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Dictated. / N WASHINGTON, D. C.

R

o February 25, 1203,

Personal.

My dear Mr, President:

We are very deeply interested in having Captain W. A. Mercer,
of the Seventh United States Cavalry, detailed to be Superintendent
of the Indian Sehool, at Carlisle, Pennsylvania, the position made
vacant through the retirement of Colonel Pratt. Captain Mercer is
in every way qualified, and we feel quite certain that his administra-
tion of the Institution will be greatly beneflclal to the Indian
pupils. We earnestly urge that you order the desired detail.

Very truly yours,
g ey
The President, //j m {7
Lrricae

White House,
Citye.
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WHITE HOUSE.

T he within communication is respectfully

referred to the

SECRETARY OF WAR.

% 7 By direction of the President :

WILLIAM LOEB, JR.,
. Secretary.

\
-7

*“Endorsement. %7/3

Adjutant General's Office,

w ashington. THandh 5,1309. J‘b
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TELEGRAM.
1hite ?;E?mmm

shington.  12:25 pum., kq

Senate, February 25, 1903.

The President:

If Colonel Pratt is to be relieved at the Carlisle School, I can think of no
better man to succeed him than Captein W,A.Mercer, 7th Cavalry, who has been
for nine years an Indian Agent of remarkable ability and successful
administration, first at La Pointe, then at the Omaha and Winnebago agency, and
then at Leech Lake, following the outbreak, and now detailed to the Uintah
Reservation. He has had charge of numerous Indian Schools which have been
uniformly successful. Having shown urnusual capacity, I think no mistake could

be made in putting him in charge of this important school. He was appointed to
the Army 23 years ago from New London, Conn.,, and I have kept track of him so
that I think I am qualified to speak on this subject.

Respectfully,

0.H,Platt,
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WHITE HOUSE.

T he within communication is respectfully
referred to lhe

SECRETARY OF WAR.

By direction of the President:

WILLIAM LOEB, JR.,

-Secretary.
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i MAD 10 103
xEoi-ng - the rnanagevinent of Tndian
Schools.

T am aware that it has been thought
wise to assign Ceptain Mercer to the Utah
Agency, but it dces seem as though it were
much easier to find a man suited to fill
that place, than the superintendency of
the Carlisle School.

for the goed of the service, that you will

I sincerely trust

give very sericus thought to the suggest-
It is made with

absclutely no motive whatever, other than
what T believe for the best interests of

the service.

ion herein contained.

T am with great respect and estee

Your obedient servant,

Thoge of Representatines,
Wersbingiom,

i ’ ',.I y

| -

i

March 9, 1903.

The President,
Washington, D. C.

My dear Mr. President,-

Apropes of the
resignation ¢f R. H. Pratt of the farlisle

B et T TP

Indian Schoel, I beg to suggeat the ase.gr-

e — T LS

SRR Rt S —
e ——— s g

ment of Captain Mercer to fill the vacancy

S—

thus ereated,

As you are aware, the farlisle Schecl
is the largest of the Indian Schools, and
under Captain Pratt's successful manage-
ment for many vears has reached a high de-
gree of efficiency. I think it requires
special fitness to maintain its present
standard.

Captain Mercer has had extensive ex-
perience in the Indian service, as vou



Aot H83 70 6R50|
4 7585 o0
CZ]’ L2 T

Washington, D.C. |
Mareh 5,1903.
D.

Rev.G.H.l.Villiers Appleby,D.D.L.L
Areh-deacon of Duluth, Minn.etc.

Letter to the President,recom-

L=
mgnd ing Cantaln

William n.HBPCEr,:
for deatil as Supt. Car-—

of the

1isle Indien School. -
neceived from the War Dept. ;

+ 7th Cavalry. )
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f ~%

WHITE. HOUSE.

Respectfully referred te the
SECRETARY OF WAR

for acknowledgment and consideration.

