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&L Bepurtment of the Interior,
cg" INDIAN SCHOOL SERVICE,

Carlisle, Pa., Dec., 19, 1900,
To The Honorable,
The Commissioner of Indian Affairs,
Washington, D. C.
Sir :=-

It is now fully proven and established that the system upon
which the Office is working has finally and successfully blocked the
way to our getting children for this Carlisle school. I have cor-
responded in many directions, have replied to individual applications
and have done what I could to fill up the school to its one thousand
quota. The method has been expensive and the results disappointing.
At no time since the Office established its present method of trans-
fer have any wvoluntary transfers from Agency schools been made to
Carlisle worth speaking of. It has devolved upon ourselves from year
to year to make our own struggle for pupils, as I believe it devolves
upon Haskell and the other non-reservation schools to accomplish the
same end. The process of building up school facilities on every res-
ervation for all the children of the reservation has finally borne
its legitimate fruits., I sent Mr. Standing to the various agencies
in Oklahoma after children. He has repeatedly written me about the
conditions at different places. I think it best that you read care-
fully one of his letters herewith.

I asked your influence with the agent at Pine Ridge, so that we
might work on another line and secure children through one of the em-

ployes there; but the Pine Ridge Agency is now, as 1t has been for



-2~ Comm, of Indian Affairs.

years,a close corporation, and it is plain that no children are to be
permitted to go away, notwithstanding the fact that any quantity of
them are anxious to go. The desires of the children in the premises
are not considered, and the parental consent provision is worked a-
gainst us continually. The enclosed letter from the aggnt to Mr.
Robertson and Mr. Robertson's endorsement explains the situation

iwio.. there. I should be glad to have these letters back for my files.

Thomas BlackBear, the only person in reach whom Mr. Robertson
would trust with his school, is one of my pupils, taken in the rough
and Caflisle made throughout. There never waé and never will be a
teacher turned out by the Pine Ridge schools.

Of the six young men employed in the agent's office at Cheyenne
Agency, five were prepared for such duties by the Carlisle school and
one by Haskell. That agency has had schools since 1871, now 29 years,
Not one of those schools has produced a useful office help, nor so
far as I know a useful help of any kind, and Mr, Standing says the
school people acknowledge that they hever have and never can give
this advanced skill and ability; and yet the situation tells us plain-
ly that it is not the intention of those in charge to let these young
people have any opportunities beyond the tribe.

I await your directions.

Very respectfully,

¢

Major 10th Cavalry, Supt.

Dictated(P)
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,

UNITED STATES INDIAN SERVICE,
Pine Ridge Agency, S. D.
December 3rd, 1900
Mr. W. 1, Robertson,
Teacher No. 15 Day Schools
Porgupine.,

Dear Sir:

__ohb -

I ihciose letter of Major Praﬁt of Carlisle, Pennsylvania

to you, which is self explanatory, I received a Yetter from Commission
er Jones in regard to this Matter;

You have my permission to lend what assistanee yowu can to

further the wishes of Major Pratt, providing it does not in any

way interfere with yvour school duties, ~Should you undertake to-
‘ get up the party and go to Carliéle with themn, you must get some

suitable person to take your place in your schcol work, Your wife

or some other person competent, and who will be acceptable to Mr,

Dew, Superintendent of»Day Schools, You will be granted a thirty
day leave of absence for this ‘work.

Very respectfully,

CAT e 5 PP

JRB-(H) , U.. S, I'Mmdian Agent,
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