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UNFULFILLED T e r m s  o f  t h e  T b e a t y  of 1868
__jx d ia n s  S h o u l d  n o t  b e  .Re c o g n iz e d  as
a  T b e a t y  M a k in g  P o w e r —A d v is a b il it y  
o f  A b r o g a t in g  a l l  T r e a t ie s —Co m p u l - 
s o r y  E d u c a t io n —E l e v a t e  t h e  W o m e n — 
P u t  W h i t e  S e t t l e r s  on e v e r y  A l t e r 
n a t e  S e c t io n  o f  t h is  so c a l l e d  I n d ia n  
l a n d .

“ We located these S ioux on th is  g reat reser
va tio n  in D akota in 1868. The S ioux N ation 
form erly  occupied p retty  nearly  all the  no rth 
w est country, includ ing  Colorado, N ebraska, 
D akota, W yom ing, and  M ontana to some ex 
te n t. W e located th em  on an area about as 
j al.ge as the S tate of Ind iana . W e entered into 
a  contract w ith these In d ian s th a t if they  did 
ce rta in  th ings the G evernm ent would do cer
ta in  o ther things. W e first m ade an agreem ent 
■witl? th em ; we then  ratified th a t agreem ent by 
{statute; and one of the tilings th a t  we agreed to 
j o  was th a t w henever an  Ind ian  should go out 
an d  locate upon a piece of land the G overn
m e n t would build h im  a house. T hat is in  the 
con tract. W e agreed further, th a t whenever 
jie did tha t, the G overnm ent would furnish h im  

<>0od A m erican cow and a good yoke of oxen. 
Tw o thousand  five hundred  and nineteen of 
these In d ian s  com plied on the ir part w ith th a t 
sta tu te . They bu ilt th e ir  houses. W hether 
iliey  bu ilt them  w ith  the  aid of the G overn
m en t, or w hether they  bu ilt them  alone, the 
houses were built. The G overnm ent avoided 
expense except in  a very  sm all sum , and the 
estim ate  m ade by the  In te rio r D epartm ent 
w as chat the G overnm ent owed to each of these 
In d ia n  fam ilies not less th a n  $500 to pay them  
for building the house as they were required by 
the  trea tv . N ot a  single cow lias ever been 
furn ished  these Sioux, not a single yoke of 
oxen , in  accordance w ith  th a t treaty , th a t I  am

aw are of.
U nder the treaty , we agreed, am ong 9ther 

th ings, th a t for every th ir ty  school ch ildren  we 
w ould establish  a school—an  exceedingly 
foolish contract, I  w ill adm it. W e have not 
furnished one school for th ir ty  children, and 
v e t the contract was solem nly m ade, and the 
G overnm ent according to all rules ought a t 
least if  they do not c a r ry o u t the contract in 
its  le tter, carry  it out ill its spirit. M aking a 
fa ir estim ate, in 1884 we owed the confederated 
bands of Sioux a  m illion and a  ha lf of money 
th a t  we had failed to appropriate as we ought 
to  have appropriated under th a t provision of 
th e  trea ty  of 1868. I  do not rem em ber how 
m uch more we owe them  by the o ther provi
sions, bu t it is a very large am ount. I  can tu rn  
to  it in  a m om ent. The estim ate m ade in  1883 
of w hat was due these Ind ians by a failure on 
th e  part of the G overnm ent to keep the  con
trac t, after deducting  all appropriations th a t 
had been m ade for schools and  all purposes 
th a t  were included in the contract, is som e
th! no- over $2,229,000. A dd to th a t the m illion 
an d  a half, and there is som ething over three 
jiiul a lialf njUlion dollars due these Ind ians

under the  trea ty  of 1868, if  we a ttem p t to en 
force the  contract as we m ade it.

I  do not th in k  it  would be wise for the 
G overnm ent to pay all th is  m oney under the 
term s and according to the  provisions of the 
trea ty .

I  w ould not carry  ou t the contract by es
tab lish ing  a school for every th ir ty  children , 
but I  w ould carry  out so m uch of the contract 
as requires us to furn ish  to each In d ian  fam ily 
th a t had gone out on a farm  a cow and a yoke of 
oxen, for th a t is to the ir advantage and tends 
to the ir civ ilization; and I  would take the 
money th a t they are en titled  to under the school 
clause and  p u t sufficient educational facilities 
in  the ir hands and w ith in  the ir right.

I  have no objection to th is  bill except to the 
last section w hich provides th a t  when th is  bill 
shall have passed both H ouses of Congress and 
have received the E xecu tive sanction, then  it 
sha ll before tak ing  effect have the sanction of 
th ree fourths of the ad u lt m ales of the tribe. I 
th ink  it  violates the  princip le of proper legisla
tion. In  1870 it  was declared by a provision now 
in th e  revised S tatu tes th a t no fu rthe r treaties 
should be m ade w ith  Ind ians, th a t they should 
uo longer be recognized as a  treaty-m aking  pow
er. I t  was ev idently  the purpose of the Legis
la ture a t th a t tim e to deal w ith them  directly, 
as I  say now they ought to be dea lt w ith . I  do 
not pretend to say th a t  we ought no t to  give 
them  50 cents an acre, but I  do say th a t it is no 
very great k indness to pile up money in the 
Treasury of the U nited S tates to be paid out to 
these In d ian sy e a r after year to keep them  pau
pers. The legislaion of th is country  w ith  ref
erence to the  In d ian  should be w ith  a view to 
m ak ing  h im  self-supporting, and Dot for the 
purpose of providing for the  generation to come 
in idleness and in  consequence thereof, in  vice.

I t  is absolutely impossible to elevate the In 
dian race or any  o ther race till in  the sw eat of 
their brow they  are tau g h t to earn  th e ir  bread. 
No nation in t he h istory of the w orld ever cam e 
up from savagery to civilization except it was 
by m anual labor, and uo nation ever w ill. You 
m ay give th em  $10 an  acre if you choose for 
the ir lands, and  pay them  the in te rest annually , 
and the  more you pay them  the worse 
they are off, if  you pay them  in  the way pay
m ents are now being m ade. One m illion seven 
hundred thousand dollars was spent last year 
fe rtile  support of the Sioux in the  w ay of food 
and  clo th ing  alone! I t  is not in  the in terest of 
In d ian  civilization th a t th is  th in g  should be 
continued.

I  have only called a tten tion  to th is  th a t I  
m igh t en ter m y protest, as I  did years ago in 
th is body w hen form erly a m em ber of it, against 
the a ttem p t to trea t these people as indepen
den t powers. The sooner you bring them  w ith 
in  the  provisions of A m erican la w and compel 
them  to obey the law and  give them  the protec
tion of the law  and  legislate here for them  as 
you legislate for the rest of the people of the 
U nited States, the sooner you w ill pu t the In 
dian on the  h igh  road to civilization, and you 
never w ill do it  w ith  appropriatians and gifts 
and schools and every th ing  else un til you do 
recognize h is rig h t to legislation as we legislate 
for all others.

Tiie In d ian s  are our wards. W ho ever heard  
of a guardian  or a trustee consulting  h is w ard?

Suppose w hen a guardian  goes in to  court and 
presents his account i t  should ajipear th a t he 
had m ade a n  im proper use of the m oney,” and 
the court should call h im  to account, w ould he 
say, “ M y w ard w anted me to expend it  th u s 
and th u s ? ” H e would be tu rned  out of court. 
These people occupy the  relation  of w ards to 
the  nation, and it is our du ty  to legislate for 
th e m ; and  if we th in k  they  are wise we may 
consult th e m ;if  we th ink  they are unw ise, it is 
our du ty  to legislate aga inst th e ir  w ill, for the 
In d ian  m ust be, if lie is to be preserved, com 
pelled to en ter civilization w hether he will or 
w hether he w ills it not.

* * « * • * #
I  would abrogate every In d ian  trea ty  we have 

ever m ade. I  would com m ence and legislate 
w ith  honesty  and  w itli in telligence w ith  ref
erence to th is  g reat question ; and w hen, the 
A m erican Senate and  the  A m erican H ouse of 
R epresentatives are com pelled to legislate in 
dependently  of the wishes or the will of the In 
dian, there will not be p u t upon the  sta tu te- 
book such legislation as has gone the re  year 
a f te r  year. W e subm it the question to the  I n 
dian  w here he will go; he proposes to locate 
where it  su its h i s ; convenience, not w ith  ref
erence to the fu ture ,bu t to the  present. W e sub
m it the question to him  w hether he will educate 
his ch ildren , and if he declines to educate them , 
we adm it th a t th is great nation  is w ithou t the 
power to com pel it, and  we can no t com pel it 
unless you require h im  to agree by trea ty , or 
unless you abrogate the treaties already  made.

The G overnm ent of the  U nited S tates need 
not be delicate about the protection of treaties, 
for there can not be found, I  th in k , upon the 
statute-book in  the  en tire  range of In d ian  legis
la tion  a  single ac t w here I  can not po in t out to 
you an  in fringem ent or violation  of treaties, 
violations, too, in  the ir fundam ental and essen
tial particu lars, violations in  every th ing  th a t 
particu la rly  affects the  Ind ians, full of th ings 
th a t  are useless to h im  and valueless to us; 
and  th a t  is the character of th e  legislation th a t 
has prevailed in  th is country  for the  last fifty 
years. As I  said the o ther day, and  I  said it 
know ingly, if the  enem ies of th is  race had  dic
ta ted  the legislation it  could have been but lit
tle  worse th an  it has been, could have been but 
little  better calculated  to destroy and keep 
them  in  th e ir  present condition th a n  it  has 
been. W h a t I  w ant to do and w hat I  insist 
upon is, not to violate the statu tes, bu t to abro
gate treaties and  then  legislate for th e ir  good 
as we legislate for our own citizens. Shall we 
say th a t  we are incapable? S hall it be said 
th a t th e  A m erican  Congress is not big enough 
to grapple w ith  th is  question? I t  has been 
presented to us in  a thousand ways by m en de
voted and  earnest, who have studied  it  from 
tim e to tim e, an d  y e t we are too igno ran t to 
legislate unless we consult these ignoran t poor 
people who know  no t w h a t they  w an t, and 
who are determ ined not to receive th a t w hich 
we in sist is for th e ir  benefit and w hich  we 
know is only  for th e ir  protection and  th e ir  sa l
vation.

Mr. P resident, you m ay give them  land  by 
th e  league, you m ay give th em  food, you m ay 
give them  clo th ing, but they  w ill be Ind ians 
un til you compel them  to come under th e  laws 
of the  land  and to  obey and respect the  laws,



and give th e m  th e  protection of th e  laws. 
You can  n o t induce m an y  of these tribes to 
p u t th e ir  ch ild ren  in  school who ought to go. 
\ o u  m ay pu t th e ir  m ales, b u t m any of them  
have declined to allow th e ir  fem ales to go to 
school. I t  is th e  female In d ian  who should  be 
p u t in  school w hether the In d ian  w ills i t  or 
w hether he does not. She should  be p u t there 
and  tau g h t to do th e  work of a housewife, be
cause it is an adm itted  fact everyw here th a t 
the  m others have more influence over the com- 
ing  generation th an  the  fathers, and  we have 
failed very generally  to reach the  In d ian  wo
m an, w hile we have endeavored to raise the 
Indian  m an. You m ay bring up all the In d ian  
tribes un til they get to be Solons, if you please, 
and  if you leave th e  In d ian  w om en in  degra
dation, in  ignorance, an d  in  vice you will have 
th e  n ex t generation  of th e  character of the 
m others.

I have before the  Senate a bill for com pul
sory education I  have not any doubt th a t it 
w ill never receive the  assen t of th is  body, be
cause it  will be said it  is in  v io lation  of ex ist
ing  law ; it  is v io lation  of trea ties m ade by 
w hich they are .to  send, if  they  choose, th e ir  
ch ild ren  to our schools.

W e probably have escaped practically  the era 
of w ar. W e have probably got w here there will 
be very  little  m oney paid  out. I t  has been 
repeated on th is  floor and in the  public doc
um ents only a few y ea rs  since, th a t in  the 
period o f te n  years the  G overnm ent spen t at 
the rate of $22,000,000 a year in  In d ian  wars, 
and we have now an Ind ian  war on our hands 
in  A rizona and N ew  M exico and  th a t region 
of country  th a t w ill cost m ore m oney before it is 
concluded th a n  th e  G overnm ent has paid in the 
last five years for In d ian  education. The Senate 
were told again and  again  by the public 
au thorities charged w ith  th is tru s t th a t  if they  
would furnish th e  m oney to pu t those ch ildren  
in  school it would act as a hostage and there 
would be no more war. I  could have taken the
ch ildren  of fifty A pache In d ian s  and  p u t them
m  school and saved one hundred  and fifty lives 
in  th a t country  and m illions of m oney; bu t in 
the absence of power in  the executive depart
m en t to compel children  to  go to school, they 
could not be pu t in school, an d  they  have been 
roam ing over the country , and th e ir  parents are 
now on the w ar-path . I d o  not know A hat there 
w ill be ano ther w ar; I  did not believe th ree 
years ago th a t there would be ano ther w a r ; and 
y e t there m ay be a w ar in  the  'Sioux N ation, 
t lere m ay be a w ar in o ther sec tions; but if  you 
take the  ch ildren  of the leading In d ian s and, if 
they  are w illing, p u t them  in schools, and if 
they  are no t w illing  take th em  and p u t them  in 
schools, I  will guaran tee th a t you w ill have 
peace in all the In d ian  borders.

