 
impossible for some to speak without it. 
In return for these questionable accom­
plishments the Indians of an earlier day 
taught the white men the use of tobacco. 
Truly in exchange of these habits, nei­
ther has been profited very much.

I have said that my people are to a con­
siderable extent civilized and are now 
self-supporting. It is through the influ­
ence of the white men. They have taught 
us a better and higher mode of living. 
Created in us wants we knew not of as an 
ancient people.

In the light of the past, our hopes are 
high for the future of the Indian youth 
now in schools. They have the same as­
pirations as your children have. They 
yearn, they toil, they study to stand equal 
with you in the race. But “ Thanks be to 
God, which giveth us the victory,” through 
this great people and the instrumentality 
of this grand Government of the United 
States, the century closes with a radi­
ance of promise to the Indians of Michi­
gan.

THE ADVANCEMENT OF THE 
INDIAN.

BV BRIGMAN CORNELIUS, 
TRIBE, ONEIDA.

The Indians had reached a certain stage 
in civilization before the white people 
came to this continent.

The Aztecs and the Toltecs, in Central 
America, had already erected dwellings 
and temples. They were industrious and 
had established a form of government. 
These Indians adorned their dwellings, 
temples and public places with silver and 
gold. The Spaniards, who conquered 
them, were anxious to obtain their rich 
mines of gold and silver. As they could 
not do so without first conquering the 
people, they began to fight them. Thus 
did the ambition and the cruelty of Span­
iards work its way. Thus early the fur­
ious rage between the two races began.

Other tribes, in South America, had al­
so made considerable advancement in 
various ways, as are shown by the trophies 
of the Spanish conquerors. In North 
America such bodies of Indians as the 
Iroquois, Pueblos and a few others had 
started to climb the ladder of civilization. 
This was shown by the peaceful ways 
that these Indians had acquired. They 
had already constructed rude huts, which 
were, however, superior to their old ways 
of living. 1 :

All the Indians had been independent

and able in some measure to supply the 
needs of the early colonies, until the 
peace, between the two races, was broken 
by the white people. The advancement 
that the Indians had made was crushed 
by them. If instead of this, their works 
had been preserved and they had been 
encouraged, by the white people, there 
would have been no such question today 
as the “ Indian Problem.”

As our statesmen study this problem 
from its origin and work it differently from 
what their forefathers did, they will, in 
course of time, solve the problem; they 
will put an end to the Indians as Indians, 
and they will make them citizens and 
equals in this free laud, which upholds the 
symbols of equality, liberty and justice to 
its people.

The white people in the United States 
did everything in their power to drive the 
Indians from their neighborhood, instead 
of inviting them to dwell side by side as 
brothers. This was done to gain more 
land and also to protect themselves. The 
white people made a great mistake. Had 
they dwelt side by side, as brothers, there 
would have been no resistance. They 
could have gained more laud, and would 
also have destroyed the power of the Ind­
ians, “ for in unity there is strength.” 
The power of the Indians would have 
been destroyed, had they been scattered 
throughout the settlements of the white 
people

Selfish ambition is truly the greatest 
enemy to civilized and Christian coun­
tries. Brutus said, “ As Ciesar was am­
bitious, I slew him.” As the settlors 
were ambitious to gain more land they 
drove the Indians westward, and were 
themselves slain. Thus the people of 
these United States were held back by 
their ambition to gain territory.

When the Indians were driven west­
ward they were promised support if nec­
essary. Who can make progress when 
he is supported by others? Did Rome 
progress when the provinces supplied its 
needs? No; it fell- As Rome fell through 
its luxury and idleness, so the Indians 
were led to degradation and misery by be­
ing supported. Finally, because of this, 
millions and millions of dollars have been 
spent yearly for the support of the red 
man; whereas, if they had taken them as 
brothers, the Indians would now have 
been helping in supporting the govern­
ment. But as the white people were am­
bitious, they brought this great trouble 
and expense upon themselves

Truly the Indians did fall, but during' 
the last half of this century they have be­
gun to rise. When Greece and Rome fell, 
they fell never to rise again. Is it not 
surprising, then, that the Indians are ris­
ing, through many obstacles? Since 
schools have been established for them, 
they have been lifted from thfir former 
degraded state to the more promising con­
ditions to become useful and independent 
in the future.

