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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, g ?;;l
b ! o
UNITED STATES INDIAN SBERVICE, » 1oVe] S
Subject: 1{ & NS &
Expiration of Indian Industrial School, -
enrollment period o N
of Philimena Badger, Carlisle, Pa., March 7, 1908,

o

The Commissioner of Indian Affairs,
Washington, D, C,
Sir:

T am in receipt of your Office letter (Education 14996/08,
File 820), dated the 3d instant, in regard to the expiration of
the term of enrollment of Philomena Badger, one of our pupils from
the Standing Rock Reservation, North Dakota. I deem it proper
to advise you in connection with this case that as stated in your
letter Philomena Badger was entitled to her discharge last summer,
having enrolled October 20, 1902, for five vears. She did not,
however, want to go home, but voluntarily expressed a desire to
re-enroll for the period of three years. We took her signature
giving her consent accordingly, The records show that she is
now about 20 years of age and under the rule printed on the back
of the applicafion blank prepared by your Office she was competent
to sign for such re=-enrocllment.

Standing Soldier who wanted the gi}l discharged is not her
father but has acted as her guardian. Philomena's parents are
not living and she did not care to go home, and in this we think
her decision was the right one. I inclose herewith copy of a
letter from the clerk in charge of the Standing Rock Agency, dated

September 9th last in regard to sending this girl home, and a



copy of Major Mercer's reply thereto, dated September 16t .

In view of all the facts I feel that this girl should be
permitted to continue at Carlisle until she completes her course,
and I so recommend,

Very respectfully,
-Suﬁervisor in Charge,

JRW-S



Standing Rock Agency,
?Or't Y&ttl, N-'. S'pl 9,190?"

wajor W.A.Mercer, Superinﬁendent,

Carlisle Indian School,

Carliele, Pa.

fr:=

Stardirg Soldier, an Indisn of this agency, wishes me to

write you in regard to his daughter, Philomweme Radger , whom he claims

was enrolled at your school for five years, and has completed the

course . He says that ehe is now reguired to stay two years longer,

aithough a sister who went there at the same time has returned home.

Please advise at your early convenience.

Very respectfully,

NS A /"JD y ,r{-//

R el e
© ' ' Olerk in chafge.
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MAJOR W. A. MERCER, 11TH CAVALRY JOHN R. WISE W. G. THC

SUPERINTENDENT

ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT SUPERINTENDENT o
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
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REFER IN NEPLY TO THE FOLLOWING: F I I._J E.
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTER

OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,
_:!._*."35;5:.\ - 1908 WASHINGTON.

.1: '."F.’.T'C}'L

Re-enrclment of
Philomena Badger,
ioux, for three

mr, Charles H. Tickson,
fuperviscr in charge,
Indian Industrial Pchcol,
Carlisle, Pennsylvania.

P}
e
ks
-w

Ycur letter of the 7th instant has been received, in which you
say that Philomena Tadger, who was entitled to return to her home last
sumn2r by reason of expiration of time, voluntarily expressed a desire

to re-enrcl for a period of three years ; that her parents are not

L2

living and she did not esre to go home, and that, as she is now about
20 years old and the rule printed on the vack of the applicaticn blenk
authorizes su action, she was permitted to re-enrol, her signature
indicating consent Leing taken accordingly.

Tt is arrarent that the action taken was due t¢ a misconception
of the-intent of the provigion referred to. A guestion ¢f ethics is
involved which seens Lo me an important consideraticen if good faith
is to be preserved with Tndian parente, wund one which renders the
provision inapprlieshle to cases of this sort, sas will be seen when
the matter is viewed from the standroint of both parties to the mat-

ter.




Carliecle,.

Under the rules governing transfers and enrclments, rupile in a
nenreservation echeol are enrolled for a stated pericd -- three to
five years, the rsrente cor guardiane giving their written consent aznd
agreeins tc abide by the rules erd regulations, Tithout such & write
ten agreement on the part ¢f the rarent or suardian no Trdizn under
18 years is rreperly enrolled. 1In return, the Government agrees
throush its representative, the Surerintendent, to care for and edu-
cate the children thus committed to it durinc the.atated vericd, and,
if not gradusted cr otherwige discharged hefore thatl time, to return
them tc their homes on the expiration o¢f the enrclment term. It is
well understeood by both parties to the egreement that the Tndiang can-
net demand the return of the children hefore the end of that rericd,
although, fer whet are consiﬁered sufficient reascns, the O-fice may
anthorize return bvefeore that time.

The promise of the Surerintendent as an officer of the Cuvernnent
to carry out his part of the agreement is not ;equired to be in writ-
ing. The inducement held out by the Government makes that unneces- \
sary, The fact that the children zre accepted and enrolled as pupils
completes the agreement. The rarsnt consents to rart with his chile
dren for the stated period (not indefinitely), and in consideration
of the Superintendent's implied promise., Wulfilment of that promiase
te the parent or guardiasn involves the carrying out of all the things
which the authorized inducement ccvered.