Mr. 1 resident, there is b u t one m ethod out of 
th is  difficulty. I  have repeated it before, years 
ago, in  the Senate C ham ber; I  repeated it w hen 
it became m y du ty  to s tudy  th is  question w ith 
m ore care th an  I  had  before; and  I  repeat it 
now after the experience I have had ; and th a t 
is, to p u t the  In d ian  ch ild ren  in to  m anual-labor 
schools and  educate them , not sim ply  in books 
bu t educate them  to blister th e ir  hands in'
honest toil, and th en  m ake them  citizens of the 
U n ited  S tates, g iv ing to them  all the protection 
of the  law  and dem and ing  from them  the  re
spect to the  law  w hich we dem and from 
every  o ther portion of our people.

I  called atten tion  yesterday  to  the  fact th a t 
th is  bill left a large ex ten t of agricu ltu ral land 
in  the hands ofa very  sm all num ber of Ind ians, 
com paratively , and it seem s to me th a t if it is 
w ise apd  proper to take a portion of it, it m ust 
be w ise and  proper to take m ore of i t ;  and if 
the  com pensation m ade to  the  In d ian s—50 
pents an  acre—is fair, it would be fair if  m ade

as to the  rest taken . P rovided the sum  paid 
for the present land is sufficient, the sum  pro
posed in  the am endm ent will be sufficient, for 
i t  is the  same.

The bill provides th a t as to th e  residue of 
th is  land it shall be paten ted  to the  tribes.j 
A fter i t  is patented  to th e  tribe it  m ay be pat- i 
ented  to individuals, w hich paten ts will o v e r-1 
ride p ro  tanto  th e  pa ten t to the tribe. T hat 
leaves all the unallo tted  land, w hich m ust be 
several m illion  acres, in  the hands of the tribe 
as a  tribe under a paten t. J u s t how th a t will 
ever be delivered from the tribe, if it becomes 
necessary, is a very  in trica te  and  difficult 
question.

I  th in k  it would be perfectly  safe to put in a 
provision here th a t the P residen t of the U nited 
S tates m ay, if he sees fit, allow  a lternate  se t
tlem ent, th rough  th is trac t of couu try  to be 
taken by se ttlers on pay ing  50 cents an acre. 
I f  the P residen t should be of the opinion th a t 
the Ind ians needed th is land, or if the P resi
den t should be of th e  opinion th a t such settle
m ent m igh t be in im ical to the in terests of the 
Ind ians, then ,o f course, he would not allow  
the  se ttlem ent. I  have also p u t i n a  provision 
th a t  he m ay m ake all necessary ru les and reg
ulations to protect th e  righ ts of the Ind ians 
and enforce the intercourse laws, w hich, of 
course, will only follow as long as the tribal re
lation is m ain ta ined . I  called atten tion  yester
day to the fact th a t th is trac t of country  would 
m ake 83,250 farm s of 100 acres each, and  it does 
seem to m e th a t it is unw ise in the in terest of 
the Ind ians, th a t it is unw ise in  the  in te rest of 
the  w hite se ttlers of th a t  section of country, 
th a t tiiis g reat ex ten t of te rrito ry  should be 
locked up as it is locked up for tw enty-five 
years by the bill as i t  stands.

I  know  th a t th is  suggestion is a departure 
from the long-established rule w ith  reference 
to dealing  w ith  the In d ian  tribes and w ith the 
Ind ians. E v er since the organization of the 
G overnm ent we have followed a policy of iso
lation w ith  reference to In d ian s  upon the
theory, I suppose— I do not know w hat other_
th a t th e  vices of the  w hites would u ltim ately  
destroy the Ind ians in  th e ir  innocence and 
purity . The result has not been such, I  th ink , 
as to induce any one to defend it very earnest
ly and very en thusiastically , but if  th a t has 
been the  correct policy heretofore it is p racti
cally  impossible to continue it hereafter. W e 
have segregated th is  section of country  and put 
these Ind ians upon it  by them selves, under the 
bill as i t  now stands. In  my ju d g m en t the 
best th in g  th a t we can  do for the  Ind ians, after 
he has had w hat land  he is en titled  to alotted 
to h im  (which, of course, the P residen t would 
see th a t he got), is to give h im  in te lligen t, rep 
u table w hite neighbors and associates. I be
lieve if every a lternate  section could be oc
cupied by a w hite se ttle r and if th a t was the  
fact there would still be abundance of land and 
some m ore left for the  a llo tm en t as provided 
under the  bill. W hen th a t is done, then  the  
In d ian  comes in  daily  contact not w ith  the 
rougher elem ent of society, but w ith  the 
better class of people who go out to m ake the ir
perm anen t hom es on these prairie lands. The 
In d ian  ch ild ren  would come in contact w ith 
the  w hite m en ’s ch ildren . I f  they  w ent to 
school a t all on the reservation, they  would -r„ 
to school w ith  the w hite ch ild ren . I f  they  a t
tended  church, they  would a ttend  church  w ith 
w hite people and solely w ith  Ind ians. In  
th is  intercourse they  would be taugh t, first 
th e  E ng lish  language necessarily ; and, second
ly, by exam ple they  would be tau g h t all the 
advantages of civilized life; and a t the same 
tim e the  In d ian s  would be protected  in every 
rig h t th a t belongs to them .

I  know th a t th is  is spi innovation . I  under

stand th a t, and yet I believe some of the  m en 
who have given the m ost careful a tten tion  to 
th is  subject are of th e  opinion th a t th e  tim e 
has passed for continu ing  the old policy of 
isolation. Because it is proposed to open th is  
section of country  to the w hite se ttler, i t  does 
not follow th a t the In d ian  will be despoiled. 
The bill first provides for h is a llo tm en t and  his 
paten t, and  th en  the residue, according to m y 
am endm ent, the  P residen t in  h is  ju d g m e n t 
m ay if he sees fit, give to the settler. The land 
th a t is left is of vast ex ten t. I  th in k  the  com 
m ittee have failed perhaps to recognize the fact 
th a t  th is ex ten t of country  is too m uch for those 
people, even if they  and  all th e ir  descendants 
are to be agriculturists. The section reserved is 
tw ice as large as the S tate  of V erm ont. I t  is 
more th an  ha lf as large as the S tate of In d ian a . 
I t  is ha lf a? large as K en tu ck y ; it is ha lf as 
large as M aine; it is half as large as several 
o ther flourishing and populous S tates. I  can 
not speak from actual know ledge of th is  land, 
but I  am  inform ed th a t it is capable of susta in 
ing a very  large agricu ltu ral pop u la tio n ; and 
yet the whole Ind ian  tribe provided for in  th is  
bill, I  th in k  it is safe to say, does no t exceed 
20,000 Ind ians. I t  is not to be supposed th a t 
the increase of these In d ian s  can m ake a prop
er appropriation  of th is land, and some day it  
is to be cu t up and divided, because nobody 
supposes th a t the people of th e  U nited  S tates, 
when land becomes scarce, will consent to the’ 
appropriation, even though it  m ay be under 
valid ow nership of a g reat ex ten t of country  
upon w hich here is no cu ltivation , no occupa
tion, and no civilization. W e m igh t ju s t  as 
well m eet th is question now as postpone i t  for 
fi ve or ten  years, and p u t th e  se ttle r w ith  the In 
d ian  side by side under such regulations as th e  
P residen t m ay m ake, but see th a t only  a repu
table and respectable class of people become 
the occupants of th a t portion  of th e  In d ian  
lands.

I  do not suppose th a t  there w ill be very 
m uch disposition to adopt th is  am endm ent, be
cause ot its novelty  and newness, but a t  least I  
w anted  to m ake the suggestion. I  w anted to 
presen t i t  so th a t it m ight not be said hereafter 
when tins question comes up, the Senate acted 
in ignorance of the vast ex ten t of laud it  was 
appropriating  and ty ing  up for a t least the n ex t 
tw enty-five years.

S E IA T O K  D A W E S .
( On the Sioux Bill.)

A b so r b  t h e  I n d ia n s  in t o  t h e  bo d y  
POLITIC—T o THIS END WE MUST MAKE 
HASTE SLOWLY.

I f  th is  were a new question, and  if we were 
em barking anew  upon an effort to m ake the 
In d ian  a self-sustaining citizen of the U nited 
S tates and  relieve the couutry  of tije burden of 
the present adm inistra tion  of In d ian  affairs,
a i l d  i t  W P  lu l l ]  ('.Ilia lo n / l  o f  m m  1 a . 1and il we had th is land a t our disposal to do 
w ith  as we pleased, I  would go heartily  w ith 
the  Senator from  Colorado in  the  proposition 
w hich he m akes, for I  believe the theory w hich 
the Senator has advanced is the  correct one. 
I  th in k  th a t  generally  it is com ing now to be 
understood, since we have come to understand  
th a t we can not k ill off the In d ian  and relieve 
ourselves of h im  in th a t way, th a t the best 
mode of relieving us of h im  is by absorbing 
him  in to  the body-politic in  the way suggested 
hy the Senator from Colorado, m ix ing  h im  as 
fast as possible w ith  the w hite population of 
the country , and  bringing the  influences of 
contact w ith  civilization to bear upon him  on 
all sides. I t  is the true theory  w ithout doubt.

The Senator says, however, th a t we m ay 
m eet th is  question as well now as by and by. 
I  do not agree w ith  h im  in th a t respect. W e 

| m ust go slowly in  th is  work.
There are good, honest, earnest people in
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th is  country  yviya.can, qqt, ayvjijfc Jb e .^ p rM p g , 
ou t of the forces in  th e ir  ordinary and leg iti
m ate  and norm al way, fil'd, . Uiey ,.>vatit,. by an 
enac tm en t first to abrogate  ̂ 11 ttfe trq frp^w ith ., 
th e  I ndians and th row  them  out upon the pub
lic w ithou t a  hom e in  w hich to dwell while 
they  operate upon them , and then to declare 
th a t  an Ind ian , nolens vo/ens, shall be taken by 
force and set upon 160 acres of land  in  several
ty  and then  sav the  w ork is done.

W e have not th is  land, to begin w ith , to do 
w ith  as we please, if we have any  regard for 
our treaty  obligations. This bill depends for 
its  u ltim ate  effect upon the  consent of three- 
fourths of the ad u lt In d ian s who we have cove
nan ted  shall stay  there forever and not be in 
terfered w ith liy any  w hite m an. I hope, I  be
lieve, th a t they will give th e ir  consent to th is 
hill for m any reasons w hich can be presented 
to them . I  believe th a t th a t vast territo ry , 33- 
COO square m iles, four tim es as large as the 
S ta te  which I  represent and five or six tim es as 
lar«-e as three or four pu t togetherof the original 
S tates of th is  U nion, is not forever to rem ain  in 
th e  bosom of th is  g reat S tate of D akota set apart 
m e re ly  for 28,000 Ind ians. B u t I  believe the 
change can best come, will come, and can only 
com e consistently  w ith  th e  faith  of th e  U nited  
S tates by a religious observance on her part 
o f tier trea ty  obligations.

W hile m any Ind ians are com ing to believe 
very  fast th a t 'th e  best way for them  is to push 
o u t am ong the w hite people and m ingle w ith 
them  there is a very  strong  elem ent a nd a con
tro llin g  elem ent am ong those Ind ians th a t 
holds off from all contact w ith  them .

Tiiis whole body of 33,000 square m iles is held 
in  com m on bv six d ifferent tribes of Indians, 
an d  we are bound to secure to them  th e ir  title 
in  com mon. In  order th a t each one of them  
m ig h t be safe from w hat could be done w ith the 
o ther tribes, it was provided in  the treaty  th a t 
no foot of the land should be taken from  them  
in  com mon w ith o u tth e  w ritten consent of three- 
fourths of the m ale adults of ail tile tribes. Now 
i t  is proposed by the bill to obtain the ir consent 
ro th e  opening to se ttlem en t r ig h t through the 
cen te r of it of 11,000,000 acres, ju s t about h a lf of 
it, a strip  of itself tw ice as largeas my own S tate 
an d  equal to five of the original S tates of the 
U nion—as fine a country  as the sun rises upon 
in  all th is  nation, enough to m ake of itself one 
of the great W estern States of th is Union, and 
T hope th a t no th ing  will get into the bill th a t 
will put off th a t day. I  hope th a t nothing, a l
though  in and of itself it m ay be good, but 
w hich we can see w ill have a tendency to a lien
a te  the Ind ians from th is  m easure and prevent
our obtain ing th e ir  acceptance of it in confirm a
tio n  o f the ir treaty, will be done.

