To the Hon. Commissioner of Indian Affairs.”

Washington D.C.
Our dear Commissioner:
undersigned Chippewa Indiana belonging to the Case lake.
Leech Lake. Lake «innibigoshish and Chippewa© of the Mississippi
of the state of Minnesota, hereby petition the Kon. commissioner,
that gr. lenjrmin Caswell be suspended and removed from employment
in any y-apg™-ity under, or in the consolidated Chippewa Indian Agency
located at Casa Lake. State of Minnesota, for the reason that his
personal conduct while in such employment, being at the some time
actively engaged in local as well as national politics, having affi-
liated in political activities with the supporters of Congressman Shut,
srefrid, representing the panner Labor polltier! partyi*_in this St; to,
yaXi as with Webster Ballinger, of Washington J\C« and William
BHxnett of Mahnomen, Minnesota, who are avowed enemies of the present
aaninistration of Indian Affaire, and obtaining a purport endorsment
by Indiana who cannot read or write of-the Bill H,H,9343,prssed by
Congress February Iv25, which was not approved by the president of the
United states, without reading or e;-plaining the same to the said
Indims et the time of said act of endorsement, that in doing so Caswell
Jir.s hecome a recti menace to the welfare of said Chip_ewa Indians, and
has become a political menace to the administration of Indian Affairs
as well; And that while he is in such employment, he purports to hold
the office of Chairman of a Council which he has turned into a poli-
tical machine to advance himself in politics antagnostic to the Pre-
sident of the United states and of the Republican party, and antagoni-
stic and damage to the cliippewa Indians who are under the supervision
of the Agency in which he is employed, therefore his removal from the
employment in the Agency imediately will be for the good of the servi
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Mp  ?, —"adsworth,

Supt. Consolidated Chippewa Agency.
Pear Hr. Wadsworth:

Receipt In acknowledged of your letter, of January 7th
submitting an oxrlanation by Mr. Benjamin Caswell <if his
action in solloitlng funds from the Indians for the purpose
of prolonging his stay in V-ashington to handle legislation,
in the -event no were called before the Senate Committee on

the jurisdictional bill.

Els explanation will be accepted with the understand-
ing that ho and all other employees will be advise”that the
Office disapproves of such a practice.

In view of your recommendation that his services be re-
tained, no action will be taken at this time.

Sincerely yours,

(Signed) Cha& H Burke

Commissioner.

mN.ITIALING GGFY FOR FILES.



GPO

5-1142

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

United States Indian Field Service

Cass Lake,Minn.,
January 7,1925.

Commissioner Indian Affairs,
Washington, D.O.

Sir: -

Reference is made to your letter to me dated
mDecember 18,1924 ,relative to Mr.Benjamin Caswell,one of
our Indians.

Upon receipt of your said letter this matter
was taken up by me with Mr.Caswell and | asked him;, to
write what he had to say about it.

Just at the close of our working day yesterday
he handed to me a letter addressed to you and stated that
what he had to say about the matter referred to was sta-
ted In the said letter to you.

His said letter to you is sent to you herewith.

It may be noted that he says that he has not
received any money at all from the source to which refer-
ence iIs made. And | do not have the slightest doubt but
what he is telling the absolute truth in this relation.

In closing you request me to submit my recommen-
dation as to whether Mr.Caswell’s services should be dis-
pensed with. As to this | recommend that his services
be not dispensed with. It would be a real loss to cur
office to not have Mr.Caswell with us. I can not think
of a single Indian who could fill his place as he fills
it.

1 heard senator Harreld tell Mr.Caswell that
they would send foi* him and have him before the Commit-
tee in Washington this winter. This,of course,may not
justify the collection of money to pay expenses,but all
things considered | feel that the explanation made by
Mr.Cassell is sufficient. A strong enough punishment

will be to tell him to not do so any more. 1o remove him

would be an injustice to him and i1t would be a mistake
for several reasons.

Sincerely yours,

»R.Wadsworth,

P.R.W Superintendent.
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

United States Indian Field Service

Cass Lake, Minnesota,
January 6th, 1925.

Hon. Charles H. Burke, ' 1
Commissioner of Indian Affairs,
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr.Commissioner:

I have been apprized thru the proper channel that the
Indian Office hold in disfavor of the letter 1 wrote to Mr.
Quay-koonce, Mahkoonce, Minnesota, on November 28th, 1924.

