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Syl _ DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,

-

‘i UNITED STATES INDIAN SERVICE,
8. 7 COoPY
Washington, D. C,,
wOV. 8, 1911,

M. Friedman, Supt.,
Carlisle, Pa.

Dear Sir:-

First I do thank youfor all the kindness that
you have done for me. I would like very much to stop at
your school and see the happy faces once more, but owning tc my
being stay here so long that I have to go right back.

But I wish you would tell these few wards to your
school children for me. Tell them that the government cpen
the front door for me at last. I step out from back door to
front door into citizenship, that what I have been cring
for last thirty-two years. Now I can say that I am a man
and will enjoy the 1ife as citizen.

Vhen the Indians given equal opportunities, is the
equal of the white man in every way. When we compete with
equal amount of men with equal chance, we have shown some-
thing to show for. In runing, football game, and bassball,
we always do our bes?t. Why can we try and do our best in
citizenship.

Give my regards to whole schcol.

Yours very respectfully,

Luther 8tanding Bear.



CHIEF STANDING BEAR ?
- Envcun:n INDIA

‘Chief Sta ding Bear as&,ﬂ‘?ﬁ year:
old, one of the few livin terica
na.!am who were pment at thn
opening of Carlisle Gﬂ‘liege n 1879
is in Bridgeport. «;5"

A full blooded descendant of the
warrior chiefs of the swux tribe and

a large landholder
arm&ht Indla..n Agan

an’ edumted philosop

Of the present war he has to say:
“If this war was being fought when
the Indian was in his prime, there
‘would not be a man er boy older than
seven years in the tepee, for every
Indian was taught'from the tlie he
was knee high that he should take
the war path, die on it if necessary
but that under no circumstances was
it honorable to die in the tepee or ir
the camp of peace,”

‘“The spirit of America is homina.nt
among the Indian tribes of the West,
although the hatchet - was buried
many years ago.’ |

In speaking of the customs of the
Sinux. bound to peace but inspired
by war, Chief Standing Bear said:

“The old warrior chiefs of the Si-
oux tribe, sit on the rmw&tion in a
]circla as the sun comes up. With
their unfilled pipes pointing to the !
‘rising orb they pray silently to the
'God they know is above and in si-
lence ask what is best to be done dur-
ing the day. . As the sun rises above
the horizon each fills his pipe In me-
dita.mm and then tries to live the
‘of the day as it has been given
to ‘him in thought as the sun rose.”
_“Chief Standing Bear is at Poli's
theatre appearing In the Race of
Man, an act combining six different

ces of peoples. ———— ]

— e
Standing Bear's Example to Oth%'g.f Cr

Mr. Luther Standing Bear, one of
Carlisle’s oldest students and the
first Indian student to set foot on
Carlisle soil, related in a very amus-
ing manner while here last week,
his experiences and those of his
school-mates on their arrival at Car-
lisle, thirty-two years ago. He men-
tioned the fright which their appear-
ance caused the natives and how
they, the Indians, enjoyed it. Mr.
Standing Bear iz on his way to Wash-
ington to ask of the Commissioner
of Indian affairs the right of citizen-
ship. He expressed regret that the
Indian is still in the hands of the
Government, but he said that the
time is not far distant when he must
take his place among his fellow
white men and compete with them in
all lines of work. He is one of the
most  influential Indians of the day,
and is a shining example of what
education will do for the Indian who
is willing to take the opportunity
and “‘make good."’
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Novembter 8, 1811.

¥r. Luther Standing Bear,
: Washingten, D, C.
Dear_Friend;-

It was with great pleasure that I received your
letter of November eighth, telling me of the succesaful
culmination of your efforts to obtain a paﬁent in fee to
your land together with the rights of citizenahip. I
admire you for the splendid way in which you have taken
up thies matter, and I hope that it will be the beginning
of a new era of probabilities for you and yours. Citizen-

ship entails responsibilities and duties as well as

_privileges, and I know that you will fulfill your obliga=

tions in every direction. The students at carlisle will

be pleased tp know of the succesz which attended your efforts
in ®ashington. |

' It alwaye gives me pleasure to hear from our
returned studdate and graduates and tc know that they are
getting on in the world. Let me hear from you whenever you.
have time to write.

S8incerely yours,

KF: SR Superintendant.'



February 16, 1911,

¥r. Tuther standing Bear
¥althill, HNebraska.
Dear Triegnd:-

Revlyinz to your lettor of the 11th inst
relotive to getting & copy of a Cetdificate of Discharge
ziven L0 von between the vears of '8% and '89, I hav: to
gay thet it is impossible to find what you want at this date.
1 world sugeest thet you write to General Pratt, # 130 South
2ond S8treet, Philadelphia, Pa, He will remexber you and
nlso remopber vour charscter and work while at Carlisle and
w11l 1likely be 2ble to help you.

Very truly yours

gupcrintendent .

NRD
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