Tn the majority ef cases the enrolment pericd extends heyend the

time when the echild has resched the sge of 18 yvears. The agreement
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nolds pood, however, and neither purent or “urerintendent can declare
it eancelled or perfd}ned before expiration of time, on account of the
l8-yesr provision, which 18 as follows

An Indian boy or girl 18 yvears old and over may, without

the consent of parents or others, versonally sign the applica=-

tion fora on ite heing chanred to suit the case ; but in all
ﬁgses where the varents are living they should first be consult-

This applies p&?ticularly to young Tndiang living on or off a
reservation who desire nonreservation scheool advanteges, but who sre
withheld from them by parents cor puardians. As is inferred from the
wording, it is ypreferred thu:hgarents? consent he obtained, if pospi-
ble - at any rate, that theyv be consulted. TIf consent is not given,
the question may bhe décided by the young people themselves, Tn such
cazes, however, there im no cbligation to the parents to be performed
by the Government pricr to entering into an apgreement with the pupil
personally.

Tt has often been contended by Tndisns, in orrosition to educa-
tion away from the regervation, that children sre not returned when
their enrolment period has expired, but are retained from vear to
year, arvitrarily, ag they think ; that when theﬂﬂra returned they
have fergotien trhe langusge of the tribe sznd ﬁre ﬁut of pluce amone
their kindred ; that their children are "lost " to them. ' These con-
tentions doublless exapgerate the facts in most instances ; but an
absence of five years without 2 bhreak geems to me long encugh for the

purpoge intended. I would not check the worthy aspirations of any

reservation Indian who craves cutside opportunities, nor would T drive
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vacl to the reservution any who find themeselves in surrcundings favore
able to further advancement. Iut in the interests of good faith, the

privilege of returning teo Lhe-achool an0 continuing the schcol course
after the obligation to the parents or guardisns is fulfilled will' not
be' withdrawn ' {rom those pupils whoese abilities wa&ran}{ﬁ Iurtnér
expeﬁdituré by the Government ., Where pupils expect toc 'inish the
course in another vear, corrssnondence with the parents might result
in. their willingly foregeing the home-ccming of the pupil until grad-
vatien, Tn the case of Philmana Badger, the quarterly report showa
that in the five years she has passed from the third grade to the
fifth. Probably her industrial record is betler than this ; 1T not,
there is no strong indication that ancther enrciment pericd would bene
efit her apureciably, slthouch she exnressed = preference for renaine
ing at school. Having a0 exrressed herself, =nd having heen rermite
ted to remain in sccordunce with the 18-vear provision =«s its intent
wae then underateod, thare is nc¢ reason for haste in sending her hcme ;
but my notion is that she should e in the home rarty wnich will be
made up next summer, unless, in the'meartime, conditicﬁs arise which
put her retention cn a4 more tenable foundation.

The cinstruction placed upen the raragraph referred to wus
prokably suggested by the pgirl's reguest, and no censure is implied,f
by the Office, the gpecial reason ‘or itas inserticn and its limited

range not huaving heen explained. Tt is readily seen, hovever, that

too liberal an arvlication of it may result in considerable friction
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and unpleasant comment. These it g wise to avoid, but the principal
objection 4s the conflict with the obligation to the parents or guar-
dians,

As the home-going season is approaching, when these questions
will doubtless be brought up, T have set out my views at some length
feeling that the puggestion is all that is necessary to cause a full
consideration of both sides ¢f the subject at the appropriate time,

Very respectfully,

Cormmissioner.

ﬂompared’

Ty
)L)
(.



xi_.;.' \ \) b_‘ O .
g, & O
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, (¢p) :l =
UNITED STATES INDIAN SERVICE, + =
Subject - . S
Re-enrolliment of .\\M_m,;//
Philomena Badgers Indian Industrial School,

Carlisle, Pa,., March 35,1908,
The Commisasionar
of Indian Affairs,

Tashington,

I am in roceipt of your letter, Rducation 16535/1908,
File 820, dated the 20th instant, relative to the re-enrollment
of Philomena Badger at this achool for a period of three years, and
vhiile no reply sesmed t0 be nsacessary, yet I wish to say that I am
in full and hearty accord with vour viows relative to such matters
and which are so plainly and clearly expressed in vour letters
If there 1s one thing above another that the Government, or
agonts acting for the Government, should do, it is to kcep saored,
and inviolate.ihe promises that are made to Indian parents respocting
the return of thelr children at the expiration of thelr period of
enrollment, and for this reason, I have always contonded, every
pupil should be roturned promptly and at the time stipulateds In
scores of instances, in my own experience, Indian parents have com-
rlained, and justly so, that their children were kept away from
them and not returned when thelr enrollment period had expiredj often
having Deen kept in different schools for one, two or thnrce vcears.
Eiﬂ\ At one time these instances were not rare, but very common,'

ifléut I am glad to say that there has bson a very marked change for the

f

\..b8tter in this respect within the last three or four years. If we

S0\
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expect the Indian parents to have faith in our word, we must kcap
faith with thom, and the only way wg can do this is by earrying ont
faithfully and sacrodly these promises that ara made 0 them with
respact Yo the roturn of their enildren.

My exparlence has bDsen that if we keep faith with the Indians
they will keep faith with us, and promisss that have boen broken in
thia reancet has heon t0 me a goitren of desp regrat and shame, and
I have always thonght that every officer, agsnt, or suporintondent
who would be guilty of violating a promige in this voespeot . was
unworthy to hold a position of trust or ragsponsibility. under the
Govaermuoent ,

very I':}B_'{Jcctf"nll'!’,

|__f'/-’_;
CHD/EFW Supervisor in Charge.
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