
POSTAL TELEGRAPH - COMMERCIAL CABLES
:e!Ved at

I «hi lERIbWjtPAR] MtW
CLARENCE H. MACKAY. PresioEnt

TELEGRAM DELIVERY NO. Il

16
408

Tt.e festal Tele.-r jph-Cebls Cnmpmy (incorparated)iransmits and delivers this message subject to the terms and conditions pr.nted on the back of this blank____ ,

42 vrnf 20 r©lleot £©Vt

Carlisle Pa ?lay 9-14

pommr Indian ^ffairs,

washnDc

Whitwell should report oushman at expiration ef his 1

may 18

Lipps, Supervisor.

' . reply n«nensnrA?

■ L/''

FILED 
BY 

L. 
E. 

C
.



POSUL TELEGRAPH-CABLE COMPANY IN
CONNECTION 

WITH

AFRICA

EXTENDS OVER TWOTHE GREATEST TELEGRAPH AND CABLE SYSTEM IN THE WORLD. THE WAY AROUND THE EARTH
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>?or this, one-half the unrepeated telegram rate is charged in addition. Unless (Otherwise indicated on its luce. THIS IS AN UNR^PEj^TED TELEGRAM AND PAIL 
j?OR AS SUCH, in consideration whereof it is agreed between the sender of the telegram and this Company as follows:

1. The Company shall not be liable for mistakes or delays in the transmission or delivery, or for non-delivery, of any UNREPEATED telegram, beyond the amoun- 
irecelved for sending the same; nor for mistakes or delays in the transmission or delivery, or for non-delivery, of any REPEATED telegram, beyond fifty times the sun 
received for sending the same, UNLESS SPECIALLY VALUED; nor in any case for delays arising from unavoidable interruption in the working of its lines; NOR FOP 
ERRORS IN CIPHER OR OBSCURE TELEGRAMS.

2. In any event the Company shall not be liable for damages for any mistakes or delays in the transmission or delivery, or for the non-delivery of this telegram, whether 
caused by the negligence of its servants or otherwise, beyond fifty tijne. the REPEAT I'D telegram rate, at lyhich amount this telegram, if sent as a REPEATED telegram, i* 
hereby valued, unless a greater value is stated in writing hereon at the time the telegram is offwecr to rnc Company for transmission, and an additional sum paid or agreed tc 
be paid based on such value equal to one-tenth of one per cent, thereof.

3. The Company Is hereby made the agent of the sender, without liability, to forward this telegram over the lines of any other Company when necessary to react 
its destination.

4. Messages will be delivered free within the established free delivery limits of the terminal office. For delivery at a greater distance a special charge will be made 
to cover the cost of such delivery.

5. No responsibility attaches to this Company concerning telegrams until the same are accepted at one of Its transmitting offices; and if a telegram is sent to such 
office by one of the Company’s messengers, he acts for that purpose as the agent of the sender.

6. The Company shall not be liable for damages or statutory penalties in any case where the claim is not presented In writing within sixty days after the telegra-- 
Is filed with the Company for transmission.

7. The above terms shall be binding upon the receiver as well as the sender of this telegram.
8. NO EMPLOYEE OF THIS COMPANY IS AUTHORIZED TO VARY THE FOREGOING.

CLARENCE H. MACKAY, president.
CHARLES C. ADAMS, VICE-PRESIDENT. EDWARD REYNOLDS V-’CE-PREST. AND GENERAL MANAGER. CHARLES P. BRUCH, VICE-PRESIDENT
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U. S. Indian School, Carlisle, Pa.,

Principal Teacher's Office,

April 14, 1914.

The Commissioner of Indian Affairs,

Washington, D. C.

