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MAR 27 1918
Mr. Jerome Sultuska,

Fe
Through Supt., Carliale Schoole e A
fAL
My Friend:

I have looked into the complaint contained
in your letier of February 6, oonoerning the method
of punishment employed by Mr. Denny, Diseiplinarian,
zhen he found you had been using tobaocco in vio-
lation of the rules. You say he cursed you and
called you a negro andi that you reportad the matter
to the Buperintenisnt who took no aoction.

Inquiry has develored that you not only used
tobaegen yoursell contrary to rules, but gave it to
enall boys, When Nr, NDenny found out that you had
suprlied the tobacco he walted for you, took you into
the office and searched you, eaying that there was
"& niggzer in ths “ush and he was going to find him."
This is A common expression meaning that there is
more to the matter tham appeara on the surface, and
1t was evidently not intsnded by Mr. Denny &8s an

: epithet, I% seexa after supper you sent into Mr.
X Denny's office and ap~logized, but were required next

= £ i day te take the punishment provided for use of

¢ A tobagcoco, Yo told the Superintendent that Mr. Denny
did not hurt. you. 4

After oarefully considering the matter it appears
that your whole trouble has grown out of your die~
cbedienzce of the mles of the school, and that you /
not only used the tobzoco yourself, but that you sup~ /
plied it to small boys who were not in the habit of
using it. WMot only your own welfare but ths intereasts
of the schonl as a whole demanied prompt action
on the part of the Disciplinarian, ani I am of
opinion that the measures smployedl by him wers none
o vigorous., I hope you will ase that the trouble
has resulted from your own disobedience and that no



one elge is to blame and that after this lesson
you will have no further trouble of the kind,

T ax sending this letter through the Super-
intendent in order that he may be informed of its
gontents.

Your friend,

(Signed)E. B Meriss

3.89-23 Ageistant Commissioner. iy
Copy to Surt. Carlisle,
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JOHN FRANCIS. Jr.
SUPERINTENDENT

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

UNITED STATES INDIAN SCHOOL

CARLISLE, PA.

March
Fourth,
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Commissioner of Indian Affairs,
Washington, D. C.

Sir:

The receipt is acknowledged of your letter of Feb-
ruary 15, 1918 regarding a letter from Jerome Sul-
tuska in which it is said that Mr. Denny, the Dis-
ciplinarian, when Sultusks was caught using to-
baceo, instead of punishing him in the right way,
cursed him and called him & negro, that this is not
the first time this has happened, that he has hit
boys with his fists and that this has been reported
to me without any effect.

The further statement is made thsat Sultuske says
that he is willing to take his punishment but not
ag it was administered to him in this instance by
Mr. Deﬂny .

I have investizsted this matter as well as I coulde.
As I understand it, there are only two witnesses

to the altercation in question; Mr. Denny and
Jerome. lire Denny is & Diseiplinerisn and has
*charge of the small boys' auarters. He is an
excellent employee. In all the time thst I have
been at the school I hsve never hesrd him use pro-
fane lsanguage and I doubt very much whether he
does. The case resolves itself into believing the
gstory of iir. Denny or the boy.

Jerome Sultuskae will be 18 years o0ld in July. He

is a 3/8 blood Shawnee Indisn and has some lMexican
blood. In Februsry Mr. Denny noticed some tobacco
steins in the snow back of his building. He promptly

investigated and discovered thst some of the small



boys were chewing tobacco. These boys had never
before used tobacco, to his knowledge, and he was
guite sure that they had not purchased it. He,
therefore, pr'oceeded with his investigstion and
traced it to Jerome Sultuska. That evening Jerome
was rather lete in coming back to cuarters tut

Mr. Denny was watching for him end when came in
called for him to come into his office. Jerome
started to run upstairs when Ir. Denny grabbed him,
struck him and took him into his office and searched
him, at the same time announcing that there was a
nigger in the bush about this tobacco business and
he was going to find him. Jerome was chewing to-
bacco and had & large plug on him which Lr. Denny
confiscated and burned in the furnsace. He then
took Jerome to the wash room and made him wash his
mouth out and turned him loose sfter telling him
thet he would have to take the punishment provided
for the use of tobacco the next day. After supper
Jerome came in to see lir. Denny and apologized, his
scheme apparently being to get out of walking punish-
ment . The next day, however, during his play time,
Kre. Sultusks was required to walk punishment for
two hours in his overcoat with & gun for the use of
the tobacco,

I talked to Jerome about the matter and at first he
was very strongly of the opinion that he had been
greatly abused. He was so filled with emotion
that he could not give me =ny definite facts as to
the language u=ed by Mr. Denny; he told me thst he
ecould not repeat it as it was profans langusge.

He mainteined thst Denny eslled him & negro. He
gaid Mr. Denny hit him but thet he wasn't hurt.

He later returned to the office snd surpested thet
if I would not tell Lr. Denny, he would like to let
the metter drop.

Jerome is not & bad boy but simply one who got into
trouble. He was using tobacco snd giving it to
other Indian boys &and lir. Denny rightly took the
tobacco away from him. He is a small lad so that
Mr. Denny easily handled him and it is my opinion
that no unusual force was used 0r necessSary. If
the boy had been abused, he would have come to me
guick enough. An inspection of lr. Denny's dor-
mitory would show no signs of ill trestment of un-
kindness to his boys and Jerome admitted to me that
he wesn't hurt in his mixup with lir. Denny.



The matter should be treated as settled the day
Jerome finished walking his time. I would
rarticularly appreciate it if the 0ffice would ad-
vise the boy in response to his communication

that the guicker he gives up tobscco and obeys the
rules of the school the sooner he will keep out

of trouble. It seems to me that it would be
particularly bad for discipline if the impression
once got about among these boys that they could
appeal to the Commissioner whenever they were pun=-
ished for violstion of the rules.

I assume full responsibility in this case for the
action of lir. Denny which, I feel, was in the
interest of good discipline and in no sense was he
guilty of inflicting unusual punishment.

Sincersly yours,

s

Mm c:\_,_--/". .
Superintendent

JP=-E
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A letter has been recelved from Jerome

My dear Mr. Francis:

Sultuska, who says that on the 6th inst., a boy reported
him for using tobacco, that instesd of punishing him

in the right way Mr. Denny cursed him and called him

a negro; that this is not the first time this has
happened, that he has hit boys with his fists and that
this has been reported to y»su without any effect.

The boy says he is willing to take his
punishment but not as was administered him in this
instance by Mr. Denny.

Please Iinvestigate this complaint and make
such report as may be necessary.

Sincerely yours,

(Sigmed) Cate Sells

Commissioner.

Mr, John Francis,
Supt. Carlisle School.
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