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F.I.P, , ' October 5, 1908,
SUBJECT ¢
Reconsideration of former
request to return to Car=-
lisle after graduation
and dismissal.
Wicodemus Billy,

Akron, New York,
My ¥riend :

I have read your letter of the 22nd ultimo and considered all
that you set forth in argument for another trial at Carlisle.

Your evident ability in English composition, the faot that you
sre a citizen of the State of Wew York, and the further fact that you
have already had much benefit from the Government, in my mind over-
balance the weight of your arguménts, I do not lock on you as a
skilled workman; but your opportunlities have carried you, or should
have carried you, ta the point where practice and persevérence will
do for you more than instruction ocould. You have doubtless made soms
money since you left the school; and shoyld have something to apply
toward tuition and support in a trade schopl if you are really in ear-
nest regarding the ambition you profess to have, If the pupils of
the Carlisle School or any other nonreservation school are not fitted
to help themselves in one way or another after graduation, especially
those living in surroundings such as Western New York affords, the
schools do not do what should be expected of them. In your gase I



-2- Nicodemus Billy,

am satisfied that the schooly does not owe anything,

On the other hand | it secms to me that a strong realization of
your "failure" at the school;, as you term the conduct which led to
your dismissal, and a determination to retrieve your reputation, should
Tather some self-help, and I am surprised that you have failed thus
far to grasp the idea. What you accomplish by your own individual ef-
fort, unaided by further Goverament gratuity, will be to your person=
al credit; and your success in the large, open ticldltnto whieh you
emerged from the school,will more effectually wipe out your disgrace
at the school than a retura to the narrow school field, There your
struggles would necessarily be under conditions already familiar to
you and with competitors ovér whom you already have an advantage. You
need the stimulus which will come from such necessities as are met in
-the busy, wage-earning white comminities. You must have saved a little
money since you left the school, Habits of saving and thrift will
help you to success as much as anything else, and if you put in prac-
tice the best that has been brought before you your chances for a
satisfactory industrial or business career are good.

Very respectfully,







A F SIPL Aes W Y

I freitveud £ Cecliile i (899, L sinn

_ %AAMW.QW/%M
wied Lo Hle ieriisloty o] e

pctrise f suyupe Adlotsns Ll ro T

wied Mt i Mo Arsad Oonlicle . 2Kt

,,“,g&”/d,u;%jjwzwf?[%/‘«j/



btticels v ritad. 0B B A ey cepaidt
2hecetds |
Hoiw ttilic @ carsert dechoule sprone
freh B Qelille & cnid & bay Fifoie g
ngmz&”mﬂm
ket srin i R wcehnicy £ s bepion tindd
afloc vy graduatin from Qoibesle. 3
S tierihed s Lhe fririn asa Lay
WM%_%%MM
W%MMDQM/#@%%‘
MW g-u.)——- B Aiie Lonrit bl



wz/;@o@%wcmm?,&m
W,—%Mﬂwﬂ
FAEIST ORE Se D D
Mumwzﬁ«fﬁ%w&,
MMMW!MC&;O?MW
pradi ol Bl Ao e, 7&/5%4/7(

L]

W,&/AW,M%, WM



aXOilol. QMMMMM

”&L&)WM}W},‘W—,M
Ouctiite & aky Back B o burk Dloce
S AR WAA_%WA?



e wtb J/@M%MM

W@W@%&Jﬂ

M«/W,MWWAXM
MWQMZMWQ{W
w&lqﬂw.«l«w ,,%«fmm?f
W%WM &w’u&_fufa/u
ik U iFrmihe srill 2o fooF of pmiscece
wehorlr, (Bt o B gt o il o susieiecl
MWJWM&W«%M o
MJMMWWWWW



niild e sirss Bt e Loy . 8 S
Licady Lo e Ll gradde foftfocisc
71%&WMMM“/&Z"‘”Q/
MM#&M/Z‘ZM%{"X
Lsio asfacied S fld oo hrscdic et
g oo dfiloeie s &Fnd
ok Ak IR i N Ol Lo dissisnd
w lifiasl i frnef Mbessef S lad Favy
9 slid e s, bl Bomey Ll
o@wﬁ/'ﬁﬂ/r/f’%#m.w%’m”
Lh 2 rislind B o ganeilions s Forod






ﬁwmﬁwwmmﬁc
AR T SRR R
%Wﬁzjwo?mww
o Rbead oo rind— o Lisilhe B Sfnire
Mmaxaﬁmxwwyj
Mwaﬁﬁéwem#lfdow

Mfwzzmjm W,&)‘M



Jﬁ%mm%%%@w:
"QWM&ML/L;AA%UZ/CM’%‘M‘
WW”/WWMMWJM
blot i U bl il iy st of smied:
Qjé&‘- i s d&zﬁ?’wd.&w,&é,

sl sy oo ol g g b Bty
il s oy rasf-§ s of P



y s )WM%WM
775.WM17,M7W Aaracece rnc
ind nelbre LA amillivisg . T hoonighid —
it Ll neeoid Ao i) at Caibitde
mMAWZM%M%ﬁ
ks n aerid o vy bfe ot Uls aelosl

» WMW—“M%W
rrce . ahes Vo ik g alase B eonis ¥
Vew & wank & fak mpuelf s seerid o1 Caclisle
%WJMMMA,@- Der
Tnrie Wlo. Lochh, aesnan X ans, & folead

E e iblosid Fgo busd , g a gorsen ek
o e o o
Jr fripeises, mike g rma Mrdieas







ferager Lears g1 il e wrrde
i e
s Bk il
Y llotl; v
Wé%



. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, A
Rduost fon OFFICE OF INDIAN APPAIRS, Y g
- 59891 - 1908 :
WASHINGTON,
¥.1.7, . Septembar ¢ . 1908,
SUBJECT:

Regusat to retura
to‘g:rnllo.

