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0EC 15 1918

Mr., G. McM, Ross,
444 W, Poplar Street, ?.?i
8tockton, California. i\\'w e
My dear Mr. Ross!
I wish to acknowledge receipt of your letter of
December 6, enclosing a copy of your plan for the reorgani-
gation of the public echoocls and to thank you for the same.
I will be glad to have this pamphlet given more careful
attention in connection with any later consideration of the
organization of our system of Indian schools.

Very truly iTs,
%ned) Cate Sells

Commissioner.
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444 Weat Poplar Strest,
Stockton, California.
Dese, 6, 1916.

lir. ©Cato Sels,
Conxissionsr of Indisn Affairs,
Washington, D. C,

Dasar Nr. Sells:

Your good lstter of Decamber Z2nd.,
arrivad this aftsrnoon, I thank you for jyour patient
explapsation that waile writter without full knowledge of
gy olan, has led: far afield from what I hsd and still naye
in rind on the subject of the necsssity of a re-organization
of -our-schools, ifthsy ars aver o bLecome Wirvhy of &
Derocraey.

\ I taks pleasurs in enclosing you & copy
of ths plan,

With best wishes, I remain

Yours truly, ﬁj{
GMCMR-EQO'B ‘:ggaéy?’fzé%f
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DEC -2 1816

Mr. G. McM. Ross,
444 W. Poplar Street,
Stockton, Cal. L.

Ji

My dear Hr. Ross: i B

Your letter to the First Assistant Secretary
hag been referred to me and I have read with interest
the correspondence which you have tranemitted regarding
educational questions, but more particularly the methods
in vogue at the Carliele Indian School.

Of course there may be defects in the Indian
school system in common with the white school systems
of the United States. Possibly these are as fundamental
as you seem t0 imply and of course it will be necessary
for any remedy to be definite and clear in order that
they may be improved. However, under the present Indian
school plan as exemplified at Carlisle, the Indian Bursau
believes it ie conferring an opportunity upon those
students who attend and this opportunity it gives to the
extent of providing instruction, lodging, subsistence,
clothing, books, transportation and incidentals. The In-

dian problem differs from that of the white as you will



realize and therefore the Indian school endeavors to
give something of home conditions to young people who
do not have these elsewhere.

In return for these benefits certain work is
required of the students and for.such work they are not
pald; the injustice of this plan is not apparent. In
this connection I think it ghculd be said that the real
benefit to the Indians does not rest in the giving of
money or any other thing, but in teaching them to rely

on thelr own efforts and furniehing them the necessary
knowledge with which to accomplish this. It therefore
sgems no more than just that they should earn the train-
ing afforded by comtributing in part thereto through
their own labor., It is not intended that they should do
80 much work that it mey be & burden or interfere with
the pursuit of their studies and a reasonable time for
recreation.

As to the value of the labor of each individual
pupil, it would be diffiocult to attempt to place a value
thereon, though were they rightly entitled to this they
oould, of course, be paid & wage for hours of work per-

formed, but at the same time it would be proper to charge



for room, board and educational advantages which if placed
at anything like a fair value would place the balance on
the side of the institution., There is another phase of
the matter, however, and that is that the time devoted to
work is in reality an essential part of their instruction,
and vocational instruction could not be given without the
performance of a large part of ths work to shich you refer.

Furthermore, the students in the schools are
given an opportunity to earn money. Very often during
vacation season they receive wages which are paid to each
astudent 4f they remain at the achool and perform labor
or else, as at Carlisle, they are permitted to go under
the Outing System both for the wagss they may earn and
for the experiencse which they gain, BMoney thua earned
by students is not used under any circumstances to support
the aschool,