Sir: 

1914,)In response to office letter (Ins. April 6,

re charge preferred against me, based upon an affidavit 

made by Mary Elizabeth Gray, a student of Carlisle School, 

I submit the following:
•ft

That during October, 1912, Mary Elizabeth
<5

Gray, not Mary Elizabeth Rapp, was demoted from No. 6 

to No. 5 school-room on the recommendation of her teacher, 

Miss Neptune; that Miss Hagen, the teacher of No. 5, after 

several days as shown by the records—(not months, as 

stated), recommended her promotion back to No. 6, giving 

absolute proof that she was able to do the work there;

that I sent for Mary, explained the circumstances to her, 

and started with her for No. 6; that when passing No. 5 

on our way to No. 6, Mary refused to go further and was 

impudent tc me. No doubt I slapped her lightly on the 

face in the manner described by Mary in enclosed statement,



r

Commissioner of Indian Affairs
-2-

although as told to Mr. Lipps when first confronted with 

the charges, I do not remember it. I should add here, that 

during my thirty years' experience as teacher, I have 

never had a charge of this kind preferred against me, although 

I have on one or two occasions like this, slapped a girl 

lightly in the face in order to have her cease being impudent 

and defiant, just as I would my own girl under similar cir­

cumstances. Moreover, I am on record as being unqualifiedly 

opposed to corporal punishment for girls under any circum­

stances, aside from the fact that I know it is a violation of 

the regulations.

The statements contained in the charges, to the 

effect that I "shouted1,1 that I slapped her as hard as I could 

in the face, that the blow was so hard across her cheek and 

ear and the shock was so great that her books and pencils fell 

to the floor; that I demanded angrily, "You pick those books 

up this very minute, or I'll slap you again"; that on picking 

up her books, I caught her roughly by the shoulder and hurt 

her and pushed her into Miss Neptune's room; that I was angry 

and talked loud; that before this time, I several times, in 

my office, treated her roughly—“pushed and dragged her around, 

forcing her to stand in a corner at those times and would 

not wait for an explanation, but would at once get angry, 

shake her roughly, and push or drag her into a corner"—



Commissioner of Indian Affairs
-3-

these statements, with the exception that I did stand her in 

a corner, are in their entirety, base falsehoods and are-Proved 

to be such by enclosed statements from Mary herself, her teach­

ers, and those who were in a position to know. I, myself, have 

not talked with Mary except in the presence of Mr. Lipps or 

her teacher, my purpose in this being, to do nothing that would 

prevent the whole truth coming to light. I consulted Mary’s 

teacher because as I have stated, I did not at first remember 

the incident. I asked Mr. Lipps to have Mary make her state­

ment to him orally, before I had even seen her since she had 

left for the country and I asked to have this statement put in 

writing under her teacher's supervision. Mary told Maud French 

and other schoolmates, in substance, just what she told Mr. Lipps 

and what she wrote in her statement. She said that Mr. Friedman 

came to her country home, sent for her from Bchool and asked her 

concerning this matter.. She replied at first that she did not 

remember it, that Mr. Friedman pressed the question, that she 

answered 'no' to everything he asked, that he told her to try and 

remember as to whether I had slapped her or not; that she said 

I had slapped her but not "bad" and that she deserved it; that 

he asked her if it did not hurt; she said it hurt a little; that 

Mr. Friedman wrote something down, but she did not realize what 

it was until Mr. Lipps read it to her and asked her if it was 

true and she replied that it was not—that I never hurt her— 

that I never laid hands on her, except this once when I slapped



Commissioner of Indian Affairs
-4-

her a little.

It is significant that after Mary had written the 

enclosed statement she asked her teacher if she would have to 

go before "the people". Her teacher aBked her if she meant 

by this, as to whether or not she would have to go before a 

notary—at the same time explaining the nature and method of 

taking an oath. Asked if she did anything like this for 

Mr. Friedman, she said she did not.

I have tried to get the testimony of Miss Neptune, 

but have failed. Mi38 Sweeny, who was Mary's teacher in No.4, 

prefers to make no statement, but admitted to Mrs. Lovewell, 

another teacher, that Mary was so bad in her room, that she 

made her get down on her knees. I can only add that I have 

spared no pains to give a full, correct, and conscientious 

answer to all that the charges imply.

