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C. W. BUCK
CATTLE AND HORSE DEALER

REGISTERED ABERDEEM ANGUS CATTLE
RANCH SOUTH FORK OF MILK RIVER

POST OFFICE BROWNING, MONTANA.
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C. W. BUCK
CATTLE AND HORSE DEALER

REGISTERED ABERDEEM ANGUS CATTLE
RANCH SOUTH FORK OF MILK RIVER

POST OFFICE BROWNING. MONTANA.
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C. W. Buck, Treas.

Chas. vereaux, Pres.
Jas. A. Perrine, Sec'y

Levi J. Bt Vice Pres.

St. Mary‘s
International Telephone Co.

Browning, Montanasept 17th 1914,
General R.H.Pratt,
Washington D.C.
My Dear General;--
Your letter was recieved some days since,and I was indeed pleased to hear
froﬁ”g;me as usual,The summer slipped through before I realized the
fact of its going,Since I have returned from Washington there has been
several Inspectors of different nature looking into the affairs of the
Agency and viewing the reservation in general, Among the visitors from the
City of The Great Father was Mr Brosius two of the boys here and myself
took Mr Brosius out one day in a car to show him how the real Indian lived
at home,
You know that Mr McFatridge was Transferred to another Agency but after
the reports of the different Inspectors the Commissioner reinstated lr
McFatridge and told him to continue his good work and that he would furnish
him with good and capable help if he needed it. After the Commssioner had
investigated our Agent carefully he came to the same conclusions that we °
had that he was the man for this place, and that he was doing all that any
man could do under the prevailing conditions and mixed up affairs.Say Gene
-eral, If Christ was Agent for the Blackfeet some of them would want to
Crucify him because he was trying to do the right thing by them.l am safe
in making this assertionthat our present Agent is the best man that has
been here since I returned from Carlisle in 1895. Now that is a pretty big
statement to make but it is so and I have the backing of all of the good
thinking people of this reservation. We are all aware of the fact that

these Indians are poor and have nothing,but who id responsible for their




éll;xs. Devereaux, Pres. C. W. Buck, Treas.
- Levi J. Burd, Vice Pres. Jas. A. Perrine, Sec’'y

St. Mary.s
International Telephone Co.

Browning, Montana

2
Conddtion,I say the Government and former Indian Agents who allowed the

Indians to squander away and neglect their stock. When Major McFatridge
took charge these people were in deplorable and destitute circumstances

I will repeat what I have already said and that is that the Indian Office
is thoroughly convinced that Major McFatridge is the right man for this
Place and that he is executing gallant work, General, when the lMajor took
charge these people were down and out, He is exerting every effort possible
to get them back on their feet,and to provide some means to enable them to
maintain a livelihood. Now General, do not think for one minute that I am
a Booster for Major McFatridge,Il believe in giving every man/ his just dues,
if my pocket book will permit me I will visit Philadelphia’this coming
winter to have my eyes treated give me a letter of introduction to Dr
Fox,Did Mrs Pratt recieve the pillow cover that Mrs Buck sent to her,
James Perrine asks me to remember him to you,I am,

Yours Very Truly,

W



Browning liont January 23rd, 1915,

reneral R.H.Pratt,
Washington D.C.

Dear Friend;w-

Cur Superintendant ,Mr McFatridge has been suspended pendinghis explanas$ion
of charges preferred against him by Mr E.B.Linnon Chief Inspector who was
here about a month ago,

Mr McFatridge can satisfactorily explain all of the charges with the possibvie
exception of the following, his lack of aggrssiveness in the suppression of
gambling,his failure to provide farming implements and seed for the Indians
and his lack of interest in the general prosecution of his administration.
These charges we believe to be unfounded, and we ask you,As our School father
advisor and Friend to consider ou%&i& this matter and to interview
Commissioner Sells in the matter.

General, We look upon you as our foremost friend,and we would not state to xm
you,Anything but what we know to be the Truth,axdxwmxwank#xrstxaxkxymuxWexkxm
We know positively,that Mr McFatridge has done more to suppressGambling

Horse stealing,and whiskey drinking than any Agent that we have ever had,The
crimes enumerated were prevalent, common,and of weekly occurrence before Mr
McFatridge came but now they are of rare occurrence since he has been in
charge of this Agency as he has prosecuted the criminals with vigor,Mr
Linnon,himself while here was present at the hearing of seventeen Gamblers
whom had been arrested Jailed, and Fined from ten to fifty dollars each by
Nr McFatridge in his capacity as Superintendant.He (lir Linnon) was present
during the whele proceedings and knows that some of these men had been
jailed and fined before for a similar offense by Mr MgFatridge, Others have
been arrested and punished since Mr Linnon left herxe.

Relative to the Farming, Seed and implement charge, it is needless to state
that the Blackfeet have tried out farming to their detriment, and we do not
wish any more of our funds to be expended for any more itrash which only
serves to waste time and money. Mr McFatridge has endeavored to intgrest the
Indian office to procure cattle for us f£fer we, and had Messrs Perrine, Buck
and Clark to devote almost their entire efforts along that ddne last winter
in Washington.lniﬁpc matter of lack of General adminis@g&tion,ﬂr McFatridge
has necessarily been called away from his work at the Agency On official

business which he ean satisfactorily explain to the Indian office by their




R.H.P.(3)
ovn letters of instruction to him, bﬁt vBich nevertheless has interfered
with his work.We can state however that lr McFatridge has done better v than
any Agent we have ever had.He is a real Gentlemen,He makes even the most
insignificant Indian feel that he is a real man whenever he comes to his
office,He listens to all, has a kindlword for every one, even his enemies,
and gives special favors to no one,
Relying upon your sense of fairness »and Justice, and knowing that you have
our interests at heart we earnestly request that you do all you can to
prevent an injustice being done either ur McFatridge or ourselves. His removal
would prove a detriment to the tribe and he should be given an opportunity
to appear in person before the Commissioner.as his integrity and record as
a Federal Official,he can refer to the Officials of the Federal Court and
the several state officials of Montana.
The intelligent mémbers of this tribe who went to school under you are
taking an active interest in the affairs of the tribe and realize that
Mr McFatridges dismissal after four years of conscientious service would prove
a great detriment to the whale tribe.As to his honesty and ability there can
be no question.
General,jll we ask is this,That lir McFatridge be given the opportunity to
appear in person before the Indian Office and present his side,We feel and he

feels that he can convince the office of his innocence of all of these charges,

Your School Children,
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