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Mr., G. McM, Ross,
444 W, Poplar Street, ?.?i
8tockton, California. i\\'w e
My dear Mr. Ross!
I wish to acknowledge receipt of your letter of
December 6, enclosing a copy of your plan for the reorgani-
gation of the public echoocls and to thank you for the same.
I will be glad to have this pamphlet given more careful
attention in connection with any later consideration of the
organization of our system of Indian schools.

Very truly iTs,
%ned) Cate Sells

Commissioner.
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444 Weat Poplar Strest,
Stockton, California.
Dese, 6, 1916.

lir. ©Cato Sels,
Conxissionsr of Indisn Affairs,
Washington, D. C,

Dasar Nr. Sells:

Your good lstter of Decamber Z2nd.,
arrivad this aftsrnoon, I thank you for jyour patient
explapsation that waile writter without full knowledge of
gy olan, has led: far afield from what I hsd and still naye
in rind on the subject of the necsssity of a re-organization
of -our-schools, ifthsy ars aver o bLecome Wirvhy of &
Derocraey.

\ I taks pleasurs in enclosing you & copy
of ths plan,

With best wishes, I remain

Yours truly, ﬁj{
GMCMR-EQO'B ‘:ggaéy?’fzé%f



A PLAN

For the Reorganization

of the Public Schools- -
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E\r\ga:cm ROSS, M. E. DEC 1 % 19?@
STOCKTON, CALIFORNIA \ 1 2 6 ij U 3 ,-f"
A plan for the reorganization of the public schools, OWM
the school an education for all of our children which will be directly
related to the lives of our people, which will be efficient, economical
and democratic:

—— =

The present public school system is so poorly related to the lives of
our people that over 90 per cent of the pupils entering leave school at
end of the age of compulsory attendance; less than 5 per cent graduate
from our high schools and less than 2 per cent from our universities.
The cost of maintaining high schools and universities bears no just rela-
tion to the number of pupils educated. The total cost of our publie edu-
cational institutions bears no sane or reasonable relation to the results
obtained when measured by the number of men and women educated.

Every feature of our public educational institutions is becoming
more and more aristocratic. To remedy these evils and to fully educate
our people so that they may all be happy, healthful, efficient citizens it
is proposed to divide the school time into two parts; half of the time to
be devoted to intellectual training and half of the time to industrial
training and work. This is to be the rule in all public schools and insti-
tutions, including the kindergartens and universities. To use the pres-
ent schools for intellectual training, the teachers having one set of pupils
in the morning will have another in the afterncon. The industrial
teachers and managers will have the care of and the instruction of two
sets of children each day—one in the morning and the other in the after-
noon so that half of the time during the school life of every boy and girl
will be devoted to intellectual and half to industrial work.

For the intellectual training the only change that would be required
in the present system would be to relate the fraining to the lives of the



children. For industrial training, the basic principle shall be to fully.
ingtruct the children how to satisfy their primary wants and ]mwivcst
and with the least effort to secure for themselves directly from natiral
resources food, clothing and shelter or indirectly by exchanging the prod-
ucts of their labor for the things they require for their physical and intel-

lectual development. To best seeure these ends the school trustees shall
employ business managers and technical scientific experts so that the

health, training and earnings of the children, the pupils, will be properly
safeguarded. It will not be necessary or desirable to provide state or
public workshops for industrial training at once, as there are in every
city privately owned enterprises where children can be profitably em-
ployed while heing educated.  Where such enterprises do not exist as the
natural products of that particular section of the country calls for then
the state can profitably furnish such workshops or factories.

Lt is figured that the output of the children during their school life
when properly guided by competent instructors and the produet wisely
marketed and the children honestly eredited with their earnings that
the net result will be that they will have earned the cost of their instruc-
tion and paid out of their earnings the cost of their maintenance. With
thig system in operation every child can be thoroughly educated, the only
limitation being his ability to receive an education.  For such an eduea-
tion they can select from all the trades, all the professions, all the sciences
and all the arts; with well trained eves and hands, with c¢lean minds in
healthy bodies, from happy homes that they have either built or beauti-
fied they can cheerfully consider and wisely face any problem that may
come to them as a people,