Through

Supervisor 0. H. Lipps
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Xno.
J SD

charges
APR -6 1914

Jr. Joi in ..hitwol 1, Principal Poacher,
through tiuporvieor o. 1I» Lipps,

Garliole School*

Sir:
Saeed upon an-affidavit made by Mary lisabeth

Grey, a student of Carlisle school, the following charge
18 preferred against you:

.hat during October 1912, Mary Bliisaboth Bapp, 
while r student at Carlisle, had none trouble with 
her toucher regarding her lcscone ana was reduced 
to the next lower grade, and that you us principal 

(tooohor insictod on her going back to ^los J tune’s 
room after she had boon In tho lower grade for oovorsl 
non the; that she did not wish to go to HIM 3.o;tune’s 
room; that you took h r fro your olfloo, tolling her 
that she hud to go; that you started for the lower 

.do room to whioh-sho had boon demote 3 j that you 
shouted "Ccrae with ijo”, an3 sl&.pefl Tier as hard as 
you could in tho faoo; that the blow was co hard 
uoross her ohook and car and tho chock so groat, 
t ic.t her books and ponelie foil to tho floor; that 
you io iimfloi angrily "you pick these books up thia 
very minute or I’ll clap yon ay in ; that on picking 
up her book:; you caught her roughly by tho shoulder 
anti hurt hor and pushed her into IBs iloptuno *s room: 
that you wore angry and tnllcc# loud; that before thia 
ti o you several tines in ; on ■ o ico troatod her 
roughly, pushod and dragged hor around, forcing her 
to ata:-3 in a comer at those Li:es and mid not f 
wait for an o:;? lunation but would at onoo get angry

INITIALING COPY - FOR FILE.

■ rtt :.n.’v. : i.Hi



shake her roughly and push or drag her into a 
corner.

You will be allowed ten days from date of receipt 

of this letter in which to make answer, showing cause why 

you should not be rolieved, transferred or otherwise dis­

posed of as the merits of the case might warrant.

■..Very re spec tf ully,
tkp ■ ■

(Signed) Cato Sell*
Commies:oner.

1- 2



Ins.
J H B

Charges

r, John Whitwell, Principal Teacher, APR -f? 1914

Through supervisor 0. H. Lipps,

Carlisle School.

Sir:

Basci upon an affidavit made By Mary Elisabeth 

dray, a student of Carlisle school, the following charge 

is preferred against you:

That luring October 1912, Mary lizabetb hepp, 
while a fatudent at Carlisle, had some trouble with 
her teacher regardin'; her lessons anti was reduced 
to the noxt lower grade, and that you as principal 
teaoher insisted on hor going back to Miss lloptuno’s 
room after she had been in the lower grade for severs! 
months• that she did not wish to go to Miss Neptune's 
room; that you took her from your office, tolling her 
that she had to go; that you started lor the lover 
grade room to which she had been demoted; that you 
shouted ’’Conte with me", and slapped her as hard as 
you could in tho faoo; that the blow was so hard 
across her cheek and oar uni the shock so great, 
that her books and pencils fell to the floor; that 
you dot.xniled angrily "you pick those books up this 
very minute or I’ll slap you again ; that on picking 
u j her books you aaught her roughly by the shoulder 
and hurt hor and pushed her into lias Heptane’s room; 
that you were angry and talked loud; that hoi ore this 
ti 1® you several times in your offloo treated her 
rourhly, pushod- and arc ged hor around, foroing her 
to stab3 in a corner at those times and would not, 
wait for an oxplan ation but would at once get angry 

. . -



shake her roughly anti push or drag her into a 
corner.

Xc*n will be allowed ton Says fi*om *3- to of receipt 
of thic letter in which to make answer, showing cause why 
you should ;iot be rollevoa, transferred or otherwise its- 
,0303 of as the merits of the case might warrant.

Wry respectfully,

(Signed) Cato Sells
j. >4 Connies 2 onor•«
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APR -7 I9i4

yr. Oscar H. Lipps,

Supr. in Charge Carlisle School.

Sir:
/

Jr

advised

Answering your letter of March 37, you are 

that the annual leave requested by Mr. John

Whitwell <hile enroute to his new position at the

Cushaan School, ia hereby granted, any leevv of

absence so to ten to be reported or the regular leave 

form provided for that purnoae.

ESQ-4-4

Rearactfully,

(Signed) Cato Sell* 
Coruifieloner.



M. FR.tlMAN. A. M.. Litt. D..
UPERINTENDENT

Subject: 
Application 
for leave. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

bO 
co

United States Indian School

CARLISLE, PA.

- o
' -i*

March 27, 1914.

The Honorable
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 

Washington, D. C.

Sir

I am enclosing herewith letter of Mr. John Whitwell, 

Principal Teacher at this school, transmitting application 

for leave with pay in order that he may stop over at 

Jackson, Michigan, while enroute to his new position at 

the Cushman School.