To the best of my recollection and belief, the letter as quot-
ed in the Tomahawk in the issue of December 11, 1924, is ap-
proximately correct. 1 am sorry | made such a mistake. 1 hon-
estly believed at the time | wrote the letter, | was within
the ligitimate grounds for which | beg leave to explain.

When | wrote this letter to Mr. Quay-koonce, | wrote the
letter as the President of the general council of Chippewa In-
dians of Minnesota, Inc., although it was not so indicated. Mr.
Quay-koonce has been consistently a supporter of this organiza-
tion. It was also understood that no money was to be furnished
me unless | am actually called to Washington, D.C. | was then
laboring under the impression that | would be called to Washing-
ton, because Senatox’ Harreld, Chairman, Senate Committee on In-
dian Affairs, said in my hearing, with the consent of his Sub-
committee, at Cass Lake, Minnesota on August 28, 1924, that I
would be subpoenaed to appear before their full Committee when
the said full Committee hold hearings on the Chippewa juris-
dictional bill. Soon after this statement was made, their Se-
cretary sent for me and took my name and address so that the
Secretary may know where to send me the subpoena.

Knowing that 1 hold a Government position, on that account
I may be allowed only transportation and necessar and actual
expenses instead of a fee and mileage. | also know that our
Indians are vitally interested in other bills (H.R.26,27 and 28)
pending in Congress and that the subpoena | expected to be served
upon me by the Senate Committee may not the other bills. 1
thought it was advisable to prepare for an emergency. This
was the primary reason for the letter.

In about the year of 1917, possibly earlier, we, Indians,
of White Earth Reservation, were made to understand by the
Superintendent of said Reservation that the Indian Office had
given instructions to encourage Indian councils for all Indians
because the councils tend to teach the Indians how to conduct



their business meetings under parliamentary procedure which is
educational for the Indians.

In your address to the Indians at Cass Lake, Minnesota,
August 5, 1921, You stated that the Indians must not expect
you to grant everything they may ask for, because you were
not the law; that you can only make reports, recommendations
and execute the laws of Congress on Indian matters; that if
want anything which you could not grant for want of authority
of law, you advised the Indians to go after their Congressmen;
that you had no objections for any delegate coming down to Wash
ington 1f they paid his expenses.

No money has been furnished me on account of the letter
I wrote to Mr. Quay-koonce and if any received, every cent of
it shall be returned. | have also revoked the letter | wrote

to Mr. Quay-koonce. 1 thank the Indian Office sincerely for
the timely remonstrance it has gifren me.

Very respectfully

Thru

P. R. Wadsworth, Supt.,
Consolidated Chippewa Indian Agency,
Cass Lake, Minnesota.
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Mr. Peter R. 'adsworth,

Supt. Consolidated Chippewa Agency.
Dear Mr. Vadeworth:

Your attention is invited to a lottor as printed in tho
Tomahawk of December 11th addressed by Benjamin Caswell to
uay koonoe in which tho writer suggests that collections be
made among the Indians in order to enable Mr. Caswell to stay
in Vashington to take up matters that will oomo boforo the
Indian Committ es in Congress.

Mr. Caswell’s presence and services .are not needed in
the consideration of the jurisdictional biJi and therefore
ho should be instructed to remain at his post of duty and to
return to the donors all sums of money received or collected
for the purpose outlined by him.

Being an employee of the Government and required to de-
vote his time and energy to his offioial duties, his action
in this matter doos not moet with our approval. Please re-
port what stope ho takes to return this money and also sub-

mit your recommendation as to whether t'r. Caowell’s services

should be dispensed with.
Sincerely yours,

(Signed) Chas. H- Barke

Commissioner.
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Yours truly,
Benjamin Caswell.

Buying Power of the Farmer

The purchasing power of farm commaodities continues to rise. Latest esti-
mates show an average of 4.8 points higher for the first eleven months of this
year than during the corresponding months of 1923, according to a report of
tlie Sears-Roebuck Agricultural Foundation, based on the new index numbers
of farm prices prepared by the United States Department of Agriculture.

