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MAJOR W. A, MERCER, 11TH CavaLRY JOHMN R. WISE W. G. THOMPSON A. KENSLER

SUPERINT EHNDENRT ASET. SUPERINTENDENT SUPT. OF INDUSTRIES QUARTERMASTER

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 726,
UNITED STATES INDIAN SERVICE
INDIAN INDUSTRIAL SCHOOL
CARLISLE, PA,

e January 21, 1907

Clorirnnie. Gt

i .l-’ . I.f'?
( ’J AN A f}% a4 /’9 , (e ? «
\/ g
Dear friend;- L L/

Please oblige by answering the questions telow accurately
and promptly and return this paper to me in the enclosed eavelope,
which requires no postage.
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Have you lived im the East any part of the time since your
graduation and if so, where, how long and what positions did you
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Your friend

Majer 11lth Cavalry,
Superintendent,
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Clipplng from the N.Y. Tribune
Jan. 23, 1910,

Clarence Butler 1898.
Voicing somewhat the same sentiments, though
actively instead of passively, a young Indian
wrote from the State of Washington: *“I can-
not claim to own my house or quarter section
of land, as my rights are being contested by
-wome corporation grafters who infest this dis-
trict. From all reports everything is in my
favor, though, and we are trying to get the
government to investigate the methods of some
of these corporations, which are doing all they
can to enrich themselves at the expense of the
Indian, Just now I am in Spokane, expecting
to go to work on a salary again, but if I was
only free to run my farm I could make a few
thousand dollars out of it each year.”
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7 Bast 1018 Indiane Ave.,
SKY 3pokane, Washington.
W Febrpary
\p Twenty -Fourth,

Ninetsen-ten, g b 128

As the time for the Commencement Gxercises at the Carlisle N,
Indian School is in order, I take pleasure in writing you my Annual Letter,
I am sorry that I did not devote & little more of my time, at
least, with an occasional letter to the school, but the only excuse that
I can give is on account of being such a poor correspondent. Although
"0ld Cerlisle’is to me the morning and evening star.”" It has inspired in
each of our hearts the love and kind remembrsnce of our old "Home Sweet
Home" days. It has been the air and 1light of our hearts.
I remember well the daym I left Carlisle., It was to me the

saddest parting I ever experienced, with the exception of when I first
left home,

To the Alumni: -

My intention from the start was to remain in the Tast and
complete the course I had chosen after I had finished Carlisle School,
but instead of remaining to complete my course (like many others %
was discouraged by the Diseiplinarisn) I left for the West after a two
weeks visit in Philadélphia, I will not desl in this subject, and will
endeavor to give you a brief 8ynoposis of interest.

o doubt you all know that the Coeur D' Alene Indian Reservat-
ion is open for settlement and- that we are all well pleased to -ses the .
interest that is taken and are very anxious to hsve all restrictions
removad.

Prior to the drawing in July 1909, which took place at
Coeur D' Alene City, I received letters daily, asking sbout the Coeur
D'Alene Reservation. While & volume could be written about this val-
uable tract of land, and the Indians who have inhabited it, T shall
only give & brief out-line a8 to what the Reservation is to-day;

"It's rolling preiries of rich s80il, it's wealth of timber
and it's pieturesque Scenery is enchanting to say the least, Seemingly
nature has been kind to this section of the country and it's people,
and left nothing undome that would add to their happiness and the happ-
iness "of those who are to follow in the procession of time. It has been

people "The Coeur D'Alene Indians" as well as the development of this
country, it seems like awaking from a dresm. The wigwam and tepee have
gone, and the Indian with the blanket and long hair is no more; industry
and prosperity is Stamped upon the face of the red man in civilian
» Who are living in attractive homes with orchards, gardens and =
fields of golden grain, and still after sll these changes have taken
place, T am led to believe opportunity is knocking &t the door of every
mén and woman that will be able to hold claima thereony As there are many
things to be carefully considered besides farming, townsites, summer
resorts, undeveloped mines sand mill-sites, ete,, which will reward the
effort set forth to secure them,

I sincerely hope that all of you who have just finished the

School will aporgcisate the value of your training and will take sdvan-
tage of the Opportunities which will arise from gime bo time, =

Wishing you all success and prosperity in &ll your undertakings. ,
I hope to be remembered by all.

Your friend and former student, 3
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