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REFER IN REPLY TO THE FOLLOWING:

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,

PaaERtEon OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,
LB lq{'\ 1967
Tils 154 WASHINGTON. moccndar i9, 190

("T‘”r - C.r..,.

'.l“;tt‘. relief from Cerliisie
School of J. M. Parscns, a
pupil.

Sunt. Tndian School,
Carlisle, Pa.

Sir:

T an informed by J. K. Parsons, & former puril at Carlisle,
that he was relieved from the secheol some time in 1505, but
that you refuse to gend him back to his home in the West,

Please make a prompt report showing whem he wag enrolled
at your school, when he was relieved, =nd fer whet cause, znd
his record as a2 student., Alesc say why he wag net returned heme.

Yery respectfully,

(Signed) F. E. Leupp.

Conmigsioner,

J.H.D.(F)
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MAJOR W. A, MERCER, lith Cavalry JOHN R. WISE T i, /\.:} ‘4( A. KENSLER
Superintendent Assistant Superintendent f T T =i Quartermaster

’ DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR /o a2\
UNITED STATES INDIAN SERVICE F’ B 6
Bubs vt : INDIAN INDUSTRIAL SCHOOL , b | SF S
eport on CARLISLE, PA. Q@@V“‘*‘/ m g
James M.Parsens. Dee. 20, 1907. /" | h" 2]
S
! =

¥
FlLE R_.__./

The Honorable,

The CommisBioner of Indidh Affaire,

Waghington, D, 0.

Bisfs

T am in veseipt of your 1étted (Haneation 98190/07, File 154)
dated thé 10th irstant, in regard to the reliéf of James ¥, Parsens
48 a pupil at this school &nd the 8lldged refusad to sénd Him bBack
$0 his home in the West,

Oemplying with your Pequést for 4 réport oft this case I have
to Stats that this young mih was enfolled as d pupil 4t fariisie
from the NeE Peres Ageney, fduhe, on Octobér 14, 1901, for 5 years;
that He was & member of the Nez Péreé trive, the dged 18 yeure; and-
tHat né deserted rrom the dehool on July 25, 1905 and was discharged;
by readon of Bubn dedertioh and his failure to feturn, on Nov. 25, 1905,

THis young man was dbbve $he averags of intelligence and ability
as & student and was & member of thée senior clase at the time of
his lsaving the #Schedl. During the prévicts winter and spring he
hall been Tavored in that arrangémefits weré redé for him to attend
Dickingen Preparatory School in Carlislé; he Having expressed &
great desire to Obtain a higher edveaticn. Although of good habits™
and, so far as we know, morally above reprosel, he was somewhat vedn
and conceited and aspumed to act a8 a leader among the boys. He.
was giyen to doing things which were, in & limited way, in wielation

/" of the pehool rulesrrthings which, on sccount of his sssumed super~

P



oy

16rity dnd his going to school in town he presumed the right to do and
.whieh K the other bdys could not be permitted teo do. This of course
had &y injurious effect upon the discipline and the disciplinarian
cofiplained frequéently of thé young men's actions, He was also
inelired to criticize his superibrs at times and in fact was what
would commionly be called a disturber.

 Finally, during the summer of 1905, he had some trouble with
¥r, W, @, Thompson, then superintendent of industries; and om July
B5th of that yedr the young man léft thé school without pérmigsion.
He never expréssed & desire to returnh to thé school and méet his
obligdtions arising uhder the ternis of his eénrollment, and for
redsons alréady above set forth, &nd feeling that the young man was
thoroughly capable of taking care of himself and that his experience
outside would be a wholesome cne for him, wé coneluded to discharge
him and did so, as above indicated, on November 11, 1905.

He hé8 nevér made any request of the school to be sent back to
his home in Idaho, nor has he asked, as already stated, 1o be re-
admitted to the school, which would be & dondition precedent to his
being sent home at Govermment expense. He should not be readmitted

to remain. Very respectfully,

pe
» {
s - _.l’ ’

Major iith7Csva1ry,

Superintendent.



BEFER IN AEPLY TO THE FOLLOWING!
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,
WASHINGTON.

Hducation
98190 - 1907
96271 - 1909 Januzry 9. 1908.
'ile 154
Subjeet:
Transportation home

for James i. Parsons,
former pupil at Carlisle.

