J return home. The parents have come to me. TN

Hon. ¥. 5. leupg, 3]
Com. of Tnaism Affaive, R!i‘?
Washington, D. 0. ; (EEJZ‘ /
Degr Sir:
The rerrscentrtive from this dist=iat, Hon. llewellyn Powes
hae referred me Lo von relative bo a nmatter concerniing which I pade
inguiry of hinm.
We hsve here in 01d Tovn an Indian Recervation with theo »en-

nsnt of 2 Lvibe mambering about four hundred. All of the youncer mem

wards many of them sttefd onr high school and come of them have pracdy-
sled from soliege, ohe or two going to Harvard, some of hhsm;h&mﬁ“?
netad f»om the Cariisle 3dhool, Carliiele, Penn.

Lasht eummer g ludy §-gcoher cmme hewe Frop 0aviisle and ﬁﬁé'l

auced sare of the pirls fror the Reservation tn go there toree
I think =he nad g weitten eonsent fwom thei» parente for them bo v
at tha school For 2 eerhain length of tire. Nne of the pivlas Wlﬁl
fo return and attend the rublie sehools here and her uavenhs are
mows auncsTNed 2hont hew return than che is hewself. Her robthes is

not well snd it is a constant sourse o wor»irmbt Ho d

'iﬂ-&W&Y. The offisials at Carliele denv 4o hEhe shill

“¥rom my point of view thev have no »irht Lo oxeraise
#ectraint ogver the s2hild. T nanno% aoneeive how hthe sehool

authoritiee at Oarlicle can hold ons of these children theve



Law OFFICES OF y
W. H. POWELL, "~

OLD TOWN, ME,

T wish %0 ha Aanlipghtened in the matterm as T may not Miliy un-
dsrshand the richhi= which m>» constitution guarsntees %o Indian ehil-
dren. T wish yon would kindly wrile me in »elation %o fthe matier, ang
aleoo I wish to enlist your accietance if poescible in dringing ahout an
srrangenent whereby the girl can be returned bto 0lda Town.

Respentfully vours,

AN




RIFER iIN REPLY TO THE FOLLOWINGI

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,

82074 - 1907 WASHINGTON.
File 820

October 19, 1907.
Subject:

Return of pupil
from Carlisle,

¥. H, Powell, Eaq.,

01d Town, Maine,

Your letter of the 1llth instant has been received, in which you
say that last summer some of the girls from the 014 Town Indian Reser=-
vation in daine were induced to go Lo the Carlisle School; that you
think a written ccnsent from the pareéents was cbtained for tham to re=-
main at the schecol for a certain length of time; that one of the girls
wishes to return and attend the public schooel at home; thal her par-
ents =re much more concerned about her return thah she is herself;
that her mother is not well; that the officials of the schoocl deny to
the child the right to go home, and that you wish to know whether the
Carlisle fchool authorities have the right to hold the child against
the wishes of her parents,

The United States Government has appropriated in the past, and
is still appropriating, large sums of money for the educaticn of Indi-
an children. It is & pure gratuity on the part ¢f the general Govern=-
ment to assume this heavy expenditure for Indian children who , nece-
essarily, must hereafter be cared for by the individual States. This

Office is charged with the expenditure o¢f this appropriation and has



aP= ¥r. Powell,

endeavored to safeguard it as far as possible, in order to give the
greatest good at the minimum of expense, For this reason its regula-
tions provide that where Indian children are enrolled in a noareser-
vation schocl they must be enrolled with the consent of the parents
for a definite period. You will réadily see that this requirement is
in the intereste of economy, enabling the Office to know how much
money is rneeded for & given time and to save transportation to and
from the school,

Although there may be some question as te the legal right of
the school authorities to decline to return the child to the purents
before the contract period of enrolment has expired, they certainly
have a moral right 1in the premises., Tn view, however, of the fact
that the 0ld Town Indians are not charges upon the bounty of the Gen-
eral Covernment, but are being cared for either by the State or by
their own funds, T am not disposed-to stand upon any legal or moral
rights in this case; hence, the “upesrintendent of the Carlisle School
will be directed to return thias girl tc her home on the psyment to
the school of a sum sufficient to reimburse it for the expense in-
curred in returning her to her home,

Please inform the parents that they may take up the matter again
with the Carlisle Superintendent,

Very respectfully,
(Sicmned) 0. F. Tarrahar”
Acting Commicesiconer,

J.H.D.(P)

Compared.



REFER IN REPLY TO THE FOLLOWING ! ';'1.1'1010 sure

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,

Kducsation OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,
74 -~ 1907
?‘??e 820 2 WASHINGTON.
Subject: October 19, 1907,

Request for re-
turn of pupil.

fuperintendent,
Tndian Industrial School,
Carlisle, Fennsylvania.
fir

Por your information I enclose a copy of a letter this day ad-
dressed to W. H, Fowell, Esquire, of 0ld Town, Maine, concerning the
return home of an Tndian girl taken from that place to your school.

You will observe that Mr, Powell has been informed that if the
parents write you again , agking her return, you will comply with
their request on receipt of the money to pay her transrvortation ex-
pense home,

In this connection, the Office prefers not to use the Government
gratuities for the education of Indians in taking children from Indian
settlements in iaine or elsewhere who are not under the care and cone
trol of this Office, but who are admitted to the schools conducted at
or near their homes, as a pears to he the case at 01d Town. The Car=-
lisle School shculd be filled with such Indians as are not cared for
by their States, and who have not the privileges of white schools.

‘ Very respectfully,
(Sign=d) C. F. Larrabes.
Acting Commissioner.

J.H.D.(P)

Tpoaedmon |
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