I have not seen your educational plan, Burther
than is indicated in copies of your letters to Dr, Dabney
and Mr, Prosser, which impress me as being more oritical
than constructive., HOwever, without ianviting controversy,
I must insiet frankly that there is no exploitation of

students at Carlisle, in the stigmatizing sense that you



geem to use the term, nor can I =2dmit that there prevails
at this or any other Government Indian School any &Gnmoral
or othsr than humanizing principle towards the pupils or
their parents. Carlisle is & great school, creditabls
alike to the Government and the Indians., It has fitted
hundreds of boys and girls to become suocessful competitors
with white workers, Many of its young men graduatss are
skilled mechanics receiving the same pay and opportunity
as their white associates, The labor atudents perform
there without pecuniary return is worthily and honorably

a partial payment on their education and a lesson in selfi-
support and democratic independencs. The Government
liberally contributes many times thelr earnings but wisely
enables them to learn the lesson of self-help, without
which no race can long eurvive,

I thoroughly believe in the union of culture and
labor, the partnership of head and hands. The mind, the
goil, the work-shop should coalssce.. Democracy can have
no better basis. In this view of sduoation.l am content
#ith the society of Lincoln and Emerson and such later
thinksrs as Harvard's Dr, Eliot, and shall do =211 in my

power to give the Indian youth this outlook into the future.



I cannot agree with your views on the Cary
aywtem. Its resulte among both pupils and parents, in
the midst of a score of different nationalitiss that furnish
actual "melting pot" conditions, are not proved unsuccess-
ful or undemocratic. Some revision may follow, but revision
does not spell failure so much as it foretells progress.
I am free to admit that the course of study now followed
in the Indian Schools accords with some featurea of the
Gary plan., Thie co urse, tentatively introduced within the
past year, provides for a full half-day of praotice and
productive work above the third grade in connection with
academic studiees., & periocd of thres years is given to
prevocational work, regarded as the finding stage of the
pupils when they are aided by instruotors in determining
their capacities and the vocations to which they are beat
suited. Following thie are four years of training in the
larger schools, like Carliele, in which the academic courase
is completed and the student is trained for scme apecific
vocation of his choice. Although some changes may be
desirable later, I aw thus far much pleased with the results.

Very truly yours,

(Blgpat) Chle ei

13~AlB=] esioner,



ALEXANDER T.VOGELSANG
FIRST ASSISTANT SECRETARY

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
OFFICE OF FIRST ASSISTANT SECRETARY

WASHINGTON

November 17, 1916.
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My dear Mr. Ross: T“}T i :

Secretary Vogelsang has received with its inclosures your
letter of November 10 relating to the plan of industrial educa-
tion followed at Carlisle Indian School. He has not yet re-
covered from the illness which has confined him to his house for
the past two months, but has read your comment and directed that
your letters be referred to Commissioner Sells, of the Indian
Office, for consideration of the ideas which you have therein
expressed.

Cordially yours,
(Sioned) Jno. Harvey

Private Secretary.

Copy and papers to Commissiconer Sells.
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444 West Poplar Strest,
Stoekton, California,
Noverbser 10, 1916,

7 uf “THE Iy
& ¥ nmumvm_;rf?fo;?

Nr. Alexander 7. Vogelsang, M
Assistant Sserstary of the Interior, %{ NU¥ ;‘:191§ L&
Washington, D. C. Q4¢E*ﬂ;;;;3;9

ky dear MNr, Vogelsang:

Your leftvexr of the 3rd, just
raceived anl —ith ths letter, there zrrived a set of
the Railroad Guide books issued by vne Geologieal Sur-
vey. I have hurriediy gl=uced through the set with
ths result that I have promised nyself great plsasure
fron & cereful reaains of the full set. Waz=n I have
dome so, I shall take pleasure in advising yon of the
imyg preasion t*:: naks, The Topographical map of ths
Delawars water gsp has not yet arrived,

