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I ndian  Indu strial  School, Carlislk  Barrack s ,
September 12,

Slit: I have tlio honor to transmit herewith my fifth annual report.
The following table of statistics shows the population for the period of repo
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at date o f  
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4
2
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1
2
2

2
1
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2
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7
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3

1
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PLANTING o u t .

shorter periods, 44Ig i r h T a i i c l ' l * n familios during tlie year, for long®*., gins and 173 boys, and have arranged for keeping out about W. located, or to receive 
fimfure oi oui iud 

i of

were reported ns ex^eHatlV'/tw^n! ° /  the *17 placed out last jj
are reported 1  exceHeit w X ™  ^  1  ‘M * 1- 46 “  < W « n d  only 18 m  » « ' * 84

I established a regulation th-J ’.n'* T  g ! ’ 41 as falr, 1111,1 9 as '“*y. , . , in.
tirelv at the ornenso „r  ti • at 11 "  'vent out from the school should do so
ability Tl o r e C  s l. v« r a» (l "hould receive pay according to
been h in e a rlv ^ v ^  a ^ “  " " ’8t " “ WMtory. The absence from the school'11*  
such period of absence .n,i car saving to the Government of their support du •
with clothing, have caV ne.l'anT^ve,^,,1̂ 8 *??  gir'8’ buai,les ®llPP1y’ " «  ThC f  has 
a most excellent influence. An C l i l n Z v  wife h *"mB o f “,on?y> W“ ,1Ĉ  „"$50 is, 
in every way more manly and’ ^  n o S g i
whereas, had he received the same sum as a gratuitv the reverse would he the case- 
Necessarily we have to send out the most advanced and best students. Those re
turned to their homes, added to tho accessions made to the school during the yoar'
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unfortunately limited the number competent to be placed out. Two years of school 
training and discipline are necessary to fit a new pupil for this outing. The rapid 
progress in English speaking, the skill in hand and head work, the independence in 
thought and action pupils so placed gain, all prove that this method o f preparing and 
dispersing Indian youth is an invaluable means of giving them the courage and ca
pacity for civilized self-support. An Indian boy, placed in a family remote from his 
home (and it is better distant from the school), surrounded on all sides by hard-work
ing, iudustrious people, feels at once a stronger desire to do something for him
self than he can be made to feel under any collective system, or in the best Indian 
training school that can be established. His self-respect asserts itself; lie goes to 
work, behaves himself, and tries in every way to compete with those about him. 
For the time he in a measure forgets the things that are behind and pushes on 
towards a better life.

There is, however, one drawback to the success of this or any other method that 
may be established which applies to those belonging to ration and annuity tribes. 
We find from the course of thought among those belonging to such tribes that there 
is constantly before them the inevitable future of a return to their homes, and to 
food without labor. So long as they return to their tribes to be fed, or are forced to 
fall back into homes of filth and degradation to be ruled by blind, ignorant, and su
perstitious parents, the Government by such methods, to some extent destroys that 
which it builds. It is to be hoped that the day is not far distant when the reserva
tion for every Indian within the United States shall only be bounded by the Atlantic 
and Pacific Oceans, British America,/ami the Gulf of Mexico, and when the system 
of maintaining tribes and separate peoples will be abandoned, and the Indian, no 
less than the negro, shall be an unrestricted citizen. The boy learns to swim by go
ing into the water; the Indian will become civilized by mixing with civilization. 
There can, certainly, be no duty resting on the General Government to educate these 
people to tribal life and perpetuate petty nationalities. It seems plain to me, that 
every educational effort of the Government should urge these people into association 
and competition with the othor people of the country, and teach them that it is more 
honorable to be an American citizen than to remain a Comanche or a Sioux. From 
our experience there is no great difficulty in preparing young Indians to live among 
and become a part of civilized people ; but the system of educating in tribes and 
tribal schools leaves the Onondagas Onondagas still, notwithstanding their reserva
tion has been for more than a century in the heart of our greatest State.

T R A N SF E R S TO  O TH E R  SCHOOLS.

