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Feb 25th 1885 
 
My dear friend- 
 
 Not having your good company I did not start south.  If I do go it will be towards 
the middle of March.  I fear now I shall not go, and will reserve my absences for a good 
one this summer which shall take me through the Yellowstone Park. 
 I have been having our boys make Mrs Agnew a 
 
set of Harness for that Marsh Tackey, and some other little evidences of their skill in the 
various Depts.  They will go over Friday or Saturday. 
 My health is not at all satisfactory, but as nearly every one is grunting, I think 
maybe I am not exceptional. 
 As the day for changes draws near my concern for a valiant head for the Intr Dept. 
increases.  Mr. Thurman is mentioned most.  It seems to me one of the best augurys of a 
good strong honest admin- 
 
istration of the most complex and opportunity giving Bureau when he is named while I 
hold my breath when some other names are mentioned.  The man who manages the 
Interior Dept. well should know the whole country and its needs not less than the Prest. 
himself.  Thurman is that man.  No other whose name I see in that connexion, is. Mr. 
Thurman belongs to the whole country, and not to Ohio.  Because money and intrigue 
have captured that state in some of its most important national representatives it does not 
necessitate that the nation should also be made to suffer through them.  Judge 
 
Thurmans name will live with the countys History.  While those who have maligned him 
will not long be mentioned.  Mr. Cleveland will show his greatness if he overrides the 
pressure of polluted politics in Ohio and takes the greatest and cleanest man of them all 
into his councils. 
 The farm matter pends.  I go to Washn tomorrow. 
 

Affectionately Yours, 
 

R H. Pratt 
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