We must face life as we find it and improve conditions when we can.
The objection to child labor is met by the fact that they are now forced
to labor under brutal masters and horrible conditions.  For such condi-
tions we can and must substitute rational ingtruction and wise manage-
ment that will secure the proper and best physical, mental and moral
development of our children so that every hoy and girl in the country
will be equipped to earn an honest living and be so placed that they can
fully enjoy the satisfaction of heing able to gratify every rational want.
Nature hag heen go bountiful with her gifts to man that an intelligent
use of these gifts will -abolish ignorance and poverty from the world.
That a proper system of industrial education will secure to our people
such blessings as I have outlined there can be no doubt.  Organized labor
throughout this country has most emphatically endorsed the demand for
indugtrial education. The ery of millions of parents: “What shall we do
with our children.” can be answered only by such a system.  The failure

of our public schools to keep the children beyond the age of compuls
attelldance emphasizes the demand for a reform of the system. The g
waste of public money by our present educational system is without fu
ther excuse and finally the aristoeratic antics of the few who are educate
at public expense is a disgrace to a democracy.

The remedy while simple cannot fail to be effective. Divide the
school time in two—one-half for intellectual stndies, the other half for
industrial training—the pupils to be eredited with their earnings and
charged with their education, both from the kindergarten to the uni-
versity inclusive.

There is no part of our country where the system cannot be applied
whether mining for gold, hunting for furs or putting up whale oil in the
frozen north, growing grain or intensive agriculture in our temperate
zones or xaising, picking or preserving citrus fruits in our semi-tropical
climates as anything used by humanity will directly or indirectly provide
the means of a complete education for the children of those who produce
such things and whose earnings will neither be destroyed by war nor
ahsorbed by monopoly as an intelligent people will neither indulge in war
nor permit monopoly. With this system in operation, and it ean he
applied without shock to or derangement of any good work that we have
as o people developed and established, in one generation we can hecome
an educated people.
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DEC -2 1816

Mr. G. McM. Ross,
444 W. Poplar Street,
Stockton, Cal. L.

Ji

My dear Hr. Ross: i B

Your letter to the First Assistant Secretary
hag been referred to me and I have read with interest
the correspondence which you have tranemitted regarding
educational questions, but more particularly the methods
in vogue at the Carliele Indian School.

Of course there may be defects in the Indian
school system in common with the white school systems
of the United States. Possibly these are as fundamental
as you seem t0 imply and of course it will be necessary
for any remedy to be definite and clear in order that
they may be improved. However, under the present Indian
school plan as exemplified at Carlisle, the Indian Bursau
believes it ie conferring an opportunity upon those
students who attend and this opportunity it gives to the
extent of providing instruction, lodging, subsistence,
clothing, books, transportation and incidentals. The In-

dian problem differs from that of the white as you will



realize and therefore the Indian school endeavors to
give something of home conditions to young people who
do not have these elsewhere.

In return for these benefits certain work is
required of the students and for.such work they are not
pald; the injustice of this plan is not apparent. In
this connection I think it ghculd be said that the real
benefit to the Indians does not rest in the giving of
money or any other thing, but in teaching them to rely

on thelr own efforts and furniehing them the necessary
knowledge with which to accomplish this. It therefore
sgems no more than just that they should earn the train-
ing afforded by comtributing in part thereto through
their own labor., It is not intended that they should do
80 much work that it mey be & burden or interfere with
the pursuit of their studies and a reasonable time for
recreation.

As to the value of the labor of each individual
pupil, it would be diffiocult to attempt to place a value
thereon, though were they rightly entitled to this they
oould, of course, be paid & wage for hours of work per-

formed, but at the same time it would be proper to charge



for room, board and educational advantages which if placed
at anything like a fair value would place the balance on
the side of the institution., There is another phase of
the matter, however, and that is that the time devoted to
work is in reality an essential part of their instruction,
and vocational instruction could not be given without the
performance of a large part of ths work to shich you refer.