Eight of the pupils shown in our tables to have been returned were transferred to 
schools in the West as employes—5 to Genoa, Nebr., and 3 to the Navajo Agency, 
New Mexico. Most satisfactory reports continue to be received from those sent to 
Genoa. At the Navajo Agency the results were not so good, and their services are 
now terminated. In justice, however, to the youth sent to this agency, it should be 
stated that the surrounding circumstances, more than any fault on their part, 
brought their service to an end. Others who went home have been employed both 
in the schools at the agencies and at the now schools away from agencies.

At the instance of the Department, I transferred on the 3d January, 1884, 27 girls 
to Lincoln Institution at Philadelphia.

S A N IT A R Y  C O N D ITIO N .

The general health of the school has been better than in any previous year. Very 
few cases of acute disease of malignant character occurred. Four girls and two boys 
died, all from disease of long standing. Thirty-six weresent home on account of fail
ing health or mental weakness. A number of these have died. An epidemic of mumps 
passed through the school in November, December, and January; there were 116 
cases; all recovered without any serious complications resulting. Our greatest 
trouble is tubercular disease and scrofula, these being the diseases .most prevalent 
among Indians. Our best health results have been among those placed out in fami
lies. Nearly every pupil so placed added increased health to the other gains.

IN D U S T R IA L  W O R K .

We have continued tho system of one-half of each day .in the school-room and the 
other half at work in the shops. I reaffirm all statements I have made in former re
ports in regard to the advantages of industrial training and the aptness of Indian pu
pils. During the year our workshops have been much enlarged and improved through 
the liberality of a friend of the school. Still we have not the shop-room to meet the
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wants of such a large number. In accordance with a suggestion from the honorable 
Secretary of the Interior, I gave opportunities for out and family experience to nearly 
all our apprentices during vacation. Very few of our apprentices fail to come for
ward to comparative proficiency in their trades when continued the ordinary ap
prenticeship period. The trades and industries taught are the same as last year and 
the years previous, i. e. for the bovs, agriculture, carpentering, blacksmithing, and 
wagon-making, painting, shoemaking, harness-making, tailoring, tin-smithing, print
ing, and baking ; for the girls, sewing, cooking, and general household work.

8C H O O L-R O O M  W O R K .

In regard to school-room work I have nothing to add to the full and favorable report 
of last year. The same system has been continued with the same marked success.

Your authority to hold until the end of the term pupils whose school period had 
expired before the close of the school year has, in a measure, overcome the difficulty 
of frequent disturbances by the changes complained of last year. In the future it 
will be better to have all changes of returning to agencies and bringing in new pupils 
occur during vacation.

Desiring to give our students the fullest advantage of our planting-out system, I 
this year omitted the annual public examination exercises.

farm.
Last year and the two previous years I urged the importance of a farm for the 

school. It is quite inexplicable that such an important aid in the work should be so 
many times denied by the Government. As I was not willing to wait longer, I ap
plied to friends of the school and purchased a farm containing 157 acres, at a cost of 
$20,000, vesting the title in a board of trustees. I have received sufficient donations 
to pay $13,000 upon the price ; but this farm is inadequate for our needs. We should 
have at least 400 acres of good land. We could then manage a large herd of cows 
and supply ourselves with abundance of milk, which is the best food to counteract 
the diseases to which our students are most subject. I hope the means may be pro
vided to give us more land.

D ON ATIO N S.

I ho friends of the school have very greatly multiplied in number during the year, 
and the donations have largely increased in amount. The total sum given to us dur
ing the year is $16,509.25, the larger part of which went to make payments on the 
farm. But for this material support from an interested public, our work would have 
been much crippled.

PU BLIC IN T E R E ST .

The different church organizations in the town of Carlisle have continued and in
creased their interest in the welfare of the school, and by their church helps have 
very greatly aided in advancing the highest interests of the students. Of those pres
ent at the school during the year 88 are members of the Episcopalian, Methodist, 
Presbyterian, Lutheran Evangelical, and Catholic churches in Carlisle, who cordially 
welcome our pupils into church fellowship. The students are divided among the sev
eral churches for Sunday-school instruction, and by these several means are brought 
into relations with the best classes of the community. I feel it a most pleasant duty 
to bring to your notice, in this official manner, the pastors, rectors, and priests, and 
the Sunday-school workers who have given such valuable aid and support to our 
cause. I also desire to commend the employes of the school, who have, early and 
late, been faithful in the performance of their several duties.