N ot only do we open tha t, but we take the 
rem ainder and divide it u p in to  six separate re
servations, and take the  title  out from under 
th is  deed in  com mon, and give to each tribe a 
separate  title  to the ir reservation. •

H ereafter the tim e will come which is ju s t as 
certa in  to come as the grow th of th is nation  is
to  continue, when m ore of th is  land is to he
opened to the w hite m an, and less of it w ill be 
confined to the Ind ian , and the tim e is sure to
come too, w hen th e  Ind ian  w ill see th a t i t  is 
consisten t w ith his best in terests to  take Ins 
abode am ong the w hite men, and to take white 
m en am ong them  in homes and farm s side by 
side. Yet, it has not come to these .Sioux. I t  is 
Put ten years since they were all wild blanket 
Ind ians, gathered fifteen years ago there be
cause thev  were w ild, w arlike Indians, and set 
a p a rt there in th a t g rea t coun try  so far from the 
w hite  m an th a t we were w illing to m ake these 
g rea t and generous and expensive and burden
som e stipu lations in the ir behalf in order to 
induce them  to give up the ir title to lands else
where.

Now I sav, we propose to cu t up the rem ain
d e r  into six separate reservations and take it 
o u t from under th is  com m on title , so th a t here
afte r we have but to negotiate w ith each one of 
these tribes as to  the ir particu lar reservation. 
W hen the tim e shall come, after the w hite man 
has gone in upon th is  th a t is opened to-day 
an d  settled there am ong them , and after the
ben efit of th is fund shall be felt am ong these
Indians and demand lor more of their lands
sh a ll in c rease  an d  the Ind ian  him self shall have
been set up in severalty  as far as he is fit to be 
set up in severalty , then  negotiation w ith  each 
one of these tribes will be easy, and the result 
w hich  the Senator says ought to come will cer
ta in ly  com e: bu t to insist upon it in th is bill 
w ith  the  present feeling am ong these Ind ians is 
jn  m y opinion to destroy the lull altogether. 

* * * * * *
I f  th is  bill ever reaches port it will be by a

jplerijpns passage.betw een S.cylla and Charyb- 
ais—those oh the one hand  wuo are disposed to 
deprive the spoiled In d ian  of h is possessions 
jaiid appropriate**thcnv'to the usb of the w hite 
m an, and those who are disposed rigidly to  re
gard his rights under trea ty  stipu lations and to 
y ield no th ing  in th is legislation th a t would not 
he a fair and proper com pensation to the In 
dian in trea ting  between m an and m an. The 
bill is an  a ttem p t to com prom ise between these 
two conflicting forces. They have been con
tend ing  w ith  the In d ian  for more th an  fifty 
years, and in all th a t contest he has always 
been the sufferer. No m an has described it 
w ith  m ore accuracy and tru th  than  a clear
headed In d ian  h im self described it to a com 
m ittee of th is body when he said th a t there 
never cam e a com m ission or com m ittee to  ta lk  
w itii tiie Ind ian  th a t  the  Ind ian , when he w ent 
aw ay, did not m iss som ething.

s e n a t o r  i* i .run.
( On the Sioux i l i l l . )

T h e  I n d ia n s  h a v e  o n l y  a  P ossesso ry
RIHOT TO THEIR LANDS—50 CENTS AN ACRE 
MORE THAN ADEQUATE—THE NON-FUL- 
FILMENT OF THAT SECTION OF THE TREATY
o f  1868 P r o v id in g  fo r  Sch o o ls  t h e  f a u l t  
o f  t h e  I n d ia n s  a n d  n o t  o f  t h e  G o v e r n 
m e n t .
I  w an t to say som ething about the price of 

these lands, as m y colleague has dw elt upon 
it, and the policy of the G overnm ent w ith  ref
erence to th a t price. The G overnm ent has for 
th e  last forty years practically  recognized itself 
as a trustee w ithou t pecuniary in terest in  the 
public dom ain. The hom estead law was the 
culm ination  of th a t theory. The public lands 
are, in theory  a t least, held for the benefit of 
the class of people who are not able to pay 
vvliat the lands m igh t com m ercially be w orth, 
and the policy has been to encourage th e ir  sale 
to th is  class of people.

M illions of acres are entered every year under 
the hom estead law th a t are . worth from one to 
five and ten dollars an acre, and o ther m illions 
of acres of land are entered under the pre- 
em pton law for w hich a do llar and a quarte r 
per acre is paid w hich are w orth from  two to 
five tim es w hat the settlers pay for them . 
These lands have m ost largely gone into the 
hands of those who but for th is policy could 
not have obtained lands for homes.

I  believe th is general policy o f the  G overn
m en t should be observed as near as m ay be in 
opening the Sioux reservation to settlem ent. 
As to the com pensation provided for in  th is 
bill being inadequate and un ju st to the  Ind ian , 
we all know th a t the courts have recognized 
the In d ian s as hav ing  on ly  a possessory right. 
W e are not acquiring from the  In d ian  by th is 
bill the fee, for the reason th a t he has not got 
it to sell. W e are paying him  50 cents per acre 
sim ply for his rig h t of possession. I f  1 was to 
express m y own candid opinion on th is  subject, 
I  would say th a t the price proposed to be paid 
is too great, and th a t we are endow ing the I n 
dians w ith  w ealth to w hich they  are not en
titled  and of w hich they  can never m ake any 
good use, and the possession of w hich will be a 
stim ulus to cupidity  and avarice in  a ll our 
dealings w ith  them  in the future. A n Ind ian  
tribe w ith a vast sum  of m oney w ill inevitably  
be dem oralized, and  be the subject of rapacity  
on tiie part of the ir neighbors.

If, instead of paying them  th is 50 cents an 
acre, we had settled them  in the  exercise of our 
undenied power upon such portions of the res
ervation  as they were com petent to occupy and 
to cu ltivate as they  ought, and had m ade some 
useful and sensible and com prehensive provi
sion for the ir m aintenance for the tim e being, 
and for the  giving to them  of stock and  farm ing 
im plem ents and instruction  in agriculture for 
a period of years, we should have done m uch 
better for them , I  th in k , th an  w ill ever be ac
com plished for them  under the provisions of 
th is  bill.

The Senator from Colorado [Mr. T e l l e r ], 
fam iliar w ith  th is subject, calls m y atten tion  
to the fact th a t we are reserving for the  m em 
bers of th is  tribe nearly  4,000 acres for each 
fam ily of six, an am ount w hich they  can never 
m ake proper use of, a body of land unneces
sarily  large and beyond th e ir  capacity  to use. 
This bill, instead of leaving them  tw elve or 
th irteen  m illion acres, as it does, should have 
taken  a way a t least 6,000,000 acres more, and 
I  th ink  it would be better if  we would take 
aw ay 10,000,000 more, and leave them  a quan tity  
w hich they  m igh t be supposed a t least to 
cultivate as a m eans to a livelihood.

This bill is liberal to the Ind ian . I t  is not

only  liberal to the  In d ian , bu t i t  is so liberal 
th a t it will he a fru itfu l p aren t of trouble from 
the  very m om ent of its enactm en t on th rough  

, tw enty , th ir ty , and  perhaps fifty years of com- 
j m g  tim e. ,

The land w hich we open to  se ttlem en t w ill 
not be se ttled  upon fairly  u n til we shall be 

1 called upon, and ju stly , too, to subject m ore of 
j th is  reservation to se ttlem ent. W e sha ll not 
1 m ore th a n  en ter on the  expend itu re of th e  e- 
norm ous sum  of m oney we are to derive from 
the  sale of th is  land  u n til we shall be con
fronted w ith  all sorts of projects for its ex trav a
gan t expenditure. W e are opening the door to 
trouble; we are tem porizing w ith th is  question, 
as we alw ays have done, doing to-day only  the 
th ings th a t we are com pelled to do, to ta lly  re
gardless of w hat to-m orrow  will bring, of its 
duties and  of its obligations.

1 shall consent to th is  bill w hen properly 
am ended, re luc tan tly , because I  am  advised by 
the au tho rity  of the Ind ian  C om m ittee th a t 
som eth ing  of th is  k in d  m ust be done now in 
order to eifectuate even a partial se ttlem en t of 
the difficulties ex isting  in D akota. I t  is not 
w hat 1 would have proposed, hut there has been 
adopted the principle, unw isely I  th ink , of ap 
pealing  to th e  ind iv idual Ind ian  for his consent, 
and  he has been told by the au tho rity  of a  com 
m ittee sen t out there for th a t purpose by Con
gress th a t a  m easure substan tia lly  of the kind 
now before us would be adopted by Congress 
and subm itted  to h im  for his approval, and we 
are told th a t we m ust take th is  now or th a t all 
th a t work m ust be th row n aside and  no th ing  
be done perhaps for m any  years to come.

I th in k  it  was a m istake to say th a t to the 
In d ian —to m ake h im  such a proposition. I  
th in k  it was a m istake to appeal p ractically  to 
In d ian  suiirage on th is (juestion. Congress 
ought to have legislated wisely and ju s tly  anu 
thoroughly upon th is subject, as it has am ple 
power to do, w ithou t going th rough  the torin 
of an appeal to the In d ian  him self, to whom 
ju d g m en t is a m ere w him , and whom to con
su lt in the way proposed is sim ply to give an 
inord inate ideaof his own im portance. B ut, as 
I said, I propose to consent to i t  when it is prop
erly  am ended, leaving the In d ian s in  posses
sion of th is  vast estate and im posing on the 
hardy settlers who shall go upon the lands we 
open to se ttlem en t by th is  bill the burden of 
paying to the Ind ians more than  they are en
titled  to for w hat they relinquish , because for 
the tim e being it is the  best th a t can be done.

I w ish to propose an  am endm en t in section 
17. Section 17 continues in effect for tw en ty  
years the provision of the  seventh article  ot the 
trea ty  of 1868, w hich I  w ill read to the  Senate:

A rticle V II. In  order to lusure the  civilization of the Indians 
ertering  in to  th is treaty , the necessity of education is adm itted, es
pecially of such of them  as are or may be settled on said agucu i- 
tura l reservations, and they therefore pledge themselves to com
pel the ir children, male and female, between the  ages of six ana  
sixteen years, to attend  schoo l; and it  is hereby made the duty or 
the agent for said Indians to  see th a t th is stipulation is stiic tly  com
plied w ith ; and the  United States agrees th a t for every “ ‘W  
children between said ages who can be induced or compelled to a t
tend school, a  house shall be provided, and a  teacher com
petent to  teach the elem entary branches of au  English education 
shall he furnished, who will reside am ong said Indians, and faith
fully discharge his or her duties as a  teacher. The prevision ol th is 
article to continue for not less than  tw enty yefcrs.

U ndoubtedly  there was in  the m inds of those 
who executed th is trea ty  the  idea of a school- 
house on every hill, and tiie In d ian s trudging  
th e ir  w ay there to  every' day, carry ing  th e ir  d in 
ners w ith  them  according to the  mode of w hite 
ch ild ren  in  the ag ricu ltu ral d istric ts  of the 
U nited  States. B u t th a t  has not been realized, 
and it never could have been conceived as 
practical by an y  person who has ever addressed 
h im self to the subject seriously. I  th in k  it is a 
very significant illu stra tion  of w hat would prob
ably' resu lt if we should tu rn  th e  In d ian s  over 
to the A rm y. U topia w ould not be a  circum 
stance.

N o t only was th e ir  provision then  absolutely 
im practicable b u ti th a s  rem ained so ever since. 
The natu re  of the country  itself is a conclusive 
bar to any such th in g  as a school-house a t such 
frequent in tervals as th is  w ould im ply . The 
nature of the  In d ian , as he has im pressed it  
upon our knowledge du ring  all our experience 
w ith  him , shows conclusively th a t no such 
condition of th ings could ever be brought 
about. The A rm y of the  U nited  S tates w ould 
not have been sufficient to have com pelled the 
ch ild ren  of th e  Sioux In d ian s  to have attended  
these school-houses if they  had  been erected, 
as they  fortunate ly  were not.

I t  m ay he said th a t if  the  trea ty  was no t ca r
ried in to  effect and no a ttem p t m ade to do so, 
no h arm  was done; bu t d id  anybody ever 
know of a  provision of th a t k ind  th a t  did not in

Continued on Fourth Page.
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Cien. S h e r id a n '*  P la n .

A n old proverb says, “ W ell begun is half 
done.” E q u ally  true  would be the sta tem ent, 
th a t to have a settled  p lan  of action is the 
th e  w ork “ well begun.”