Farm prices show a combined value of 134 on November 1, 1924, as com-
pared with 100 in 1913. This combined index number includes 30 farm com-
modities which represent more than 90 per cent of the value of products sold
by farms, the Foundation points out. Using August, 1909, to July, 1914, as 100,
the purchasing power of these products stood at 87 on November 1 of this year.
In 1918 the purchasing power was 106, decreasing to 69 in 1921. In 1922 it rose
to 74 and by 1923 the average stood at 78. During the first eleven months of
this year the purchasing power of farm commodities averaged 82.3 as compared
with 77.5 in the same period a year ago.

Advances in grain, which averages about 22 per cent of the total value
of farm products sold, and in price of meat animals, which averages 27 per
cent, have been the largest factors in the increase of the farmer’s purchasing
power since 1921. The grain farmer received during the early part of this
year prices about 10 per cent above the pre-war five-year average. This had
risen to <0 pei cent increase by’ July. At the same time the general price

level of commodities the farmer has to buy ranges 30 to 80 per cent above the
1913 level.

Chinese hens are laying millions of dozens of eggs to be beaten into Amer-
ican cakes and candies, in spite of the Increased height of the tariff wall.
Enough Chinese eggs are coming into the United States annually to furnlsli
approximately one dozen for every family. But the Chinese hen does not com-
pete with the American hen in supplying the eggs for the breakfast table. Of
the 23,710,000 dozen coming in last year practically all were in the dried or
frozen form, according to the Sears-Roebuck Agricultural Foundation.

The American hen cannot be accused of loafing on the job. In addition to
furnishing all the eggs needed for American use, she produces a huge surplus
for export Last year this surplus amounted to 30,000,000 dozen—6,290,000
dozen more than were Imported. Tlie American exports were largely eggs in
g1he_ shell, which sell at higher prices than the frozen and dried egus from

ina.

In 1914, Just a decade ago, there were 19,000,000 dozen Chinese eggs im-
ported. Ry 1918 the Imports totaled 52,400,000 dozen, and in ItPO the number
had climbed to 71,600,000 dozen. In 1922, the year the tariff went into effect,
only 20,S2i<M)0 dozen were Imported. Last year tlie number was still further
reduced, with only 23,710,000 dozen coming in.

Present prices are not especially attractive to imports. The demand Is
for strictly high quality eggs, the production of which for the home markets
the American hen monopolizes.
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Yours truly,
Benjamin Caswell.

Xmas School Entertainment.

The Faculty and pupils of the
district school have boon very busy
the past month rehearsing and
preparing for the Christmas en-
tertainment to be held at the school
Friday evening, December 19th.

The entertainment will consist
of songs, dialogues, and a playlet
ds of by the pupils. After the enter-
9IVeN  tainment the fruits of a bountiful
on at . " R .
Oren's Christmas tree will be distributed
e dur- to the children by Old Santa in
i'gsoat‘?_ person. The teachers and dupiis

are sparing do effort to make the
ell as entertainment a pleasing one and
il-ﬁs f?)nr no doubt will be rewarded by
'hrist- capacity house.
tuber-
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The purchasing power of farm commodities continues to rise. Latest estl-.
mates show an average of 4.8 points higher for the first eleven months of this
year than during the corresponding months of 1923, according to a report of
the Sears-lioebuck Agricultural Foundation, based on the new index numbers
of farm prices prepared by the United States Department of Agriculture.

Farm prices show a combined value of 134 on November 1, 1924, as com-
pared with 100 in 1913. Tills combined index number includes 30 farm com-
modities which represent more than 90 per cent of the value of products sold
by farms, the Foundation points out. Using August, 1909, to July, 1914, as 100,
the purchasing power of these products stood at 87 on November 1 of this year.
In 1918 the purchasing power was 106, decreasing to 09 in 192.1. In 1922 it rose
to 74 and by 1923 the average stood at 78. During the first eleven months of
this year the purchasing power of farm commodities averaged 82.3 as compared
with 77.5 in the same period a year ago.

Advances in grain, which averages about 22 per cent of the total value
of farm products sold, and in price of meat animals, which averages 27 per
cent, have been the largest factors in the increase of the farmer’s purchasing
power since 1921. The grain farmer received during tlie early part of this
year prices about 10 per cent above the pre-war five-year average. Tills had
risen to 30 per cent increase by July. At the same time the general price
level of commodities the farmer-lias to buy ranges 30 to 80 per cent above the
1913 level.

