INDIAN OFFICE.

FILES.

CAUTION!

Positively no papers to be
added to or taken from this
file, except by an employee of
the Mails and Files Division.

By order of
E. B. MERITT,

o—t344 Asst. Commissioner.
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‘_ DEPARIMENT OF THE INTERTOR A
/}A}/ OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

Wachington, FEB 28 1923

Mr. Richard R. Kasetta,
Care Farley Printery, 112 W. Main St., _
Carlisle, Pa. 5
(&
My dear Mr. Kasetta: A ED !
. In response tc ycur recent inquiry conceining
your rights as a person of Indian blood, this Office requests
that you furnish the following data:

1. Names of your parents and their degrees
of Indian bloocd,

2. Whether your parents were ever enroll-

ed and recognized as members of any tridbs or
band of Indians, If so, nams the tribe or band.

3. Date and place ¢f your birth, and places
anéd approximaie dates of your past residence,

4. Whether you ever sustained tribal rela-
tions with any tribe of Indians, If so, name the
tribe md state when and where and for what period
of time you lived in affiliation with the Indians,

° Give the names of relatives, if any, who
are enrolled or who have been enrolled and received
benefits as Indians; their address and the name of
the tribe or tribes with which they are or were en-
rclled,

6. Your statements should be corroborated by
affidavits of two or more persons who have know-
ledge of the facts in your case,

A person of Indian blood who has ‘the necessary
qualifications, may under certain conditicns obtain an alloctment
on the public domain under the gensral allotment act of February

—
g
e
=

-
| o 3
i~



8, 1887 (24 Stat, I.,388), as amendcd, or a homestead under
the Act of July 4, 1884 (23 Stat. L., 76-96). It is essential,
hovever, that an applicant under either of these acts shall obtain
a certificate from this Office showirg that he is eligible to
wake such an application. It may be added, however, that there
are many persons residing in different parts of the United States
who no doubt possess some Tndism blood, but who have never lived
on an Indiam reservation or affiliated with Indisns in any way
or been recognized by any tribe as a member thersof. Such per-
S0nS are not entitled to the bemsfite of either of the zbove
wentioned acts or to shars in any other benefits provided by
law for Indiens, Such personms are classed as citizens and
usually have no claim toc Indian rights that can be substantiated,
Respectfully,

(Signed) E.B.Meritt

Assistant Commissioper.

(2120)
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THE EARLEY PRINTERY

112 WEST MAIN STREET
CARLISLE, PA.
J. P. CULBERTSON, Proprieior
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¥rs. Martha Sharp,
132 Wepst Pomfret fOtrest,

Carltials, Peansylvania.
¥y dear ¥adam:

Racaipt in anvaowladgad of your lettse
of Qetober 24th, relativa %o the enrollmant of
Richard Xiantta in Hsskall Tnasisute. This Offilase
ie eorey 1% cannet a0acr»~ednta vou in thiz matter,
eyt a1l our saheals arz mractieally £11led and es-
peaially Ragksl)l Institnte.

Your stamp 1o ragurnad heprawith.
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%3 ¥EC 1) Aasietant Commiansionar.
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Mr. J. P. Culbertson, RN 24 192

112 Wesat Main Street,
Carlisle, Pa.

My dear Mr. Culbsrtsoni=

Receipt ia acknowledged of your letter of
January 8 relative to Richard Kessetiz. You are advised
this Office does not feel it can interfere with the
procedure of the State Court in this matter., and it is
probable that a hope for his reformation will be afforded
through the means of such institution 23 the Cowft commits
him to.

Very truly yours,

( ,?? vl
1-WC=20 Assistant Commissioner.
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THE EARLEY PRINTERY

112 WEST MAIN STREET
CARLISLE, PA.

J. P. CULBERTSON, ProPrieTor

To the Hon. Cato Sells,
Washington, D, C.

