William Snake
Date of Death: January 28, 1883

Documents compiled here recording information about the death and burial of William Snake:

1. Card from Student Record Cards Series, NARA, RG 75, Entry 1328, box 3.

2. “Died,” The Morning Star, volume 3, Indian Industrial School, Carlisle, PA, March 1883,
page 2.

3. The Morning Star, volume 3, Indian Industrial School, Carlisle, PA, February 1883, page
2.
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THE MORNING STAR.

EADLE KEATAH TOH.

Inp1ax Trarinmne Scmoorn, Caruisii, Pa., Fes., "83.

Entered in the P. O. i Carlisle as second class matter

Star Dust Swept up at the Barracks.

Drawing teacher with her class of Indian children
intently looking is making angles giving their names,
an obtuse angle is made and the name given— then
the question ‘“What is this angle?”’ Answer—*‘‘Obsti-
nate angle.”

Teacher with figure of a skiff before the class ex-
plains the use of the oars, which is the stern, and
which the bow, and then asks, ‘‘Now children which
side of the boat would yoa sit?”’ Very small girl an-
swers quickly, ‘'The inside.”

Excur«ionist at Carlisle Barracks— Are these child
ren born to speak Lnglish? Answer—‘'No, they each
speak the language of their people till they are taught
to speak English.”

Excursionist—*‘Treacherous I suppose,” Answer—
‘“Yes we find some treachery among them as we do
among all mankind.” Excursionist—¢‘I have always
read that the Indian is very treacherous, and I sup-
posed you would not know what day they would get
angry end scalp you.” Answer—‘‘O those are book
Indians ! Ours are real Indians, and we do npot find
them any more treacherous than our own race. We
often find we have been betrayed, by those of our
own blood, in whom we have placed confidence.”
Renssured Excursionist asked for a cup of tea, and
gitting on a pine bench by the side of a bare oak table,
sipped the beverage while surrounded by a score of
busy Indian maidens,to prove his trustful friendliness.

*‘Hurry! Hurry:!"whispered a boy in a reading class
the other day. FEach member of the class seemed at
once to grasp the cause for haste, and as soon as one
ceagad reading the next was on his fect uttering the
words in a clear full tone that he might not be asked
by his teacher to repeat. The class was dismissed
end they were busy writing the lesson, just as the
Principal entered the room with guests and said to
the teacher ‘You have no class reciting just now?”
Learning that the lesson was being copied, she
pessed on to the next room, when one of the boys
looking archly at the teacher said, ‘‘We were not ob-
liged ta write the lesson on the board for them.”

A large company had a few momnents before left
the room, and as they were passing out another com-
pany were spen entering the grounds—hence the ex-
clamation Hurry! While the pupils are expected to
repeat any lesson which is required of them, any
proof of 2 new thought is pleasant ta the teacher:
and that the class preferred the regular lesson, to dis-
playing their accomplishment to strangers, was ‘en-
couraging.

—_———————

‘The Same 01d Story.

Representatives of the six I_nd?an nations of New

York are inWashington, seeking pay for a claim they
have against the Government. A number of years
ago the New York Indians bought considerable laud
in Wisconsin.  Afterwards the Government wanted
this land, and proposed to give the Indians 1,824,000
acres in what is known as Kansas. A treaty was made
in 1838, by which the transfer of this land was agreed
to. 'The United States also agreed to appropriate
$400,000 to aid the Indians in removing to their
homes and supporting themselves the first year after
their removal, to aid in educating them and acquiring
knowledge of mechanical arts.  The land is situated
directly west of Missouri. The Indians claim that the
Government failed to make the appropriations prom-
ised; that the white man emigrated to the Territory
apd bought the land at from £3. to 5. per acre; that
they were prevented from using it, aud also lost their
lends in Wisconsin, They now ask that the appro-
priation agrecd upon be made to them, ang that they
algo raceive pay for the 1,824,000 acres of land. The
Indians will have a lLearing before the Cominissioner
of Indian Affairs.

A claim has been presented by Red Cloud to the
Indian Bureau for ponies seized from the Indians and

sold by Gen. Crook in 1575. The amount realized,
£18,000, was to have been applied to tke | u:clLase of
cows for the benefit of the Indians, but Red Cloud
asserts this was not done, and a partial wearch of the
Tecord of the Indian Bureau fails to show any return
ever was made of the money. The persons who had
made the sale will be called upon for an explanation if
further search does not reveal = satisfactory account
of the transaction.—Indiun Journal.