This advancement among Indians of 
late years has been made by the work of 
the few white people, who now realize 
that Indians are gifted with the same tal­
ents and powers as they themselves pos­
sess, but, which is undeveloped. If this 
work continues and brings forth the glo­
rious results it thus far has furnished, the 
time will soon come when all people shall 
begin to see the Indians in a new light. 
Then the problem will cease to be a prob­
lem; then the distinction will cease be­
tween the two races. Then will they 
stand side by side as equals, and form the 
most noble type and the most loyal Ameri­
can citizens.

WHAT THE INDIANS OWE THE 
UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT.

BY ALEX. UPSHAW, CROW.

When America was first discovered, the 
Indian was found roaming over the conti­
nent. The whole country  was lying before 
him. He enjoyed the animals of the 
forest, the bison of the plains, and the 
fowls of the air, and he loved to behold 
the blue firmament of the heavens and 
the mighty deep. All he did, was to 
dream and wonder but be failed to utilize 
the soil, which characterizes the distinc­
tion between a savage, a barbarian and a 
civilized man. He failed to reign over 
the creatures of the deep, considering 
them as Gods.

The question now arises, who owned 
this land? Some claim that the Indians 
were the real owners, while others say 
that they had no rights whatever. In 
the begiuning God created the boundless 
ocean, the mountains, the woodlands and 
plains, for man to use and make his 
own.

He created man to be not like the 
stagnant pool, but a swift running stream. 
Every one knows that the violets grow 
best in the shade, but perish when under 
the fierce rays of the sun. But not so 
with man who can adapt himself to any 
climate whatever.

Who were the former owners of the Eu­
ropean countries? Through the light of 
history, we learn that some three thousand 
years before the Christian era, the Aryan 
house-hold began to break up and differ-

erent clans set out in every direction in 
search of better homes. Again we learn 
that after the fall of Rome, these people- 
were fighting to gain possession of the 
lands of Europe. They followed each 
other as conquerors and recognized no. 
claims of their conquered foes. The world 
was theirs because valiant arms had gain­
ed it, they made use of its rich resources. 
The overflow of the nations of Europe in­
to the different parts of America waa 
simply a continuation of the same “ migra­
tory movements,”  which began in the 
early dawn of history.

The Europeans found savage tribes of 
Indians when they came into this land of 
buffaloes and wolves. The wilderness 
was all before them to choose for their 
place of rest, and Providence was their 
guide. They idled not, but utilized the 
soil, sought the wealth of the seas, treas­
ures of the earth and changed the great 
forests into cities, into fleets to export the 
crude products of their new homes.

That little government, now so great to 
whom we owe our manhood, is the govern­
ment which has made it possible for you 
and me to become free American citizens. 
These people, because of racial prejudice 
and misunderstanding became enemies of 
our fore-fathers, but the seeds of liberty, 
justice and love which were sown broad­
cast in the thirteen colonies have grown 
to be mighty oaks in the hearts of the 
American people, who are now upholding 
the United States Government in educat­
ing us to be useful independent citizens.

The question arises, what do the In­
dians owe the United States Government? 
Without her we could not attained what 
we already have, without her we might 
now be living under the rule of a people 
as cruel as those who are fighting the 
Cubans.

In the times of the American wars, our 
fathers aided other powers to crush those 
who sought freedom aud happiness with­
in this land. They have left stains of 
blood within this Republic for us to blot 
out. There have been times when our 
people were suffering for want of food 
and clothing, but through the generosity 
of the United States Government they 
have been saved from starvation anti ex­
termination.