M .W  PU PILS A N D  V I8 IT 8  B Y  C H IE F S, ETC.

° n,® to t,l° school during tlie year was a party of 52 Apache
y .. . i‘SA  .Carl°8 ®[,8er'rationI Arizona, a number of whom were from the re
cent ,\ captured ( lnricahua hand. This whole party has proved exceptionally indus
trious, dutiful, and apt. The fact that these Apaches and so many other of the wilder 
tribes are committing their children to our care to be educated ought to arouse un
limited confidence on the part of our own people and the Government in their desire 
to become civilized, and lead to our fullest response with ample means for this pur
pose.

A number of parties of chiefs and leading men from different tribes have visited the 
school during the year. They all expressed the greatest satisfaction and gratitude to 
the Government for giving their children such advantages, and urged the children 
to improve their opportunities.
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D ISC IPL IN E .

We have continued the system of trial of offenses by courts composed of the stu
dents, with the same satisfactory results as previously reported.

In conclusion, I reiterate the sentiments of my second annual report—that for 
ISSO-’Sl. To be successful in the work of Indian education we must undertake to edu
cate all the children; to give a veneering of education to a small minority, oj to hoys 
alone, only breeds failure. Among Indians, as well as whites, public opinion controls, 
and the majority controls that opinion. It is not the fear that we may educate the 
children away from sympathy with their former savagery that should influence 11s ; 
hut rather we should fear that we may fall short of getting enough of education and 
training into the particular subject to enable him to stand and compete in civilized 
life. The city of Philadelphia supports schools and gives education to 105,000 chil
dren to maintain its civilization. Is it not criminal for the United States to promise 
and then neglect to give to its 50,000 Indian children the education which the Gov
ernment, in its treaties with them,says “  will insure their civilization?” If the free
dom of citizenship is to be their lot, then the surroundings and experiences of freedom 
and good citizenship during education will best equip them. More than three-fourths 
of the children are still out of school. The apathy of the Government in meeting its 
self-imposed obligation to the Indians in school matters, by providing such meager 
school privileges, would indicate that it has no especial desire to civilize or save them.

Witli great respect, you** obedient servant,' * R. H. PRATT,
Captain Tenth Cavalry, Superintendent.

The Com m issioner  of  Indian  A f fa ir s .

Hampton Norm al and  Ag ricu ltu ral  In stitu te ,
Hampton, Fa., September 1, 1684.

S i r  : I  have the honor to make the following report on the work for Indians at th 
institute for the past year.

is

in tro d u c to r y .

It has become a part of Hampton’s duty to supply an object lesson on the capa-city 
for improvement of the two races with whom it is dealing. From I ebruary till May 
and during July and August the school is visited constantly by thousands ol guests, 
representing all sections of tlie country, from the neighboring winter and summer 
resorts, especially from the Hvgeia Hotel, 2} miles distant. I think valuable im
pressions have been made and'a better sentiment regarding both races created; the 
Indians having, however, been the chief objects of curiosity.

The elevation of the negro is merely a matter of time and effort; to this end nothing 
lias proved more favorable than his position as an American citizen. An equal ca
pacity has been shown by the Indian, but the most important condition or progress, 
citizenship, has, for him, not yet been created. That is tlie turning point.

The question is no longer, can the Indian be civilized? but rather, what be
comes of the civilized Indian? The best answer we can give is, that ol over 10U 
trained Indians, chiefly Sioux, who since 1881 have returned from Hampton to their 
homes, not over 12 have wholly relapsed to Indian ways; not one has become a 
bad character. Most of them are doing well, and some very well. Their success de
pends largely on the agent’s interest in and care for them. They were, at last re
ports, employed as follows:

BOYS.
Teaching in Government schools---------- —  •
Assisting in Government school.......................
Clerks at agency Government schools............
Interpreter at agency Government school.......
Working at trades in Government schools----
Employes in Government schools....... , ..........
Attending school at Government schools.......
Working on their own or parents’ farms.........
Cutting cord wood............................................
Young boys at home behaving well................
Unemployed and adrift...........- ............; .........
He turned to Hampton for more education----

4
1
2
1
9
4
3 
9 
2
4
5 
5