V iew ing on th is  basis a plan for th e  solution 
of our In d ian  differences, i t  can hard ly  be said 
th a t  the  w ork is well begun, inasm uch as no 
p lan  is as yet sufficiently unified to claim  the 
endorsem ent of the  country  as "the p la n ."  
C ertain  features, however, have become card i
nal, v iz .: Ju stice  for the  foundation, land  in 
severalty , education and citizenship  the  super
structure . The grow th of public sen tim en t 
th a t insists on s tr ic t in teg rity  and respect for 
the  rig h t in  the ad ju stm en t of the future s ta tus 
of the Ind ian , owes m uch  to the  policy inaugu 
ra ted  by General G ran t, w hich brought in to  ac
tion , in  In d ian  affairs, th e  religious organiza
tions of th e  co u n try ; placed th e  churches 
alongside of the  E x ecu tiv ean d  roused the slum 
bering ph ilan th rophy  of of the nation . True 
th is  policy like o thers shared the  v icissitudes 
of changing adm in istra tions, and before well 
tried  was abandoned in fact, if not in nam e. 
B u t the atten tion  of th e  people had been aroused 
and spring ing  from  th is  in itia tive , began the 
presen t w idespread in te rest w hich has resulted, 
so far, in  largely increased educational efforts 
and  in  p lans innum erab le for th e  benefit of the 
In d ian  race and a final se ttlem en t on an equ it
able basis of those conflicting property and 
race differences, w hich have so long contrib 
uted  to separate the  In d ian  and  Anglo-Saxon 
peoples.

M any of the p la n sh av in g  in  view the desired 
end have been both too crude and too com plex, 
and  have existed in  altogether too indefinite a 
form  to com m and the support necessary to 
th e ir  adoption. W h a t is w anted is a p lan  appli
cable a t once, progressive in  action, radical, 
feasible, effective.

r °  m y m ind the “ p lan ” w hich m ost nearly  
m eets the requirem ents of the case, so 
far as m y experience has given m e an under
stand ing  of its needs, and w hich could well be 
taken as a base of action, is th a t  proposed by 
G eneral Sheridan, and published in  the 
Ja n u a ry  St a r . Inasm uch  as it com passes 
land  in  severalty ,com pensation for all unallo t
ted territory , safe investm en t of funds, subsist
ence and aid during  the transition  state and u l
tim ate  paym ent of the whole d e b t - th e  Ind ian  
m eanw hile possessing and im proving  his prop
erty , and the  sam e being increased in value by 
the  fact th a t adjacen t lands have been settled 
and  railroads and  civilization have entered 
in to  h ithe rto  forbidden territory .

This p lan  is the m ore w orthy of consideration 
in  th a t  it em anates from an officer who has had 
large experience in In d ian  m atters, and also

substan tia lly  includes and  developes the  p la t
form  of the last M ohonk conference w hich was 
th a t of th e  authorized representatives of the 
ph ilan thropic people of the east, whose motives 
and  in terest in  the m atte r are beyond question 
or cavil ; and it fu rtherm ore com m ends itself 
to the  western population, as i t  opens in  a ju s t 
and regular m anner a large field for th e ir  en 
terprise and  industry .

Some am plification it undoubtedly  needs; 
for instance, the fa m ily  th a t is to  get the 320 acres 
should be a specified num ber; th e  selection 
shou ld  be provided for; a flexib ility  of ad ju st
m en t to circum stances w hen lands requiring 
irrigation  are in question ; provision for an ed
ucational fund from land revenue, d istinc t 
from  th a t applicable to general purposes of 
civ ilization; provisions for en tail of land 
for term  of years, and  citizenship , to  follow as 
a condition of se ttlem en t on allo tm ent.

Follow ing th is plan a little  in  the process of 
developm ent we w ill find it obviates any  d is
astrous or cruel rem ovals to m ore d istan t 
points, and  th a t its provisions w ill be hailed 
w ith  de ligh t and im m ediate application  by a 
portion of the In d ian s constitu ting  from 25 to 
50 per cen t of the whole, and th a t w ith  such a 
leadership  in  the new departu re  the  w ork be
comes m uch sim plified. F u rth e r, by the  I n 
d ians following na tu ra l selection, viz., by the 
w ater courses, springs and woodlands, using the 
privilege of first choice, they  become by self- 
in te rest separated, w hereas the  sam e in terest 
now holds them  en m asse. The in te rven ing  
lauds then  becom ing settled by w hites as would 
soon be the case would lead to, and compel in 
tercourse and  im ita tion ; also the influx of a 
new population  would bring m oney and work, 
com petition  in trade, place the opportun ity  to 
earn m oney in reach of the  In d ian , and by the 
destruction  of trad ing  monopolies the  power of 
the  dollar would be increased, and the  value of 
of h is labor doubly enhanced by creating  a de
m and, and a m arket and securing curren t 
m ercan tile rates.

I  am  perfectly aw are th a t we have erred 
h ithe rto  in  leg isla ting  for the  In d ian s en 
m asse,and not recognizing th e  d ifferent require
m en ts of vary ing  stages of civilization, and by 
trea tin g  all alike have discouraged and  crushed 
m any an efibrt of progress; but hav ing  in  view 
the  need of im m ediate action it  seem s to me 
th a t a m easure of general application  as broad 
as outlined in  the p lan  presented by General 
S heridan would be so fraught w ith  good to the 
m ajority  tiia t special cases could well be left to 
special legislation as the need becam e ap
paren t. A . J . St a n d in g .

S e n a to r  P lu iu b .
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some way resu lt in a c la im ? E ven  so sensible 
a person as the recent Secretary of the In te r i
or, allowed his ju d g m en t to be controlled in  fa
vor of a sen tim en t th a t in  som e way the  In d ian  
had been deprived of som ething th a t he ought 
to have by reason of our not ca rry ing  out th is 
provision, th a t he should be com pensated for 
in  m oney, and the  actuary  was em ployed to 
determ ine the am ount of m oney we owed the 
In d ian s by reason of the fact tiia t we iiad not 
built a school-house for every th ir ty  children 
in the Sioux N atiou and  em ployed a teacher 
for each school-house, and the sum  found due 
figured up into the m illions.

A no ther result w hich grew out of the adoption 
of th is  article  was d iscontent am ong the In 
dians. They expected great things, and they 
have been sw ift to point out the dereliction of 
the G overnm ent and to excuse them selves for 
idleness, turbulence, discontent, by pointing 
to a violated treaty . I t is true, as will be seen, 
th a t they  obligated them selves to compel the ir 
ch ild ren  to  attend  the  schools and th a t they 
never did so, nor would they have done so if 
the school houses had all been there tw ice over. 
B u t the evil of the G overnm ent failing to ful

fill a prom ise m ade was brought about and still 
exists.

I  propose th a t th a t provision shall be quali
fied. In  th e  first place it  ought not to  be ex
tended beyond th e  te rm  orig inally  provided. 
The tw en ty  years provided in th e  trea ty  will 
elapse in  seven years or eigh t years a t the  
farthest. I  w an t the claim , w hatever i t  m ay 
be now, to be cu t off exactly  w here it is. I t  
was $3,500,000 a t the last account. The account 
has been ru n n in g  for a year since i t  was 
actuaried. I  w ant to have it  cut off now so th a t 
it will not assum e any larger proportions than  
now exist.

W hile  I  am  as desirous as any one can be, I  
th in k , th a t all In d ian  youth  shall be properly 
educated, I  should hope we would address our
selves to the  subject in  a p ractical way. No 
one pretends, the  Senator from  M assachusetts 
would not h im self p retend, th a t it is effective 
to carry  out sucti provision as it is proposed by 
th is  bill to ex tend  for tw enty  years longer. 
H e will not pretend th a t i t  is a wise provision 
if it could be carried out. H e knows perfectly 
well th a t such a th in g  as Ind ian  children  
prom pted by the ir parents, prom pted by the ir 
own in stincts to learn, going from th e ir  houses 
to the school-house and going back again at. 
n igh t and repeating  th a t operation day after 
day d u rin g  the entire school year is som eth ing  
th a t it is not to be expected and can not in the  
natu re  of th ings possibly be brought about. 
The parents would not com pel th e ir  ch ild ren  
thus to go to school, and the ch ild ren  will not 
go of th e ir  own volition, and  even if they  
would the  p lan  is not a good one. There are 
m any  reasons no t necessary to  be m entioned, 
which will occur to any one, w hich show th a t 
the whole plan is im practicable and unwise.

I t  is not of advantage to the In d ian s  them 
selves, and they know  it. The In d ian  will 
only send his ch ild ren  to  school as tie is 
tem pted by th e  food and  clo th ing w hich they  
are to get, and the ch ildren  will never vo lun tar
ily go except upon the sam e inducem ent. The 
benefits of education w ill not a ttrac t e ither pa
ren t or scholar am ong the  Ind ians. I t  is th e  
toothsom e m eal, the h ighly colored calico, the  
beads, the trinke ts, th e  frills and  furbelows 
w hich have m arked our efforts a t civilization 
am ong the In d ian s w hich furnish inducem en t 
to accept th e  benefits of education.

O llie r  In  Ilian  Kc Ik ii iIh.

There is ta lk  of some new build ings being 
erected for the im provem ent of the  school, in  
the spring. A m ong other th ings, there w ill be a 
large barn bu ilt tiia t will cost not less th a n  $3,- 
000.—[Genoa (Nebr.) Enterprise.

The Poncas have a new school superin tend
en t, Mr. H . F . Gordon of Tennessee, and h is 
wife will be m atron. There are more P onca 
children  th an  can be accom m odated in  the one 
school.

A  ten  acre field near W ayne S tation  on 
the P ennsy lvan ia  Railroad, a  h a lf h o u r’s ride 
from Philadelph ia , has been purchased, on  
which is to be erected an  $8,000 building to be 
used as a sum m er hom e for the L incoln  In s t i
tu tion , P hila.

W e called a t the Cheyenne school on Mon
day and  found the m achinery  of th a t im portan t 
civilizer run n in g  vigorously an d  sm oothly 
along. The large new barn has been com plet
ed and it presents qu ite an im posing appear
ance. The school work in both the school room  
aud  industria l d epartm en t is progressing nicely 
w ith nearly one hundred  In d ian  ch ild ren  en 
rolled. W e noticed a large class of boys a t  
work in the wood yard w ith axes, m ak in g  
chips fly in every direction. The boys are in
structed  in  all such work, Supt. W hiting  be
ing a firm  believer in the im portance of g iving 
his pupils a  thorough industria l education, 
know ing it to  be more valuable to them  th an  
a m ere book knowledge. We understand  he 
in tends nex t spring  to m ake m any more im 
provem ents in the way of building new fences, 
p lan ting  a large garden-and cu ltiva ting  an in 
creased acreage of land, in all of w hich the 
school boys w ill take active part.—\Cheyenne 
Transporter.

V olum e 1, N um ber 1, of The In d ia n , p rin ted  
a t H agersville , O ntario , has been received. 
I t contains 12 pages of in te resting  reading m a t
ter perta in ing  to Ind ians, published fortn ightly , 
and is well w orth  its subscription price $1.50 a 
year.

✓



SCHOOL ITEMS.
Miss R ichards, p rincipal of th e  educational 

departm en t of the In d ian  work a t H am pton, 
is w ith us.

Mr. A. 0 . Babel who advertises as th e  cow- 
hoy p ian ist gave us an  en terta in m en t rem ark
able for a certain  dash  and  execution. W e 
have seldom  seen our studen ts so enthusiastic 
as on th is  occasion.

Mr. W ard of P ittsburg , who contem plates 
th e  estab lishm ent in  Carlisle of “ w orks” for 
the  m anufacture of pa ten t car-brakes, visited 
th e  school in the  com pany of a  num ber of the 
lead ing  business m en of the town.

Mr. B enjam in Miles in charge of W hites In 
s titu te , H oughton, Iowa, was on the  lis t of 
visitors for the m onth . Mr. M iles’ school is 
ru n  on the  co-educational and industrial p rin 
ciple, and num bers n ine ty  students of w hom  
seventy-five are Ind ians.

The question discussed a t th e  last m eeting of 
th e  B oys’ D ebating C lub was, “ Resolved, T hat 
th e  Ind ians be adm itted  a t  once to citizen
sh ip .” The argum ents brought forward pro 
a n d  con, will be given in full in  our nex t issue. 
T he G irls’ Society had varie ty  given to th e ir  
m eeting  by the election of officers and the dis
cussion of the question, “ W hich has the g rea t
e r  usefulness wool or co tton .”

A blind Ind ian  boy w ith no knowledge of 
Jh ig iish  m ade the  tr ip  from N ew  Mexico to 
C arlisle unattended, reaching us safely on the 
J6th. This is a  p leasing com m entary  on the 
th e  trustw orth iness of the R ailroad com panies 
th a t  had h im  in charge. The boy’s object in 
com ing  east is to receive surgical trea tm en t 
fo r the recovery of his sight. The Ind ians are 
go exceptionally  free from  blindness th a t they 
Jiave no knowledge of even the  crudest m ethods 
in  trea ting  it. *______________

Mr. Amos M iller who has served so efficient
ly , for several years as a school farmer, lias, 
w ith  his fam ily, removed to D ayton, Ohio. 
W e cannot but greatly  deplore Mr. M iller’s de
cision  to leave us as both he and  his wife in 
th e ir  special departm ent, have contributed 
m uch  to the genera! harm ony of our work. I t  
Is, however, some consolation to know th a t we 
can  continue to have a lien on the sterling  
M iller qualities, in the person of D avid M iller, 
w ho succeeds h is brother.

