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Though Now a Sot He Stiil
Treasures Medals Won in
Big Meets East.

IG Special to The Joumrnal.)

Pendleton, Or., April 20.—Redeemed
from a state of semi savagery and
fitted to become a useful citizen, only
to sink back Into degeneracy through
the medium of “firewater,” John Wa-
lat-zi, & full blood d a grad-
uate of Carlisle, m:; perhaps
hetter than any Indian on the Umatilla
reservation the tendency of his people
to *"go back™ once «ney have been
eguipped for the responsibilities of. Iife
and thrown upon thelr own resources.

Less than a decade ago, Wa-lat-zi
was winning renown as one of the
greatest athletes that ever entered Car-
lisle, six years ago he was followiug
the trade he had learnd at that institu-
tlon and today he is as wild, as indo-
lent and as *‘cultus” as any member of
the three tribes living here.

Wa-lat-zi Great Fullback.

Wa-lat-zl was sent to the famous
Indian college when he was a boy and
was graduated from there eight vears
ago. He was taught the blacksmithing
trade and before he left was recognized
as an expert at the hammer and anvlil.
His prowess on the gridiron and athletic
field is still talked of., As fullback on
the Carlisle team, he fought many bat-
tles against Harvard, Yale and other
big eastern institutions, and though
by no means a heavyweight, was
recogrnized as one of the fiercest plung-
ere In the game at that time. As a
track athlete, he brought more honors
i0 his school, for he was a premier shot
putter and hammer thrower in the in-
tercollegiate world. In the high jump
too, he was & point winner and the
medals which he won In the big eastern
meets he still treasures.

YHonest John" Given Him.

At his graduation, the great athlate
came back to his old home and devot:d
himself to his trade., For two¢ years
he was blacksmith for John Crow, one
of the wheat kings of Umatilla county,
and during this time thers was no
Indian about Pendleton more respected
than he. His integrity was so widely
known that the sobriguet of “Honest
John' was applled to him and still
clings. In those days he was wont to
ride into the city during the spring
to assist in coaching the high school
track athletes and many of thess stu-
dents have since made names for them-
selves as members of Oregon college
teams. His ability to clear the bar
at five feet In riding boots and chaps
is still one of the memorles of the high
schaol track.

Takes First Drink; Goes Down.

After two or three years of hard
work, “Honest John'" began to taste of
“firewater” and from the dday of his
first drink his retrogression was
marked, Soon he quit hls trade and
began epending hig” time In the past-
times of other young braves and during
the past few years his life has been
the life from which the government|
sought to save him. What time he is
not in jail on a drunk and disorderly
charge, he Is on the back of his cuitan
dashing about the reservation. As a
broncho buster, he has acquired much)
the same position as he held In Car-|
lisle athletics for he is without a peer!

among his tribesmen In the gentle art|ants,

yonn Wa-Lat-Zi, Great Carlisle Fullback and Trackman,
Again Reduced to Semi-Savage State by “Firewater’

Photo Copyright by Major Lea Moorhotg of Pendletog m: '

of sticking to the back of a bucking
broncho.

His ability in this llne came to gen-
eral notlice here last fall just prior to
the annual Roundup when he was used
to “try out” the many “outlaw' horses
which were brought in for the wild
west contests, No broncho was too
wlld for him to mount and many anti-
cipated that he would be a strong bid-
der for the northwest cr(ampiunahlp in
the Roundup contests but unfortunately
for his hopes and thelr heliefs, on the
night before the opening of the froni-
ier carnival he imbibed too freely from
his bottle, was arrested and his jall
Bentence of three days prevented him
from appears
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Record of Graduates and Returned Students.
U. S INDIAN SCHOOL, CARLISLE, PA.

| i A e R
NAME.. / i Y (2222 70N A

/ & .}l
10 Are you married and if so to whom?. /,/xj ............................................. e ot I e

2. What is your present address?. A A L] L S e % ,_ ___________ s

3. Did you attend or graduate from any other schools after leaving Carlisle? » Give names of

Sehools and Gates TE POSBIDIOL o i oo isomsssss i oSt messoss s e 2

4. What is your present occupation?_ . . [

Lj / o (A (A : y L7 7 __________ 2Ly / 5/2%

dv7 1.1 - /‘:/f",-ff 7 o £ ! ’ff&}f/}(&/ ff-"(a'—;
6. hat property in the way of land, stock, buildings or money do you have? 5/ o ( /_(/f‘fa‘——'
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8. What other positions have you held since leaving Carlis_le?.Jmcgm.&_?fi. : ‘/‘OLZL? Z.F

9, Tell me anything else of interest connected with your life:




Garlisle, Pa,, Septembzr 1%, 191D,

Mr, Jonn Wallatsie,

Pesndleton, Oregon,
Dear {riend:

I have received the vlank whish was sent to you to be
filled ocut, ond am glad to hear that you are doing well., W

I understand thal you own a comfortable home, and
wolild be very g£lad to g=t a photograph of 1t. I hope at sone
time t0 publish a pamphlet showing the homes of returned
students, and hops that you will be willling to send us the
rhotograph of your home, I will be glad to reluburss y u
for whatever 1t costs you to send the photorrarB.

Thanking you in adgvance for thls, and wishing yon
confiinued succesa in your work, I an

Very truly yours,

Superintendent.
{ ABR)
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