Furthermore, the students in the schools are
given an opportunity to earn money. Very often during
vacation season they receive wages which are paid to each
astudent 4f they remain at the achool and perform labor
or else, as at Carlisle, they are permitted to go under
the Outing System both for the wagss they may earn and
for the experiencse which they gain, BMoney thua earned
by students is not used under any circumstances to support
the aschool,

I have not seen your educational plan, Burther
than is indicated in copies of your letters to Dr, Dabney
and Mr, Prosser, which impress me as being more oritical
than constructive., HOwever, without ianviting controversy,
I must insiet frankly that there is no exploitation of

students at Carlisle, in the stigmatizing sense that you



geem to use the term, nor can I =2dmit that there prevails
at this or any other Government Indian School any &Gnmoral
or othsr than humanizing principle towards the pupils or
their parents. Carlisle is & great school, creditabls
alike to the Government and the Indians., It has fitted
hundreds of boys and girls to become suocessful competitors
with white workers, Many of its young men graduatss are
skilled mechanics receiving the same pay and opportunity
as their white associates, The labor atudents perform
there without pecuniary return is worthily and honorably

a partial payment on their education and a lesson in selfi-
support and democratic independencs. The Government
liberally contributes many times thelr earnings but wisely
enables them to learn the lesson of self-help, without
which no race can long eurvive,

I thoroughly believe in the union of culture and
labor, the partnership of head and hands. The mind, the
goil, the work-shop should coalssce.. Democracy can have
no better basis. In this view of sduoation.l am content
#ith the society of Lincoln and Emerson and such later
thinksrs as Harvard's Dr, Eliot, and shall do =211 in my

power to give the Indian youth this outlook into the future.



I cannot agree with your views on the Cary
aywtem. Its resulte among both pupils and parents, in
the midst of a score of different nationalitiss that furnish
actual "melting pot" conditions, are not proved unsuccess-
ful or undemocratic. Some revision may follow, but revision
does not spell failure so much as it foretells progress.
I am free to admit that the course of study now followed
in the Indian Schools accords with some featurea of the
Gary plan., Thie co urse, tentatively introduced within the
past year, provides for a full half-day of praotice and
productive work above the third grade in connection with
academic studiees., & periocd of thres years is given to
prevocational work, regarded as the finding stage of the
pupils when they are aided by instruotors in determining
their capacities and the vocations to which they are beat
suited. Following thie are four years of training in the
larger schools, like Carliele, in which the academic courase
is completed and the student is trained for scme apecific
vocation of his choice. Although some changes may be
desirable later, I aw thus far much pleased with the results.

Very truly yours,

(Blgpat) Chle ei

13~AlB=] esioner,



ALEXANDER T.VOGELSANG
FIRST ASSISTANT SECRETARY

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
OFFICE OF FIRST ASSISTANT SECRETARY

WASHINGTON

November 17, 1916.
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Stockton, Cal. > N2y, YO WO GiFHELE

2’8 opp, waTLS B 9

My dear Mr. Ross: T“}T i :

Secretary Vogelsang has received with its inclosures your
letter of November 10 relating to the plan of industrial educa-
tion followed at Carlisle Indian School. He has not yet re-
covered from the illness which has confined him to his house for
the past two months, but has read your comment and directed that
your letters be referred to Commissioner Sells, of the Indian
Office, for consideration of the ideas which you have therein
expressed.

Cordially yours,
(Sioned) Jno. Harvey

Private Secretary.

Copy and papers to Commissiconer Sells.

lhy
o
-

o2 ‘“\\\Eﬂ-



g B N0V 181913
i . 119369

t A

444 West Poplar Strest,
Stoekton, California,
Noverbser 10, 1916,

7 uf “THE Iy
& ¥ nmumvm_;rf?fo;?

Nr. Alexander 7. Vogelsang, M
Assistant Sserstary of the Interior, %{ NU¥ ;‘:191§ L&
Washington, D. C. Q4¢E*ﬂ;;;;3;9

ky dear MNr, Vogelsang:

Your leftvexr of the 3rd, just
raceived anl —ith ths letter, there zrrived a set of
the Railroad Guide books issued by vne Geologieal Sur-
vey. I have hurriediy gl=uced through the set with
ths result that I have promised nyself great plsasure
fron & cereful reaains of the full set. Waz=n I have
dome so, I shall take pleasure in advising yon of the
imyg preasion t*:: naks, The Topographical map of ths
Delawars water gsp has not yet arrived,