. M, Parsons 3

P. 0. Stution Hg"

Philadelphria, Pennsylvanisa,
My Friend :

Your letter o the 1ldth ultimo was received, requesting that
you he sllowed transportation to vour home and giving your reascns
for leaving the larlisle ®ndian School befere the expiration of voun
term of enrclment .

T now have a repert concerning vour record at school in which
it is said that you were discharged by reaacn of desertion snd

failure to return; ihat yvov were ahove the average of intel ligence

e

and a»ility nas a student and a member of the senior class at the t1ide

you 1laft the schocl; that you huéd bheen favored in that arrangements
had heen made for vour attendance at TDickinson Pr paratory Schocl ip
Carlisle; that although yvour habits generally were good, you were
somewhat vain and conceited and assumed to act as u leader aniong the
boys; that in a limited way you were given i&v*gluting scme ¢f the
minor rules of the school, and on account of your being ullowed to

attend school in town , you pvpresumed the right tc do things which

the other boys could not be permitted to do; that your ccurse in thil g
i
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L= Parsons.

resrect had an injurious effect and that the disciplinarian frequent-
ly complained of your actions ; that you were inclined to criticize
vour superiors at times ; that, in fact, ycu were what would commucn=
ly be called a disturber ; that in the suiimer of 1905 you hud scme
trouble with ¥r. Thompscn, then Supt. of Industries, and that in Ju-
ly of that year you 1left the school without permission ; that you
never exiressed s degire to return to the school to meet your cblie
cations arisging under the terms of yvour enrclment; that you have nevs.
er gsked to be sent home to Tdsho, or tc be readmitted to the school,
a gondition precedent to veur being sent home at Governmenti expense;
znd that you shounld not e readmitted to remain at the schcool.

‘'z putlined by yoeurself, your reccrd is much the same as that
set out ntove, allowing for the difference in viewpoint; but certain
statements 4in your sccount indicate action on your part ‘since leaving
the school which would not be considered creditable in a man who 1s
entirely responsible; and as a husinegs man I myeelf should not cone
gider trustwerthy a person who through pique had veluntarily given
infor?ation, obtained confidentially =ns it apypears yours was, to
those who would use it to the detriment of his friends .Your youth
and ' inexyerience , and your status as a student and bwqefici%ry
limft 23 vour range of judgment, sc that your conclusions may have been‘
faulty. Tt wag cf ccurse, intended that abuses, if there were any,
should be corrected, but not by such means as, in your conceil, you
used, and you should remember that you are not responsible for the

acts of your superiors. However, T am willing that for the purpose



;- Parsons.

of furnishing vou transrortation to your home the Superiniendent
of the Carlisle Scheol shall readmit you, if he is himself willing
+o do so. You must understend that the granting of your request
does not dndicate approval of your ccnduct, but only & charitable
consideration of your present need.

Very regpectfully,

(Signed) ¥. E. Teupp.
commissigner.,

com&feﬁf



REFER IN REPLY TO THE FOLLOWING?

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,

OFFICE OF INDI
Bducation F AN AFFAIRS,

98190 - 1907 WASHINGTON.
a9271 - 1907
File 154
January 11, 1908,
Subject:

Return home of
James I, Parsons.

Superintendent,

Tndian Tngustrial School,

Carlisle, Pennsylvania.

Sir

Referring again to Office letter of the 19th ultimo and your
answer of the 20th ultimo, concerning James ¥. Parscns, & former
pupil of the Carlisle Schecol, who writes from Philadelphia, Pennsyle
vsnia, you are advised thet T have written him that, if you are will=-
ing to do so, yvou may readmit him as a pupil for the purpcse of send=
ing him to hig heme in Tdszho.

5 3 in your judgment, it seems advisable, ycu might have your

?
Roys' Visiting Agent lcok him up in Philadelphia and arrange for
his return without stopping at the schoocl. From his letter it ap-
pears that he has had employment with the Stephen freene Company,
16th & Arch Stg., and 18 known by the American Baptist Publication
fcciety at Tombard & Juniper Streets., This action is sugpested as
probably in the interests of harmony and desirable on other grounds.
Tlease advise as to what action is taken.

Very respectfully,

(Signed) F. E. Leupp.

mpazred, Commissicner,

P.1.7.
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Station "§"
Philadelphia, Penna.
January 29, 1908.
Hon. F. E. Leupp,
Commissioner of Indian Affairs,
Department of the Interior,
Washington, D. C.
@y Friend:

1 have received your letter of Jamuary &, which, by its
eonstruetion, ealls for more explanation.

