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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
UNITED STATES INDIAN SERVICE

Fort Hall Indian School,
Ross Fork, Idaho.
M. Friedman, Esq., Merch 19, I9IZ2.
Superintendent Indian School,
Carlisle, Penn.
Dear lir. Friedman:=
The CARLISIE ARROW for llarch I5, I9I2, came
this morning and as is usual with nearly all the Indian Service
publications which are sent to the various Indian Agencies it
was read bj all members of the office force.

In the notes from returned students I find the following
notice: " Through a letter we learn that a Carlisle graduate,
Pennington Powell, is well and getting good wages employed as a
teamster in the city of Pocatello, Idaho". Similar notices
regarding this same person have been in recent-copies of the
ARROW. I very much doubt if Carlisle has a more loyal friend
than I, or if any one who has ever in any way been connected with
the school has a more earnest desire for her prosperity, for I
know thet the work Carlisle is doing cannot be done in any other
way and that her influence on her students' lives is far-reaching
and for their good always. While I am in sympathy with the pres-
ent system of keeping in touch with the ex-students and the publi-

cation of items of interest regarding them, which not only helps
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their friends to keep account of them but alsoc gives the students
themselves the feeling that their lives and welfare is a matter

of concern to those who have endeavored to aid them while in school,
I reelize that many of these ex-students take advantage of the sit-
uation to give wrong impressions of their course of action on their
return home, and that the Carlisle publications have printed many
statements regarding these students which are not true and are rec=
ognized by the local readers as misstatements. Such erroneous
notices naturally prejudice the reader, and leads him to place a
slight valuation on the statements regarding other students unknown
to him, which may be quite true in their cases.

Such an instance is that of Pennington Powell quoted
above. This student has made but little use of his education and
is no credit to Carlisle. His wife, Florence Bartlett( I believe a
Carlisle student also) has the worst of reputations and the United
States District Attorney recently brought & charge against her of
adultery, which is the second time she has been in court for the
offense. Pennington was sentenced last week at the spring term of
court to serve a three months term in the Pocatello jail and pay
$I00 fine for introducing liquor on this reservation. He was taken
red-handed here at this agency. This statement you publish must have
been sent you since his arrest some five weeks ago.

It is of course impossible that you could know this, or
other statements which I have seen published which were far from

true. We had several returned students at Greenwood, South Dakota,
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who had very flattering statements published regarding them
and which were so far from the actual facts as to excite much
amusement among those in a position to know the truth.

It is always a matter of regret to me to learn of a
Carlisle student making poor use of his training at that insti-
tution. We employees in the field know so well the temptations
to which the returned students are subjected, and that the standard
of living among the friends to whom he returns is much lower than
that to which he has been trained, and we realize that it requires
an exceptionally strong character to resist the influences working
against him. ¥or this reason I think we are more lenient in our
judgment of the returned student than is the community at large,
which appears to expect 2 few years in a non-reservation school to
work some sort of a lasting miracle in the character of its students.

We who are so deeply interested in the Indian students
as a whole, and those of us who are interested in Carlisle in par-
ticular because of our former connection with the school, much re=-
gret any staetement which tends to produce a wrong impression in the
minds of those who have a strong tendency to believe that 'the only
good Indian is a dead one!'. If I may do so without intrusion, I
would suggest that exstudents be warned against sending in state-
ments regarding themselves which are misleading and tend to create
an erroneous impression, as the influence of the Carlisle publica=-
tions is lessened by their so doing.

The fact that I am deeply interested in Carlisle and in



her students has lead me to write you on this subject, and I
trust that it will be received in the spirit in which it has
been written, and that you will believe I was actuated by the

desire to be of service and not by a spirit of criticism.

Very truly yours,




Record of Graduates and Returned Students, %

U. S. INDIAN SCHOOL, CARLISLE, PA.
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6. What property in the way of land, stock, bulldmgs or money do you have? .t
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8. What other positions have you held since leaving Carlisle? . .

9. Tell me anything else of interest connected with your life:



hesten L/ 20 RERORT AFTER LEAVING CARLISLE 1o 53409

NAME AT CARLISLE ;ZW%

PRESENT NAME

INFORMATION ADDRESS OCCUPATION ITEMS OF INTEREST GRADE

THROUGH

o0 (Boas 7 A __
13 St Kaeg HAabiy 2t v st

l _éf;lffigf’

DATE




	NARA_1327_b036_f1748_0001_combined
	NARA_1327_b036_f1748_0003
	NARA_1327_b036_f1748_0004_combined
	NARA_1327_b036_f1748_0006_combined
	NARA_1327_b036_f1748_0008
	NARA_1327_b036_f1748_0009
	NARA_1327_b036_f1748_0010
	NARA_1327_b036_f1748_0011
	NARA_1327_b036_f1748_0012
	NARA_1327_b036_f1748_0013
	NARA_1327_b036_f1748_0014