- -——

From the **Cheyenne Transporter” we clip the fol-
lowing account of an editorial visit to the Kiowa &
Comanche Agency.

“Col. Hunt bas everything about the Agency in
good working order, and toward civilizing the _In-
dian, is accomplishing gregt success, and is deserving
of no little credit for the good work that he is perfect-
ing. A great many of hi- red citizens have aiready
erected honses and have been taught the art of agricul-
ture and cattle raising extensively and are meeting with
success in both branches. On Sunday morning, while
walking up the south side of the river, we were met by
Rev. J. B Wicks, who was starting ont to hold services
at a Wichita church, a distance of three miles. We
clitnbed intg his carriage and. after calling at the
Wichita school for Supt. Calmes and at a residence
for a Mies Brown, proceeded to the Indian chapel

We found & large number of Indians in attendance
at the service, and elso a number of the Ageucy
people, aud all seemed to take n great interest in the
good work being conducted by Rev. Wicks. From
here we returned to the Kiowa mission, and were in-
troduced to Geo. W.- Hunt, the superintendent, lo
the teachers and schoel employes.  Mr. Hunt hasa
well organized school and an enthusiastic corps of
workers. Rev. Wicks held the regular Episcopal
communion ervice at this schonl at 3 o'clock p. m.
and administered the Lord's supper to a large class
of his young Indian converts.”

In the seme paper we find this, under the head of
““Cheyenne School Local”

“Agent and Mpe Miles andLawrie Tatum attended
stuay hour apd collection aund spent the evening
with us.
ren a good talk. Cheyenne children are always de-
lighted to see Agent come into the school room—
they know he has something interesting to say to
themn. These friends seemed to enjoy having the
children ask them questions ahout their lessons.

Study hour is an enjoyable time for the children.

At this time they prepare the next day’s lessons,
and the little ones nused their Kindergarten materials,
building blocks, piciures, etc. A few wninutes of each
session is spent in singing and achieving the Sablath
school lesson.  Only Enghish is spoken in the schonl
room. If you want to see a lively havpy set of child-
ren, drop inlo our school rooms during study hour—
6.80tp 7 25p. m.”

Agent and Mr. Tatum each gave the child-,

our Cheyenne Poys.
5 1 ra
Dese Frresp—Carr. Puatr—XNow I am going to

I am very well eversince
day and I learn jrst

i'romone of

, write to you this morning
‘I was here, I go to sehool every
"like White person, last week ago the Center school
! house pretty near burn, if it does n
burn it, the stove fell over on .the floor.
[ glad to go to school now this time. )

Ar. Rev. Kerlin preach at Rhorsburg M ‘E. church
every night tlus week last, and_l\[r. Rev. C. K. .(‘::m-
' field at Presbyterian church this week every night.
‘ Now dear friend Capt Pratt, I tell you, you know that
"arithmetic I was standing ahead, one time I don’t suc-
?ceed perbaps T was dream that wight Itry study
"pard fonrth reader. T expected to learn as 1!11}0]1 as I
E ran.  When T dou’t succeed then T dream Tip ht, God
| thiuk that is the richt way to do  Tanvery happy
:, every day, I am sansfied to live with those so-me good
‘T am learn fast and T know much every thing now,
when I go home may be Indians gave ne an 0ppor-
tunity to doit. I might limve a good educaEmn,
kuowledge and truth to help my folks ac home Now.
'T am near 1o close my writing my folks are all well
except tie pouliry had all froze to death this cold
weather, Mr. Mather don’t you know 1 careful or
take care of poultry so they did wuot getting froze
themselves every morning aud every evening I bring

o snow whom will
aud we are

them straw

Now Deer Capt Pratt T promise to Lell yow that is
indeed trne we have a nive time o ride a sleighing in
Columbia Co. T expect your children they had a good
chance to do them rules than country children. Here
the Indian boys who employed Columbia County
they all well but some days they are visited themselv?;
Dear Capt. Pratt, I will close for this timé.
SumyER Ricas.

now
I an your friend,
L e ———

From our Sioux Friend Fagle Feather

My Drsn FrRIExND—Yon was conie here and asked
us for you want some clildren go to school at Bar-
racks. So I promise to give you ny love son, but
now you send him back to me Juue 29th now that
time [ look at my love son and iy heart was very
| glad and pleased My friend I know yon have good
! sense and you have talk 1 the good ways to 1y son
now this time I think of that, then T remember you
and I wrote this letter to you. then wy friend T
want to say something to you again thistime because
I am very glad that 15 reason I was your”friend and 1
like you and I give to yon my gam with three boys
but two of them died, one of them was sick at Bar-
racks but send home and we saw hum then die but T
was glad and happy becaus T know that is they
know in the white people’s way then ilie but that is
you couusel now that is all so. but we did not
say any thing that way so0 you kunow, and then my
friend my son come hom s¢ Thave it him I say, but