While I trusted you implieitly and still believe you were
ginesere in considering my case, you rerely secured queationable re-
ports from those with whom I had previously fallen out in July 1905,
and your letter does not indicate any effort on your part to invés-
tigate the case and act upon the findings.

In my first letter I explained to you the causes leading
up to the final clash with W. G. Thompson, Superintendent of Indus-
tries and Athletie Director, and my subsequent dep=arture from the
Indian School., You seem to ignore theee and you fiay me for glving
out what was eonsidered confidential, However confidential, the =
case with W.G. rhompson is different and no man with any amount of
business sourtesy would have tolerated an undermining afrect wupon
Indian Education which the work and influence ef that man had. Con-
fidentials such as are likely to create evil tendencies should be
exposed without ceremony and some remedy arplied at once. It is al-
ready known what havoe the athlectic scandals at the Indian School
have brought upon the good work. Furthermore, Mr,Thompson, whose
influence dominated the School Administration, refused to affirm

or deny accusations and would not nave me answer for charges of in-

subordination, if there were any, as would be the case ordinarily.

t-—'.
]




F While 1 trusted you implieitly and still believe you were
sincere in considering my case, you rerely secured questionable re-
ports from those with whom I had previously fallen out in July 1905,
and your letter does not indicate any effort on your part to invds-

tigate the case and aet upon the findings.

=
o

R, . In my first letter I explained to you the causes leading

-
-

up to the final elash with W, G. Thompson, Superintendent of Indus-
tries and Athletie Director, and my subsequent dep=rture from the
Indian School. You seem to ignore theee and you fiay me for giving
out what was considered confidential, However confidential, the =
case with W.G. Thompson is different and no man with any amount of
business courtesy would have tolerated an undermining affeet upon
Indian Education whieh the work and influence ef that man had. Con-
fidentials such as are likely to create evil tendeneies should be
exposed without ceremony and some renedy arnlied at once. It is al-
ready known what havoe the athlectic scandals at the Indian School
have brought upon the good work., Furthermore, Mr.Thompson, whose
influence dominated the School Administration, refused to affirm
or deny accusations and would not have me answer for charges of in-
subordination, if there were any, as would be the case ordinarily. ol
L Tewonad Infer from-thetr actions that they fei¥_guii%y 6} the charges
You do not explain how you secured information regarding
my failure to return to the Sehool and, also, refusal to ask for
readmittance. Perhaps it was pure guess work, First, I was not
bound to the Sschool by any signed contraet only, perhars, through

allowange of charitable privileges; but I did not take advantage

<l

g O



Comis=ioner i

of lack of binding contrast. In 1904 I requested Maj. Mercer to
aen4 me home and explained to him my dissatisfaction with some work
in conneetion with the athleties. The request was refused. Later,
in 1905 and after I had left the School, I returned to Carlisle
during the holidays and in a straightforward manner asked Mercer
and Thompson to overlook my indiserdétion and rashness and at the
same time asked them for readmittance--which was refused point
bkank, I was made to understand that I would not expect help.from
the Sehocl, and ordered off the grounds after having stayed there
only one day.

The Report says I was favored with having arrangements
made for my attendance in Dickinson Preparatory School, If any re-
cord exists, it will show that I had much diffieculty in securing
Maj.Mercer's consent and that after I had finally succeeded in per-
suading him to understand that Preparatory Course was more import-
ant to the studious than to the footbail boys whose sole reasons
for attendance there were to remain near the foot ball field and
take up light study as pastime. My behavior at that time eould not
have been questioned for I never stopped at any place in town out-
side of College gfounds and Library. Other students ineurred con-
siderable billﬁ%??town merchants and often frequented pool-rooms
and indulged in prohibitive habits. They weee "given to violating,
in a limited way, some of the minor rules of the Sehool," Prof.
Hutehison, Headmaster, will substantiate v statement.

The Revnort further says I assumed to act as a leader
among the boys. It will be found that I took a leading part in
the literary affairs of the School and did everything possible to

promote the interest in the matter. No instance can be cited where ...



The Report says I was favored with having arrangements
made for my attendance in Diekinson Preparatory School, If any re-
ecord exists, it will show that I had much diffieulty-in securing
Maj.Mercer's consent and that after I had finally succeeded in per-
suading him to understand that Preparatory Course was more import-
ant to the studious than to the football boys whose sole reasons
for attendance there were to remain near the foot ball field and
take up light study as pastime. My behavior at that time ceould not
have been questioned for I never stopped at any place in town out-
side of College gfounds and Library., Other students ineurred con-
siderable bills%;?town merchants and often frequented pool-rooms
and indulged in prohibitive habits. They weee "given to violating,
in a limited way, some of tne minor rules of the School." Prof.
Hutehison, Headmaster, will substantiate iy statement.