I recommend that Mr. Whitwell's application receive 1
. £ 

favorable consideration.

OHL:SR

Very respectfully,

/



U. S. Indian School, Carlisle, Pa., 

Principal Teacher's Office,

March 26, 1914.

The Commissioner of Indian Affairs,

Washington, D. C.

Sir:

After consulting with Mr. Lipps, Supervisor in Charge, 

and Inspector Linnen, regarding Office letter of March 20, 

1914—re transfer to Cushman, Washington—I respectfully 

request that I be allowed a "stop over" of fourteen days at 

Jackson, Michigan while enroute to new position—-said stop 

over to be granted as annual leave,(with pay/, of which I 

have had none during the present year.

Plans have been made to carry on the work of Principal 

Teacher during my absence, and the fact t.Jnat I will have just 

passed through a strenuous commencement here, have reorganized 

the work for the remainder of the year, and that I would not 

be in a position to take charge of Commencement at Cushman 

without.first having some acquaintance with the school, these 

facts coupled with the fact that personal matters demand 

attention before going west, lead/ me to make this request.

Very respectfully,



5—450 o
' BK-nvr-' '<

MAR 2 c

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
UNITED STATES INDIAN SERVICE

...............
(Name of school, agency, op*vn»6ct.) / .

.......... ............... 191 U-
To the OFFICER IN CHARGE.

Sir : In accordance with the leave regulations on the back of this blank, I respectfully request leave

of absent for__/.Z£. days from

(Reasons.

both inclusive.

(Number days leave of this character during current calendar year.)

CKind of leave wanted.)

(Last date of euterhra< Government Service.)

If application is for sick leave, applicant will here say what form of voucher accompanies the application:

If application be for leave without pay, the officer in charge will fill out the following blank 
and forward the application to the office.

Respectfully forwarded. This applicant has been absent since January 1 of the present year, as follows:

Annual leave, with pay............. .......

Sick leave, with pay—.................. .

Detail, with pay-----------------------

Leave without pay.... .............. .........

This application is therefore J disapproved I recommendation that the same be | 
I approved J I granted I

for the following reasons:

0-2338

T, I w»t be necessary
It Will | J**^^,^**-/ have the services of a temporary employee in the absence of the applicant.



M. FRIEDMAN. A. M., Litt. D.. 
Superintendent

I

States Indian School

CARLISLE. PA.

United

March 18, 1914

Hon. Cato Selle, 
Commissioner

Washington, D. C.
of Indian Affairs,

Sir:

I respectfully transmit herewith/two affidavits

which have come into my hands respecting corporal 

punishment administered by Mr. John Whitwell. Had 

this matter come to my attention whiph in charge 

of the school as Superintendent, I should have 

taken immediate action with reference thereto.

Very respectfully,



State of Pennsylvania

County of Delaware
S S.

Before me, a Justice
for said County, personally came Mary Elizabeth Gray an Indian 
Student of the Carlisle Indian School now living in the home of 
Mrs. Fred Rapp, in Llanerch, Pennsylvania, under the Schools outing 
system, who being duly qualified according to law, deposes and says 
I am seventeen years of age.

During the month of October 1912 I had some trouole with my 
teacher about my lessons and was put back to the next lower grade, 
Mr. John Whitwell, the principal teacher insisted on my going back 
to miss Neptunes room after I was in the lower grade lor several 
days.

I di non wish to go back to Miss Meptunes room.
Mr. Whitwell took me from his office ana told rne I had to ge.
We started for the school room and when we were on the porch I 

started for the lower grade room to which I had been demoted.
Mr. Whitwell shouted "Come with me" and slapped me as hard as 

he could on the face. The blow was so hard across my cheek and 
ear, and the shock so great that niy books and pencil fell to the 
floor. He then yelled at me angrily " You pick these books up this 
very mitute or I’ll slap you again".

I picked the books up ana he grabbed me very roughly by the 
shoulder so that it hurt me and pushed me into Miss Neptunes room.

He was very angry ana talked loud.
'Before that time I was sent to his office several times and he 

would treat me reughly and push and drag me around, forcing me to 
stand in a corner at these times he would not wait for an explanation
bun would get angry at once and shake me roughly and push me or drag

orner.



