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CAUTION!

Positively no papers to be
added to or taken from this
file, except by an employee of
the Mails and Files Division.

By order of
E. B. MERITT,

[ Asst. Commissioner,
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Mr. Levi Levering,
Omeha rpgenoy,
¥ncy Nedraska

My desr ¥r. Levering:

I 2am in receipt of your letter of NMay 21, 1218
in regerd to the presant uwhereabouts of your o n,
Lineols Leveringz, s deserter from this rchoole.

In responsg yoa are advised thet I have unot beaen
gble toc get any informetiocn &g Lo the locaetion of
yOour S8ons I assure you thet ag s0o0n as 1 find
ont where he is, I will promptly advise you, and
if he is loented within a reasonsble distarce of
tha school, I will see that he is returnsd. I
think upon considerstion, in view ¢ your sxper-
ience as a school man, you will spprecisale the
very graat problem to hold s boy hers sgsinst his
will, in these times of wer, without resortint to
drastic measures, which perscnally I would not
care to use in the mansgement of a school, and I
am ouits sure you would not want exercised towards
8 ohild ¢f yours.

We sra located right in the midst of the manufactur-
ing r.rea of the United Statea, wheres war conditions
have made a tremendons demand for labor and extreme-
1y high wages, and have made it possible for almoest
any type of man or boy to get n jobe. A% the Hog
Islapd Shipyards common lsborers are paid thirty
cents an hour for an eight hour shift. Riveters,
chippers, ard that type of skilled labor, who can

be treined in & few weeks receive fifty, sixty and
seventy cents an hour. I am expleining this to
you so that you will understend that there is every
opportunity for a discontented boy to leave the
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school and get into one of these manufacturing
centers, and the only way we can locate him is
either when he communicates with the school, or
to stumble on him. To search for a boy under
those conditions is like hunting for a needle
in a haystack,

Barly in April we received information that
Lincoln was in Philadelphin, and I promptly
sent the Outing Agent there to get him, but was
unable to locate him.

Lincoln is & lad seventeen years old, who should
have some genersl ideas of his own beat interests.
The Government has offered him training and edu-
cation which he has seen fit to throw away. He
ran away from you last fall when you arranged to
put him in this school. He friled in his studies
here and then ran awaye.

In view of these circumstances it would seem there-
fore that, while I am responsible to you for your
son while he is in my charge, when he secretly
leaves the school and conceals himself that he by
his own amction relieves the United States and me

of a great deal of responsibility, and it seems
unfsir to assume lack of interest or negligence

on my part in following up runawasys because I have
made it a practice to follow up and return runaways
to the school.

1 am sending & copy of your letter to the Commiss-
joner in view of the fact that & copy of your letter
to me was sent there.

Sincérely yonra;

/8igned, John Francis, JTe
JP =B Superintendent

¢C to Commissioner



Omaha Agency,
Macy, Nebraska,

Supt. Jno. Franocis, Jr., : / Mav Z?_“NB
Carlisls, Pa. 2050 ay & B ¥ %%j
Dear Sir:
You wrote me some time ago that my boy, Lincoln Levering,
had run away from school, that you didn't know where he ;ent
and that you oould not locate him.
Do you know now where he is? It is funny that you have
kept silent all this fime, never pay no attention to anybody
what happens. You should continue to inform me about the dig=-
appesrance of this boy who was a member of your scbool and I
am sure you should know where each boy or girl is located. That
ie your business. I haven't heard anything of my boy all this
time and I just wondersd whers he is. If you can furnish me
y further information in reference to this boy I will greatly
&/1bx§$preciate it as I want to know something about him . It ie uy
ownp interest in my family affalr. :
I think your school authority ought to exercise more strioct
ruling than it has been in the past, then thers would be less

run aways from your achool.



I want to tell you that I was there as ntudent of your
sctool for nine good years. During those years we never
allowad 2 student to get away, not even as far as Harrisburg
and if he 4id he was & good ons bhacsuse we, as a body of
studsutp, nelpsd the surerintendent to keep good order and
gonduct in the school.

Vary truly yours,

Interpreter 2.8.1 + s

Omaha Agency, Neobraska.

Carbon to Commissionsr.
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