Dear MoreeEr—Every month I bave written my|
letter to Father, but this month I shall writeit to
you I know you would like to know what I have been
doing this month besides studying in the school room.
I think it has been a very useful month to me, T am
an apprentice girl this month in the sewing room. T
go to school in the afternoon and work every morn-
ing, Talso teach a class of small boys and girls every
morning from ten to half past ten. In the sewing
room we have been cutting and making checked and
white aprons for the girls. Night-shirts, drawers,
shirts and other things for the boys. The boys
night-shirts are cut out Lere and then sent into
Carlisle to be made by a lady. I have dcne a good
deal of sewing and cutting both. I cut vut some
night-shirts this morming and fixed them ready to be
sent te the lady.  Dickens, one of our school-mates
died on the 22d of this month.  Willian Snake, an-
other died yesterday morning and will be kuried this
afternoon. Capt. Pratt was away when Dickens died.
On the 224 thirty-four girls went out for a sleigh ride
We had a delightful time. We started at four o’clock
and returned at six o'clock. On the 18th, one hund-
red and sixty persons were here from Boston, they
had been to Luray Cave in Virginia, and were goiné
back to Boston. There is snow on the ground to-
day, but it will soon disappear as it is melting very
fast. With fond love. I remain your affectionate
danghter. Ross Ross.

he was not at my honi2 but he live at Agency and
work for Agent. Twodays I see him with my eyes.
My friend I am very glad indeed so thatis the reason
[ iell you about it. I believe you that you tleach
hard the children in the white man’s Wway 8o niy son
come home from your school and he does know how
to work very well. I am glad about that my friend,
therefore my friend my son did not make me SOrLy.
Lut he always make me happy, and 1 do the smne.,
When you bave my son there at that vime I think T
was white man, because I proud of you and my sun.

Isend my very best love to all the teachers and to
yourself, from your true friend. I. E Fearmer

.Do ycuremember who is my son? T will w1;ibe
his name is Ravea I. . Fearaes.

OCur Boys and Girls Abroad.

The.c-()}mty Superintendent of Public Tustrnction
on \'1~a.1tmg a school where one of our “Plzmteé
Out” ghls attends, pronounced her copy book as
ranking Ingher in neatness and penmanship than that

of any of her fellow pupils. Ts not thi i
tide mark for the Indians ? 19 another high

_Etkannah one of our Che Fenne r S
visit at Wrightsville as the éuest olf)?li' lﬁ;rbee]itto
He spent the Sabbath and addressed two 5.8 qlleﬁ(?.
host very wisely suggested to him to write I;is 1"t1]S
speech before delivering it, which he did, but lbl{(3
without notes.  His visit is said to have bee bpf) ;
;greeaa'.ble to those who met him, and he retm'nptc; :'zry
2PDy 10 the thought of his new found friend il
therr pleasant gifts, H and
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Day Break.

Bishop Hare at 2 recent meeting in Philadelphia
gaid, ‘‘The face of the Indian has always been turn-
ed toward the west.” Soon after, at a minister'’s
meeting in Boston, Mr. Herbert Welsh said, in
speaking of his recent visits to I:dians in different
localities, ‘‘Their present state is more bopeful

" than ever before. Whenever chey have tried to pro-
tect themselves, war has followed and driven them
farther west. Now they are in the ceuter of the
country with civilization on the east and west.” As
I ponderdd these sayings, my heart echoed a strain
from the last song of our poet Longfellow.

“Out of the shadows of night

The world rolls into light

It is Cay break (very where.”
Yes, day is breaking even on the Indian. It is
proven by his own blind reaching out and feeling
after knowledge. Some rays have touched his
darkened eyes and he is sprea ing lus hands and
calling out to the wise men to whown the morning
star has appeared in its brightness to lead him up in-
to the light,

It ia proven by the faint whispers that betoken the
awakening of those who bave so long slept over the
tact that the Indian lay srhrouded in darkness, while
they held the power to give bim light. The rustling
sound: that betoken this awakening are heard ou
every hand. The opening of schools for Indian edu-
cation, the gathering of the peoplein hamlets, villages,
towns and cities, to listen to the breezes that bear
tidings of Indian needs snd Indian improvements.
Gospel torch bearers holding their lights to this sub-
ject with en earnestness never before witnessed.
and those who sit in the councils of our nation
sounding out their clarion voices for Indian educa-

