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August 7, 1918,

\Ben Bearchild,

oy i, “ S e id

SRRt :
Burgettstown, Pa,

Deay Sir:‘

: Your letter of August fourth, addressaed to lir,
Gehringer, was passed over to me at my request in order
that I might make reply.

You say that you wish to come bagk to the school
on the first of September, Hut that since you are a jail
breaker and a runaway you thought you would first ask for
permission to come, I would say that the most thoughtful
thing you have done in a long time is %o ask permission
to come back before actually coming.

I recall that one day last fall, Mr, Griffiths
brought you down to my office at the academic building and
gave me a liine of very favorable talk gongarning you and
what you wanted to do, He said you were a worthy young man,
that you had not had a fair chance tc eecure an education,
and that hevhoped that everything possible might be done
in order V¢ enable you to meke up for loet time. He said
he felt sure that you were in dead earneet and that you
were an excellent additiecn t¢ our astudent body,

It was not so very long after that thet I began
to hear things oconcerning your conduct at quarters. In
spite of the confidence Mr, CGriffiths reposed in you, . .
you aaemﬁ% to have had trouble with Mr. Shambaugh, your
instructor in blackemithing, and you refused to obey his
orders snd instructions, For thie he had to take you
over to ¥r, Gehringer for disciplinary purposes; then,
later on, you disobeyed Mr, Gehringer, and for your dis-
obedience he took you to task and gave you your choice
between working in the beiler house and going to the guard
house, You chose the guard house, and then broke jail and
ran away,

Now, do you think you are the sort of young man we
care to waste any time on in this school? I don't think
that any expenditure cf effort to make a man out of you
would be justified. We have no way of knowing what you are



£n Bearchild,....#3.

going to do next at any time, You have shown yourself un-
reliable and indisposed to conform to the ruvules and regula-
tione governing a school of this sort, You came here with
the usual story of a boy of your age ccncerning how you
had been held back and were now waking up to a realization
of the things that you had missed, and as soon as the lice
begins Lo melt in the spring and we need you for a little
neavy work, vou leave us in the lurch and forgeit all of
the good opinion we had formed about you. X

I am inclined to think that the reason why you ars
trying to get back to Carlisle now is that you see that
winter is coming on, and the old school with its comfortable
beds and its plentiful supply of beefsteak and potatoes is a
pretiy good place to winter over, If you wars to come back
we sould expect nothing else of you than that you might make
some little nretence of studying during she winter months
and that as soon as the birds begin to sing again, you would
make your get-away, the same as you did last spring, and
deave us in the lurch again, In other words, I don't bellieve
you have any definite purpose in mind, excepting to shift
along and make of th& CGovernment the goat %o bear thoe brunt
of your shiftlesaness,

Mr. Lipps will return to Carlisle about the first
of September. I am going %o leave thies matter for him to
decide, I don't know what he will say, but I can assure
you that I am golng to recommend strongly againet your
readmiesion,.

. My best qounsel and advige %o you would be to Try
to get a jot where you cam work all through the winter. You
are big enough and oid enough now that you ought to be mak=
ing your own way. If you could get employment somawhere
where there is a night school, the best thing for you to do
would be for you to work all day and go to school in the
evening. I think a 1ittle experience of this sort would do
you more good than to be in & place like Carlisle whore
things come %00 easy.

Respsctfully,

JOD:SR Acting Superintendent,
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April Péth, L1918,

iéi.},", G. EJ: E}‘}“i%'
Superintendent, Bleckfest Ageney,

EBrownlng, sont.

iy dear 3ir:

I regret that I must raport to you that Dben
HERTERE

Bearehild broke out of the guard-house o week 850 and

that ke is now a deserter. He took with him a bese
ball suit and upon his arrival st home I would thank
you to notify me.

Ben should be reguired to pay for the suit and
it is desired that your co-operstion in the maiter be
extended.

Ben was sent to Carlisle late in the fsll and it

was represented that he had been carefully selected for

tranafer,
Very respeetfully,
HKd, Superviscer in Charge,

Copy to Commissioner of Indian Affairs.

el
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June 3rd, 1915,

¥r., C. L, Ellis,
Superintendent, Blackfeet Ageney,
Browning, HMont.

Referring to the report that Ben Bearchild took
o &

e

with him vhen he deserted from Carlisle & heseball suit,

I now teke plessure in stating thet the guit hes beean

- 3

1oested and that Ben need not be held responsible for

m

its wvalue.
Thenking you for the assurance of co-operstion con-

tained in your favor of May the 1st, I remain,

. Superintenient,.
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Aug. 26th, 1918,

Mr. Charles L, Ellis,
Superintendent, Blackfeel Agency,
Browning, Mont,

My dear B8ir:

I arm having transmitted herewith for your in-

formation a copy of a letter I addressed to Ben Bear-

child, who was gent nhere from the Blackfeet Agency in
f ﬁsvgébér of 1914,

Very respectfully,
Encl.

HK . Acting Superintendent.
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