C hief Powder Face was iu from his ranch  on 
t  he Canadian on S unday  and occupied a seat 
on  the rostrum  in the A rapahoe Sunday school. 
H e  was dressed in h is W ashington su it ( a 
w hite  m an ’s su it given to h im  a t the c a p ito l) 
an d  said it m ade h im  feel good to see so m any 
o f the Araphoe ch ildren  in school. The old 
ch ief has some progressive ideas, and he wields 
an  influence over his tribe.—[ Cheyenne Tram - 
porter.

Since the above was se t up we have a de
spa tch  from Cheyenne A gency saying th a t 
Pow der Face died suddenly . H is sou, Clarence, 
a  pupil w ith us for the past th ree years, w ent to 
h is  hom e on the  10th inst., to assist and com
fort his m other.

W a u led  to nee it.

In d ian  Com m issioner W elsh,of Philadelphia, 
was once negotiating a trea ty  w ith the chiefs 
of a  certain  tribe, and wished to im press upon 
th em  the fact of h is  confidential relations with 
th e  President.

“ I  have ,” he said, through tiie Ind ian  in te r
preter, “ I  have the ea r of the Great F a th e r .” 
“ S top!” exclaim ed an old chief very im pres
sively  ; “ I  do not believe it. I f  you have the 
ear of the G reat F ather, show it to us—produce 
i t .”

The ear was not produced .—[ Youth.'a Com
panion.

Steve W illiam son, Arapahoe, finding work 
as an in te rp re ter a t the Ageucy, has gone home 
to fill th a t position.

The com forts of the hospital have been added 
to by the k ind  thoughtfulness of friends. Dur- 

! ing  the m onth ,a  rocking chair was p u t into the 
j sitting-room  and an atom izer in to  the dispen- 
| sary  by Mrs. S tu rge’s Sunday School Class, of 
th e  B ethany  C hurch, N ew  York. There is a 
balance on hand  which, because of the m any 
places neediug it has not yet been appropriated. 
W e are indebted to th is  sam e class for b right 
cu rta in s and  pictures furnished the “ little  boys 
quarte rs” some tim e since. Miss H ickm an  of 
W ilm ington, Delaware, in her gift of games, a 
Kaleidoscope, and m usic box has shortened 
m any weary hours for the  sick. F or her k in d 
ness and th a t of her friends iu subsequently  
sending a box of fine oranges and to the 
B ethany S unday School, the sick desire to 
m ake grateful acknow ledgem ent.

The recent tr ip  to W ashington  of seventeen 
of our pupils, on the  invitation  of the  Board of 
In d ian  Com missioners, w ill live long in  the ir 
m em ories. The v isit was m arked by pleasant 
in terview s w ith  the heads of the D epartm ents 
and  P residen t and Miss C leveland. So m uch 
was one of the boys im pressed w ith  the fact 
*that they  m et none but titled  d ign itaries th a t 
on the re tu rn  trip , w hen hailed  by one of the 
party , lie refused to  answer. A gain he was 
called, “ I  cannot answ er you ,” was the reply 
“ un til you call me by a title. The title  of 
“ Judge ” was prom ptly fitted to him , and  will 
doubtless cling  for some tim e to come. The 
wonders of the N ational M useum, Corcoran 
G allery and Sm ithsonian  have been the sub
jec ts  of hom e letters and  m uch p leasau t con
versation since th e ir  return .

C o n fe re n c e  o f  Im lla n  I'oininlHNlonerN.

The A nnual conference of the B oard of I n 
d ian  Com m issioners was held a t the Riggs 
House, W ashington, on the 21st of January . 
G eneral C linton B. F isk  presided and Dr. 
Sheldon Jackson  acted as Secretary.

Justice  S trong, Drs. S trieby, K endall, Gates, 
E llenw ood, P ain ter, and others interested in 
the cause were present, but we regret th a t lim 
ited space forbids our m aking a report of th e ir  
proceedings. On the sam e evening a mass 
m eeting was held in  the

C o n g r e g a t io n a l  C h u r c h  
under the m anagem ent of the Commissioners, 
and presided over by General Fisk.

I t  was our pleasure to be a t th is m eeting and 
to hear and subscribe to the sound Ind ian  
doctrine there set forth, w hich we give substan
tia lly  below :

P residen t Gates of Rutgers College sa id : “ I t  
is well to have such good specim ens of the In 
dian before us ( referring to the students of the 
Carlisle School) on w hich to base our ideas of 
of th a t race. They ac t as a corrective to th a t 
too prevalent im pression th a t the  In d ian  to
day is half way between the M ohican of Coop
er and, as the newspapers would have us be
lieve, tile cow boy of the plains.

W e have perhaps oftenest heard our relations 
to the In d ian s described as those of G uardian 
and W ard. L et us apply  to these relations the 
tests th a t are o rd inarily  brought to bear upon 
such cases. No true guardian  w ill abuse a 
tru s t but w ill strive to advance and  conserve 
the in terests of his ward. W e have not only 
held back the four or five m illions due our 
wards but have used them ! Is  th is fidelity to 
a  sacred tru s t?  F urtherm ore, the tru e  G uar
d ian  will see th a t the ward is pu t in  the way of 
becoming self-supporting; have we fulfilled 
th is  clause of our du ty  to our w ards? W e can
not defend the past but we can guard the fu
ture. To conserve the best interests of the In 
dian  undoubtedly the tribal relation should be 
dissolved and the reservations opened. I  re
m em ber when I  first beard these doctrines I

thought, the m an who urged them  was tren ch 
ing on the  righ ts of the In d ian , hut I  have ex
perienced a reversal of opinion, and  see now th a t 
the  In d ian  can receive no perm anen t good un 
til he is relieved from the ty ran n y  of the  tribe, 
and  rem oved from  the cess-pool o f the  reserva
tion.

Tiie powerful lever in the  elevation of the 
In d ian  will be the  holding of lands. I f  there is 
to be a steady grow th tow ard civilization there 
m ust be a piece of land  to root i n ; th is lias been 
the history  of all people.

We have come from com m unities to families, 
but w hat opportunity  has the  In d ian  had to do 
the  sam e? Take the instance of the  C uster 
massacre, prior to it the Sioux had been driven 
from poin t to point eigh t tim es. Can we w onder 
th a t resen tm ent cu lm inated  in a massacre. 
This people in all the ir history have been tossed 
as chips upon the wave,and have had no chance 
a t fam ily life.

I t  lias been said, and not w ithou t tru th , th a t 
“ it  is every m an ’s stom ach th a t keeps the world 
m oving,” but even th is  incentive to effort is 
denied the In d ian , for like cattle  we drive them  
to tiie ration  issue.

This and m any  kindred  reservation  evils are 
enough to, and do, cu t th e  very  nerve of etfbrt.

A uo ther count th a t I  m ake against the reser
vation is th a t if S atan  w anted an  object lesson 
show ing the possibilities of degredation he 
would take the reservation. There, cu t off, 
double insulated, how can the cu rren ts of life 
reach th em ? These conditions cry out for us 
to le t iu civilization upon th is  people, how 
could we better do it th an  by pu ttin g  farm ers 
on every a lternate  section of land, th u s g iv ing 
them  instructors and neighbors in  whom  they 
could see object lessons.

Then m ake the Ind ian  know and fear tiie law. 
Such is his defiance of the law  to-day 
th a t a  m an  successful in  ou tlaw ry and in elud
ing vigilance has a far w ider influence than  
the educated hoy before m e who is fitted to 
serve h is people.

There can be no true fam ily life for an y  race 
w ithou t property, for land  is a perpetual m an, 
if a  m an dies his representative stands for him , 
hu t w ith  the Ind ians, by reason of the ir land 
being held in  com m on, th is  is not so. Give 
the  Ind ian  land in  severalty  and  law , then  
reason w ith h im  to modify his treaties. I t  lias 
been said by some th a t  i t  is no t the province 
of the G ovenm ent to give religion to th is  people, 
but I say the G overnm ent is recrean t if i t  does 
not provide them  w ith  th a t g reat factor in  the ir 
elevation. L et the women of the land feel th a t 
in  the passage of these bills before Congress 
looking to the welfare of tiie In d ian , they have 
a work to do. W e m ake strenuous efforts to se
cure our own righ ts, le t us use the sam e energy 
in securing every iota of the righ ts of the In 
d ian . There has perhaps been no o ther one 
th in g  dw elt upon as m uch for the cure of the 
In d ian  as extermination. M ay we be forgiven 
the ribald  laugh th a t so often greets th is  pro
posal, and w ith  better m ethods a t hand  forever 
abandon it.

A t the  conclusion of P residen t G ates’ re
m arks, G eneral F isk  said th a t as there was a 
young A pache upon the program  he concluded 
th a t  Senator Cbace would prefer to follow than  
to be followed by him . The A pache briefly 
outlined his h isto ry  w ith  borrowed E ng lish .

“ In  F ebruary  J884 I  was brought to the Car
lisle school, I  left d irt, superstition, ignorance 
W ill d irt, superstition, ignorance, m ake a 
m an ?  Never,’

I  found cleanliness, intelligence, industry . 
W ill cleanliness, intelligence, industry , make 
a  m an ? I  hope to prove they  w ill,

I  have been in  school h a lf  of each day, for 
fifteen m onths, w orking the o ther h a lf  w ith  
the carpenter.

I  have worked on a farm  two m onths an d  I  
hope to get ano ther chance.

W hen I  cam e I  could no t speak a w ord of 
E ng lish . Now I  am  ta lk ing  the  language. 
W hen I  say I  am  an  A pache I  hope my little 
speech w ill help  you to see a better w ay of ex 
te rm in atin g  my people!”

Senator Cbace said, in  speaking of Dr. 
S trieby ’s very able speech w hich we regret to 
have been unable to get. “Dr. S trieby would 
like a m agic w and w ith  w hich to touch and 
aw aken th e  nm ral and m ental natu re  of the In 
d ian . I  would like to use th a t w and on the 
w hite  m an.

Up a t the  S tate  H ouse is an  old parchm ent 
w ritten  by Thom as Jefferson declaring  th a t 
“ a llm e u  are created equal and  th a t they  are 
endowed by the ir Creator w ith  certain  uulieu- 
able r ig h ts ; th a t am ong these are life, liberty ,



c>
and  the  pursu it of happiness.” H ere we are 
w ith 200,000 people iu  our m idst and we arro
gate to ourselves the rig h t to  deny th em  the 
priv ileges w hich we enjoy.

W e take the  savages from the slum s of E u 
rope and give th em  th e  ballot. Should, we not 
m ake greater haste to  give th e  Ind ian  th a t 
touch-stone of freedom , th a t  ta lism an  of lib
e rty ?  The w hite m en w ho live w ith the In 
d ians m ust from self-defense teach them  the 
use of th e  ballot.

W e have educated the blacks to th is  end, and 
ethnologists consider tiie In d ian  superior to the 
A frican.

There is a God who rules over nations and in 
w hose hands are our destinies. H e was behind 
us w hen our fathers tem porized w ith  the  slave 
question u n til it was w ashed out in  a  sea of 
blood.

W e owe th e  In d ian  a d ifferent mode of trea t
m ent. W hy, our very m issionary work is done 
from  the muzzle of the  rifle.

As a people we parade our justice , and  claim  
th a t  no m an can be despoiled of his property, 
and yet we have a bill before Congress to-day 
looking m uch more to our own advantage than  
th a t  of the In d ian .

In m atte rs of legislation, the  people are too 
prone to look to th e ir  legislators as the responsi
ble parties. No m an can go beyond the  be
hests of iiis co n stitu en ts ; he is bound to do the ir 
w ill. N or w ill he or legislation itself step  be
yond public opinion.

The Sioux Bill proposes, after a certain  por
tion of the reservation is set aside, to divide the 
rem ainder of the land in to  six reservations. 
E leven m illion acres is the am ount left, the  
m ark e t value of w hich would be three dollars 
an  acre, but w hich we propose to sell a t fifty 
cents an acre, a clear loss to the Ind ian  of 27,- 
500,000. The bill is probably the best th a t can 
be m ade, and we consent to i t  only because we 
are afraid th e  w hite  m en w ill crowd on and 
p reven t getting  even th a t fifty cents.

There are p len ty  to  labor for the  elevation  of 
the  Ind ian , but not enough to labor for the 
elevation of the w hite m an.