In the metter of the Education-
al plan or the Carlisls Indian School: in ry letter
of Qctober Eth.,, I wald r=ferenee to the various in-
dustrial dspartments of the school. Every dspart-
pant in the last report that I exarmined, showsd a pro-
£it sarmed by student laior. In your Letter you say
"Thasa monsys are regarded &8 the product ot the olant
itself, rather than the laborsinvolved", It has been
my vary good fortune to have sesn and known pany Indianse.
If you havs not enéoyaa such &n sequaintance, you would
DrOb&UIu be somswihat shoocked could you get the Indian's
view of the above transsction, nartlcularly as ths de-
partrsnt has given them the onnor*unity of maxing an
unfavorable comparison, When the Indisans of tha schools
are allowed to go out on farms, they raczive for thair
own use, the product of their lnbot in ths shape of wages
but the product of their labor producsd from school lands
or Bchool workshops, is aooroorlated by the United States
or &8 fthey will personify the transaction, by their rieh
and powsrful Uncls, The white boys and glrlS who are
80 cruelly exploited in our voeational schools in QOakland,
2pd in Stockton, &nd those 2lone the line to the Etla ntic




Coast ,suffer squally with the Indians; there is no sx-
ception at &ny point, At Gary, thsy havs enphasizad
sxploitation; thsy boast of it _at Cipeinmati;t hey are
not ashamed of it in Massachusetie;in New York, they
sesr to be proud of the laagth af tire that they have
had their v»articular brand of exploitatisn at work

ani so the pitiful story covers thess United Statzs
like an infected blaunkset,

I have not yst lsarmed of ths
escape from the exploiters of any of the ckildren who
in parts of the Weat snd in the South have entered
agricuitural cont=ste and who have suceeeded in doing
worder ful things with corn, withn cotton, and with othsr
thinge that they hava producei, I hope they have been
allowed to enjoy the product of their lsbor in some form
and I hope that the Commissionsr of Indian Affairs can so
arrange matisrs at Carlisle that no Indian, man or woman,
will have occasion to either guestion our morals or to
d=28ign a2 plan for the purnishrent of exploitation,

I ar emclosing copies of two
letter in which ars discusced existing systsmrs of eduncation
and the plan I propore. The first is to C. A. Prosser,
of Nsw York, Sactretary of the Natimnsl Society for ths "Pro-
motion of Industrial Riucation, of this Secretary Rsdficld of
the Depsrtrment of Commerce was Prawiient The sacond letter,
was to Charles Williaw Dabney, Prasiiant of the University of
Cincinnati, I trust that they may be of valus and helpful
in humanizing snd in naking seversl of the bursaus of your
grest department fruly Dsmoeratie.

With best wishes,
Yours trmly,

BN r2s

GMekR-EO'E,
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444 Weat Poplar Strest,
Stockton, Californis,
april 2éth,, 1914,
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Charles William Dabnsy,
Przeidept: University of Cincinnati,
Cineinnati, Ouio,

Dear Sir:

Your latter of the 21st/, with enclosures csmas duly; for these
please accepl ny sincers thanks,

In the fall of 1911, I spent a few hours in Cincinnati, Even
ig that brisf visit, I was very much impresssd with your great city and
its wonderful possibilites.

Your splendid work, mads possible by the spirit of ths eiti-
zens and the liberality of your municipality,is shown in the bullatins you
sent me, Your buildings are bsautifuyl, =nd your loecations, sesmingly
idesl, Nevertueless, I have besen trying to think what sort »f a re-
port & citizen from the planmet Nars, or Keokuk, Ias., would make to his
friends wers he asksd to report upon ths applicetion of Justice in Cin-
einnati, and upcn its Democracy, &3 exemplified in the lives &nd condition:
of its peonle, Could he not truthfully eay of Cineimnati, that Demo-
¢racy in its full, true ssnse, 313 not exist thera? IThst the ideals of
its founders had not, in any sense, bsen raalized? That the bensfits to
be derived frow its nigher educstional insitutuions wers limited to five
per cent of its people, and of these, but & fraction of one per cent were
abls to snjoy the wonderful facilitiss of acquiring knowleigs thst 2 well
trained favulty of kinily disposed men and women, aid=d by every modern
device that seience has sugzsstad, ware resdy and willipg to impart?
Tkat by some magical process, ths great institutions of learning were
surroundsd by a scarcely visible, but imoenatrauls wall, that rost af-
factively shut out ninety-five per cent of the peonle anl sllowed but &
lizited pumber of the initiated to mingls with those on *he outside, and
that thase few were engsged in sscuring specimene for ftheir laboratories
25d pussuws with a 1litble data to be uzsd in gpesculation =o “hat the intsell
gct of thoss on the inside of these institutions might not lzck sxercise?

