
TESTIMONY OF AUGUST KENSLER.

The witness was duly sworn by the Chairman.

Representative Stephens. How long have you been con­

nected with this school?

Mr. Kensler. For one year and seven months.

Representative Stephens. What is your position here?

Mr. Kensler. Quartermaster.

Representative Stephens. What are your duties here?

Mr. Kensler. To receive and issue supplies and to 

lay out the work in the shops.

Representative Stephens. What shops do you have con­

trol of?



18 Mr. Kensler , The industrial shops — the carpenter

shop, ths blacksmith shop, and all those.

Representative Stephens. You furnish them the supplies

that are needed in those shops?

Mr. Kensler. Yes, sir; and direct what work shall be
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done there.

Representative Stephens • Do you know why it was they

dropped the agricultural work?

Mr. Kensler. No; that was before my time.

Representative Stephens. That is, about three years?

Mr. Kensler. Yes.

Representative Stephens. Do you know why they dropped

the telegraphy department?

Mr. Kensler. No; I an not acquainted with that.

Representative Stephens. DO you know why they dropped

the photography department?

Mr. Kensler. No, that is all on the other side, under

the academic department.

Representative Stephens. Do you know why they dropped 

the department of Indian arts and sciences?

Mr. Kensler. I believe they have that yet. I thought

Mrs. Dietz was still working at that. You see, they work 
 

over there in the school building under charge of the prin­

cipal, so of course I don’t know what is going on over there.

Representative Stephens. Do you know what the feeling 
 

is between the different teachers and the superintendent

of the school?

Mr. Kensler. I could honestly say I don’t know any­

thing about that any more than I hear whispered about.



19 Representative Stephens. Do you know what the feeling 

If between the body of the students and the superintendent?

Mr. Kensler. It has been very bad of late.

Representative Stephens. Can you explain to us why 

that has been?

Mr. Kensler. I might be able to. .We unfortunately 

have no disciplinarian. The last one we had was very lax.

He was a very fine gentleman, but he had not the ability to 

control the pupils. Or, in other words, he was rather too 

tired to do it . He could not control them at all. Ano­

ther part of it is, for a long time before this man Fried- 

nan came here Mr. Mercer was here, and he left the boys and 

girls have dances every week, and they came in together and

1205 it had bad results. The morals became very bad — that is the

plain speaking of it. Then he cut that out, about a year 

and a half ago, since Miss Ridenour oame here. They stopped 

the dances. That set them wild right then and there.

Representative Stephens. Who did they blame for that? 

Mr. Kensler. Mr. Friedman.

Representative Stephens. What is the state of feel­

ing at the present time between Mr. Friedman and the body 

of students?

Mr. Kensler. The feeling is not very good as far as

I hear.

Representative Stephens. Do they jeer or make fun of

him?

Mr. Kensler. Not in my presence, but I have heard 

they have done so, but not of my own knowledge.

Representative Stephens. Do you know anything about

the moral condition of the school?



20 Mr. Kensler. Well, it is about as good as it

always been.

Representative Stephens. Do yon know anything of any 

trouble among the female students, any of them being bad 

and sent home in a delicate condition, etc?

Mr. Kensler. I have heard they have been. 

Representative Stephens. About how many have you 

heard?

Mr. Kensler. Of late, not over three, I think, but

1206 there might have boon more. My duties are outside of the 

quarters, and I have nothing to do with ths boys and girls 

except when they come down. I have four boys detailed in 

my place.

Representative Stephens. Have you heard any oomplaint 

about their not getting enough to eat?

Mr. Kensler. The only complaint I have heard is that 

just as soon as the football is over there is a howl that 

there is not enough to eat; but it is only in the bread 

that I have heard it.

Representative Stephens. Is there any reason why 

they should not have bread enough?

Mr. Kensler. They cannot go over the allowance, you 

know.

Representative Stephens. Is it not a fact that we 

give them a lump-sum appropriation? Do you think they are 

not able to supply the students?

Mr. Kensler. Oh, we are able, if the superintendent 

has the authority.

Representative Stephens. Hasn’t he the authority?

Mr. Kensler. No; the Indian Office issues a regular 

provision table, so much allowed for each one hundred rations
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21 Representative Stephens. How much is allowed, then,

by the Ind ian Office?

Mr. Kensler. They have reduced it again. They have 

reduced the flour to 90 pounds for 100 rations, and the beef 

85 pounds to 100. We had a special allowance for a long 

time while general Pratt was there and up to a short time 

ago, but one day they sent in the new school regulations, 

about four months ago, and said that that would take the 

place of all former regulations in regard to food. But ac­

tually we have not got the bread. The baker should  

bake as much bread as they can eat. Today he came to me 

again and figured up -- he used more than the allowance 

last month, and I showed him if I put the amount down which 

is necessary per 100, then we overdraw very nearly 300 

pounds of flour in a month. That flour is not alone for 

bread, but they use a lot in the kitchen for making up

1207 pies and dumplings, etc.
 

Representative Stephens. That is taken away from the 

body of students?

- Mr. Kensler. They eat it in another form.

Representative Stephens. You say you have not funds 

sufficient to furnish bread enough for the students?

Senator Lane. That is an arbitrary arrangement of 

the department?

Mr. Kensler. Yes.

Representative Stephens. Is there not a supplemental 

fund that these boys can be given enough bread out of?

Mr. Kensler. We have to have authority. 

Representative Stephens. You do not have to have

authority to use those football funds?



Mr. Kensler. I never saw hat or heard anything of 

it.

Representative Stephens. You do not think that could

be used for buying bread when it can be used for every other pur­

pose?

Mr. Kensler. I don't know what is going on about the 

football fund. I never saw it, I know. it does not dome 

under the government, I understand.

Representative Carter. You say they allow 90 pounds 

of flour to 100 rations?

Mr. Kensler. Yes.

Representative Carter. How long is a ration supposed 

to last?

Mr. Kensler. The ration is a day’s provision.

Representative Carter. They are allowed 90 pounds of 

flour a day for over 100 students?

Mr. Kensler. Yes, sir.

Representative Carter. That is the maximum?

Mr. Kensler. The maximum of the Indian Office; yes.

Representative Carter. Who makes that allowance?

Mr. Kensler. I guess Mr. Lane,

Representative Carter. What do you think about the 

athletic association and the way it is handled?

Mr. Kensler. Well, My belief is this, that as long 

as it is a government institution it should be handled by 

the government. If I had the doing of it — of course, it 

is only my opinion - It ought to be handled just the same 

as the Army and Navy teams.

\ Representative CARTER. They play on the grounds, and

not outside That does away with all that money business



There are plenty of teams that will gone here and play our

boys. The Army does not go outside, and neither does the

Navy. The only game they do not play on their own grounds

is the game they play together.


