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ebruary 3, 1904. 

y er Coo Pratt: 

Your letter o January 6th 

as duly recei ed, and ahoul h ve been earli r 

ns er d, but I have jut return dafter a 

t n days' absence from the city, and have had 

to e r 

th tr n r o 

y until y return. 

y only object ins e in 

he care o the Indians to 

he r y D at nt, as to-fol : first, to 

th oin of th a encie out of 

o itic 
' an secur :th a poin nt by as l. n-

nt o abl r nd ore fici nt en th n e 

r i el 0 t un r th nt system; 

con ly to et th In i n in char of 

a dep t t ich o l b nt r t d to cl e 

u th ncy at th arli st os ibl 

m me t, and ace 1 rate the catterin o-:r th 

I d a o it pu tion Pos ly the 
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time tor the change has no gone by. I am sure .. 
that ten years ago it would have been a ise 

change, and I am inclined to think it would be 

no . 

General Grant's plan or working through 

the church did not prove successful. Church 

adlllinistration is honest, but it lacked practical 

capability for suoh an affair. 

I have always been in sympathy with 

your idea of breaking up the tribal organization 

and eoatterin th Indians among the white 

people; but I think this idea must be carried 

ut ith reasonable regard to the rights and 

the prejudices of th Indian peoples, and thi 

n ce ity of regar ing their ri hts and pre

judices makes the process at times irritatin ly 

low. It i c rtain that the process ill 

r sult in th destruction of the Indian race 

as a distinct rac, but that, I suppose, is a 

thing to be desired and not lam nted. It will 

probably result in the destruction of a ood 
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many individual In ians, but hen the question 

is between a process hioh 111 practically 

destroy hem all, as the Reservation system has 

in this State, or the destruction or those who 

yield to temptation and to vice, as the process 

or di tributin them is certain to do 9 the 

latter seems to be preferable to the former. 

As to the Reser•ation yetem, I 

have not much faith in the capacity of Federal 

GoTer ent to carry on a charitable and mi sion

ary work at a di tance so great from head

quarters as the great jority of the Indian 

tri ea necessarily are. Otticialiam and 

charity do not eem t me to go to ether n r-

al y very el . 

I note hat you say about the 

pos ibi ity 0t coming up to Yor-lt some time 

t ta these matters over 1th e, and I should 

certainly ur e you to do o, re it not that 

in a eek or t o l am going to Harvard tor an 

absence ot ten days, and lDUDediat ly on my 
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return I start for the Pacific coast, and shall 

not be back until the last o! April. Perhaps 

after my return we can arrange to meet some 

time in ew York; possibly on the occasion 

of your passing throu.gh the city at some time, 

an discuss the itua.tion over the lunch-

table. I should be very glad it we might do 

so. 

Colonel R.H. Pratt, 
Carlisle, 

Pennsylvania. 
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