Chinese hens are laying millions of dozens of eggs to be beaten into Amer-
ican cakes and candies, in spite of the Increased height of the tariff wall.
Enough Chinese eggs are coming into the United States annually to furnish
approximately one dozen for every family. But the Chinese hen does not com-
pete with tlie American hen In supplying the eggs for the breakfast table. Of
the 23,710,000 dozen coming in last year practically all were In the dried or
frozen form, according to the Sears-Roebuck Agricultural Foundation.

The American hen cannot be accused of loafing on the job. In addition to
furnishing all the eggs needed for American use, she produces a huge surplus
for export. Last year this surplus amounted to 30,000,000 dozen—0,290,000
dozen more than were imported. The American exports were largely eggs In
the shell, which sell at higher prices than the frozen and dried eggs from
China.

in 1914, Just a decade ago, there were 19,000,000 dozen Chinese eggs im-
ported. By 1918 the Imports totaled 52,400,000. dozen, and In 1920 the number
had climbed to 71,000,000 dozen. In 1922, the year the tariff went into effect,
only 25,827,000 dozen were Imported. Last year tlie number was still further
reduced, with only 23,710,000 dozen coming In.

Present prices are not especially attractive to Imports. The demand Is
for strictly-Wgh quality eggs, the production of which for the home markets
the American hen monopolizes.
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Form 1700.

Mar.,1919.
UNITED STATES CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION
Fy
WASHINGTON, D. C.
April.. 13, .1923.
.Chief...ClerK,.....cc..ccccovvvvvviinnnncn, -

Office of Indian Affairs,
Department, of....the -Interior
Washington, D. C.

The Commission has the honor to request to be advised of the

cause of separation from the service of Benjamin...Caswell.............. ,

who, it is alleged, was separated dcl ..in...Sap.tamhar.,...1918.,..................

from the position of special agent...........iiiinininninnen, i

Interior Departme nt,..Office of..Indian Affairs..........ccccviieiinennnn,

This Information is desired to determine whether his separa-

tion was without delinquency or misconduct, and whether there was

anything connected with his service which should operate to pre-

vent his examination for reentrance to the service aS....t.bird-class
p.0.s.tmas.tar.”...Cass...Daka.,.. Minnas ota.

UNITED STATES CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION.

FILED BY A-C.



Ed-Emp.
28024-23
HVB

The Civil Service Commission,

Washington, D. C*
Gentlemen;

The Office is in receipt of your letter of April
5, 1923, requesting information concerning the separation
from the Service of Benjamin Caswell, a former employee.

The records of this Office show that on June 30,
1916, Mr. Caswell was transferred to the Department of
Justice in connection with matters relating to the Chippewa
Indians. On July 1, 1922, hw was again employed in the
Ir dlan Service as Chief of Police at the Consolidated.
Chippewa Agency, Cass Lake, Minnesota, in whioh position
he i1s still employed.

Respectfully,

4 CUR 12 Assistant Commissioner



Form 1700.

Mar.,1919.
UMSTED STATES CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D. C.
April..5,...19.23.*
Chief. ClerK., ...

Office of Indian Affairs,
i Department pi...thelnterior,
........................ Washington, B. C.

Sir:
The Commission has the honor to request to be advised of the
cause of separation from the service of...Benjamin..Uaswe.l.1...... ,

who, 1t is alleged, was separated csx...in.S.e.p.temb.er.T..1.918.................
on timber matters and clerk,
from the position of..teacher...... disbursing..agent ...oversee in the

INnterior Department.,....Indian Service ..., perreear e

This information 1is desired to determine whether his separa-
tion was without delinquency or misconduct, and whether there was
anything connected with his service which should operate to pre-

vent his examination TfTor reentrance to the service as...Br.e.S.id.e.n.tial

postmaster x..Cass .Lake s Minnesota.

UNITED STATES CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION.
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Mr. Peter R. V/adsworth,
Supt.., Consolidated Chippewa Indian Agency.
Dear Mr. Wadsworth:

Replying to your letter of July 8th,
you are advised that under an order of the
Secretary of the Interior we are not permitted
to make promotions pending aetion on the Reclas-
sification bill. In view of this | am sorry
that no encouragement can be given you that it
will he possible to Increase the salary of Mr.

Ben Caswell as chief of police.