In this age of Christian philanthropy, 
much has been said in regard to the form­
er treatment of the Indians. They claim 
we have been wronged, that our homes 
were taken from us and we were driven to 
the desolate plains of the West.

The Indians were invited by William 
Penn to live within Pennsylvania as 
brothers and fellow citizens, healsoollered 
to educate some of their young men, to. 
lead them out of barbarism, hut they said, 
“ Our young men when they return, are of 
no use to us, they only learn how to deal 
with you, but are ignorant in our ways 
and often much evil resulted from them.” 
Through their own will, they moved west­
ward, where game was plenty and they 
had no need to till the soil.

Why is it, whileother nations haverisen 
to the highest civilization, from barbarism 
and savagery as degrading and cruel as 
the North American Indians, they have 
made little or no advancement un-in­
fluenced by outside forces. When an In­
dian has shown a disposition to leave his 
tribe with all its evil influences, and go 
out into the world, “ A man among men,”  
has the Government said to him, “ Thus 
far shalt thou come and no farther.” ? 
No, the same privileges are accorded to 
him as to any other man. But to win, he 
must work, this he was unwilling to do, 
preferring a life of ease aud indolence to 
honest toil. What is it develops the 
highest type of manhood and woman­
hood? Ltis labor, toil, and work with 
hands and brain. Patiently and kindly 
has the Goverment dealt with us. It has 
given us schools, food and clothing while 
we have suffered wrongs. We have com­
mitted wrongs Are the Indians grateful 
for what has been done for their elevation 
and advancement? Yes, we are grateful, 
and our gratitude deepens, as we realize 
from what depths we have been lifted, 
and to what we may attain, through these 
agencies In the past our fathers fought 
to defend their land from the covetous 
pale-faces In the future we will still 
fight to defend our fair land, side by side 
with all true-hearted, loyal American, 
citizens, we will be ready to lay down out­
lives if need be, to protect our country 
against invading foes My fellow stu­
dents the United StatesGovernment has a 
right to expect noble things of us. We 
are standing in the midst of civilization 
with all its opportunities open before us 
What we have already attained in this in­
stitution is only a stepping stone to greater 
achievements. We have here made only 
a beginning If we continue the warfare 
against ignorance, superstition and vice, 
although the task seems at first as hopeless, 
as Sisyphus and his rolling stone, yet if, 
we persevere, we will conquer.

In the closing years of the nineteenth 
century, the destiny of the Red Race is 
resting upon our shoulders. Upon us lies 
a “ solemn responsibility.” We have the 
world Ixd'ore us to fight. Unless we break 
away from our tribal relations and gn out 
into the world as men and women, we will 
remain Indians and perish as Indians.
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GRADUATING CLASS OF 1897- INDIAN INDUSTRIAL SCHOOL, CARLISLE, PA.

S a m c e i . G r u e t t  Cl a r e n c e  W h i t e t h c n d e r  E d w  R o g e r s  Br ig m a n  Co r n e l iu s  M a r y  M i l l e r  W il l ia m  Sh e r r i l l
Chippewa Sioux Chippewa Oneida Chippewa Cherokee

R o b 't  D e p o e  L i z z ie  H il l  G r a c e  R e d ^a g l e  M a b e l  Bu c k  F r a n k  Jo n e s  C h a s  M is h l e r
Siletz Sioux Quapaw Sioux Sac and Fox Chiopev a

H e n r y  R e d k e t t l e  M a r t h a  O w l  A n n ie  K o w u n i  A l e x . U p s h a w  N a n c y  Se n e c a  Cl a r k  S m i i h  E d it h  M . Sm it h  J u lia  W il l ia m s
Sioux Cherokee Pueblo Crow Se eta Klamath rusrarora Chippewa

S a r a  Sm it h  F r a n k  S. S h i v e l y  O l iv e  M i l l e r  T e n ie  W ir t h  L outs M is h l e r  a l b e r t  N a sh
Oneida Crow Stockbridge Assinaboine Chippewa • Winnebago