In the metter of the Education-
al plan or the Carlisls Indian School: in ry letter
of Qctober Eth.,, I wald r=ferenee to the various in-
dustrial dspartments of the school. Every dspart-
pant in the last report that I exarmined, showsd a pro-
£it sarmed by student laior. In your Letter you say
"Thasa monsys are regarded &8 the product ot the olant
itself, rather than the laborsinvolved", It has been
my vary good fortune to have sesn and known pany Indianse.
If you havs not enéoyaa such &n sequaintance, you would
DrOb&UIu be somswihat shoocked could you get the Indian's
view of the above transsction, nartlcularly as ths de-
partrsnt has given them the onnor*unity of maxing an
unfavorable comparison, When the Indisans of tha schools
are allowed to go out on farms, they raczive for thair
own use, the product of their lnbot in ths shape of wages
but the product of their labor producsd from school lands
or Bchool workshops, is aooroorlated by the United States
or &8 fthey will personify the transaction, by their rieh
and powsrful Uncls, The white boys and glrlS who are
80 cruelly exploited in our voeational schools in QOakland,
2pd in Stockton, &nd those 2lone the line to the Etla ntic




Coast ,suffer squally with the Indians; there is no sx-
ception at &ny point, At Gary, thsy havs enphasizad
sxploitation; thsy boast of it _at Cipeinmati;t hey are
not ashamed of it in Massachusetie;in New York, they
sesr to be proud of the laagth af tire that they have
had their v»articular brand of exploitatisn at work

ani so the pitiful story covers thess United Statzs
like an infected blaunkset,

I have not yst lsarmed of ths
escape from the exploiters of any of the ckildren who
in parts of the Weat snd in the South have entered
agricuitural cont=ste and who have suceeeded in doing
worder ful things with corn, withn cotton, and with othsr
thinge that they hava producei, I hope they have been
allowed to enjoy the product of their lsbor in some form
and I hope that the Commissionsr of Indian Affairs can so
arrange matisrs at Carlisle that no Indian, man or woman,
will have occasion to either guestion our morals or to
d=28ign a2 plan for the purnishrent of exploitation,

I ar emclosing copies of two
letter in which ars discusced existing systsmrs of eduncation
and the plan I propore. The first is to C. A. Prosser,
of Nsw York, Sactretary of the Natimnsl Society for ths "Pro-
motion of Industrial Riucation, of this Secretary Rsdficld of
the Depsrtrment of Commerce was Prawiient The sacond letter,
was to Charles Williaw Dabney, Prasiiant of the University of
Cincinnati, I trust that they may be of valus and helpful
in humanizing snd in naking seversl of the bursaus of your
grest department fruly Dsmoeratie.

With best wishes,
Yours trmly,

BN r2s

GMekR-EO'E,
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444 Weat Poplar Strest,
Stockton, Californis,
april 2éth,, 1914,

\q,'l‘” INDIAN ﬂrp" N
& dwomvan
noY 181913
119369

Charles William Dabnsy,
Przeidept: University of Cincinnati,
Cineinnati, Ouio,

Dear Sir:

Your latter of the 21st/, with enclosures csmas duly; for these
please accepl ny sincers thanks,

In the fall of 1911, I spent a few hours in Cincinnati, Even
ig that brisf visit, I was very much impresssd with your great city and
its wonderful possibilites.

Your splendid work, mads possible by the spirit of ths eiti-
zens and the liberality of your municipality,is shown in the bullatins you
sent me, Your buildings are bsautifuyl, =nd your loecations, sesmingly
idesl, Nevertueless, I have besen trying to think what sort »f a re-
port & citizen from the planmet Nars, or Keokuk, Ias., would make to his
friends wers he asksd to report upon ths applicetion of Justice in Cin-
einnati, and upcn its Democracy, &3 exemplified in the lives &nd condition:
of its peonle, Could he not truthfully eay of Cineimnati, that Demo-
¢racy in its full, true ssnse, 313 not exist thera? IThst the ideals of
its founders had not, in any sense, bsen raalized? That the bensfits to
be derived frow its nigher educstional insitutuions wers limited to five
per cent of its people, and of these, but & fraction of one per cent were
abls to snjoy the wonderful facilitiss of acquiring knowleigs thst 2 well
trained favulty of kinily disposed men and women, aid=d by every modern
device that seience has sugzsstad, ware resdy and willipg to impart?
Tkat by some magical process, ths great institutions of learning were
surroundsd by a scarcely visible, but imoenatrauls wall, that rost af-
factively shut out ninety-five per cent of the peonle anl sllowed but &
lizited pumber of the initiated to mingls with those on *he outside, and
that thase few were engsged in sscuring specimene for ftheir laboratories
25d pussuws with a 1litble data to be uzsd in gpesculation =o “hat the intsell
gct of thoss on the inside of these institutions might not lzck sxercise?