Sincerely yours,

(Signed) CbhaS'*!1

Commissioner *

*4
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
Cir.1797
Salary list. UNITED STATES INDIAN SERVICE
Consolidated. Chippewa Indian Agency,
Cass iafey Hinn., July 8, 1922.

Commissioner cf Indian Affair™,
Washington, D.C.

Sir:

Please refer to the salary list for this
jurisdiction for the fiscal year 1923 and he advised that
I would he pleased if the Office could grant an increase
in the salary of Position No. 29, Chief of Police, from
840.00 per month to 850.00 per month.

This position is being occupied hy Ben
Caswell and it is my opinion ti at Mr. Caswell is entitled
to a basic salary of 850.00 per month. I am sure that
Hr. Caswell will prove to be a valuable employee and I
will appreciate it very much if your Office will grant
this increase.

Very respectfully,

'Superintendent.



Cass Lake, Minn.,June 15th,1922.

The Commissioner Indian Affairs,
Washington, D.C.

Dear Sir:
o J ) i
I hereby make application for re-instatement in the
service; | have served in the service as follows:- 4
Assistant Teacher---------—--------momommmee - 1895-1896. *
Teacher - 1896-1900.
Principal in Charge 1901-1907.
Supt.ft Spl.Disb, Agent----------------mrmeemeeee- 1908-1912.
1| ~'Overseer on Timber Matters ------------------- 1912-1913.

Clerk (interpreter,Dept.of Justice)---- 1913-1916.
Clerk (interpreter,Exam.,Inheritance) 1916-1918.

I prefer a place at Cass Lake,Minnesota under the new
agency which opens, July 1st, 1922.

Yours truly,



BENJAMIN CASWELL CHARLES A. WAKEFIELD LOUIS R. CASWELL CHARLES E EMERY
PRESIDENT VICE PH ESIDENT TREASURER INTERPRETER

TREATIES

- .

(Cli'punua *ndians 1o 105kt 1

Alini e

nf ”lnlxesnta 1867 16 stat, 719
AGREEMENT

MARGARET CASWELL INCORPORATED

SeneTARyY Cuss Lake,l'inn.,Jane 15th,1922.

Eon. E. ?. Snydor, Chairman,
Coiamittee Indian Affairs , H,

V.ashington, D. C.

Dear Sir:

Ey attention was callee to the photolltographic copy of a
letter filed to your Committee by Jr.\Webster Liallinger,a lawyer,
of Washington, D.C.. he said copy of a letter appears on pages
98 and 99 of “Claims against certain Chippewa Bands, hearing be-
fore the Conuaittee on Indian Affairs, House of Representatives,
31xty-seventh Congress on H.R.6872, January 12 to Feb.2,1922."

I hereby deny absolutely the authorship of that letter;that
I ever subscribed my name to such a letter. |If the Nichols-
Chisolm Lumber- Company did receive, thru whatever channel, such
a letter, which | do not question, the same was prepared or v.as
prepared at the instance of my unfair opponents for the purpose,
which is quite obvious, of using it to discredit me. Ey an-
cestral name nor ray own money can never buy.

I incurred the enemlty of some of Mr. Ballinger Chippewa
clients because | helped the Government attorneys as an inter-
preter in the prosecution of the "hits Earth land fraud cases,
in which some of Er.Ballinger Chlppevza clients were involved.

I have opposed all their propositions which | deemed to be
against the best interests of the tribe. 1 have not opposed them
as a general principle of ...ine, but | have opposed them on their
general principle of conduct on tribal matters. Ur. Ballinger
eeem to know one side only of the Chippewa question among th©
Chippewas themselves. Our chief differences do not begin within
recent date. He is not qualified to speak for the whole Minnesota
Chipoewa tribe v.hen he knov.ns only a fraction of them, or he is
not the proper party to speak for all the Minnesota Chlppevas,
IT by his ova ©lection, he is unwilling to hour the other frac-
tion of the tribo.

It is hereby requested that ,;*r.BallInger furnish your Com-
mittee the original copy of the letter ho filed; that if it
pleases your- Committee, you have this letter placed in your
Committee’s files.

Youre slncerely,
Carbon copy to,- “=
rr/ ©bster Xx llinger,
Senate Co. imittee, Ind... .ffairs,
Commissioner of Indian Afhairs