Vioodemus Billy |

Akron, New York.
My Friend :

1 have your letter of the 31at ultime and nete both your penitence
for bad condust while enrclled at the Carlisle School and your ples for
permission to return thers to sontinue youwr iadustrial training snd

. _musie, | |

T have looked up your Fecord a little, snd find that you had four
or five yeara training at Carlisle befors you were graduatsd from its
soadenio course in the spring of 1907 ; that your work was in the black~
enith shop ; that after graduation you weres contisued as & pupil bdut
expelied for drunkenness in Septesder last, and that you are ‘now past

21 years sld.
Your resolve to ocorveet the faults whioh Wrought you inte dis-

grace 1s one step Wpward ; your next step must be & resplve %o do this
corrective work yoursel! and not to look %o anyons else for it, It
you do that I shall have faith that you will suseeed for, Irom your
letter T judge you %o have ablility, PFrom all | easn gather without

S - _ | | g
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closely fnvestigat'ng 70ur case you mads pretty gecd use of your
advantages at the sohoel, at any Tate until the last few months of
your tera., Your tu}vo then speaks 'Mw to m¢ of & desire on

- your part to get away from ths preper restraints of sohoeol 1ife, I
thersfore do net think well of your reguest to go back. You have &
fair start im your trade, and oan Xeep WP youwr musis Wy praction,
As you know, the Carlisle School is intended particularly for Indians
whose homes are remcte from industrial centers. I much prefer that
you take sdvantage of the oppertunity you oan finsd 1in your QWi State

" %0 perfeet yourself along the lines you speak of. The benefit %6 you
will be much greater than if you tharow yourself back on the Governnent
for support, Heside this, the discipline ef the echool must be con~
stdered. In the gres’ world sahoel you have ne rules or restric-
ttmomrtmthnnNMormumnuln—nﬁqm
your owa singers desire to improve, and you can follow or rejeest, as
seem to you fit , such exsuples of suécess and methods of attaining
it as your reading and observation bring before you. Your future
must be of yowr own building.

Think the matter over along the lines I have sugzested ,and I am
sure you will come to the same oonelusion that I have regarding the
course you should take with yourself, I shall hope to hear how
your efforts are sucoseding after you have made an independent effor.
to “work out your own salvation,*

Very nmmhﬂ VY '
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
Education OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,
59891 - 1908 o
- WASHINGTON.

F.1.%, : Septenber 5, 1908,
SURIRCY:

Re-enrolment of pupils
dismissed on asgount
of bad conduct.

Superiatendent
Tndian Tndustrial Schood,
Carlisle, Pennaylvanis.
#Mr 3 : ‘

T am in recsipt of a letter from Nicodemus Billy, in which he
asks to be re-admitted to the Carlisle Sghool to continue industrial
training and musio, He makes lpeug for the sonduct which led te his
—__dizziseal lru the school & year m, and aays i'“"'” , il

I have been in communiostion with the office of administra-
tion at Carlisle in reiation to this matter .o ¥riedman

adviged ﬁnm toc of the | tzn
to expelled st mtocumum

TErarm S Held i gg;-"

-ri # of up Gade according
to allow me %o m the m. but said that
mn obtain your conssat was Laperative, :

A copy of sy-Ietter S0 the youag san, shich [ here encloss, in-
dieates wy pesition in matters of this kind., ynless it can be shown
that disnissal was without proper cause, it does 5ot meeu to be in
the interests of good dissipline to ressmrol , If their sxmple to
less prominent pupile was considered detrimental ot the time I gee no
penefit to be derived Wy allewing them to come back.

Ia this gonneotion, you will pote that the plea iz for permis-



«2e M‘“.I

sion to return “to continue industrial traising and musie.* The
language suggests to ms that possibly the main attraction ie not the
"iandustrial training®, dut the®music®, or perhaps the athletie sports.
You understand, of iourn, that, as accompaniments I consider these
special ' features helpful, even excellent ; but as indusements to en-
rolment they should be guarded against, as the tendonay is to 18t in
young men who are desiratle from no other standpoint than their abdility
in these directions. The epportunities for traiming in meohanieal
pursuits which you ars building up sre what I should 1ike the school
%o be moted for. more iham .he popular smusement features whioh Have
uttrutol. public -\ttﬁ:tuu Vhere applicants are maturs they sheuld
nave soms definite idea as to the industrial course te¢ %e taken, and

if sceepted their main effort should b in thet isdustry.

These suggestions are made simply to put you on guard against
possidle mpositions, and not with any intimation that I have fear
of your underrsting the prastical considerations or allewing the
showiar featurss to override the substantisl manual arts. The #*and.
ard for sdmittance should be the same , whe'her the applicet "8
susioal or special physiosl abdlity, or interest only in developing
‘himself as an artisan. The prominenct gained W some pupils in the
various Indian bands m'muuu gamts has tempted Indiaas here and
. there to enrel for such purpcses primarily, and 4% is this class that

"1 do net wish to encoursge.

Very respectfully,

¢ : =%

Commi spioner,
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