The Report further savs I assumed to act as a leader
among the boys. It will be found that I took a leading part in
the literary affairs of the School and did everything possible to
promote the interest in the matter. No instance can be cited where
I tried to influence the students wrongfully,

It is needless to enter into the details of the Reports.
It is natural to suprose that under the c¢ircumstances the Renorts
would be unfavorable to my side. However, I am willing to go be-

fore the board of inquiry if sueh be appointed and have the matter



Commissioner -3“

thrashed out thoroughly. The Schoadl authorities have robbed me of
an oprortunity to aecquire high education and it is only fair that
I should have justice and that my case should not be trifled with.

I did not appeal to you in 1905 for help because I was
aware of Powerful influence that would be used against me at that
time., Lately, however, the press uncovered some of the scandals
in the Sehool athleties and I took the oprortunity to present my
case to you.

Through impatience and 1ndjscfé££bn I 4id wrong and that
I should have staved at Sehool and undergone indignities until I
had avpealed to you and all wrongs righted.

Your charitable off er for a free transportation is all
very niee, but I am afraid I shall go with out it rather than go
back to the Sechool for 1it.

Respectfully,

il _—
’/é?-égﬁrzﬂoﬁ,




REFER IN REPLY TO THE FOLLOWING: - ~

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,

Education OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,
6896 - 1908 :
Tile 154 WASHINGTON.

SUBJRCT::
Peovruary 18, 1908,
Treatment as a
pupil at Carlisle,
and correspondence
gince leaving.

¥r. J. ¥, Parscns,
Rtation S.,

Fhiladelphia, Pa,
_ﬁﬁ Friend :

1 have your letter of the 29th ultimo, containing further explan=
ation of vour trouble at the Carlisle School; =nd for the reascn that
you seem esrnest snd frank in vour statements to me T am willing to
cverlook certain pawﬁages it the tcne of which implies =n agsuup-
tion on your nart that I am accountable tc ycu for having reached
conclisions which ycu are not willing to accept, regarding the mat-
ters which constitute your grievance and your dissatisfaction with‘
the administraticn of the school. :

Vhen I answered your former letter T was under the impression
that I hud been arrealed to to right, as far as I could, a wrong
which you honestly thought you had suffered, but which was not brought
to m& attention until two years had elapsed and §h§ parties whom ycu. -
consider responsible for your difficulties had ieft the Service,

Fut you cavil at my"findings", misunderstand my admoniticn, and,
judged hy your exvressions, would direct my policy as (ommissicner
so as to bring about, in this instance, a decision which you could

accept without humiliation. With the friendliest interest in your



-2= rarsons.
future , which leads me to the belief that your presumptionsz are seem=-
ing only, =snd not inteational, T want tc point out to you & few of
your mistaken notions.

¥or instance : You say, "You merely secured gquestionable re-
ports” ; "Your letter dces not indicate any effort on your part to
investirate the case and act upon the findings" ; "You do not explain
how you secured information regarding uy failure to return to the
school", ete, ; "Pernaps it was mere guess work.” Your letter evi=
dences some ability and power of analysis ; therefore, having called
your attentiocn to the dimpropriaty cf such expressicns in a ccmmunica-
ticn of this sort, T leave it to your common-sense -- and trust that
I am not overrating it -- whether or not your cause =nd your carnest-
ness justify'anch lanpuage or such an assumed right of challenge of
my sincerity. . On yvour conclusions rests my cwn juégment as to whethr
er T was wrong Or right in listening patiently tec your corplaint and
giving it the investigation which secemed to me at the time to he due
you, If yowr actions are really toc harmonize with the high standerd
which you profess to have (and T sm not now questioning either your
pingcerity or vour gtandard) this hint should dtart scme self-guestion-
inz.