The huran =pscimens consist of backwari and deficisnt children--tweo
kinds of tuess specimans, acadsmic snd practical. There ar: spscimens of
the e ripplad and deformed: of thes:, there are also two kinds, not classif-
ied as to numbsrs, the poor ani thoses who ars not poor, ZThs first of
thess atre furnisihed applisnces so that they may become activ: and sarn a
iiving, Another sef of spscimsns ars exhibited, but not yst oclassified;
these are mothsrs, who need to be trsined in tne eare of their infants; to
these are 2dded specimsne’Buch as the city department of charitiss and cor-
rection, ths Union Bethel, Associated Charities, Juvanils Court, and by
the Anti-Tuberculosis League, amd eight hospitsls. Ths raterial speeci-
mene range from imonurs food to 2inlterstel cement. _
fof wreeked or wraeking hunanity turnished by coogerating depsrtnents,



Ag a real Democracy must guarantee to sach of ifts sovereign citis
zens the equality of opportunity, voe xeport could fairly conclude
with the statement that rsgsrilese of what th:z psople thought they
were doing or of the forr of governement they hl established, it could
be positibely seserted that it was not a Democracy, as the equality
of opportunity did not azist in Cimeinnati,

I am glad that you have resd my plam and find the "peineiplss
thera in stated corrsct’, I am fully convinced of the sincerity
of your belief in ths #fficiency of your nlans, and I am very much
impressed with your equipment but I fail to see any connscetion betwsen you
your funiamental primciple as applied, and the lives of all the psople
of Cineinnati, or that you mors tham fairly touch ths subjsct. You
say "our method is to educate the peopls in real life, for rsal life."
A splendid method ftruly, swd I fully belisve that you sut your hesart and
sovl in full msasure into the working out of your method. Tus time
comes when acoounts must be settled. "All debts must be naid," 1In tEis-
spirit, use Cineinnati to measurs your method withk , or reverse ths pro-
cess, and messur: Cincinnatii by your method, ani what must be the report?
Or in vwhat way will it differ fror thas rsport of ths man from Mars or
the citizan of EReokuk, Ia,,? 1 agree that you muet have teachars
apd I must tell you that you have tham in sbundancs in Cineinnati; such
teachers as csn trsin your children how to satisfy the.r primary wants
of food, clothing, and shelter, The teachers you ask for, are to be
found in all of the trades that employ mastsr workmen in your city.
Frow primary wants $o rational wants is but a2 ntaural step anl these
too, can be so well caered for in Cinecinnati tnat the coliection of nore
TOrs ln your museum 25 pictursd Ly the man from Mars, and his friend
iﬁ::uiowa, could soom be rsldgsted to the nisvorical section of your

¥ ax seniing you enclossd = copy of a letter written some time agpo
to the Secretary of a National Organization for Vocationsl Tre ining that
I hope may helo you to ses our schools ss they reslly are, and not as
you so fondiy think trey ere, or may bs rmads by ths methods you so
loyally sre working for, The derands of =n outraged Daroeracy nust le
ret, I Trust that you may be ons of those who wil. lesd your _reat cigy
snd State forward to & sane and just systen of education that will 2rply
crovide for a}} 0f the children and thus avert the consejuences that must
coms to an inmdivIiJual, 61Ty, state, or mation, that comsciously, or un-
conseiously, persists in refusing the demands of Justics,

With best wishes,

Yours truly,

(signed) G. Moll. Ross, K.E.
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Stockton, Californis,
Janvary 19th, 1913,
C. &, Prosser,

Sect., National Bociety for the Promotion of Industrial Education,-

105 Fast 22 Btreet, New York City,
New York,
My decr Mr, Prosser,

Your good letter of the seventh came duly, TFirst let me say that

ot

in the last canpaign that I was not elected to Congress,

I recsived your article "Fhy Federal Aid for TVocationsl Educaiient” »
with the speech of Senater Page advoceting vocational educetion, I am
much impressed with the esrmestness of both, though quite uneble to agree
wi th either,

n page 55 of the Senatorls speech; the comstitutionality of thse
plen afid of your paper is teuched upon by 2 quotation from the friend of
the Elnator vho does not desire to re-open that question-- £ti1ll I think
justice demends that we at least credit the framers of ths Constitution

