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CAUTION!

Positively no papers to be
added to or taken from this
file, except by an employee of
the Mails and Files Division.

By order of

E. B. MERITT,

—titd Asst, Commissioners
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Mr. Joseph A. Shooter, e =diigis
c¢j/o Carlisle Indian School,
Cerlisle, Pa.

My Friend:

The Office has received your letter of Jemmary
21, 1916, ssying thet you have sbout $9000. to your eredit
end would like to have $2500. of it in order to have a
house built for your use after graduation snd when you
are ready to go back to it.

The Office appreciates your desire for Q‘hone
to go back to when you finish school and is willing to help
you in any ressonsble way, but it is thought that it
will be much better for you in every way if you will put
off building 2 house until you sre sctuslly ready to
oceupy it. In the first place you have & neat bank

sccount of $9000. on interest, and you esre under little
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or no expense for support and education while at Car-
lisle. The Government is providing everything ne-
cessary and all these things are to your advantage.
The very fact that you sre in school at present is a
good resson why you should not undertake to dbuild a

2" house or heve one built for you. You could not use it

now becsuse you sre in school snd it would have to be
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rented to protect your investment. Furthermore, you
could not very well ettend to its construetion at this
time. You would not even have the privilege of locat-
ing the house to your satisfaction.

It is noted with plessure thet you propose to
carry out your plen of meking e men of yourself and
become somebody. This is exastly right. Stey in
school until you have & good educetion and are well
equipped %0 support yourself after you leave school.
When thus outfited you mey then tske up with the 0f-
fice your plan for the erection of 2 home, end every
essistance practiceble will be given.

Your Friend,

P-MPL-1 (SignedE.B.Meritt

Agsistant Commissioner.
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