Dear Sir:

I take the liberty of addressing you relative
Richard Kassetti, As a son—in-law of Mrs, Martha Sh
a member of her household, I am in a position to know
1 the Tacts of his-case,

I was helping Major Mercer at the Small Boys quat-
ters when Richard was brought to the school and it was I who
received him and entered his name upon the books and I have
been in constant toueh with him ever since, He was one of
the best trained little fellows at the school when he came there
and could have been made a useful person had the misgtake not
been made of turning him over to Mrs, Sharp, She is an old
wonren in her dotage and not capable of managing her own af-
fairs, much less of handling hin, For a long time she has
had absolut?ly no control over him and will permit no member
of her family to erercise any authority over him, He has
been loafing around, coming in at all hours of the night and
doing just as he pleases,

Now he is in the hands of the law for Burglary. It
appears he has been associated with a lot of toughs, gambling
etec, Last Monday night a store was entered and robbed of
money., The police have fastened the crime on him and he is
now under their charge, He made a full confession yesterday,
in my presence, Unless you can send an agent here to take
him away and put him in one of your schools, I fear the Re-
formetory or Penitentiary is waiting for himg _—

lr, Denny has tried to get him away from his unhealthy
surroundings, but lMrs, Sharp has succeeded in thwarting every
effort that has been made to do what is best for hin,

In justice to the boy and to the Indian Service, I
am writing you thesesplain faets in the hope that you will
yet be able to save him from himself and his evil companions,

I will add that I have enjoved the warm personal

Priendship of sver Superintendent of the Carlisle Indian
School and am prompted solely by a desire to gave the bHoy.

Very respectfully yours ﬁJl
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¥rs. Martha A. Sharp,
133 west Poinfret 8treet,
Carlisle, Pa.

Ly dear Mrs. Sharp:

Referring to your letter of December 22 4%0
in regard to your desire to place Richard Kesetia dgi
in an Indian Scheol, please advise lhe age of '%;?

this boy, nis tribe, the }eservation from which
enrolled, his grade in scheol, and if practicable
his degree of Indian blood. This will enable the
Office to determine what Indian school, if any,
Richard is eligible to attend,

/ Very truly yours,

(Signed) C. F. Hauke

12 ABC 30 Acting Assistant Commissioner.
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Carlisle School,
My dear Mr, Peel:

Your letter of July 34, 1918, regarding
the case of Richard Kesetta is at hand., I ccnsider
it advtn!bla to allow Mrs, Martha A. Sharp oustody
‘of the child, and you may make the necessary arrange-
ments with her,

Sincerely yours,

(f;&ﬁ"*ni’(}lt"fiei!!
7-LW=35 Commissioner, ﬁ
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

UNITED STATES INDIAN SCHOOL

CARLISLE, PA,

July 24, 1918.

The Honorsable
Commissioner of Indian Affairs,
Washington, D. C.

Bir:

Mrs. Marthe A. Sharp, a respected resident of
Carlil®le, has requested that Richard Kesetta,
one of the pupils of this school, be permitted
to remain with her and attend the schools in
the town of Carlisle.

I have to advise that Richard is now fifteen
years of age and previous to this last year

has been with Mrs. Sharp since he was four

years old and attended the publie schools in
Carlisle until he is now in his ssecond year at
the High School, '

Richard's mother was an ex-student of Carlisle and
while on the Outing merried s vhite man whom, I

am informed, afterwards died. The mother died,
leaving Richard an orphan when he was four years
old and it asppears that subsequent to his return
to Carlisle Major Mercer turned him over to lrs.
Sharp at her request.

Last year Mr. Francis was informed by neighbors

of Mrs. Sharp that Richsard was running wild, 8¢

to speak, and that Mrs. Sharp was getting too

0old to be able to control him, whereupon Mr.
Fragets brought him back to the school. Mrs.
Sharp protested and I understand from time %o time
requested that Richard be returned to her. Our
efforts with him at the school this past year



were, more or less, a failure as he failed to
pass his examinations at the High School.

Mrs. Sharp loves Richard like a mother and
ghortly after Mr. Francis left she called upon
me and pleaded for his return to her. BShe says
she will see that Richard gets a good education
and is taken care of even should she die.

I requested Mrs. Sharp to write me a letter in
tegard to the matter, and, although it contains
very little informstion, I am enclosing it here-
withe I am ineclined to think the boy will do
better in the future and recommend that he be
allowed to remain with Mrs. Sharp in order that
he may continue in the Carlisle schools. If he
graduates from the High School he can then
attend Dickinson College.

An early consideration of this matter will be

appreciated.
Very res e/ct%g,
“12??5%7 45Z%/¢
Trav. Aud. in Chge.
B/s

encle
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