You say, "You flay me", etc. .. Caarging you with %geh more self-
conceit than many a rash young man pozsesseés -« a fault which will de-
orease with inereased experience - I coensider you quite on the wrong

track here. I would not have your standards lowered or your S8nze of



-5 Parsons.

right blunted. I do not rebuke your straightforward presentation of
matters as you 5€e them, but the insclent tone which you may or may not
be congelion= of. T would have you cultivate, for your own improvement
and the 'udvanénge which it will give you in affairs of more than
perscnal import, a temperate, courteous consideratiom of both sides
of any difficmlty,and a due appreciation of what confidence means. My
reproof, though applicable alse teo your publication of matters which
you understood to be confidential, was intended primarily as a guide
in your future conduct; for I should regret the omission of any warn-
ing word, when T knew its need, which might steer intc a safer course
any young man who has before him years of usefulness to his people

or years of waste, accerding as he employe his talents and his better
or worse inclinations.

You did not tell me in your former letter that you had returned
to the school and asked for readmission, ackncwledging your "indis=-
creticn and rashness", Therefore I made no particular inquiry on
that point, However, I directed the Superintendent as follows :

If you are willing to do so, you may readmit him as a pupil
for the purpose of sending him to his home in Idsaho.

If, in your judgment, it seems advisable, you might have
your Roys' Visiting Agent look him up in Philadelphia and ar-
range for his return without stopping at the school.

T cite thus from my letter in view of your closing paragraphs
which ere :

Through impatience and indiscretion I did wrong and that I
should have stayed at school and undergone indignities until I
had appealed tc you and all wrongs righted.

Your charitable cffer for a free transportation is all very

nice, but T am afraid I shall go without it rather than go back
to the scheol for it.



-3 Parscns,

Tt should suffice you to ¥now that I have in mind such remedies
as are needful | and that you have had a hearing much fuller than

strict discipline might justify; but I am reluctant to ignore the
any

complaint of aggrieved Indian, young or old, if his asserticns are plain

and give informaticn which may help me to correct or check pernicicus
tendencias, _

Advise me, as soon as you have decided, whether or not you still
wish transportation to your home., Until T hear from you I shall take

no action contrary to that which I have indicated, unless you delay

unreascnably.
Very respectfully,
(Signed) p. g. Leupp.
Commissioner,
P.1,P,
onpc

i-&z’s o~
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UNITED STATHS INDIAN SERVICE, mfﬁ*‘é’ o a i
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Subject: Indian Industrial School, \\\__,QS /

Return to —
Idaho of James Carlisle, Pa., Mareh 16, 1908,

. Parsons.

The Commissioner of Indian Affairs,
Washington, D. C,
817
T am in receipt of your Office letter (Education 98190, 99271=-
1907, and 6896, 17221/1908, File 154), dated the 14th instant
relative to the return of James M. Parsons to his home in Idaho.
Reporting on this matter I have to say that on January 16,

1908, Major Mercer addressed the following letter to this young

marn:

"Mr. James M., Parsons,
c/% Stephen Green Co.,
16th & Areh Sts., Philadelphia.
James:

The Commissioner of Indian Affairs, under date of Jan=-
vary 1llth, has given me authority, in case I see fit to do
80, to give you your transportation from Carlisle to your
home. If you still desire it advise me at once and I will
arrange to have a ticket placed at the Pennsylvania R.R.
Station, Harrisburg, for you. State the railroad point in
Idaho to which you wish to go and advise me the date you
will call at Harrisburg for the ticket, allowing a few days
in which to have the ticket placed there."

A few days later this letter was returned, marked "Party
fnnknown“, and it was then sent to the other address given in your

Q%;gtter of Jan. 11lth, viz: c/b American Baptist Pub. Society, Lombard
{;& Juniper Sts. It has not since been returned to the school.

P
e

The letterbook in this office alsc shows the following letter
written to you by Major W. A, Mercer under date of Januvary 1l6th:



49
Qe 6§i?

"Referring to your letter (Education 98190/1907, File 154),
deted the 11th instant, I have to advise that I have today written
James M., Parsons informing him that if he desires it transportation
from Harrisburg to his home in Idaho will be furnished him.

Very respectfull}y,
W.A MERCER,
Major 1lth Cavalry,
Superintendent,”

"As he will pass through Harrisburg, to place the transportation
there will be a convenience to him and save him the trouble and

expense of cocming to Carlisle."
w.ﬁ.l{.

On the above date, January 16th, the boys' field agent was
on duty here at the school, and it was not thought advisable to
incur the expense of sending him to Philadelphia to lock up
James Parsons. As indicated above, since no letter was received

from the young man, transportation to his home was not furnished

by the school.
Very respectfully,
- ,;:“ .' -..x i .- s U

'Supervisor in Charge.
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