■ -Us ne . Ec k 1, of Toledo, Ohio, being duly sworn 

dep os as and a ays as follows:
s' i,

I was a teacher at the Carlisle Indian S^xfeol
: may20 
April 1913,

und eh—aj>0 65
Carlisle, Penna., from about September 1, 1912 to

and during that period taught in Room 6, Grade 5,

maiden name of Ellene Neptune; during t hat pe ri od Mary Gray,

an Indian girl, was one of the pup Ils under me and I demoted

this girl to Room 5. The teacher of No.5 later recommended 

her promotion to my grade again and she v/as promoted by the 

Principal teacher, Mr. Whitwell. I later reported to Mr. 

Whitwell that the girl was either not able to do the work of 

my grade or did not try. He came to my school room and said 

he would talk to the girl. He called her out of the school 

room on the porch and talked to her in my presence. He told 

her.she could do the work in No.6 and asked her if she could 

not and she replied that she could; then he asked her why 

she did not do it and the girl by her manner and a short

answer angered Mr. Whitwell so that without warning he struck 

her a severe and brutal blow with his hand, over the left side 

of her face and head. The girl staggered, acted dazed and 

rubbed her eyes. He then took her to his office, where he 

kept her the balance of the afternoon.

I never reported any of my pupils after that to

Mr. Whitwell, because I was afraid he might repeat what he 

did to Mary Gray.



I did not ’-sport Mary Gray to Mr. Whitwell as a

cast- of discipline, but only in an effort to get the girl 

properly graded so that she might be able to do the work 

she was able to do. He sent her back to my grade next day 

and she remained there until she went to the country in the 

Sprlng.

Subscribed and sworn to before me this Twelfth

day of February, Nineteen Hundred Fourteen.



E-Emp.
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

o

United States Indian School

CARLISLE. PA.

The Honorable 
Commissioner of Indian Affaire,

Washington, D. C.

January 10, 191

My dear Mr. Commissioner: /| Z i
Under dato of November twenty-fifth, Mr. JohnrWhitwell, 

principal teacher at this school, was notified that he would 

be transferred because of insubordination. As more than a 

month has elapsed since that time, I respectfully urge the 

importance of making this transfer at an early date • x 

took this matter up with your Office over the telephone to- cP
which

day, stating in detail the kind of agitation in/this man is 

engaged

Aside from hampering the legitimate work of the school,

because he now takes no interest whatever, he is engaged in 

doing positive harm. His influence among the students and 

among the members of the faculty is a pernicious one. It 
is most unfortunate that the Service has^man of his type in 

it. He is doing his best to line up certain teachers against 

certain other teachers, creating a lack of harmony in the school 

building. He is outspoken in his criticism of the administra­

tion of the school before the students, two or three of whom 

he always has in his office.

While I have no direct proof, I feel confident in

view of the intimacy between him and one of the teachers and 

one of the students, both of whom have written to the Office,



Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 

that he has inspired their actions and communications.

If the Office has no one to send in his place, I can 

assume these duties myself, which I am practically doing at 

present.

Very respectfully,

_______
Superintendent.



Education- 
Employees .

B S G
January 15, 1914.

Mr. Meritt:

Referring to the memorandum submitted to

cently regarding the transfer of Mr. Whitwell from the Car­

lisle School; in which memorandum the question of assigning 

him to the position of Assistant Superintendent at the Santa 

Fe School was taken up, your attention is called to the fact 

that Mr. Snyder, the Assistant Superintendent at Santa Fe, 

has requested permission to withdraw his resignation.

We are in receipt to-day of the resignation of 

Mr. Griffith^ who is Assistant Superintendent and Discipli- 

narian at the Cushman School at $1600 a year. Mr. Griffiths



• I

REFER IN REPLY TO THE FOLLOWING:
5—1100 ADDRESS ONLY THE '

COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

OFFICE OF iNDlAN AFFAIRS

WASHINGTON

January 10, 1914.

MEMORANDUM.

Chief, Education Division:

Er. Moses Friedman, of the Carlisle Indian

School, this morning telephoned me and requested that 

the principal, Mr. John Whitwell, he transferred from 

that school at the earliest date practicable.

Please look into this matter, and advise

me what action you think should be taken thereof

1~HF7'-1C


