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== Editorial Notes _
. .

THE INDIAN A CITIZEN. Is the North American Indian
ready for citizensnip? The colored man has been given that great boon.
Neither he nor the naturalized Italian, German or Irishman is set apart
as a race and disqualified from exercising the right of the ballot. A
native of Caledonia, a full-blooded Indiany Horten-G. Elm, has taken
the position few of his race have ever assumed, i. e., that the Indian if
ne is ever to make the advancement he should, ought to be made a
citizen and his race assimilated, as other races are, into the future
American that is the product of the mingling of all the races that people
our fair land. Mr. Elm is a graduate of the Carlisle Indian School and
is a man well read in the current doings of the day. He returned to

Carlisle at commencement time this spring and while there urged his ‘
views upon his fellow Indians and set them thinking upon the question, ;

He has written briefly his views on this question and we are glad to re-

produce them below:

“In declaring what should be the attitude of a race towards a
policy affecting their interests we must not be unmindful of the
work done by individuals directly or indirectly, Lhe Indian race
.shouid be in sympathy with every sane etfort to better their condi-
tion, but when we consider this fact, that the history ot the
American Indian has peen written by his foe, and when we have
reau this book, who can doubt that ail there 1s of bad, as well as
good, 1n human nature has played upon these people.

"“l'he great mass ot Anlericaus have not attained a correct know-
ledge of tne race and its possibilities. On the reservation the Indian
1s seen under the most uutavorable aspect and one has then only the
slightest opportunity to judge what he could do or become under
tair and equal conditions. A'his method of shutting up the race to
one policy of elevation has reduced the Indian to a geueral level,
inteilectnally and socially. Like other people, when no exterior
torce 1s applied, the Red Man will be found no more equal in
talents, in abilicies, and in power tham they are in other matters.
Under this system the Indian has been watched over, provided for,
cared for at every stage and at all points, and then he 1s upbraided
tor the lack of apility that we helped to destroy. If there 1s any
progress it 1s made in spite of this system and mnot because of it.
We must learn to meet the sharper difficulties of civilized life. The
Indian will advance just in proportion as he succeeds in getting
away from the reservation and becomes a ver; part of our
population.

*“lo those who are closely connected with Indian affairs we
naturally look ror wise guidance. This opportunity came on April
2nd at the graduation exercises of the U. ». Indian school at Car-
lisle, Pa. Hon. Francis C. Leupp, Commissioner of Indian Affairs,
was present, In his address it was expectea that he would define
his position on this particular question. In his opening remarks
he admitted that he was subjected to a great deal of criticism for
opposing non-reservation schools in his latest annual report. In the
addiess there was no effort to effect a change in the opinion of the
people as to his attitude toward the schools. The speech itseif
amounted to little. It wassuggested that we should make ourselves
contented; that the Indian should not change; that we should re-
main the same. :

‘“The importance of race pride and the reverence for the old ways
of life was emphasized by some ot the students, who gave an ex-
hibition of their native customs. In the presence of these tacts,
are we sincere in our purpose? Will this nelp or hinder the pro-
gress of the race? Can there be no change?

“*We know that the nature of the civilized people of today is a
very different thing from that ot their prehistoric ancestors.
Human nature changes constantly and if the Indian 1s 1n this same
environment, he will improve by the same law of development,
We must learn that it 1s the previous condition of the race that has
intensined their problem. Surrounded by the same conditions we

“‘Let us take it for granted that in the near future all the wisdom
and good will of the best people everywhere will be united in the
effort to enlighten, upbuild and adjust these neglected people. The
true friend of the Indian will not seek to isolate him and perpetu-
ate their old customs and ncapacities, but would banish them en-
tirely. Unless tgnorance and tribal customs are destroyed they will
rise up, perplex and trouble. Ignorance and vice are not racial
atuributes; knowledge and virtue are not racial endowment; they
are the outcome of cgndition. In conclusion, we express the firm
conviction of Justice D. J. Brewer who said: ‘It certaiuly is not
criminal 1or anyoue, the world over, to long to come within the
sheltering protection of Old Glory and to become a citizen of this
republic.”’

IN NEWARK, Wayne countygtthey do one thing right. Last

week, five tramps, arrested for vagrancy, were put at work cleaning
the streets.
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