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The following guide represents various examples of documents found in the Carlisle Indian 
Industrial School student �les.  Form layouts and contents changed over the years and this 
guide shows some of the variety that can be found within the �les.  The names of each docu-
ment type were developed by the Dickinson Archives team to best describe the cards’ contents 

and purpose for readers, but do not always re�ect their original title.

Note: Behavioral/ Disciplinary is a subject tag.  Files are assigned to this tag when they contain 
substantial documentation on a student’s behavioral issues or disciplinary actions taken by the 
school.  Such information may be found in letters, reports, court proceedings, or other school 

forms.
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Application for Enrollment

Original applications to the school containing information about the student’s family, address, previ-
ous schooling, and health. Usually completed by parents, students or Indian Service sta�.  The applica-
tion format changed throughout the years.
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Financial Transactions

This includes documents such as receipts, �nancial ledgers, or correspondence about �nancial 
exchanges.
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Former Student Response Postcard

A self-addressed brief survey card sent by superintendents  Moses Friedman and Oscar Lipps. The post-
cards typically request the former student’s address, occupation,  and any other brief remarks.
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Letters/Correspondence

This category contains all written correspondence.   This includes letters from students back to the 
school, letters to or from family, holiday cards, and letters to and from school o�cials and agents.
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Medical/Physical Records 

This document type includes records of  physical exams, medical visits, Indian School Hospital stays, or 
any other healthcare information about the student during their time in Carlisle. Forms may include 
height, weight, body measurements, descriptions of symptoms, medical treatment,  and  temperature 
charts. 

5



News Clippings

 News clippings can be from either a school newspaper or other publication. 
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Outing Record of Student

A form kept by the school with information and grades related to a student’s outing(s).
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Outing Evaluation

A survey completed by outing patrons or �eld agents. The typically two-page forms contain informa-
tion about a student’s behavior and accomplishments during his/her outing.  Student �les may contain 
multiple outing evaluations.
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Progress/Conduct Card

An index card with information about a student’s academic performance and conduct.
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Report After Leaving

A form maintained by the school to keep track of any information gathered about the students after 
their departure. The form includes the student’s name while s/he was at Carlisle, present name, date of 
information, source of information, student’s current address, student’s occupation, and notes.
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Returned Student Survey

A survey sent to former students requesting information about their lives. The form includes questions 
about marital status, occupation, location, and �nancial holdings. The survey also includes a space for 
former students to provide an update about “anything else of interest connected with [their] life.” If the 
form is in a �le, it has generally been completed and mailed back by the student in their own handwriting.  
In many school documents the term “returned student” is used to describe students who have left the 
school and returned home.
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Student Information Card
An index card that may contain student name, Nation, parents’ names,  dates of enrollment and depar-
ture, cause of discharge, and record of Patrons’ names and addresses for student outings. The layout 
and design of these cards may vary slightly. If a student was discharged and then readmitted at any 
point during their time at the school, their �le may contain more than one student information card. A 
few �les contain a typed version of the information card in addition to a handwritten one. 
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Trade/Position Record Card

An index card listing what trade(s) the student received training for, their ability and conduct, and, 
occasionally, their instructor.  The layout and information on these cards varied slightly over the years.
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