By direction of the President:

WILLIAM LOHB, Jr.,
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Refer in reply to the following :

gwaltmmi of the Jntevior, 0

Accounts,
38280-1903.. '-;;_; % SJOFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, (/7”%245‘ J
/ “a : l "-_ : - ‘ -

1 enclosure.

W AsHINGTON, June 22, 1903.

The Honorablé,
The Secretary of the Interior.
8ir:

I have the honor to transmit herewith a communication from
William M. Grosvenor, Rector of the Church of the Incarnation,
New York, relative to the appointment of Capt. William A. Mercer
as Superintendent of the Indian School at Carlisle, Pennsylvania,
for such action as may be deemed proper.

Very respectfully, ,7
i
l

(K)
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OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,

v >
£ =~~~  June 22, 1903.
Transmits communication
from William M. Grosvehor, Rec-
tor of the Church of the Incar-
nation, New York, relative to
the appointment of Capt. Wm. A.
Mercer as Superintendent of Car-
lisle School, Pa.
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7
%
e 1 l -
I
A -’ )
s

alo wvison, | JUN 24 1903]

) T
(" L

Till r‘;l‘. 11



I LE Tie |t g~
n\;' o3 It ]

i_/% INTRENT
l%’}u VISION, ‘JUNB-@I.‘JU’

%W Sro2 s e
%%”Wﬂ’? Z 45

el TG
38280 Indian Affairs iﬁ()ﬂ

e




TR, ECEIVED /) /&7455’4 2. v (a8
Al‘ 'IU1N JJ.F\- 7)/?? QLW ?

209 Madison Aberme.

38280 Incl. No. “/’{‘//LM f%m
b//éa/d:rﬁ/@/ At

| Q//Za,. Slice. - Pterear,
j </ cha/ CondeAeyeal /
| ﬂ% /i/ﬂczf‘z‘, %/Z
| Vil riiiaton /57
| (il il vVolont
i Shdeon 11icome G7tcco—

Sftlew. OB /%Mmf§




Zzq

/fzwwﬁf%%%\%
HSSEbiE
REEE RS RERS
WMM%@m@MM%%
LTy da v ¥

R\.\\,.&m\.\m\\\&f\\m&& . K
COLL D2 N for L2 /oleol D Hocir
\Q&v& —r mmiwx Do) ens A e,
\%&N\M&\b@\w Zes faet Ireore ~
BPnEU 2l it gppo L 2k Tew, Pirf
g . Sdee \M&R\.\m\\w \@c?\m@@u
AEN. Greersecarr







Sk, f,é L Besis

s 3 .-uf: : gﬂ/z‘M/ .

L4

'

SPECIAL ORDERS, i WAR DEPARTMENT,
No. 187. W ASHINGTON, June 11, 1904,

Extract.
* » ® n ™ * *

14, By direction of the President, under the provisions of
the act of Congress approved July 13, 1892, Captain Chalmers
@. Hall, 5th Cavalry, is detailed as acting Indian agent at the
Uintah and Ouray Agency, Utah, to take effect July 1, 1904,
vice Captain William A. Mercer, Tth Cavalry, who is hereby
relieved as of that date. On application from the Interior
Depuartment Captain William A. Mercer, Tth Cavalry, is de-
tailed, under the provisions of section 7 of the act of Congress
approved June 23, 1879, for special duty with reference to
Indian education, to take effect July 1, 1904, and will then re-
port to the Secretary of the Interior for duty as superintendent
of the Indian Industrial School at Carlisle, Pennsylvania. The
travel enjoined is necessary for the public service.

15. Brigadier General Richard H. Prati, U. 8. Army, re-
tired, who while serving as 1st lieutenant, 10th Cavalry, was
detailed, under the provisions of section 7 of the act of Con-
gress approved June 23, 1879, for special duty with reference
to Indian education is relieved from the further operation of
paragraph 7, Special Orders, No. 194, August 28, 1879, Head-
quarters of the Army.and from all duty under the Interior
Department, to take effect June 30, 1904.

