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In 1933, installation of steam lines for a new officers’ mess and within the grounds of the
original eighteenth-century armory encountered human remains. British coins, uniform buttons,
and clothing fragments were found with the remains and identified them as members of the
Seventh Royal Fusiliers (Tousey 1939:393). Captured during the Battle of Trenton, these
soldiers, along with captured spy Major John Andre, were imprisoned at Carlisle Barracks during
the Revolutionary War. There is thus a British POW Cemetery on Carlisle. Artifacts associated
with these remains are currently in the collections at the AHEC. The relationship between the
British camp cemetery and the POW cemetery is unknown.

THE OLD BURIAL GROUND
PRE-CIVIL WAR ERA

The grounds containing the Carlisle Indian School Cemetery were part of a two-acre plot owned
by Jonathan Holmes in the mid-eighteenth century (E.N. Richmond to Adjutant General Office,
letter, 26 July 1879, Red Book Collection Carlisle Barracks [RBC] Box 5, Folder 9:12. AHEC).
Holmes is probably Jonathan Holmes, Sr. (1716-1803). Holmes died in Carlisle, but his grave
site is not known. Map data suggests he might have established a family burial ground that was
later incorporated into the barracks land.

The earliest illustration of a burial area on Carlisle Barracks comes from an 1820 map by Engles
that depicted a “Grave Yard” in the north potion of the post (Figure 4). An 1827 (redrawn 1845)
map, possibly by Harper, showed the Holmes parcel designated as Section B (Figure 5). A note
indicated that Section B was formerly owned by "Jonathan Holmes who is supposed to have
conveyed the same to the government at a very early period...although no deeds can be found on
record, the burial ground is on this parcel.” A formal deed covering grounds associated with
Carlisle Barracks and including the former Holmes parcel was prepared in 1801 (W.A. Bethel to
Quartermaster General, letter, RE: Indian Cemetery, Carlisle Barracks, Pennsylvania, 12 January
1924, File 687, U.S. Army National Cemeteries [Bethel to Quartermaster General 1924
USANC]). Both of these maps illustrate the possible existence of a family cemetery on the
property that became Carlisle Barracks. Holmes may have established this burial ground, which
was possibly still visible when these maps were drawn in the 1820s.

The former Holmes parcel remained in use and was used for burials during the nineteenth-
century military occupation. In the first half of the century, cemeteries were not recognized as
official portions of a military garrison’s landscape and were typically placed where decaying
interments could not contaminate drinking water, away from defensive or strategic parts of a
garrison, and outside of the line of sight within the garrison. While formal studies have not
confirmed it, we have observed that pre-existing burial grounds on garrison properties often
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Figure 17.
Map of Carlisle Barracks Post Cemetery by Yates et al. (1935)
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