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CAUTION!

Positively no papers to be
added to or taken from this
file, except by an employee of
the Mails and Files Division.

By order of

E. B. MERITT,

8—d34s Asst. Commissioner.
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Hiss Yary Welch,
{Through Supt. Carlisle Bchool).
My dear Miss Veloh:

I am sending you the enoclosed cortl PTEE :
competency because, with the education you have r!gg;xgg_.
and the talents and Judgment you possess, I bélleve
you are atle from now on to suppert yourself and meanage
your own affaire without the aid of the Government. To
do thie will be in a high sense praiseworihy. Hany
women have done more, Should you prefer to become a
suceessful housekeeper, I feel sure that you will try to
exalt your home with the idesls of rnfinod and beauvtiful
Woianhood.

It may be that you will come into possession
of land or other property, and in that event, I trust
you will be very careful and prudent in loeoking tftor
it. Do not be led into speculation or undertake
somothing which requires you to assumne considerable risk.
If you desire ndvice, feel free to ask 4t from this
Bureau, and your requesat will be girtn curaful congider-
ation.

I give you mp best wishes and would like you
to write me at the end of & year and tell me how your
time has been occupied and what your plans are for the
future. T shall alao ask for reports concerning your
welfare from your school and reservation Duperintende
ente,.

Should you hereafter desire to apply under
applioable lawe for a patent in Tee or for the removal
of any restrictions on land allotted to you, the ine-
closed certificate will show that you are educationally
qualified to make free use of your property, and, in
the avsence of later information or developmentis to the
contrary, will be 8o recognized if submitted to me for
consideration in connection with the action then %o be

deteruined. =
neerely YiSined)
NV Cats Sells

Comnissioner.
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Mr. John Francis, Jre, EE =2 Is1e

Supt. Carlisle School.
My dear Mr. Francis:

As indleated in the inclosed copy of my
letter of this date to one of your graduates, Mary
Welch, I shall be pleased to receive from you a year
Jhence any information you may have or can conveniently
obtain as to the progress of this graduate in the way
of self-support and successful occupation.

Sincerely yours,

Commissioner. B

1-CRP=-21.
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¥r. James E. Henderson,

Supt. Cherokee Indian School.
My dear Mr, Henderson:

I am inclosing copy of a letter of this
date to Mary Welch, a graduate of Carlisle School,
who enrolled thers from your reservation. ,

. Pleage lkeep in touch with the interests of
this graduate and report to me a year hence how she
is getting on and whether successfully occuplied.

Sincerely yours, |

(Signed) Cate Sells

1-CRP=21. - Comuissioner,

[[TIALING COPY - FOR FILE
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MEMORANDT U M.

Mary Welch, of Cherokee, North Carolina, a
three-fourths blood Eastern Cherokee Indian, twenty-six
years old, completed the course in home economics at
carlisle, passed her examinations and was awarded a
diploma of graduation at the close of the school year, 1917.

The reports from the school show that, while
not of a studious disposition, this girl is endowed with
good common sense, initiative, excellent moral character
and has manifested leadership in the Christian activities
of the school. She is said, by the Matron, to be talented
in vocational work, a good seamstress and a good general
housekeeper, kind, courteous, industrious, with the faculty
of winning the love of children. The Superintendent regards
her as the type of Indian clearly within the meaning of
the Declaration of Policy.

The information submitted by those in closest
contact with her work as a gstudent indicates that the
general character, habits, and educational qualifications
of Mary Welch are such as render her reasonably competent
and capable of transacting her own business and caring for
her own 1individual affairs.

7-18=9




Eﬂ-S{GhS.
L5 -
Fee 1

MEMORANDU M L 9 1817

Mary Welch, of Cherokee, North Carolina, a
three-fourths blood Eastern Cherokee Indian, twenty-six
years old, completed the course in home economics at
Carlisle, passed her examinations and was awarded a
diploma of graduation at the close of the school year, 1917.

The reports from the schocl show that, while
not of a studious disposition, this girl is endowed with
good commonm sense, initlative, excellent moral character
and has manifested leadership in the Christian activities
of the schoocl, She ieg said, by the Matron, to be talented
in vocational work, a good seamstress and a good general
housekeeper, kind, courteous, industrious, with the faculty
of wimning the love of children. The Superintendent regards
her as the type of Indian clearly within the meaning of
the Declaration of Policy.

The information submitted by those in closest
contact with her work as a student indicates that the
general charactier, habits, and educationai qualifications
of Mery Welch are such as render her reascnably competent
and capeble of transacting her own business and caring for
her own individusl affairs,

Chief Fducation Division.

Twlt=9
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION REGARDING COMPETENCY
OF MARY WELCH A GRADUATE OF CARLISLE
IND IAN SCHOOL.