£h comnon sense and not sttempt to force on them the spproval of eny ;
scheme of -cireumlocution for educational or any other purpeses - Fhen and
how can the Federal govermment geot monmey to-aid the States in 2ny way
but by some form of taxation? Do you not propose Uo sgk them-to tax
us éo that they may be in 2 position to help up by returning for =n
educational purrose part of what they have taken from us by a directy
¢r an inddrect tex?

The Cbineée t611 us thot all debts mst be pald, and govern then—
sslves accordingly. To those of us who, profess to Dbe Christians the
subject is of interest ss it is much more corfortable te pay our debis
while here and not wait until we reach Fell, when they must be paids

The Benztor's quotations from Educsters in favor of-hig-0itE
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it
on page 48 as the educziors who have been aéslesp-these peorle are guite

willing to have their numbers increased vp to the point of destroying
their slumbers, The bill is very liberal to prospective educators, The
bill as stated on page seven, progesds wpon the thesory thet 1s demonstrat-
éd by the-¥orrill Lend Grant College act of 1862, The facts and opiniocns
presented in the speech and the appendix prove beyond a doubt that since
1862 or during the last fifty years we, of these United States, have built
up the worst -and most expensive, inefficient educazicnal system that exists
in any country-in the world,

I feor that -our good friend the Benator hes mede the mistake of
thinking that the inténse desire for a sane system of wcational education
is an approval of his bill; one can fairly derive such an inferences from
his quotations on page 45 from Mesers, Gompers and Miles,

These men 2re simply subscribing to the correctness of e statement
covering an existing condition, in about the sems way that-they would
naturally-epprove of the correstness of seven times seven equalls foriy-
nine,

The same sort of mental confusion is illustrated in the Bensabor!s
treatment of the equality of opportunity, Be seems to regard it as e
thing (page 45) that you can-distribute 2s a gift or es charity, while in
reality it is 2 condition, The senator has very clearly showm in his
gpeech thet the equality of opportunity Hoes not now exist in these United
8tates.

The Benator does not seem to grasp the fact that ae-a people we are
overburdened with taxes and th-t here in California about half of a1l our
taxes zoes directly or indirectly to maintain our in;fficient public
gchool system and that his plsn adds to these growing burdsns, and that
on enalysis, I -regret to say, is without promise of 7relief as it fails
to realize the basic trouble or to make any provision for its relief,

The bagic trouble with our people in educational matters, is that
our schcol system makes no provision to setiefy primary wentsj the new

> - o : S -
~arn bape snd the 1.7 per cent of our puplls entolled in our higher



institutdons of learning, require for their eximgtence, food, ¢clotiing, énd
shelter and until these wante are auppliéd, it is wanton cruelty to sven
hint at sthics music, or art, or any of the things that are denied by our
gducational system to 88,29 per cent of our children,

Arong all of the men quoted by S8enetor Page there is but one mbo
seems to have grasped the enormity of our offense to our people, 0On page
41, Professor Carver of Harverd saye:

*In the present conservation movement, it is highly important that’
we realize two things; Fifat, that our most valuable resources are our
people; end second, that we are wasting people more than we are wasting
anything else,"®

Now what ie proposed to stop this waste, a per cepita tax of 15
cents., I would not be surprised if some of the great educators who are so
proud of the results secured from the operation of the Morrill Lend Grant
College Act of 1862,.wou1d consent to raise this per cepita tax to thirty
cents, Job could sursly say to us fﬁo doubt but ye are the psople, emd
wisdom shall die .with you," _

What our people, our children demend 1s Jjustice, not charity. Such
justice that will enable them to make proper use of the gifts that the
Creztor has given us, and not the justice of the day,

"ind 211 the gky is dark with wingse
That bear to feasts of infamy
And Shame of unconjectured things