H e n r y  K e n d a l l
a Pueblo boy, followed Hr. G ates in these w ords:

My hom e is a t  Isleta , 12 m iles below A lbuqu
erque N ew M exico. I helped m y fat her to herd 
ca ttle  u n til I  was 10 years old. W hen there 
were some ch ildren  taken  to S an ta  Fe, to school 
I  was taken  there by m y fa the r on horse back. 
I  was there 8 m onths in a C atholic school and 
studied Spanish w ith very little  E ng lish . Aug. 
23,1879, we had our exam ination , all our parents 
w ere invited , m y fa ther and m other cam e on 
horse back as there were no ra ilroadsyet. A fter 
our exam ination  we retu rned  to our homes. 
I was a t hom e u n til some m iners cam e to m y 
father to get some w orkm en and a boy to carry 
w ater from th e  river to  th e  cam p. As m y 
father was th e  G overnor of the  village, he 
spoke to some young m en and I  volunteered to 
carry  w ater. L worked the re  un til spring  of 
1880. A bout the  last of Jan u ary  1881, I heard 
of the A lbuquerque In d ian  School. I  stopped 
w orking and  w ent home. I gave the m oney to 
niv m other.

I  told m y paren ts m y in ten tion  of going to 
school. My m other gave m e money to buy a 
su it of clothes. A fter en tering  the school a 
lady teacher told me th a t there were some ch il
dren  going to Carlisle. She showed me some 
pictures of the studen ts there, I  though t of com 
ing if m y paren ts had no objection. I  sen t for 
m y father and m other and they  came. I  told 
them  of m y w an ting  to come east. They were 
not in  favor of it. They said “ You w ant to go 
to  a country  th a t we do not know  an y th in g  
about, am ong strangers and  th a t I  would never 
get back.” I  had  not m ade up m y m ind 
w hether to come or not When m y sister came 
to  see w hat was the  m atter. Siie too discour
aged me, saying th a t “ I t  was a sham e to  leave 
m y m other cry ing .” W ith  tears they  talked 
to  m e. A t tim es it m ade m e feel like stay ing  by 
them , The ch ild ren  were to s ta r t on M onday, 
the  Saturday  before s ta rtin g  a m ate a t S an ta 
Fe cam e and told me th a t he was com ing east, 
th a t  he bad left his paren ts Crying like m ine. 
T hen we ta lked  w ith  parentSand as they  would 
n o t consent to m y com ing east I  tcfld them  only 
death  or sickness would prevent me-from com 
ing. A t last they  consented and staged till the 
cars started  aw ay w ith  me. I  told them  we 
w ould m eet if God spared all our lives. I  a r
rived in Carlisle, F ebruary  4, 1881. I got very 
hom esick and regretted  th a t  I  had left my 
paren ts in  tears, but soon got over it. F ebru 
ary, 1882, m y father cam e to  see me and was so 
pleased w ith  the  im provem ents I  had m ade in 
such a sho rt tim e, th a t he d id  not speak of rtiy

going home. H e talked to tjie,cbitd^e/p ^nfl, 
was called up to in te rp re t his ta lk , but was un 
able. In  1883 I  was sen t to C ham bersburgy 
F rank lin  C ounty, Pa. I  worked font im on ths ' 
and a half. I  learned how to p lan t all k inds of 
vegetables, as the m an was a truck  farm er. 1 
th ink  I  served well for he gave me $45, and 
w anted me the nex t year. In N ovem ber 1883 
I w ent home, took the m oney in tend ing  to pay 
m y w ay back if no o ther ch ild ren  were to go lo 
Carlisle. This tim e m y paren ts shed tears of 
joy , and I  was glad to find th a t they  had been 
im proving the ir form er condition. W hen I  
was four weeks a t home Hr. G iven cam e to  see 
m e on his way to  the San Carlos, A pache 
Agency. H e asked me if I  would not like .to go 
w ith  him . I told him  I would. W e m ade an 
effort to get some of m y own tribe,'-b'flt did not1 
succeed. W e w ent to A rizona. Hr. G iven used 
m e as an in terpreter, because I could talk 
S panish  and the A paches could understand me 
and could see me as a specim en of the  schools. 
A fter six w eeks’ stay we secured 49 boys and o' 
girls also some chiefs cam e w itli u s.

I  parted w ith th e  blessings of m y father and, 
m other, and arrived  in  C arlisle F ebruary  3, 
1884. I  com m enced niy stud ies and iu A pril 
the carpen ter's trade .' 1 have worked half a 
day during  the school term s; m aking doors and 
window-fram es, sash-doors, tables, and have 
been help ing  to build houses since. The sum 
m er of 1884, I worked a t a neighboring farm a t 
$1.25 per day. A fter stopping, Capt. P ra tt was 
going out to New Mexico. I  bought a trunk 
and a set of harness, and sen t them  to my 
father. This past sum m er th e  boys w ent out 
to cam p, but I  stayed and worked a t m y trade. 
I  have studied gram m ar, h istory  as far as the 
adm in istra tion  of A. L incoln, arithm etic  in 
percentage, in the F ifth  Reader, and of Geog
raphy I  know som ething about the whole 
world. All th is  I have learned since I  came 
away from hom e.”

M iss F l e t c h e r
Miss F letcher followed and said : “ W hen I 

look at these ch ildren  I th ink  of th e ir  homes'; 
or those places w here they are herded, th a t are 
not homes. You send them  hom e not only to 
m ake bricks w ithout straw  but to create the 
bricks. A Carlisle boy whom I knew  on going 
hom e could not endure the con trast between 
w hat he m et and left so w hen nigh t cam e he 
sat up ra th e r than  share the squalor around 
him . This aroused the  father, who made a bed
stead for the boy w hich in tu rn  led to the build
ing o fa  special house for h im  and the providing 
of th e  w herew ithal needful to  carry ing  on his 
work. The huddled condition of th is  people in 
the ir hom es forbids all true fam ily life.

To see these returned boys able to w ithstand 
the pressure of Ind ian  life is rem arkable. You 
say they go back to the  blanket. You p u t so 
m uch stress on the blanket! B lankets are 
w hat are issued to them , not overcoats. W hen 
a returned boy’s school su it wears out, w hat 
shall he do ? I t  is a very  sm all percentage th a t 
re tu rn  to Ind ian  custom s.

In  calling  your a tten tion  to w h a t is necessary 
to the  grow th of a people, I  would speak of a  
m ovem ent lately inaugurated  w hich teaches 
th e  young m arried  couples how to live. The 
W om an’s In d ian  A ssociations are bu ild ing  
little  hom es for them  on the reservat ions, w hich 
by som e diligence on th e  part of the young 
couples,can be paid for in installm ents. The 
G overnm ent barely launches th is class educa
tionally , after th a t, it should establish them  in 
hom es'aud give them  the leverage of property. 
Is it no th ing  in the favor of these boys th a t a t 
tw elve and th irteen  they  choose an education 
in spite of the tears of m others and of the pro
tests of fa th e rs?”

G e n e r a l  A rm st r o n g  spoke briefly on the 
need of streng then ing  the In d ian  to stand. H e 
said in  substance, “The Ind ians are not so far 
beneath us as behind  us. A lthougti a  weak and 
sensuous people they have given us high moral 
results. There can be no th ing  more im portan t 
than  co-education and fam ily tra in in g  for the 
young people. W e are succeeding w ith  th is 
line of work at H am pton , w here a t the conclu
sion of th e ir  course of study, it is thought de
sirable th a t they should m arry . Let us look 
forward to  the passage of those bills th a t will 
provide hom esteads for th is  people, for there 
can be no hom e w ithou t a hom estead. The 
forces a t work in the in terests of the Ind ian  
are hydra-headed and m utua lly  annu lling , an 
in te lligen t policy will do m uch to work out 
th is  difficulty. An adm irable feature of the 
policy of th is  adm in istra tion  is the appo in t
m en t of th ree A rm y m en to serve w ith civ ilians 
as an investigating  Com m ittee on reservation 
affairs. F ig h tin g  m en understand  them .1

T tie  N atio n a l. I n d ia n  D efence  A sso c ia tio n .
.r 1/1 ' ! ------r—' '

'■ The N ational In d ian  .Defence Association or
ganized ,pp ,the,,liitb of la s t .November, claim s 
to  have struck  the key-note in  the .solution of 
the  In d ian  problem . T heir platform  is sub
stan tia lly  as follow s: T hat th e  In d ian s have 
a rig h t to  existence and subsistence, according 
to th e ir  own norm al law. T hat they  are en 
titled  to th e ir  tribal sta te  un til they  elect to 
forego it. T hat reservations should be set a p a rt 
sufficiently large to cover *all future necessities 
for all the Ind ians of th e  U nited  S tates. T hat 
any policy looking to the u ltim ate  change  of 
th e ir  mode of life should be gradual in its opera
tion.

The Association held a public m eeting  iu 
H r.'S underland’s church, W ashington, Ja n u a ry  
the  23"d, over which G eneral J  W. D enver 
presided. The leading though ts of th e  speak
ers of th is  occasion will be found briefly ou t
lined below :

General D enver called atten tion  to th e  broken 
treaties th a t had guaranteed to th e  In d ian s  
th e ir  reservations as long as “grass grows or 
w ater ru n s .” Dispossessed of th e ir  lands and 
driven from place to place.by the caprice of 
each succeeding adm inistra tion , he could not 
w onder a t the ir d istru st of us- “There are 
those,” he said, “ who advocate lands in sever
a lty  as the solution of th is  trouble, but in  w hat
ever cases th is m easure has been tested it has 
been found a failure. The Ind ians prefer th e ir  
lands in com m on u n til they are able to  cope 
w ith the  se ttlers around them . L et us give 
them  sim ply w hat is theirs, and in re tu rn  de
m and only th a t they  be good citizens.

H on. A. J .  W illard said, substan tia lly , 
“ W h a t is th is  cause we ad voeate ? 11 is the cause 
of a  people th a t are i l i a  trough between tw o 
g reat billows of civilization , one tow ard th e  
rising sun and one tow ard the  se tting  sun . 
W hat are the elem ents th a t  surround th is  
people? The very w orst and m ost degraded. 
The question th a t m eets us is how we can teach 
the Ind ians to com pete w ith  th e  best and th e  
worst of these influences. Shall th is  be done 
by scattering  them  am ong the w hites or by pre
serving tiie com m unity? There is a class who 
urge lands in severalty and citizenship. B u t 
these people disregard the  fact th a t ind iv idu
al com petition is the basis of society. I t  m u s t 
be ev ident to the  in te lligen t th inker th a t the 
Ind ian  is not prepared for th is  com petition . 
N either are they ready for citizenship  or lands 
in severalty , but are even worse than th e ir  
degraded neighbor, the cow-boy.

The conditions under w hich these people ap 
peal to us are th e  same th a t would m eet you if 
you were deciding on some im portan t question 
for your im m ature child.

G. W . H ark ins, of the Chickasaw s sa id :
“ I t  is one hundred  years since the Choc

taw s and Chickasaws. w hom  I  represent, set up 
the ir own G overnm ent. W e live under a con
stitu tion  and law senacted  by a legislative body 
patterned  after your own Congress. W e have 
our courts, churches and schools w here wet 
educate our boys and girls w ithou t i t  costing  
you one cent. The M issionaries have helped 
build us up to w hat we are, and we will go on 
w orking out our salvation if you w ill bu t give 
us the chance. W e do not ask your sym pathy , 
we sim ply dem and justice. W e are here to pro
tect our homes, and to oppose all bills th a t  
have for th e ir  object the  opening up of our 
country . W e would contend for our tribal re 
lations, the holding of lands in  com m on and  
the  stab ility  of our titles to our hom es.”

Jo h n  Ju m p er of the  Sem inoles said : “ W hen  
a language is translated  it falls flat so I  will say 
but little . I t  has alw ays appeared to m e th a t  
there was safety and protection in  the U nited 
States G overnm ent. My faith is so strong th a t  
I  canno t th in k  you can betray us. This faith  
is grounded on the prom ises m ade us. I am  a 
Sem ihole and belong to the  so called w an
derers or those In d ian s who will not bear 
ad vice. The Sem inoles were form erly of F lo rida  
and exist to-day as a nation  because of a  treaty  
signed by the P resident and Congress, we be
cam e possessed of some m oney and  are using it  
for schools and other such purposes. W e wor
ship the sam e God, read the sam e Bible, preach 
the  sam e Gospel and l cannot believe you will 
crush us out. B u t I  find bills in Congress to  
break up our reservations. How can you do 
th is  w hen you see we are not prepared for th e  
change. I f  a m other is going to m ake a gar
m en t for her child she does not m ake it for a  
full grown m an. Give us som eth ing  to fit us! 
These conditions th a t you would p u t on us do 
not (it u s.”
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Ail A d d re ss  fro m  a  H elesralion  o f  C hoctaw  I n 

d ia n s  to  C o n g ress  in  1 8 2 5 .