- x . #* ¥* * * *

BY ORLER OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR:

- ' ADNA R. CHAFFEE,

- = ~ =~ .- Lieuténant General, Chief of Staj.
OFFICIAL: - :

F. C. AINSWORTH,
The Military Secretary.
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INTERIOR

The President:

I have the honor to request that Capt. W. A.

cer, 7th Cavalry, now Acting Indian Agent at the Uintah
Arcel g
jQAgency, Utah, be detached from duty there, and be detailed,
under provisions of Section 7, of the Act approved June
23, 1879, for special duty under this Department, as Super=-
intendent of the Indian Industrial School at Carlisle, Pa.

Captain Mercer has had about eleven years' exper-

ience as Indian Agent, and has had the supervision of, and
been responsible for, the discipline and efficiency of
twenty-two Indian schools, and I know of no one who is bet=

ter equipped for the superintendency of the Carlisle school.

Immediately follcowing your placing Colonel Pratt

upon the retired 1ist of the Army, he tendered his resig-
nation as Superintendent ¢f the Carlisle school, but no
action was taken thereon by me. The time has now arrived
when the good of the Indian service and the proper admine
istration of the laws of Congress, and the rules and regu=-
lations of this Department demand a change in the superin-
tendency at Carlisle.

It is desirable that Captain Mercer be detailed so



-2-

that he can enter upon duty with the beginning of the new

fiscal year, July 1, 1904. To succeed Captain Mercer as
auck Ove, €grussy

Acting Indian Agent at Uintah, Utah, it has been arranged,

after a personal conference with the Secretary of War and

General Chaffee, that Captain C, G, Hall, of the 5th Cavalry,

now on duty at Fort DuChesne, Utah, (which is within the
limits of the Reservation) shall be detailed to this duty.

I respectfully recommend that your approval be
given to the detail of these officers.

Very respectfully,

CA Al oKk,

Secretary.

APPROVED.

Foevotone (Coogectr

\..
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POSTAL TELEGBAPH CABLE COMPANY " °°""‘°*'°"THE COMMERCIAL CABLE COMPANY

CLARENCE H. MACKAY, President, CLARENCE H. MACKAY , President.
1. 0. STEVENS, Sec'y, WM, H. BAKER, V. P, & G. M, ALBERT BECK, Sec'y, GEO. G WARD, V. P. & G. M,

TELEGRAM

The Postal Telegraph-Cable Company transmits and delivers this message subject to the terms and conditions printed on the back of this bla.nk
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FORM 18.

POSTAL TELECRAPH-CABLE COMPANY.
This Company fransmits and delivers the within message subject to the following

TERMS AND CONDITIONS.

T
TR

To guard against mistakes or delays, thesender of amessage should order it REPEATED ; that is, telegraphed
back to the originating oflice for comparison. For this, one-half the regular rate is charged in addition, It
is agreed between the sender of the message written on the face hereof and the Postal Telegraph-Cable
Company, that said Company shall not btﬁabla for mistakes or delays in the transmission or delivery, or for
non-delivery, of any UNREPEATED message, beyond the amountreceived forsendingthesame;nor formistakes
or delays in the transmission or delivery, or for non-delivery, of any REPEATED message beyond fifty tindes
the sum received for sending the same, unless specially insured, nor in any case for delays arisi{:g»f‘ram
unavoidable interruption in the working of its lines, or for errors in cipher or obscure messages, ~And this i
Company is hereby made the agent of the sender, without liability, to ?orwa.rd any message over the lines of

any other Company when necessary to reach its destination.

Correctness in the transmission of messages to any point on the lines of the Company can be 1xsurep by
contract in writing, stafing agreed amount of risk, and payment of premium thereon, at the following rates,
in addition fo the usual charge for repeated messages, viz: one per cent. for any distance not exceeding 1,000
miles, and two per cent. for any greater distance.