The vampire brood of Luxury,

Lo! Power, with encrimsoned hands,
The blood draught of his shamble sips;
And Justice at her altar sBands
And gtemmers with polluted lips."
Justice demands f?ft sven the United States Senators shall obey the Con-

stitution 2nd keep in this respect their solemn oath,
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To resmedy this wanton waste of the lives, of liberty, and the meost sacr
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honor of our people, we ere in duty bound to use fully and without msntal
or physical reservation, every resource that we possess "tofhe uttermost
farthing," If we fail in this, we invite destruction,

"rough it may teke the language of prayer, it is blasphemy that
attributes to the inscrutable decrees of Providence the suffering and
brutishness that coms of poverty; that turns with folded hands to the
Al1-Fetker and lays on Bim the respongibility for the want and crime of
our 'greateities, We degrade fhe Everlasting, We slander the Just-One,

A merciful men would have better ordered the world; a Jjust men would crush
7ith Hie foot such an ulcerous ant-hill! It is not the Almighty, but we
who are responsible for the vice and misery that fester amid cur civilize- :
tion."

¥e profess 2 willingness %o do sverything for the peopls. Tolstol
appreciated our willingess to do so while exposing our hypocrisy when
he said thet we were willing to do everything for the people sxzcept get
off their backs. We are and have been exploiters of 1little children; we
gtarve and ohéat them, and deny them the bounty thet a good Ged greated
for the use of ell of the children of men demending of ue that we sinply
establish and meintain forever as a rule of life, "the equality of oppor-
tunity.? We have not done so, we do not recognize any such rule of life,
"The Creator showere upon us his gifts, more then enough for allj but
like swine scrambling for food, we tread them in the mire-- tread them
in the mire while we %tear and rend each other,"

The Btates ars able to care for the educztion of their children,
They only need-the kindly direction of a few of the food citizens who
fully realize the errors of the past end who cannot be further deluded
aith a system that has been so cruel, so inefficlent, and so hopeless,

The plan +that I offer you is so simple, and easy of application and
so sure and prompt in its results, tiat when honestly tried it cannot

f241,. It carn be put in opsration in an# part of our country; in the



smallest village or the largest cityjy we have millions of men znd women
who are willing and competent to act as the Ffiret veco'iional toschers;
any successful farmer, mechanic, or dress-maker is quite capable of
starting and directing the work teaching how to provide food, sheltsr,
and clothing. When these thinge have been secured, the demand for the
best of 211 the good things that labor properly directed can produce,
will promptly meke itself manifeet, Any successful, honest storekesper-
or trader cen care for the marketing of all that the children produce,

Th
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¢ iz no meed or excuse for delay or for wailting for specially treined
tecchers or sducators who, afffer fifiy years of effort in these United
S8teztes ave conspicuous by thesir sbsénce in our public schools,

That the principle of the plan I offer is corrset, I submit the
following statemeny from a mining school that was orgenized to meet the
bad conditions thet can be found in every industry in the Tnited States,

"It is with he2rty good will and sincere appreciation for the ser-
vico-you wendered s in conceiwing, and what is more jmportent still, =
neking the conception an actuality, in the Comstock School of Mining &
Uetallurgy now known as the Wrginis City Bchool of Wines; thot we send
you this testimonial of estesm,

You desired to give the common miner a chance to improve his con-
dition end surround him with an enviornment that would encourage end nelp
him to begome an assayeE, surveyor or manager of a mining company,

A men of less energy and resourcefulness than ycuraelf, would have
been daunted by the obstacles thrown in his path, ‘

It was a new ides in America; this invitation tc the"ground-hog"

40 1ift up his eyes and see the acorns on the tree of Xncwledge; to reach
thes lower branches if he would and eteive for the topmost branchee if ke
could; and its practicability wes derided by some, and doubted by meny.
Its feasibility is no longer a matter of doubt, and ite former

students are holdiing important positions from Alaske to Central Americe,™



I mey edd that I haye failed e find an educator betwesn the A=
1ant13_nnﬂ the Pacific Oceans who as & echool official, would endorss
the plen, I state this fast to show the utter hopslessness of attempi-
ingto reform cur school ayefem through the existing echool organﬁzaéicn.

Your orgenizetion hae influence and powsr encugh to iry out the
plan in anyone of a dozem places or in & dozen places al onge. I will
be zlad o 8fd you in any way that I can, .

Tith best wishes,

Yours druly,

WP e
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