Even though
storms of opposition arise, they only tend to roll a-
way the darkness that the coming light mway shine
more clearly on the Indian’s path, and the paths of
those wha are trying to lead him into the light, of
the breaking day—this day that is so surely coming
for the Indian. But the clearest proof of this cow-
ing day issues from the office of the Secretary
of the Interior, in s recent order to rgents on all
reservations to repress the hideous dances and hor-

tion, civilization and christianization.

rid feats of legerdemain which have been the strong- |

est bands that hnve held him in thrall. )

The heart quails at thought of the transformation
that would come to the features of those who were
wont to take part in tnose fearful orgies. as seen
years ago. And not only did it influence those taking
partin them, but the sound of the midnight drum and
the wild unearthly notes that floated from the village
up to the ears of our pupils in the dormitories of the
school building, seemed to possess them with the de-
monical fervor of their friends, and it required the strict-
est vigilance to secure their stay with us, during the
continuance of the ceremonies and hinder the secret
iwitatiop of them. If it was thought best in case of
some of the clder pupils not to repress their burn-
ing desire to wilness what was held so sacred by
their friends, there never failed to Le abundant
proof of the savage spirit that had been imbided
during the interval of absence.

But now it is true as Mr. Welsh has said ‘‘He has
civilization on the east and the west of him,” he is
sandwiched between layers of light, and how shall
helonger sitin darkness? If he turn to the orient,
the glorious light of the coming day shall fall apon
him like an anointing for bis new lhfe, and if he
face the occident he shall be baphized in the after
glory of the retiring splendor as an emblem of his
purifying from all his old ways. E G. P.

William E. Dodge.

It is much to say ofany man, that he has passed
over sixty years in a great center like New York,
and most of that time in public life, identified with
8 great variety of public movements, and has al-

order, patriotism and philanthropy. That, in

| brief, is Mr. Dodge’s record

1

;religion of the Gospel.  That was its hasis, its in-
ispiralion, its coutrolling force.

There are two elosely linked Christian prinei-
! . e . . . .
iples which find their illustration in this long,
{varied and useful career. The first of these is

: stewardship, a distinctively Christian principle, which ;

formulates ils law thus:
used for Christ; whilethe world's law is:
is mine for my own use and enjoymem solely.
Mr. Dodge, while enjoving with Christian modera-
tion the privileges of wealth, regarded himself as
a trustee and administrator of wealth for the
of humanity and the interests of religion. Steward-
ship was to him not merely a principle but a priv-
ilege. His must have been in a preeminent degree
tte blessing pronounced upon the cheerful giver
He held his means at the call of the work of Christ,
and recognized in the demands of that work legitim-
ate claims.

|
!
i

With this prirciple naturally went the other—
ministry. No man more ciearly recognized ser-
vice as the staple of Christian life.  Nature made
him an active man.  He could not be idle; and if
he had been a bad man he would have been a
power in the interest of cvil, as he actually was in
the interest of truth and goondness. “Pure
religion and undefiled,”’ not the conventional sort.
hut “before God and the Father, is to visit the
fatherless and widow in their affletion.” M.
Dodge was liberal in personal, no less than in

1
I

pecuniary minstries.  His time and his labor and
his presence, no less than his purse. were put at
the service of the poor, the sorrowing, and the
degraded  Like the Divine Master, who was his
inspiration and his model, he went about doing
good. The messenger found him with
his lamp burning and hjs loins girded. Onlva few
weeks before, he was at the office of some com-
pany with which he was connected, and looking

which lined the ronm, he remarked that he was al-
most the only one left of the old members, and
added: “But T am rendy.”’ Several vears ago he

tirely delivered from Lhe fear of death.”’— M. R.
Vincent, tn the Independent.
Lately there fell in New York City the central trunk

 Dr. Cuyler that it thcew down a stem into almost every
! fand of the globe. William E. Dodge spread abroad
(his benefactions, his vpersonal Christian effort,
! his oversight of great religions enterprises, until he
1 was a power in India, 2 power in the Sandwich Islands,
ja power in Japan, a power in balf the states of this
‘IUnion. Mr. Josepa Cook, from the Independent

—

! Hiowa Legend
|

! they received this revelation.