No responsibility regarding messages attaches to this Company until the same are grasentcd and accepted
at one of its transmitting offices; andif a message is sent to such office by one of this Company’s messengers,
he acts for that purpose as the agent of the sender. 2

Messages will be delivered free within the established free delivery limits of the terminal office. For
delivery at a greater distance a special charge will be made to cover the cost of such delivery.

This Company will not be liable for damages or statutory penalties in any case where the claim is not
presented in writing within sixty days after the message is filed with the Company for transmission,

This is an UNREPEATED message and is delivered by request of the sender under the conditions named
above. Errorscan be guarded against only by repeating a message back to the sending station for comparison.
No employee of this Company is authorized to vary the foregoing.

:

[ JuL 2 .1904
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INTERICR

. 2

: e _—
WILLIAM H. BAKER, JOHN O. STEVENS, CLARENCE H. MACKAY, S

V. P. and Gen’l Manager. Secretary. Presiden‘t-“_f‘__q;.’;--ﬂ/»

=
-i
b
-1




gwrtmmt of the Interior, .

OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, 7' 4

W ASHINGTON, July 2, 1904.

22 oo

The Hon&rable .5j @ ¥

> ¢a©

.1’4:
crxetary of the Interior,
I

i S\
Sir: .;%

I have the honor to state that Capt. W, A. Mercer re=
ceipted to Major R, H, Pratt for all public property, etc., and
assumed charge of the Carlisle Industrial School, Pa,, on the
first instant,

Very respectfully,

2 = —

o N 2

- / £

Actlng Commissioner.

(B)
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Refer in reply to the following : 3 i / /// /
Education | Bepariment of the Anteviov,._ -

11358-12207-1903,

OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,

U = e et WASHINGTON, June 10, 1904,

The Honorable,
The Secretary of the Interior,

‘sir:
Referring to the resigznation of’&g}. Richard H. Pratt as superin-

tendent of the Indian school at Carlisle, Pennsylvania, tendered on
February 17, 1903, and alsdo %0 the personal conversation with you rela-—
tive to this matter, I have the honor to recommend thst the Honorahle
Secretary of War be requested to recall the detail of Colonel Pratt as
acting superintendent and in charge of the said Indian school at Car-
lisle, Pennsylvania.

I further recommend that the Honorable Secretary of War he request-
ed to detail Capt. William A. Mercer, U. S. A., present acting United
Stated Indian agent at the Uintah & Ouray agency, Utah, for duty as
acting superintendent of the Indian sehool at Carlisle, Pennsylvania,
and that he be allowed the compensation of $1,000 fixed by law for any

military officer acting as such superintendent.
I would further recommend that the detail of Capt, Mercer fake

effect s0 that he may assume charge of the Indisn school at Carlisle,

Pennsylvania, on July 1, 1904,
Yery raspectfully,

Y]
/‘\—7 IH /’}/ /_::;/
commissioner
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OEPT. OF THE | RTICEIVED X

DEC 20 1907

APPOINTMENT
DIVISION,

ZNe\ON OF M) 3
RECElve

DEC 30 157
TO APPT, py,

o

OF T i :
SPECIAL ORDERS, | WAR DEPART O
No. 802. | W ASHINGTON, December 27, 390"‘ g
Extract. i
* * * L * * *

21. Major William A. Mercer, 11th Cavalry, is relieved from
special duty with reference to Indian education and as super-
intendent of the Indian Industrial School at Carlisle, Penn-
sylvania, to take effect not later than February 1, 1908, and
will then proceed to join his regiment. The travel directed is
necessary in the military service.

(1318587, A, G. 0.]

* * * * * * *

BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR:

J. FRANKLIN BELL,
Major General, Chief of Stajff.

Noted for Dept. Registers / 2

OFFICIAL:

HENRY P. McCAIN,
Adjutant General.
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OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY.