J . L. M cDonald, a Choctaw, and  the 
w rite r  of the  subjoined address was, when 
qu ite  a yotith, adopted in to  the fam ily of the 
H on. Thom as L. M eK enny a t that, tim e Chief 
o f the B ureau of In d ian  Affairs. U nder the 
instruction  of the Rev. Dr. C arnahan, after
w ards P residen t of P rinceton College, his rare 
in te llectual powers developed in  so m arked a 
degree th a t Mr. C alhoun, Secretary of W ar, 
proposed th a t he be m ade a law yer. This sug
gestion was acted upon and in half the usual 
tim e devoted to the study  of th is profession he 
had  m astered it and was qualified for the bar. 
A t th is crisis in his h isto ry  a le tte r cam e from 
his people te lling  him , “ he had one of two 
th ings to do—either throw  aw ay all th a t be
longed to the w hite race, an d  tu rn  In d ia n ; or 
q u it being In d ian  and  tu rn  w hite m an. The, 
first you can do; the last it is not in  your power 
to do. The w hite m an w ill never perm it the 
In d ian  to come in to  close fellowship w ith h im  
or share his perogati ves or advantages.” .F rom  
th is  m om ent Mr. M cDonald was oppressed by 
th e  despotism  of his destiny , and when, subse
quen tly , du ring  the practice of his profession in 
M ississippi, his overtures of m arriage were 
scornfully rejected by a tow nsw om an, he felt 
h is social ostracism  to be so hopeless and  com 
plete th a t he ended his unfortunate life.

I t  was du ring  a brief v isit to the Choctaw 
coun try  th a t he was chosen by his tribe to ac
com pany a delegation of the  Chiefs to W ash
ington, whose cause he so eloquently  pleads 
below:

Washington, F ebruary  18, 1825.
To the Congress o f the United States:

As the  representatives of the Choctaw  nation, 
and , in  part, of the aborigines of th is  country, 
we feel ourselves im pelled alike by du ty  and 
by inclination  to address you a t the present 
crisis. The Ind ians are becom ing objects of 
increasing in te rest am ong your people. S ym 
p a th y  is felt for th e ir  condition, an a  the  most 
benevolent exertions have been, and continue 
to  be, m ade to im prove and civilize them . 
U nder such circum stances, we cannot refrain 
from  giving an  expression of our feelings w ith 
regard to our condition and prospects. You 
are an assem bly which we have been taugh t to 
consider the m ost august in the world, and into 
whose hands are com m itted  the destinies of 
our people. To whom, then, could we more 
properly  address ourselves on the great points 
connected w ith our happiness and prosperity?

Our good father the P residen t has spoken to 
you, and requested you to  adopt some m easures 
to im prove the  condition of the In d ian  race. 
H e  lias recom m ended th a t all the Ind ians east 
of the M ississippi be persuaded to remove and 
establish  them  selves to the w est; th a t a certain  
form  of governm ent be provided for th em ; and 
th a t  the  land to w hich they m ay remove be se
cured to them  forever.

Of the  policy and practicability  of the m eas
ure, we will not now express a decided opin
io n ’ tim e alone can determ ine. Of the  motives 
w hich prom pted the recom m endation, we en 
te rta in  no question. The opinion expressed by 
th e  P resident, th a t under no pretence should 
th e  Ind ians be forcibly removed from the lands 
w hich tliev occupy, gives us an  assurance th a t 
h is feelings are tru ly  paternal tow ards us. T hat 
opinion accords w ith the sen tim en t en tertained  
by a ll ju s t and reflecting m en, aud cannot, i 
therefore, fail to be responded to by your honor
able body.

W e have long been sensible of our weakness, 
and we know th a t, should the governm ent of 
th e  U nited  States rise in hostility  against us,we 
m ust inev itab ly  be ex term inated , or driven to 
th e  west. We know th a t the extensive country 
w hich you now possess once belonged to  our 
forefathers. W* t - have heard th a t from a sm all
beginning you have grown to be a great and 
powerful people; and tha t, as you advanced, 
we receded; as you flourished, we decayed. We 
have been tem pted to ask, W hy  should th is be 
so? H as the G reat S p irit frowned upon his red 
ch ild ren , th a t they should thus have w ithered 
in  your presence? Y et we have been told from 
th e  good book th a t he loves all h is children  
alike, and th a t his g reatest a ttribu te  is th a t of 
infinite mercy. This we are m ost w illing to be
lieve; and believing, we are led to the n a tu ra l , 
conclusion th a tfo r  some great end, only known I

to himself, he has pertn itted  us to m elt before 
y o u ; but th a t the tim e m ust come when his in 
terposing hand  w ill be out-stretched in  our be
half, and  we be m ade to become like w hite 
men.

W e rejoice to th in k  th a t th a t period is ap 
proaching. The voice of the President, the 
sen tim ents of ph ilan th ropy  w hich seem  to per
vade the people, the schools and religious in 
stitu tions w hich have been established am ong 
us—all give us the consoling assurance th a t we 
are not doomed to extinction . W e have be
come senible th a t one great reason of the power 
and prosperity  w ith w hich our w hite brothers 
are so em inently  favored, has been the general 
diffusion of literature and the arts of civilized 
life am ong them . You have in stitu tions to 
prom ote and  dissem inate the knowledge of 
every branch of sc ience; you have a govern
m ent, and you have laws all founded upon those 
principles of liberty  and  equality  w hich have 
ever been dear to us; for, in all our vicissitudes 
of fortune, and no tw ithstand ing  the  constant 
and gradual d im inution of our num bers, we 
have never been the slaves of any Pow er, and 
we tru s t in tlie G reat S p irit we never shall be. 
The theory  of your governm ent is, ju stice  and 
good faith to all m en. You will not subm it to 
to in jury  from one party  because it is powerful, 
nor will you oppress another because it is weak. 
Im pressed w ith th a t persuasion, we are confi
den t th a t our rights will be respected.

W e have but sm all tracts of territory  rem ain 
ing, and our num bers are com paratively few. 
The m ajority  of those east of the M ississippi 
are tu rn in g  th e ir  atten tion  to agriculture, are 
se ttling  them selves, and would in tim e become 
useful citizens. W e adm it, a t the  sam e tim e, 
th a t a large num ber still continue a w andering 
life, are wretched and degraded. These it would 
give us pleasure to see settled west of the Miss
issippi. I t  would be better for them , aud better 
for those who rem ained. B u t you cannot per
suade all to remove. The gradual operation of 
the laws w hich you may enact w ith  regard to 
th is subject would probably effect m uch. B ut 
there are those whom  the strongest inducem ents 
could scarcely persuade to leave the land which 
contains the bones of th e ir  fathers, and  w hich 
lias been rendered dear to them  by the recollec
tions of youth . The im portan t question then 
presents itself, W hat will you do w ith  those 
th a t rem ain? W h a t m easures w ill you adopt 
to im prove th e ir  condition, to prom ote the ir 
happiness? I t is th is  g reat point to which our 
address is in tended principally  to direct your 
atten tion .

As connected w ith  the subject, and w ith the 
question ju s t proposed, we are constrained to 
say, th a t in several of the Southern States we 
are denied privileges to w hich, as m em bers of 
the hum an  family, we are of r ig h t entitled . 
H ow ever qualified by education we m ay be, 
we are ne ither perm itted  to hold offices, nor to 
give our testim ony in courts of justice, although 
our dearest righ ts m ay be a t stake. Can th is  
be a correct policy? Is  it ju s t?  Is it hum ane? 
W hen schools are m ultip ly ing  am ong us; 
w hen we have m ade liberal appropriations of 
m oney for the education of our ch ild ren ; when 
we are forsaking the chase, and tu rn in g  our a t
ten tion  to agriculture, and are becom ing an or
derly  and social peop le; does it com port w ith 
an enlightened and liberal policy to continue 
the im position of those degrading restrictions 
upon us? Should not inducem ents be held 
forth to our young m en to qualify  them selves 
to become useful citizens of your republic? 
Should not the portals of honorable distinction 
be throw n open to them  as well as to the ir 
w hite brothers? B u t the subject is a  painful 
one, and  we will dism iss it. The m ist of p re
judice is gradually  van ish ing  before the ligh t of 
reason, and enlarged sen tim ents of ph ilan 
thropy begin to prevail. We leave th e  issue of 
the  question to your wisdom, and  to the liberal
ity  of the South.

In  conclusion, we would express the earnest 
hope th a t the resu lt of your deliberations 
respecting our unfortunate race, m ay be such 
as to insure durable benefits to them , and last
ing  credit, in  the eyes of posterity, to your
selves.

Respectfully subm itted  by
Mooshulatubbee, liis X mark.
Robert Cole, his X mark.
Daniel McCurtain, his X mark.
Talking Warrior, his X mark.
Red Fort, his X mark.
N ittuckachee, his X mark.
J. L McDonald.

Interpreted, and the signing witnessed by 
me,  ̂ John Bitchlynn,

United States Interpreter fo r  the Choctaws.

-‘■Mmll we le a v e  liim  to  Ills r u in  a m i o u r  Nliaine.*

I t  behooves us as C hristians and as citizens 
of a republic w hich boasts of the freedom of her 
in stitu tions to look well to the  education and 
en ligh tenm en t of our native A m ericans. W hen 
we a ttem p t to m ake a com parison between In 
d ians and w hitech ild ren  we have m any  th ings 
to take in to  consideration. I t has been but a 
few years since any th in g  like a general effort- 
in  tlie direction  of In d ian  educatian  was first 
m ade. I t  has been but little m ore th an  a  dec
ade of years since our governm ent has tried  to 
tu rn  the m inds of the  In d ian s from the  war
path  and the  chase to the school-house and 
civilization.

As regards th e  ab ility  of the In d ian  ch ild  to 
receive knowledge there is no doubt, although  
he differs from our w hite  scholars in various 
ways. My experience has led me to believe 
th a t  w ith the sam e surroundings and  opportu
nities as w hite ch ild ren  the Ind ian  scholar 
would be th e ir  equal in  m ost respects. They 
are m echanical but not log ical; they  rem em ber 
well but reason poorly; they  have a  keen per
ceptive faculty  but not the practical ab ility  to 
m ake use of knowledge acquired. T hey would 
learn a rule in a rithm etic  as qu ick ly  perhaps as 
w hite scholars but would apply  it w ith  more 
reluctance. W hat the In d ian  scholar lacks is 
confidence and  practical ab ility , and we look 
w ith pride to the sa lu tary  influence of our 
teachers who are not conten t w ith cram m ing  
his head w ith  vague and m eaningless defini
tions,bu t see to it th a t his reasoning powers are 
developed by applying principles. One peculiar 
characteristic of the In d ian  is th a t he is careless 
of future events. Their shiftless disposition is 
w hat tantalizes the taxpayers, and I  do not 
hesitate to say th a t lack of forethought is one of 
the  predom inating  evils in  the character of our 
native A m ericans, but because of th is  shall we 
leave h im  to his ru in  and to our sham e ? A lready 
we see the sa lu tary  influence of education, and 
while it is discouraging to  see the  old Ind ians 
cling  to the ir habits and superstitions, it is even 
m ore encouraging to see the p resent generation 
grow ing up w ith  broader views and h igher am 
bitions.

The fact th a t the  Ind ian  reservations are held 
jo in tly  by the  Ind ians instead of ind iv idually  
does no t lead to the best of results. The govern
m en t ought to rem ove every obstacle to the 
advancem ent of any Ind ian  who m ay wish to 
secure property  on a reservation, and  also guard 
th e  reserve un til an educated generation  shall 
be able to know  its needs. I f  we really  desire to 
civilize the  In d ian  we m ust bear upon h im  w ith 
all file appliances of civilization ju s t  as we 
would teach a boy to sw im ; not by pu tting  h im  
in to  w ater ankle deep, but by sousing him  into 
a sufficient quan tity  to enable him  tosw im . In 
d ividual property, farm s and settled homes, 
citizenship—these are w hat the In d ian  question 
dem ands. ,

Offer the  In d ian  the sam e inducem ents th a t 
we offer to every o ther rac e ; bring to bear upon 
him  such influence as will m ake h im  feel the 
im portance of ind iv idual responsibility, and as 
surely and  quietly  as darkness gives w ay to 
m orning ligh t will the ignorance and supersti
tion of the  Ind ian  give w ay to the silen t m arch 
of civilization.—[Anson B. Archer, in 
R andolph Register.

Versailles, N . Y., Feb. I, 1886. ,

Old uncle J im  Brown was the  first Judge  the 
Cherokees ever had.

A Creek Ind ian  w ho had killed a  Cherokee 
was his first m urder case.

W hen th e  prisoner was brought in, Judge 
Brown asked him , so the  story goes, if  he had 
killed the  m an. “ Y es,” replied th e  prisoner. 
“ H ere sheriff take th is  m an out and  hang  h im .” 

“ Y our honor” interposed th e  p risoner’s 
attorney, “ the prisoner is en titled  to a  tria l and 
the ju ry  have not been im panneled  nor the 
w itnesses sw orn .” “ W ell,” persisted Judge 
Brown, “ the prisoner says he k illed  the m an 
and w hat is the use to go to  all th a t trouble. 
Take h im  out and hang  him , sheriff.”