( See report dated 5/14/17 )

NAME ; Mary Welch

AGE. 26

SEX: FPemsle

TRIBE: Cherokes

DEGREE OF BLOOD: s

GRADUATED: Tentative Course of Study.
COURSE PURSUED: Home Beconomics

HEALTH: Good

HOW PERSOBNAL FUNDS HANDLED: Careful in spending her money.
BIOGRAPHICAL SKEEICH:

She is the daughter of Jackson
and Lucy Walkingstick Welch who are both dead. Both paremts
were salf-educated. She has no land or property. She has
spent her time at Carlisle in all departments gor girls. Woudd
like to teke & position in Indian Service as seamstress or

housekeeper. Would do well at eit her.
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STATUS OF ALLOTMENT

File No. 1/?397—- 7/ ‘7 Vol. / page -4
s S Bramined JUL 21 1917 by W

Allotted under Act of \\ \

Original trust patent issued under Act of

TR

)
In all cases where the heirs are required to be determined, and in all cases submitting wills for
approval, give below a description of all the lands in the allotment, and the status of it.

SUBEDIVISIONS SEC. T. R. ACRES STATUS
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

UNITED STATES INDIAN SCHOOL

CARLISLE, PA.

May 14, 1917,
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Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 1 qu~ ¢ &
= : =~ N - R
¥ashington, D.C. ) }
1 ®e "3
Sir: & =
N, &
oo m__/r
Reference is made to your letter of 3 W,

April 28, 1917, in which you direct sttention
to that paragraph of the Declaration of Poliey
in the Administration of Indian Affaire which
refers to Indian students over 21 years of age
and who have completed the full course of
ingstruction in the Government schools being
declared competent.

In accordance with these directions I
have the honor to report that Rary Welch & 3/4
blood TIndian from the Eastern Cherokee Reservatioh,
North Carolina, 26 years of age, will be graduated
from Carlisle School, if she passes her examination,
on May 24, 1917.

The superintendent in charge of the
Cherokee Indisn School advised me thet Mary Welch
has no land of her own and no money under the

care of the asgency. He presumes that some day




Commissioner of Indisn Affairs -2=

she will receive her share of the money amd land
now held by the EBastern Band of Cherokees as a
State corporation, He reports, however, at the
present time that a certificate of competency would
be of 1ittle use to her, but it might be of service
to her when the Hastern Cherokees are allotted.

The principal reports that Mary Welch has
been enreclled at Carlisle for seven years. She is
capable of cooking snd sewing and is considered =
good housekeéper. She is not of a2 studious disposition,
but she is endowed with good common sense, has
initiative and is of excellent moral character.

She has leadership, which has manifested itself
in the Christisn activities of the school. She
is also & good manager. The principal considers
her guite capable of looking out for herself, in
which the matron fully concurs. )

I am not aware of the form of sction necessary
to remove the restrictions upon an Indisn of the
Bastern Cherokee Reservation of the status of Miss
Welchs I feel, however, that she is the type of
Indisn elearly within the meaning of the Declaration
of Policy who should have the necessary steps taken,

if practicable, to remove any restricetions whatsoever

upon her persen and property, and I so recommend. The
papers are enclosed. Very truly yours, -

JI:R Superintenden




Mr, Francis:

The following stetement is my opinion of the

5
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capability of this student for self-support: - ”*m,\
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A |
MARY WELCH K Y 161917

18354 s
She hes heen at Carlisle for seven vears. ‘3"'“3—--—.-4*’

—

is cs

5}

able in coocking and sewing, end is considered

a pood housekeeper. She is not of 8 studious dis-

[47]

posi tion, but she is endowed with zood common sense,
has initistive and is of excellent morsl character.
She 'es lesdership, wich hes manifested itself in

the Christian activities of tre school. 1:213 glso
a pood menapger. L coneider her quite ceratle of

looking out for herself,

Very respectfully

(CLydlo . Blain

Princirpel.
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UNITED STATES INDIAN SERVICE

Cherokee Indiam School,
Cherokee,N.Ce.,li8y 4,1917,

r/ ot T,
r "
NERE I 1 T

. " W 4,
John Franecis, Jr., Supt., _ 8 ¢ R R
Carlisle Indian School, j 3 S5
: Carlisle, Pa. WAY 16 1917 ﬁ
‘18:};)5 /
Desr Hir; :

I am in receipt of your recent leltier asking Tor in-
formation regarding lary Welch, an Indian from this reser-

vation who is & member of this years' graduating elass in
your school,

Mary has no land of her own a#nd no money under the
‘eare of this agencys I presume that some day she will
receive her shsre of the money and land now held by the
Bastern Band of Cherokees gs a State corporation. At the
present time & eertificate of competency would be of little
use to Mary but it might be of service lo her when the

Bsstern Cherokees are allotted,

W

I trust thaet you will do whal you can to influence

llary not to rsturn to Cherokee. She has no home and the
relatives to vwhom she might go wéuld be a detriment rather
than a2 help.

| Very respeciifully,

superintendentes

s
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