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Dear Sir: 7

> S
Acknowledging rizéipt of your letter of June
i

13th regerding Mr. Isaeac llis I have to say thet I shall

take particular pains to see that this young man gets

your letter and certificate. I do not know just where

this man is just now but will find out in & dsy or two.

He should be particularly please with this letter
end certificate and they should be sn incentive and of

much encouragement. Most of these Michigan boys are

industrious and willing, and I am sure Mr. Wwillis will
"make good".

I shsell do everything in my power to assist

him, a2nd shall keep you advised as to his progress as

instructed in your letter.

f” Yours respectfully,

A P
perln ndent.
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Mr. Isaac Willise,
Through Supt., Mt. Pleasant School. ‘“_@,?-?
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My dear Mr. Willie:

Now that you are of eligible age, I have pleasure in
presenting to you the accowpanying certificate of eduscationsl
competenoy. Hereafter education in the Indian schools will not
be provided for you at the expense of the Government. I feel
that you should now be well prepared to succeed in some honore
able vocation, and I trust you will make no delay in deciding
upon & definite line of work and in giving to it your bvest
efforte and noblest purposesn.

If you hold, or later acquire, unrestricted title to
land, you should htghl; prize such poseession s® one which sup~-
plies nearly all physical needes, and should keeptit free from
debt and try to develop ite wmwost productive value. In so doi
aside from your own gain, you can be very helpful to the amctivi-
tles of the surrounding community. If you have money invested
in Liberty Bonds, I adviee you to hold these bonds, if posaible,
until they mature, and to pay no attention to anyone who would
persuade you to exchange them for other stoocke or securlities,

&8 there ls nothing safer than the Government's promise to pay.
I urge also that you adopt the sound businese principle of regu-
larly eaving some part of your earnings and investing it in war
eavings stamps, while their sale continmes. Out of the great
war in which the Indlans took so noble & part has come to all
the vsluable lesson of thrift and the opportunity to unite with
patriotic duty the eplendid practice of individusl savings that
cannot feil to prepare sll who follow it for independent and
sucecessful living.

Y Through the privileges of education you sre a favored
roprlacntativa of the original American end it should be your
chief resolve to becoms a pattern snd a leader in all that will
bring industrisl, intellectual, and moral sdvancement to your
race. 1t is within your power and ehould be the greateet tri-
umph of your future to aid in guiding your people to all that

is best in our American life snd progross. 1 am going to believe
that thie will be uppermost in your ideale and nmhitton. The
home, the field, the shop, the business office, the !Oaaiion of

, 8ff than th - W
:gggg;’zﬂcgggggfggat‘iigfagtmg:'ths oppogtgn}€5'ae¥°§tna Cgﬂlﬂlﬂ
end high eervice to all who see how well you d0.
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The enclosed certificate is not issued under the
provieion of law asuthorizing a certificate of competency to
Irdiens for the purpose of removing restrictions against the
2ale or tramefer of land held under a patent inm fee, but is
intended as a testimonial that you are educationally qualified
to manage your own affairs and it will be duly comeidered by
the Commissiomer of Indisn Affaire in determining whether you
should have full control of land or other property belomging

1o you.

1 extend my best wishes for your future health and
fuccese, and ehall be glad to have you write me later as to
your plane and proepects. I shall expeat aleo to receive, a
Jear hence, favorable reporis from your School Superintenient
concerning your progrees in self-support.

Sincerely youre,

CATO SBLLS
6-0B-31 Commigssioner.

Copy to Mt. Pleasant.
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Nr. Isasac ¥illis, _
(Through Supt. Mt. Pleasant School). ' "
o O 3
My dear ¥r. Willis: o O

= \\.,L\: y

Since you are now 21 years of age and upon gradus-
tion at Carlisle in 1917 had received the benefits of in-
struction there for several years, you are regarded as fully
qualificed for self-support and the management of your own
affairs. You had a good knowledge of carpentry which is
a Irade that should slways command excellent wages.

I wish to commend your action in entering the Naval
Service at a time when our country had need of the vigor
and patriotism and courage of young men who appreciste the
opportunities and benefits of our democratic form of govern-
ment and are willing to defend its institutions. I expect
great advantages to come through observation and experience
to the many brave lndisn boys who are doing war service.

I am advised that you are not now a land owner,
but should you inherit or otherwise acquire land, I trust
you will give very careful consideration £0 its management
and firmly resolve to hold such real property free from debt
and to make it successfully productive, I shall expect:your
future work and example to be worthy of the imitation of
many ofher young men. This letter may be delayed in reache
ing you, but when received, 1 hope you will write me about
your naval duties and your plans for the future. 1 shall
be glad to hear from you.