The huran =pscimens consist of backwari and deficisnt children--tweo
kinds of tuess specimans, acadsmic snd practical. There ar: spscimens of
the e ripplad and deformed: of thes:, there are also two kinds, not classif-
ied as to numbsrs, the poor ani thoses who ars not poor, ZThs first of
thess atre furnisihed applisnces so that they may become activ: and sarn a
iiving, Another sef of spscimsns ars exhibited, but not yst oclassified;
these are mothsrs, who need to be trsined in tne eare of their infants; to
these are 2dded specimsne’Buch as the city department of charitiss and cor-
rection, ths Union Bethel, Associated Charities, Juvanils Court, and by
the Anti-Tuberculosis League, amd eight hospitsls. Ths raterial speeci-
mene range from imonurs food to 2inlterstel cement. _
fof wreeked or wraeking hunanity turnished by coogerating depsrtnents,



Ag a real Democracy must guarantee to sach of ifts sovereign citis
zens the equality of opportunity, voe xeport could fairly conclude
with the statement that rsgsrilese of what th:z psople thought they
were doing or of the forr of governement they hl established, it could
be positibely seserted that it was not a Democracy, as the equality
of opportunity did not azist in Cimeinnati,

I am glad that you have resd my plam and find the "peineiplss
thera in stated corrsct’, I am fully convinced of the sincerity
of your belief in ths #fficiency of your nlans, and I am very much
impressed with your equipment but I fail to see any connscetion betwsen you
your funiamental primciple as applied, and the lives of all the psople
of Cineinnati, or that you mors tham fairly touch ths subjsct. You
say "our method is to educate the peopls in real life, for rsal life."
A splendid method ftruly, swd I fully belisve that you sut your hesart and
sovl in full msasure into the working out of your method. Tus time
comes when acoounts must be settled. "All debts must be naid," 1In tEis-
spirit, use Cineinnati to measurs your method withk , or reverse ths pro-
cess, and messur: Cincinnatii by your method, ani what must be the report?
Or in vwhat way will it differ fror thas rsport of ths man from Mars or
the citizan of EReokuk, Ia,,? 1 agree that you muet have teachars
apd I must tell you that you have tham in sbundancs in Cineinnati; such
teachers as csn trsin your children how to satisfy the.r primary wants
of food, clothing, and shelter, The teachers you ask for, are to be
found in all of the trades that employ mastsr workmen in your city.
Frow primary wants $o rational wants is but a2 ntaural step anl these
too, can be so well caered for in Cinecinnati tnat the coliection of nore
TOrs ln your museum 25 pictursd Ly the man from Mars, and his friend
iﬁ::uiowa, could soom be rsldgsted to the nisvorical section of your

¥ ax seniing you enclossd = copy of a letter written some time agpo
to the Secretary of a National Organization for Vocationsl Tre ining that
I hope may helo you to ses our schools ss they reslly are, and not as
you so fondiy think trey ere, or may bs rmads by ths methods you so
loyally sre working for, The derands of =n outraged Daroeracy nust le
ret, I Trust that you may be ons of those who wil. lesd your _reat cigy
snd State forward to & sane and just systen of education that will 2rply
crovide for a}} 0f the children and thus avert the consejuences that must
coms to an inmdivIiJual, 61Ty, state, or mation, that comsciously, or un-
conseiously, persists in refusing the demands of Justics,

With best wishes,

Yours truly,

(signed) G. Moll. Ross, K.E.
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