Ithem that the Great Spirit created the eartl, trees,

;grass, hutfaloes, deer,all kinds of wild animals and .

‘bows ard arrows wilh stone heads.

|

Ie also created horses, cattle. wagonsand guns,
one Kiowa and one white man.  IIe put all these
1 things together and asked the Kiowa and white
,man to chooge what be would take.  The Kiown
{ chose the bLuffalo, decr, wild animals and bows
i and arrows.

The white man took the horses, cattle, wagons
and guns.

The Kiowa and white man were now asked to
create some of their people. Each of them were
given power by the Great Spirit and they brought
forth some of their people.

The Great Spirit then asked to have a beantiful
Kiowa woman. Soa woman wassentupa tall tree
and from that she went on up to the abode of the

Great Spirjt.

ways been found on the side of religion, morality, |

There is, howerver, |
a fact back of 1his, which is the key to the record. !
| His life represents, bevond everything else, the

Property i= mine to be.
Properiy !

ervice :

around at the portrails of the deceased members!

said to me: By the grace of God I have been en- !

of a banyan tree, of which it has been well said by |

| They claim that this is the sixth generation since
It was revealed tn

1 Sometime afterwards when the Kiowas were
Utravelling about, a very fatal disease a* tacked them
‘and tlle):all,(lic(l except this woman who had gone
up tothe abode of the Great Spirit. He being
greatly grieved at this. set fire to and burned up
everything on the earth, after the fire he sent o
flood unlil the whole carth was covered with
' water.

He thought now that he had destroved every-
thing but in looking about he sawa spider L']‘ﬂ\\.l-
ing around on the earth. e looked again and be
This made him very angry
80 he set about 1o kill them. The Kiowa woman
who lived with the Great Spirit had compassion
on them and wept.  Her son whom she bore 1o
“the God of thunder and lightning also wept bitier-
1y because all his friends on the earth were des-
troved.  The woman plead with the Great Spirit
‘1o spare the whire man and spider, and so he dirl.
The boy piead with his mother to go down to the
carth. The
boy continued pleading, so the mother consented
fand the boy and his mother were Jet down by a
thread, and as they were swinging over the earth.
the God of thunder ana lightning, discon ered their
flight so he sent the lightning and kiiled the
The Great Spirit pitied the litile boy,
The

God of thupder and lighting through compassion

“saw a1 white man.

She said no our people are all dead.

woman.
tand directed him to the spider for company

for his son. plead with the Greal Spirit toagain
create some Kiowas,  The Great Spivit consented
upon condition that il they weve ever destroved
again by any power he would destroy everything
The Great
Spirit proceeded to make more Kiowas by cutting
up _the little boy.

As loug as he sees 1heir
knows they are still in existence.

The Great Spirit has never pledged to any ollier
people as he has to the Kiowas that if they should

with them, and afterwards Gie himselfl

camp fires burning he

be destroved from any cause lie would destrov
everything else and afterwards die himself.

P.5. 1t required a great deal of ) ersuasion Lo
prevail upon them Lo give me this ace unt.

They recard it as a very sacred aflair and only
to be talked about upon stated and grave oceasinns.
0.G.G&

| Cornelius Carr’s Report.

& g =

* We have received a report of Cornelius Cair, one
jof our Creeck boy~, who is attenling sclhw.ol m
: Bucks County, and are glad to find he maintains the

! Carlisle record.  The following is the report-

: Jan. Feb.
 Days absent 0 1
| Per ceut of attendance 100 905
Times late 1 0
 Deportment 100 100
_Spelling HES 08
| Reading 100 100
- Penmanship 09 100
i Arithmetic 100 100

One of our boys had a severe cold in his head and
was obliged to give much attention to his nose. After
. ¢iving a hard * blow™ he exclaimed **My nose cry too
much.”

Died
William Snake, a Ponca, nephew of Stauding Bear.
From his finst coming Lo us he has been subject at in-
tervals to a cough, but we had hoped, change of clim-
ate and mode of ife wonld be the means of his relief.
But as is generally true when disease attacks an Indian,

he had not the vitality to resist its inroads and it cul-
minated in Lroochial tubereleosis,

Dr. Lippincott of Dickinson College. who is our
acting chaplain conducted the funeral SEIVICes, assist-
ed by Rev. Mr Fosterof the M. B. chur-h of Carlisle.

The melting suow so flonded tha walks as to pre-
vent the school from forming in procession to march
to thc'a ceinetery, asis usual on such oc¢casions, and the
remains were followed to the grave only by Co A.
to which the dead belonged.
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