8i rel
ncerely yours, ﬂ :) /
P

=1 Be20 Commissioner.

initialing Copy-For Fis,
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Er- R. Ao Cochrln, JUNI;‘; 7919
Supt. Mt. Pleasant School. BT
o B
My dear Nyr. Cochran: N

Referring to the ineclosed copy of my letter of this
date to Hr. Isaac Willis, I shall be pleased to receive from
you one year hence any information you then have, or can cone
veniently obtain, as to the progress of this graduate in the
way of selfesupport and successful oceupation.

I feel that, whenever practicable, we should extend
our personal encouragement to these students who have been
worthily ambitious to complete a full course of industrial
training.

Sincerely yours,

Dafil=20 Commisesioner.

l nitiaﬁng Copy - For File,
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

UNITED STATES INDIAN SCHOOL

CARLISLE, PA.

July 19, 1918

s B8

Hon. Cato Sells,
Commissioner of Indian Affairs,
Washington, D. Ce.
Dear Sir:

Replying to your inquiry regarding Isasac
Will;ﬁ, elass 1917 Carlisle, I have to advise
that Isaac enlisted in the Navy June 6, 1917, and
is now on the U. S. S. Kentucky. He has visited
Carlisle frequently and has always looked well
and has given a good repdrt regarding himself.

Very truly yours,

/i

—_—
Trav. Aud. in Charge
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JUi 17 1918
¥r. Claud V, Peel,
Traveling Auditor ian Charge,
Carl isle School.,

¥y dear ¥r, Feel:

in the liet of graduates of the 1917 claas at
Carlisle the name of lsaac Willis, age 20, was reported
as qualified to receive a certificate of competency upon
becoming 21 years old, =8 provided in the Declaration of
Policy. (Superintendent's letter of Sept. 17, 1017).

Pleace advise me of the present whereabouts and
occupation of this graduate with any iaformation you can
obtain regarding his progress in selfe-support.

Sincerely yauys, -

(Sigmed) Cate Seits

Commissioner,

Te’ =15,

INITIALING COPY - FOR FILE,



JOHN FRANCIS, Jr..
SUPERINTENDENT
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

UNITED STATES INDIAN ScHooOL
CARLISLE, PA.
September 17, 1917.

Commissioner of Indian Affairs ‘
iashington, D. C.

WA

p &

Reference is made  to.your lettexr of ipril, 28, 1917,
in which you direct attention to that parsgraph of the
Declsration of Poliey in the A@ministrstion of Indien
Affairs which refers to Indian students who have com-
pleted the course of instruction in the Government schools,
being declsred competant.

In sccordence with these directions 1 hsve the honor
to report thaet Issac Willis, a full blood Ottawe Indien,
0 years of age, passed his examinetions eand on lay 24, f
1917 was graduated from this school in Carpentry, in ee- « A\
cordence with the tentstive course of study. 0 -

Isaac 1s the son of Tazarus Reuben s2nd Lucy Rena
Scott Willis of Charlevoix, I!fTichigan. His father is &
farmer and both psrents have a fair education. (e Tas
40 acres of lend. S5ince coming to Carlisle he worked in
the tailor shop two- -years, and nesrly three years in the
carpenter shop.

Principel Blair and Director of Ilechanic Arts Brad-
ley repoxrts that Issac Willis is hendicspped by & hazy
understending of things in general. He doesn't love.
knowledge for its own sske but he studies occasionally
and commits meny useful things to memory. He belongs to
the well-mesning cless, who often make decisions without
in the lesst knowing why. He is not & tad boy but is
not the type that one instinectively trusts. He has
gettled much this yesr and has tried to get & long and
deserves much commendation for it. He is a good csr-
penter and should be a2ble to mansge his own affsirs.

Issac is in good health, and spends money freely.
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Superintendent R. A. "ochrsn advises me thet Issac
~has no lsnd , and also has no money.

In view of the facts presented Isamc Willis appesr® to
have no land under the dirscti of the Government, it

would seem that he receive & certificaie of competency.
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June 37, 1917

COMPETANCY STATEMENT

Isaac Willis is handicapped by a hazy under-
standing of things in general. He doesn't love
tnowledge for ite own sake but he studles occcas-
ionally and commits many useful things t¢ memory.
He belongs to the well-meaning class, who often
make decisions without in the least knowing why.
Fe ie not a bad bey but is not the type that one
instinctively truste. He has settled much this year
and has tried to get along and deserves much com-
mendation for it. He came to Carlisle October 10,
1913. He is a good carpenter and should be able to

manage bie own affairs.

== é/'Director of Mechanlo/Arts
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