A nd j t  requ ired  some eloquent p lead ing  to 
convince th is  old tim e judge of the  necessity  of 
g iv ing the prisoner a  tr ia l according to law. 
Judge B row n lived to be m ore th a n  four score 
years and ten ,and  died du ring  the  late w ar loved 
and  respected by all who knew  hira.-HX’Aero-- 
kec. Advocate.



EXTRACTS FROM HOME LETTERS W RITTEN  
JIT  OCR R E P IE S .

“ This p a rt of the  world is useful to  me. I 
see every th in g  th a t  is “made by g reat men.YV V  . *7 m au c  uy gll*£lb limit.
People in  the east do not th in k  of an y th in g  else 

There is no restriction p laced  upon students JT’uto nuprove *n some w ork or m achinery.
- - I th a t is the  reason the w hites do so m uch good

or th is  world and  m ake it come u p .”

•‘I  hope you are prepared to become a citizen, 
do the  best you can to take a farm er occupation, 
then  if I get know ledge of book education you 
w ill see the two habits together. C ongratulate 
yourself to  be happy. H appy  is the  m an who 
finds wisdom. Reply to  m y  le tte r  as pos
sible as you can .”

in  the m atter o f  home letters, nor any inspection 
o f the same when w ritten , barring the one 
m onthly letter required o f each p u p il from  
which extracts are given below:

“ I  can ’t help  doing good and  bad bo th .”

“ I f  I  have not died w hen I  
succor you .” get hom e I  w ill

“ I  w ish you all could understand  about th is  
w onderful C hristian  life .”

could only  read m y  le tters I  could th en  tell you ail about m y th o u g h ts .”

“ I  would like to  see your le tte r  come if it is 
only a tew words te lling  m e to stay  longer a t 
th is  place.”

“Hid I  tell you th a t I  stitched m y finger in 
th e  sewing room, bu t I  m u st stop I  guess 1 ta lk  
too m uch .”

“D on’t be discouraged w hen you don’t un 
derstand  your lessons, get dow n to it  and  keep 
there til l  you do.”

“ P eter is w orking in  the wagon shop, he has 
ju s t  finished th ree w agon beds and is busy on 
som eth in g  else.”

“ L ast week I  was a d in ing  room g irl so I  did 
some cooking too, boiled potatoes, m ade m ush 
and  pies very good.”

“ W e discussed in  our D ebating Club w heth 
er the  In d ian s  should become citizens now or 
not. I t  was a tough question .”

“ You can ’t do m uch a t the A gency schools 
w here they  don’t teach the  E n g lish  language 
altogether, here we m ust speak i t .”

i There is a great change, when I first came 
l used to ask my teacher to write my letters for 
m e but now it is my own hands that do it .”

“ I  do not w rite as good as the o ther boys’do. 
I  suppose I  w ill never w rite well w ithout m uch 
labor, but then  w here there is a w ill there is a W a y .

“ I try  to deport m yself rig h t and  learn  every 
day . 1 am  getting  erud ition  in the shoe shop
by thVe !n d ia f s .”h ° me 1 ^  be con^ u l a t e d

“ I  am  so glad you havfe p u t m y little  bro ther 
in  school. 1 ell h im  to keep on and push hard 
a t  it and  in two or three years he will be able 
to w rite a le tte r as well as I  do.”

I  am  going to school in the  m orn ing  and 
w ork in  the afternoon. I  have worked in the 
taHor shop tour m onths and I like it first rate, 
i  can m ake a good pair of pan ts and vest.”

t r?  al^  worl' i ng in  the  harness shop and 
1 like it far better than  a n y th in g  else. W e vet 
sm all wages but I  don ’t m ind the wages, The 
tiad e  is w hat I  am  anxious for and  I  will get 
i t  it I  work long enough .”

“ W e get news papers every once a week here. 
They are p rin te d  a t th is  school by the Ind ian  
boys. I  he papers called In d ian  H elper and 

• te lls news from all the different parts of the 
world. I  subscribed since last Ju ly  1885.”

“ I  am  aw akened to a realizing sense to relate 
som ething to you. I  a lm ost desire to be with 
you. In  looking far back.over m y life, I  never 
saw any o ther In d ian s  bu t S ioux,'at th is  school 
I  see so m any  In d ian s  from  different tr ib is  
and w hen they  first cam e here they  all talked 
different languages but now it  is one great 
language w ith  great news in it and a power 
every  w here,”

“ l a m  so anxious to learn about books as the 
civilized people do. Because you w an t me to 
learn  som ething about civilized way still more 
learn ing  how to ta lk  E ng lish . B u t I  still keep 
on and learn m ore as long I stay  a t the In d u s
tria l school. I  th in k  it  is hea lth fu l place for 
m e surrounded by the  w hites.”

“ I  w ant to know w hether you will be able 
to help  yourself on your farm . I  often th in k  
of m y brothers, they  are good for no th ing , you 
m ust try  to m ake them  w ork for you. If  they 
do not w an t to lis ten  to you tell them  to th ink  
about th e  eternal life, and  they  will be glad to 
hear about it and follow the  rig h t w ay .”

“ I  have been considering about you some 
days because I  have not been hearing  from 
you for a long w hile so I  do not know  how you 
are getting  along. I t  is the  best way to do this, 
le t nie hear how are you getting  along once a 
w hile so I  w on’t have to consider so often 
about you. W ell I  should tell you how I am 
now. I  am  getting  along very well and happy.

In d ian s  build th e  school house or are you w ait
ing  for us to  build ? 1 am  troubled about th is  
for I  would like to rem ain  east longer, for I  can 
find m ore w ork here th an  out there and  can 
gaiu m ore here. I  am  w illing  though  to do 
w hat you ask me, but I  m ust understand .” 

_________  P u e b l o  G i r l .

“ W e had  such a nice tim e in  W ashington . 
W e w en t to the  W hite  H ouse and saw  Mr. and 
Miss C leveland. H er face looks very p leasan t 
and she ta lked  to us so k ind ly . Mr." P residen t 
looked happy to see the In d ian  ch ild ren , h e  
laughed too. Oh! he lives in  a beautiful house * 
inside is m arble. I t  m ust have taken  some 
great m en to build th a t W hite  House. Yes, 
and we w en t to see Secretary L am ar, he said 
w hen he shook hands th a t lie was glad to  see 
us so was I  glad to see h im .”

“ I  suppose you are looking for m e as m y  
tim e lias expired but we m igh t as well se ttle  
the subjec.t. I  cannot leave before the. school 
stops. I f  I  would leave now I would be called 
a fool as I  am  getting  along well w ith  both m y 
studies and trade. Do no t regret. I  am  as 
anxious to see you and all m y relations as you 
are to see m e bu t I  am  still m ore anxious to 
hear th a t you are im proving your form er life. 
I w ish the  Ind ians would take an  in te re s tin ' 
the education of th e ir  ch ild ren .”

“ A t o u rg irls  debating  society last F rid ay  we 
had tiiis q u es tio n : .Resolved tiia t th e  cow is 
more useful than  a horse. I  was on the cow 
side. Those on the horse side said a carriage 
draw n by Oxen vvould not look very nice. I f  
P riscilla  had been here sire would be on horse 
side for I  rem em ber how Red and  Blackie used 
to k ick  h er.”

“ I am  p u ttin g  m y whole m ind  to learn. 
I am  not here to learn for an y  one else, I  
am  here to learn for m yself and I  have to be 
rig h t responsible and acknowledge all I  have 
learned a t th is place, I  have decided in  m y 
m ind th a t  good determ ination  should en ter me 
aiso and 1 have found th a t learn ing  is more 
beneficial th an  laziness. I  am  expressing th is 
to be as in te resting  as I  can .”

“ I am  glad to know  you are w alking in  the 
ways of the w hites and are ready to be a farm 
er out there. I  hope to find you an  industrious 
and good farm er by th e  tim e the  G overnm ent 
w ill cu t off the rations from  the Ind ians. K eep 
on, no m a tte r how hard  laboring m ay be for you 
the first tim e. This com ing spring  don’t look 
a t the  gam bling and  horse racing. Uo o ther
wise. God m ade a m an to labor not to idle 
a round .”

“Y’ou w an t me to go hom e to you now. B u t 
I  am  not com pletely ready yet, one th in g  is 
best for m e to learn  th a t is how  the  farm er 
m akes vegetables. I  ought to learn th a t for 
two or three more years, then when I  go home 
1 will hope to do it perfectly well w ithout any  
one teach ing  me. 1 have one th in g  to  say to 
you. You m ust keep your useful th ings, don’t 
give them  aw ay for foolish little  th ings—keep 
th em  until they are not useful.”

“ I am  doubtful if  I  go back, if I  can get any 
th in g  to do to earn  m y living. I  have worked 
on the farm  for tw o sum m ers out am ong the 
farm ers in  th is  state , an d  gave as good satisfac
tion as any  w hite  boy of m y age and I  can do 
it  yet. Borne of the boys who w en t home are 
hardly  doing an y th in g  because the A gent 
h asn ’t an y th in g  for them  to do. I  fear if 1 
should go out there and find no em ploym ent I  
m ig h t lose m y learn ing .”

To the Governor of Laguna._Sir *
“ I  have chosen you to w rite to for I  m ust ask 
you about w hat you have been w riting  to us. 
You say to us come home and teach the Pueblo 
ch ildren . I t  is alm ost tim e to go, but how can 
we when we hear no th ing  m ore from you. Is 
th e  school house ready lor us?  I f  you are 
anxious to have us help  you, w hy are you not 
fu r io u s  about the  school house? Can not the

There is one party  th a t has I th in k  a bold 
on politics and  they  are for ex tingu ish ing  the 
use of strong d rinks in th is  country , because 
they  contain a poisonous substance called alco
hol. The men who m ake all k inds of in tox ica t
ing liquors have m urdered the in te llects of som e 
of th e  people and have w eakened th e ir  bodily 
system s, i f o u r  first se ttlers on the coast had 
not brought Whiskey w ith  them  our country  
would be prosperous and would perhaps con
ta in  s ix ty  m illions of inhab itan ts. ”

“ 1 th in k  some of the In d ian s  are sta rv ing  
th is  w inter. Because they do not look-out for 
them selves. If  they were citizens of the U nit
ed States, they  would not m any of them  starve. 
The trouble is because they do not earn  th e ir  
bread, but are ly ing around in laziness and in 
idleness, doing nothing, starving. Now father 
1 hope you will m ake up your m ind and  go to  
work and earn  you own bread. Do not be 
proud of yourselves w alking around in the 
Agency doing nothing. I  hope th a ts  w orthless 
an d  bad ev il.”

Y sim ply w ish to say about the hand of I n 
dians m th a t region is th is. I  w ant all Mm 
children  to lie sent d irect to the  Agency schools. 
There is no reason L ittle  Chief, why you should 
delay w ith  your ch ildren  un til you w ill be in  
starvation , and I w ant you to do it now, th is  
th a t I determ ine,to  tell you. Do it in stan tly  
if you w ant to  he saved w ith your ind igen t In 
dian  com panions in tiiis country . I w ant you 
all to stop loitering around, m ake up your weak 
mi iiu to do it. I w ant you to di^ihc work sun- 
porting yourselves. M ake your own prospects 
lor com fortable homes and the governm ent 
will bless you w ith  all k inds of farm ers’ tools 
m  your han d s .”

I  m ust te ll you of our W ashington trip , 
Lapt. P ra tt took about eighteen of us. On the  
w ay we stopped a t H arrisburg  expecting  to 
take ano ther train  at 2 o’clock. W hile we were 
w aiting  there we found we had chance to go to 
the Capitol of th is  state, so we took our posi- 
t ions iii the w aiting place (station) and  m arched 
oft. \ \  e found so m any flags in the  capitol 
thaJ they  keep for rem em brance. W e were 
told th a t those flags have been th rough a great 
Rebellion and we noticed th a t a g rea t num ber 
ot tlie flags were injured. Then we took our 
train . As we were going along we looked out 
to see the  land and we saw no unlocated land, 
I rem em bered m y w est country , and l  recog
nized th is—th a t the w hite m en will soon go to 
our country  and locate all the land  th ey  can if 
we Ind ians don ’t  do quickly w hat we’should 
do to use our lands. I am  discouraged about 
our paren ts th a t they don ’t understand  w hat 
to do and are ye t in the way of d isability . W e 
reached W ashington a t 6 o’clock, soon after wo 
w ent to the place where we were going to m ake 
our speeches and sing. A fter we spoke two or 
m ore m en spoke not only  about us bu t the 
whole Ind ians. W e w ent in  the W hite  H ouse 
and saw the P resident and his sister Miss 
Cleveland, she was kind to us w hile we were 
in W ashington. W e also m ounted to the dome 
of the Capitol. I  though t I  was d ream ing  when 
I  stood there. I t  was the pleasantest tr ip  I 
ever m ade a t school or a t hom e.”


