5—349 e

INDIAN OFFICE.

FILES.

CAUTION!

Positively no papers to be
added to or taken from this
file, except by an employee of
the Mails and Files Division.

By order of
E. B. MERITT,

64344 Asst. Commissioner.

ey /

'(4Y0

i

"ON 9




e JUL 27 1917
@
3°)
Mr, John Francie, Jr., ¢§S

Superintendent, Carlisle School.

My dear Mr. Francis:

I am in receipt of your lettar of July 168, in
which you refer to Section %ix of the Declaration of
Polley and to having receivad a lettar from Supsrvi-
sor Wyly regarding its application %o the enrollment
of pupile at Carlisle from the Five Civilized Tribes,

The Declaration of Policy, I think i1t should
be sald, was a statensnt of principles rather than
an elaboration of details. It was mors gemeral than
specliflic in its scope and purpose and should be inter-
preted and applied with such reasonable adeptation
to excepilonal conditions and with such forethoughs
and moderation as should be exercised in working out
the administrative features of any comprchensive pol-
icy. The best it contains ard ite real aime shounld
not he endangered Ly a peremptorr or narrow construction
of language.

The bvasie purpose of the Policy is right. Every
cfficlal or Supcrintendent in the Indian Sarvice knows
that. It 18 a sincere effort to begin the practice of
our preaching; to turn our dreame and theoriés into
something concrete; to realize actual competency for the
Indians. Of course, we must go a2bout this with cars and
disoretion and a practical consideration of any pecu-
liar eituation encountered, whether i1t be personal, tri-
bal, geo ical, or of any other charascter, and in the
spirit of loyal cooperation throughout the Service.

The essential purpose of Secotion Six of the Declar-

ation of Policy is to withdraw gratuity ald in the educa-
tion of pupils whose parents ars amply able to pay for
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their education. The worde: "and have pubdblie aschool
facilities at or near their homes,® should not be
striotly applied %o ohildren of poor or non-competent
parents, or who because of objeotionable home condi-~
tions, laok of personal eare and ocleanliness, little
knowledge of English, indifferent parental inﬁarest,
or fron goms siwilar and opeoial cause, are not made
welcome in the publiec schools.

If after ocompleting the work of the tribal
schools, or having attained the preper grade for trana-
fex from the reservation schoole, such children seek
admission %o ithe nonreservation sohool designated %o
receive them,, I shall not prohidbit their envellment
there, as heretofore, when it ig shown that they would

not profit by enrollment in the looal distriet sohool
or would not be reosived there, It ias not my intention
under the Deoclaration of Polioy to derrive of an sdusa~
tion Indian ohildren who have no means of seouring the
same except in a Govermmont Irndian %Scheonl,

The general policy of public school attendance is
still practically the same as it has been for some time
and quite elearly indicateod in Sece. 248, 347, Rules for
the Indian School Service 1213, I gee no ogcasion for
changing that poliocy now, It is working well and every
year alteadascs in publie schools is inorecasing under
ite enforcement.

I can apg:ova your nng%estign_ghat the afplies»
tion of the Declaration of Policy should properly be
made to the individusl case in determining whether the
parents are amply able to pay for their vhildren's edu-
cation., There would seem to be no other way. Under
this sifting procese the children of wzll-to-do, pro-
greassive parents with public echool facilitles at or
near their hemes would be eliminated, sxcept on payment
of actual per capita cost and transportation, and the
children of mor: than one-fourth dsgree of Indian blood
whose parents are non-progressive and financially in-
capable may be enrolled in the nonreservation schoole
to which they are sligible under existing rules, unless
they ocan be adequately cared for in the public schoole
under payment of tuition.. I also see no reason why the
same rule should not govern with referemce %o children
of the Five Civilized Tribes who have guardians beoc. o



because of deceased or noncqmpei;ht parents, their
finaneial resources determining, uporn investigation in
each case, whether thelr education should be free or paild
for.

- It does not occur to me that any deviation
rrom the foregeing need be made in the case of applica-
tions from Wew York Indians, but if you have further sug-

stions to offer affecting their status, T will consider
hem.

As to the territory from which Carlisle may
properly draw pupils, I do not find that more definite
limits heve been set than those involved in the cost of
transportation. It 1s expected that in the absence of
special conslderations students will go to the nonreser-
vation school accessible at the least expense for travel.
Of course Sections 16 (as emended). and 17, of the Sghool
Rules, make specific designations as to children of the
Five Civilized Tribes and the New York Indians.

Some consideration may be given to your
geogrephlcal location with reference to the like situation
of the other schools authorized to do the full four years
vocational work, viz., Albuquerque, Chiloecco, Flandreau,
Haskell, Phoenix, Salem and Sherman., Also your facilities
for advanced training and your outing arrangements, partl-
cularly in the interest of students of applied mechanics
at motor car and other factories, or for the special
equipment of nurse, should, perhaps, permit some latitude
in special and worthy cases.

