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John Labatte, a Sisseton p4
blood Sioux Indian, at Milbank,
S. D.. recently led to the altar a
|Miss Chalmers, a Minneapolis
white girl.  Reporters are wont
to make up a very romantic story
of such incidents and long para-
graphs in the newspapers natural-
ly ensue.

In the early pioneer days it was |
a very common thing for inter-|
marriage between the races to en-|
sue, the traders and early pioneers
thrown in the midst of Indian
people taking to themselyes wives
from the trive,

In later years this has been
somewhat continued but under
different conditions, and education
and school environments have

been mainly responsibe for this.
I /In early days the cause was the
natural sex attractions, in these
days superadded to this are the
|intellectual and spiritual affinities,
and the young men and women
are drawn together into wedlocl
by all sorts of affinities. and the
result is that many white girls are
marcying Indian men. Mr. La.
batte and Miss Chalmers are botl
highly educated people. came intc
contact socially in the ordinary
way, learned to esteem one an:
other, grew into the closer rela
tions of love by reason of the
common possession of culture anc
mutual affinity, and the resalt has
been wedding bells and the prom-
ise of future happiness. This. i
—{ all there is of it.
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