CHARGES

FiLe No. “°

S8TATUS OF EMPLOYES
=00=
MAJOR WILLIAM A, MERCER, U.S5.A.
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Fducation December 26, 1907, "
SUBTECT; ) Y

Major w. Mercer's re- v
quest to be relieved from

i 5
duty at Carlisle School. :

The Secretary of War,
Bir:

I have the honor to say that the

_ Cormmissicuer of Indian
Affaire is in receipt of a

letter from Major William A, Mercer,
Vo S. Ao, Acting Superintendent of the Garlisle Indian School,

of date December 10, asking to be relieved from duty at that
school to take effect December 31, 1907, and that he be ordered

to join his regiment when he shall have completed the transfer

of public funds snd properfy for which he is responsible.

In his letter Major Mercer says:

"Though in good physical health, I have, for
several months past

8évere pains in my head, with cons
of brain power, and I fina the daily annoying responsi=
bilities all more than I can stand and am advised by my
physiclan that I should have relief from them, and take
& few months leave of absence, Such a course, followed
by a change bdack to the more out of door n:l.l:l‘ary 1ife,
I am convinced is a necessity, and that relief as above
. Will best suit the conditions."

I am informed by the Comiuioner: that Major Mercer
has been written that as he so urgently reguests
from his present duties you would b; asked te
tail as Acting Superintendent of the Carlisle

to be relievea
revoke his de-

Indian School,



v g T TRty

Schetafy of War
but that owing to the magnitude of the fiduciary responsi-
bilities incident to the control of so large an institution,
and the limited time between now and December 31, it would
be 1nadv:liah1¢ to have him relieved on that date, though it
might be possible to relieve him between the middle and the
last of January; and that if his successor has not been se~-
lected and become qualified the school would temporarily be
placed in charge of either & Supervisor or s Special Agent
so that he might return to his reginent‘ not later than February 1.

As ilnjor Mercer has asked to be relieved of his present
detail, I respectfully recommend that the War Department take
the necessary ateps for its r'wooa.t»ion, to take effect as soon
as his successor can be appointed and become qualified, but in
no event later than February 1, 1908,
Very respectfully, -
a P

J.H.Do (¥)




Pducation December 28, 1907,
1002661907

File 163

SUBJECT ;

Recommendation that the detail
of Major W. A, Mercer as Acting
Supt, of Uarlisle School be
revoked, i

R R R~

The Secretary of War. . >
Sir: _ : . i

Referring to my letter of Decenp 26, recommending the
revecation of the detail of Major W. A. Mercer, U. 8, A.;, as _
Acting Superintendent of the Carlisle Indian School;, I have the
honor to say that'l(agor Mercer informs-me that instead of "being
ordered to join his regiment® he wishes to be ordered to report
to the Secretary of War. _

Ir cdnuiutent with the polisy of your Departmemt, I
respectfully ask that my recommendatien Ye changed to resd an
requested by Major Mercer,

Very respectfully,

”~ e—
' —
- -‘ » ! -’._."
' S L - —-—_{...:-I-?:a—*ﬁ—- - e — ‘“-—-——__,,\

g e — e —
"+ i Y / Secretary. '
7 H.D. (F) : / \

.lf \ i
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S. M. BROSIUS, TELEPHONE, MAIN 1952,

AGENT
Iudian Rights Associatinn,
and Comsellor at Tam, e
McGill Building, 908 G St., N, W., x aﬁ;’“ -‘-‘LR
w INGTON, D. C. - f;"
< March 27,1900, ( »ﬂ*‘%og
Lo ML\H

.onorable Secretary
Of The Interior.
oirs:

We understand there is some probability that Major W,

A.Mercer,U,S.Army, formerly Acting quperintendent Garlisle Indian

AT e

TraInIng School may be again placed in chaxge of that institu-

tion.

We are in possession of charges of a very serious nature
reflecting upon Major Mercer,which,if true,show him to be ab-
solutely unfit for the position named, or any other position in

the Indian Service, These will be specifically stated in event

there is any move looking to Major Mercer's appointment;///,f

Very respectfully, 9 , = \.
o P\R\ ; j‘- D& SENN g

Agent Indian rights Association.
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