If there are gatters in connection with this
gemaral subject you would like to discuss rurther, I
shall be glad to have you do a?k
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Hon. Cato Sells,
Commissioner of Indism Affairs,
Washington, D.C.

My dear Mr. Commissioner:

fhis morning I am in receipt of a
letter from lr. A. S. Wyly, Supervisar of
Indian Schools, luskogee, Oklahoms, regerding
applicetions for enrollment of pupils from
the Five Civilized Tribes in Carlisle.

lr. Wyly advises me thet he hag
written you with reference to Section Six
of the Declaration of Policy eni its applica-
tion to Oklahoma children. He indicates to
me that if this section is strictly observed
he is doubtful whether any pupils from the
Five Tribes will be eligible for enrollment
as nearly all of them are within resch of
public schools.

The decision in regard to this matter
is of the most vital importance to the future
of this school.

Out of 811 pupils enrolled during
the past year 126 were from Oklashoms and 125
from the State of New York.

The theory whieh has evidently
governed this Iinstitution in the past in enroll-
ing thie class of students is that even though
their homes are located adjacent to public
schools, if they desire training in vocational
branches which are not given by such public
gchools, the children if of more than 4 Indian
blood and between the ages of 14 and 21 years,
could be enrolled.

With this policy the enrollment during
the past year was ample to cover the expenditures
of the sehool at the legal per capita cost of



$200 per pupil.

Our graduweting class numbered 656 pupils
and about 35 of our male pupils have enlisted
in the Army. After subtracting those whose time
has expired, there remsins an enrollment of
approximately 500 which may be reduced fthrough the
failure of those on leave to return.

The current appropriation bill provides
for an enrollment of 800 pupils. Approximately
2000 names of children entitled to transfer and
enrollment have been sent to this sehool,as well
as to the other large schools, by agency super-
intendents, and an eamest effort is being made
to interest *hese pupils in this school and in
the natural order of events Carlisle will enroll
& reasonable number from this list. It is doubtful
however whether enrollments from this list will
be sufficient if Oklahoms and New York are eliminated,
to furnish sufficient pupils to fill the school to
capacity during the present year. I am not guite
clear, however, that it is the intention of the
Declaration of Policy to bar us from enrolling
pupils from Oklahoma and New York.

The school is splendidly prepared to give
vocational instruction in addition to the ordinary
academic courses. Its Ford classes offer & wonderful
opportunity for young men. Its outing system is
unsurpasseds The plant, though old, is complete
and capable of years of service. Its corps of
employess is efficient.

difficulties which the school must face in procuring
pupils that careful consideration should be given

| to the effect of the Declaration of Policy on it
and instructions be given me particulerly in regard
to pupils who mey have public school facilities
within the states of Oklahoma =nd New York. ILike-
wigse I would like to be sdvised of the territory from
which this school mey properly draw pupils, s I
em unable to find eny instructions in this regard.

// It seems that by reason of the geographical

Unguestionably the Indisn should be
trained to work amvd to work with his hands. The
non-reservation schools are planned on that
principle. Tn the case of wealthyprogressive
Indians having public school facilities there is
no necessity for enrolling their children, but in



the case of non-competent and non-progressive
parents the enrollment of a child in & public
school will not mean its attendance and in
competing with white children Indian children
from this class of parentage will not receive
the character of training best suited for their
future or that sympathy which their successful
development would demend.

In New York and Oklahoma I understand
meny Indian children live within a few miles

of large cities containing the very best educationsal

facilities, but these paremts have not the means
or the energy in most cases to pay the board and
lodging of thelr children in the towns which
would be necessary if they utilized these facili-
ties.

It would seem that the application of
the Declaration of Policy could properly be
made to the individuel case rather than by a
genersl applicetion.

Could not the children of the well-to-do
progresgsive parents living sdjacent to publie
schools be eliminated or required to pay tuition,
while in the case of non-progressive 4indians
of a.large smount of Indian blood their children
could be permitted to be enrolled in our schools
until such time as the gradual placing of
responsibility will make thelr eliminstion desir-
able. In the case of wealthy Indians of this
class they should, of course, be required to pay
tuition for their children. In other words it
would seem to be & hardship to apply the rule
to those Indlans who are just getting on their
feet. It would seem also that the doors of
Carlisle could properly be opened to Indians from
the Five Civilized Tribes who are under the care
of guardians, their parents being dead or non-
competent. Where they are wealthy they should be
req %§§i to pay their transportation and tuition,
bgﬁ? flere fact that they live near s public
school which they would not attend be made & bar
to their enrollment?

The points herein brought out are
submitted in no sense as an argument against
the Declaration of Policy but rather with a
view of presenting for your considerstion in
connection with any interpretation of the Declara-



Hon. Cato Sells 7/16/17

tion the conditions at Carlisle with psrticular
reference to Oklahoma and New York states.

J Jours,

JF:R Superintendent.
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